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/^*FK ilorida Exiles and the War for 
Slavery. By Joshua R. Giddings. ^ew York — 
Foster, Follett & Go. 

The forthcomiBg issue of this aoUhle work will 
be seasonable. The author uadeubtedlr neu^ea 
some strong statements^som* that for the honor of ^ 
our country we woald fain see disprored, — but he 
seems to substantiate th^m by dftonmantoiy and i 
o^er ^yid^nce, Xn4^^4. we b«li«^e, that wl^n the 
^ff t edition was published a distiogoiBked Soath- 
ern statesman had determined to assaH it through 
Ibt! |jre^^, but Wiif! dijj^ua^f^cl from lii^ purpose by 
oth«r Bo^U^orn gentlctneu on tli? ground tiiat it 
WOtiJd only lead &Ir. Gifldiags tei lUicumulate proof 
XIL defence of Lis poaltlonis. To dky the le&st the 
book i# a contribution to liiatory of no my on iralue, 
aod will be a powerful wt^apon ia iha hands of 
tboic wbo hold equally sitroiig ?[ewts with its aathorr 
on the subject ^f the cnunttmion betweeo our goy^ 
trrnintat aud slavety, id the struggle tLat is airea{/^ 
iipoQ Hi between fri^edotn and bondage for *t^ 
BmpTcniacj oq thia trustitieiit. ^ 



f^ 



Jothna R. Giddin^i^ tlie American Contid. | 
CkttiiM fti Oateda^ diad iwldiidy tn liGatraa IMI 
ayeiiiBg. For more tbaa a quarter of a centnij 
be liad beoi consptcnoushf Identifled wUli fhe 
PQlttloal lUstoiij. ol Hijb coimtiy^ and hia dealb 
remoyet one of the oldest lan^ma^s of t^e 
ttmea. 

Joahna Ree^ GUddfum waa born at AtlMni, 
Bradford oonit7,;Penna^yiiaa, on the 6th of Oo- 
tobar, 1?^ Ih his infimcj bia par^xti remofed 
to C awan d aifg iMs In tU» fltote, and in 1805 again 
changed their reaidenee to fbat jMrt of Ohio now 
known as the conntj of Ashtabnla. The oppor- .' 
tnnitles of young Giddings for acquiring an adnta- 
tion wei^ limited. D^j by day he was employed 
in seTere fnanual labor, elearfaig the foreai end 
opening tlie sou to cultiystion^ so that oidy bis . 
eYenings .eoqld»b^ deroted to the acquisition; of I 
the rudiments of iDOOwIedge^ So great, hovey^, ^ 
was his proficMBABy, even under these adyeme dt- 
cumstances, tliaf at the age of 0'eyenteen yean be 
r was engaged 4o teach the district school situated 
' near his fhther'a residence. Soon afterwards he 
e&Mated hito the army, and was engaged in seveml 
expeditions against the Indians. 

On attahiing his miOority Mr. Qiddings began 
the study of the law in the oflEtee of Elisha Whit- 
tlesey, for many years Comptroller ot the Trea- 
SU17 at Washington; and In 1820 he was admitted 
tothehar^ In 1826 he was elected to the House 
of Eepiesentallyes of the state of Ohio; but de- 
dined a re-election, and remained for twelre 
yeaBsfai private life, detoted to his proSoaiton. 
In 18B8 the whigs of the Cuyahoga district made 

Sl^ their oandtdate for Congress, in place of Mr. 
Whittlesey, and he receiyeda handsome r. ' a*^*. 
On taklni bUs seat in Congress, Mi\ Giiidini 
tered i^once into an active partlcip.itlcm 
the biiDhiUBs of l€«;lslation; STcnpArhtzing 
irprmly with, the Uberaf sentlmenta ' w tik ii b^7a 
4wav8 characterized the fahahifnt^ of iLo Wai^t- 
«u neserve^ be took an early opjoftrtnu ity to pifiise 
mmsett on record as an imyiela^ ixdvi^njary of , 
slavery. EOs first oraloitcai. effort m CougretMi 
was on the Uth of Februerr, Im, whett, 051 at- 
tempting to discusa the subject of alnvt^ry a^. 
the slave- trade in the Di^ilct of Columbi^v, he wm * 
eaUed to ij^air bar Hr. Jenifer, of Murviand, aad 
the minority of the House voted th^t 'Uq b^qoSl 

notbe allowed to proe^^ lyoyews^^ ' 

in February, ISH,"^ he spoke upon tbe 8ei 
war hi Florida; takhur the 'ground that it ... 
conflict undertakoT^ly for the iio^eKst 
slavery. 
The 



power under the consUtuticHnto boldskva 
Uiat the men on board the Creole hadllSlitedn 

punishm^t; and that any attempt to re enau" 

^ilSS^JSSl^^SSSS^'^ ^J"^ Constitutto 
MMllBCfonaable with natioBal Imor. 

The xesiat was an uproar of iM;e aodconfhaioi 
It was first contemidated to expel him, but thl 
was found to be fenwacticableT Mr. iotta. iS 
Ittder of the wwg, oflereda resotutl^orccS 
sure,«iid«idealhriousattack«peftWm. Am« 
Uon of Mr. Adams to table the i^rablntion was los< 
General Aaron Ward then mo^ the^mefloS 
question, so as to preclude Mr. aiddhST^i 

^^flA^':, V^iTi "^"^ «^* the weolutioi 
adopted. John McEeon and Mr. RooBeveit a 
this dtg voted to tHe i^^ShJS, WiSdS^'S^oS 
P^^e House. Mr. Qiddings immediately arose 
leftthe chamber, and resigned Wsseat A specif 
election was ceded, and he was re-elect^ ahnoZ 



«»«, ensuing autumn theCieoi^'an i^^i^^^^^ 
slave-trader, was on her way iroin N ^ 
Hew Wum»^ wi% a catgeofoiie^P^ 1 

thirty-sixslefes.) Theign»oseagrinitm^ en ip,, 

where tS^wm protected hgr ^leBntiui at^K , 

Mr. WdSt^SSlSraX^ re^Sd S 

Everett* ostJN^ilitttrlt 8t Jaiffes, to demand |»- 

dennityte'llnyahieof the mem The suMiH 

was laid before Gongreit In March, 1842^ > 

Mr. GiddiM^fi^tted a 1^ of reBQluti«P» 

.to the effect fibat slavey being an abndgmenC^f 

. natural rkht, conid^ nw^ no force bevond #^ 

t^pi$MalMfldielleB<rfthe power thai en ^^ 

mmnkmim adav^left the wafteia of a staiL__ 



^I^'^.t?^ *^? ^ ^^ ^^^ stubborn thai 
Sl^i^^P^'^^P Of human ft^edem. tS 
anoentloiiofTeKaaas a measure to extend and 
pemetuate slavery, methis strenupoa opposition 
A bUl to MgjUate trade with CalUprnia^TOjamenS 
ed at his toirtance, in 1849, on the^Uist )[iight ol the 
session, so as to stdke out a provisioS for th€ 
-Jtov^ tia«a. He also made aspeech declaring 
ttat man cannot be property and Kttie holding 
efhimaesucbTeua'bea crime. He advocated 

5?*i^i®?*^ ?^_.9^ government would sur- 
render toCFreat Britabi The part which she had 

S^S^^?Srs£CS.r"^ Mi-tresulth. 

Ffaally, in 1847, he broke through lUs party al- 
leri^ce. He had supported General Hanison 
and Mr. Clay each twice for^he Proeldeocy; but 
to D^ember, JW7, re&sed to vote for Bobert C. 
Winthrop as Sneaker oi the House because he 
ijifas in the slavdioldtoff interest. In 1848 he acted 
wltti the iiee democrats, though he did not vote 
at the l^esidential election. He was to have 
becm tee ^reesoH candidate Ibr ih» Senate of the 
United States; but several wWgs in the legisla- 
lature of Ohio reftising to vote ftTr him, Mr. Chase 
was finally ^ected by a fusion of Ireesoiiers and 
'democrats* . , 

In 1849, Mr. Giddings, in coiy unction with Pres- 
ton Eng, David \nimot and five others, refhsed 
to vote loir m candidate for speaker who would 
not organize the standing committees so as to 
give the sut^ect of slavery a proper consideiation : 
a resolution which eventuated m the defeat of Mr 
Winthrop, and the election of Howell Cobb to 
the Speakership by the coalition of whigs and 
democrats. A conspiracy was formed to dSsgrace 
him, on the pretext of having abs<a«oted papers 
from the postofflce; but it faffed most sknaUy. 

In 1862, the two political parties having made 
the compromise measures of^l850 their matform. 



and resolyed to deprecate and resist thedlseussion 
of the subject of slavery in Congress, Mr. Gid- 
dinffs boldly accepted the challenge; made an 
anti-staivery jpeech, and defied whigs and demo- 
crats V> enforce their purpose to stme Secussion. 

The Ohio legislature, at this thne, having occa- 
sion to district the state anew, divided the Ashta- 
bula district, in the hope of preventing Mr. Gid- 
dings f^om behig again elected to CoiufTess. It 
did not succeed: two hree-aoEera, Mr. Giddings 
and Edward Wade, being elected to Congress in 
1853, instead of one. In 185*, the whole Ohio dele- 
gation was elected in hoetlHty to the Pieree ad-. 
ministration. * <^ 

The introduation of^e Nebraska bill inl 
Q|>iig^ss bi^ ^^^ised up other' champiooe fo: 
rcmr'end Mr. Gicraings bebame less ^ ' 

Aoi in Ma afltaoola If 
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*^11 to the floor when attempting to addreis the 
'~*^e«. Finally, ttfUir bikTiug serTcd tw enly one 
* -^^^ hiB conswtuentft tiouiinaUd Mr. HatchioB 

■*^^8 BncceBSor. The oid man tfigu^iinUj acqal- 
'^cl, promiBiBgto j^o u^ Wdi^:hln;iUia lo tell the 
[^^^ lorde that bin ai&ttki v^as goms: to aend a 
^^^fi^er and better man to succeea him. 
-^ ^ >v«B a member ol the Bepablican National 
]^"Vention at Chicago, aad offered a leaolation 
~^^r.5 that goyemmenta were instltated to pro- 
^^^^ men in the ei^oyment of. their rights to lifh, 
^^*^y and the pursuit of happiness. It did not 
"^^ ; and he was about to withdraw, when Mr. 
^^*^lg« William Curtis offered an amendment to 
^x.lier resolution in-luding this sentiment, and 
^^msdncd. Go the nomination being an- 
•^IKied he telej^raphed the result to Mr. Lincoln, 
^^'ng, *'I have promifed that you will giyens 
*^OGDCEt adminietralion of the government*' 
'-*^*« literary worlia of Mr. Giddings consist of a 
*"^» o^ political Essays, si^eJ "Pacificus," 
*>^iehed in 1884 ; the Exile3 of Florida, a valua- 
' oxiccuLt of the oppresbion of slayeholdera 
^^^*^wst the ije;:roeB, Indiana and mixed bloods of 
>*Wa; aud, lastly, a "History of the Authors 
^ Oaxwee of the Rebellion." This work, which 
^>^ot yet published, though completed and 
Baay thioogh the press, had engaged the atten- 
■^ ot its author for I'our or five years pasi ; he 
^^^led at first to give a summary history of the 
^^ty agitation in Congress; and this purpose 
a <MiIy extended by the events of the last three 
-x«. In ttie " Prospectus "—written by himself 
^f tkkla work, he says : 
^ ??? '^"^ rebellion against liberty known in 

™8tory of pur raaee now agitates the people of 
_vJiUtea Stales. This mighty conflict orighiated 
J^^oa cress; there the causes were developed. 
sif^ Its autiiors first hinted, then avowed, their 
^^o«e of transforminf' the first tree government 
«*« earth into a slavenoldlng oligarchy. Thei« 
y assailed and denied the * selt-evident » truths 
^^liich our republican edifice had been reared. 
*-i^ Amorous and coinpromlsing statesmen of 
-D^orth tamely surrendored the riizhts of free- 
*» *?<^ permitted the slave-sustaining views to 
^«a through the veins and arteries of politieal 
»xii2ations In our fretf states, endangering the 
oix'fl life. There the issue Sras made up and 
*re|a upon the pongressional record. " On that 
*ra. thg aiders and abettors of slavery andre> 
K>ia delfl>eMto^ entered their names and pur- 
^«. There, too, tUe adyocftte« of Uberty and 
^^A^ otvlUssatloik fatOMlipl their names and 



The^rork eeGTigM. the doctrines whic& 
stltuted the moral and poUtical basis of the go^w^ 
emment. It delineates the gradual prostitutloja 
ot eoveinmental powers to the support of elayary, 
by Jttrislating tor the return of fugitiye slaves, lor 
estabTlshinff slaveiy and the slave trade in the Dis- 
trict of Commblaj on our southern coast, and tei 
our territories; the employment of our tnnj in. 
bntchenng colored persons bom free ; the exteia- 
sion of slaveholdinff influence by the admlaslQii of 
new slave states; the commencement and prose- 
cution of two Indian wars for the benefit of ntrnw- 
eiy ; and the entire prostitution of the powers of 
govexmnent to overthrow the doctrines whicl& 
origfaudly constituted its basis ; the fiqipresaioii. 
of Die constitutional freedom of debate, and tlie 
denial of (the light of .petition, are placed befsiv 
the reader. The efFons of Miner, Adams aod. 
Blade In bebaU ot freedom, iip*to taie time wlum. 
the author entered Congre^ In X^S. From tiMt 
period he gtves ah inside view of those 
scenes jHod 'InoideiUs ootnikig taing liis 
term ff^issivlee as a member ^f Congretts, 
which Imait a thrillhig totessst to the hMoiy 
ti liioee ftnfts. The porlaatts of premlBjont men 
axe drawn wlt^ a trutn^ pen. The memorable 
trial and triumph of Mr. Adums; the author's ar- 
raignmfmtk ceafiM reiiign«ll9n. end reHrateaaice 
Into Congress ; the ratal pohcy of annexing Texas ; 
the corrupt manner in ymlchaC vast territoir. £ree 
imder Xe:Mcaii laws, was sup^ndmred, to Tfocaa 
slaveiv: and the more unblushiog depravity by^ 
which fhe people df the tree states were compelled < 
hy Congress to pav tito "d^hte <jt Texas, are 
"brougbtto view. The importvnt defeat of the 
elave power in its efforts to establish shkvery^ 
CaUfomia, in the annexation of Cuba, and la at- 
tempts ' to earry Its despotism Into TCAl\^y^ are 
stated. The civil war in KsBMas, ti* secession o^ 
several states, and the eom^iencement of the^ 
great r^beUion oi 1861, are given ; and the worE 
eondudes with the Proekunaillonof IBmHielpatioii 
of Januaiy. 1868, when the conflict became Uteial« 
ly a second war for the rights of human natue/' 

Mr. Giddhigs^s hJMOtyknakes an octavo yoI«m« ; 
.oiCXX) pages. It wlU be published In a few days 
tiy FoUett, Foster A Co., of this city. 

In 1861 Mr. Giddings was appointed CoobqI- 
General to Canada; like his. former friend Jo2m 
Qulncy Adams, he died at his post He foresaw 
Mils struggle of the naUon; he has not llyed 
to witness its consummation. He died as he liv#i j 
•«4onest, bold and strenuoas in the Sfaintenanse | 
' of his .convictions. 
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TO 

MY CONSTITUENTS, 

THE P£OPLK WHO HATE 80 LONG HONORED XS 

WITH THEIR CONFIDENCE, 

THIS WORK 18 RE8PECTSULLT DEDICATED. 

J. B. 6IDDING& 



Tl INTKODUOTIOM. 

This war was followed by diplomatic efforts. Florida 
was purchased ; treaties with the Florida Indians were made 
and violated ; gross frauds were perpetrated ; dishonorable 
expedients were resorted to, and another war provoked. 
During its protracted continuance of seven years, bribery 
and treachery were practiced towards the Exiles and their 
allies, the Seminole Indians ; j9ags of truce were violated ; 
the pledged faith of the nation was disregarded. By these 
means the removal of the Exiles from Florida was effected. 
After they had settled in the Western Country, most of 
these iniquities were repeated, until they were driven from 
our nation and compelled to seek an asylum in Mexico. 

Men who wielded the influence of Government for the 
consummation of these crimes, assiduously labored to sup- 
press all knowledge of their guilt; to keep facts from the 
popular mind; to falsify the history of current events, and 
prevent an exposure of our national turpitude. 

The object of this work is to meet that state of circum- 
stances; to expose fraud, falsehood, treachery, and other 
crimes of public men, who have prostituted the powers of 
Government to the perpetration of murders, at the contem- 
plation of which our humanity revolts. 

The Author has designed to place before the public a 
faithful record of events appropriately falling within the 
purview of the proposed history ; he has endeavored, as far 
as possible, to do justice to all concerned. Where the action 
of individuals is concerned, he has endeavored to make them 
speak for themselves, through ofiBcial reports, orders, letters, 
or written evidences from their own hands ; and he flatters 
himself that he has done no injustice to any person. 
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THE 

EXILES OF FLORIDA. 



CHAPTER I. 



CIRCUMSTANCB8 ATTEXDING THB EARLY HIOTORY Of SLATERY IN THE 

COLONIES. 

BetUement of Florida >-BoaD(Urle« of Oarolina — BcsIaTing Indioni — They flee from their 
Masters— AfricaQS follow the example —Spanish poUej la ng»H to f Qgittv« 8la?et-^ 
* CaroliDa demands the surrender of Exiles — Florida refuses — Colonjr of Georgia ettablitk^ 
•d — Its object — Exiles enlled Seminolos — Slavnry introdaoed into Georgia — Seminole 
Indiana auparato from Cnwks-— Slaves ewapo from Georgia — Report of Oommittee «f 
Safety — Report of General Lee — Treaty ot Augusta — Treaty of Galphinton — Singolaf 
oonduct of Georgia— U'ar between Crtteks and Georgia— Resolution of Congress — 
Treaty of Shoalderbone — Hostilities continue— Georglik calls on United States ibf 
assistance — Commissioners sent to negotiate Treaty — Failure — Col. WiUett'i midn» 
— Chiefs, head men and Warriors repair to New York— Treaty formed ^Secret artlda 
<— Extraordinary coTenants. 

Florida was originally settled by Spaniards, in 1556. They 
were the first people to engage in the African Slave trade, und 
sought to supply other nations with servants from the coast o£ 
Guinea. The Colonists held many slaves, expecting to accmmiikte 
wealth by the unrequited toil of their fellow-man. 
1 (\^(\ 1 Carolina by her first and second charters claimed a vosl 
extent of country, embracing St. Augustine and most of 
Florida. This -conflict of jurisdiction soon involved the Colonists 
in hostilities. The Carolii^ans also held many slaves. Profiting 
1 TAA 1 ^y '^® labor of her servants, the people sought to increase 
■^ their wealth by enslaving the Indians who resided in their 



2 THI IXILX8 or TLOBIDA. 

Tioiniiy. Hence in the early slave codes of that colony we find 
reference to ** negro and other slaves." 

When the boundaries of Florida and South Carolina became 
established, the Colonbts found themselves separated by the terrir 
tory now constituting the State of Georgia, at that time mostly 
occupied by the Creek Indians. 

The efforts of the Carolinians to enslave the Indians, brought 
with them the natural and appropriate penalties. The Indians soon 
began to make their escape from service to the Indian country. 
This example was soon followed by the African slaves, who also flpd 
to the Indian country, and, in order to secure themselves from pur- 
suit, continued their journey into Florida. 

We are unable to fix the precise time when the persons thus ex- 
iled constituted a separate community. Their numbers had become 
80 great in 1736, that they were formed into companies, and relied 
on by the Floridians as allies to aid in the defense of that territory. 
!fhey were also permitted to occupy lands upon the same terms that 
were granted to the citizens of Spain ; indeed, they in all respects 
became firee subjects of the Spanish crown. Probably to this 
early and steady policy of the Spanish Government, we may attri- 
bute the establishment and continuance of this community of Exiles 
in ihat territory.^ 

tTQft 1 "^ messenger was sent by the Colonial Government of 
South Carolina to demand the return of those fugitive 
dtTes who had found an asylum in Florida. The demand was 
made upon the Governor of St. Augustine, but was promptly 
rejected. This was the commencement of a controversy which has 
continued for more than a century, involving our nation in a vast 
expenditure of blood and treasure, and it yet remains undetermined. 

The constant escape of filaves, and the difficulties resulting there- 
frcnn, oonsdtuted the principal object for establishing a free colony 
between Sout^ Carolina and Florida, which was called Geor^ * 

(1) vide Baneroft's ftod HUdreth's H&rtortei of tiw Unlttd Statat. 

(2) Vide both HIttoiks abort dtod. 



TBI izii.ai Of wuaa»A* 8 

It wai iboaghi HuA this odoo^, being fifee, would a&id tlio 
pltnten of Carolina protectioa agaiaat the farther eeeape of their 
siftvffl from service. 

These Exiles were by the Greek Indians called *' Semmoks/' 
which in their dialect signifies ''mnaways," and the term being 
frequently used while conyersing with the Indians, came into almost 
constant practice among the whites ; and although it has now come 
io be applied to a certain tribe of Indians, yet it was (originally 
used in reference to these Exiles long before the Seminole Indians 
had separated from the Greeks. 

Some eight years after the Golony of Georgia was first establish- 
ed, efiRNrts were made to introduce Slavery among its people. The 
ordinary argument, that it would extend the Christian religion, was 
brought to bear upon Whitfield and Habersham, and the Saltsber- 
gers and Moravians, until they consented to try the experiment, and 
Qeorgia became thencefi>rth a Slaveholding Golony, whose frontier 
bordered directfy upon Florida; bringing the slaves of her planters 
into the very neighborhood of those Exiles who had long been free 
under Spanish laws. 

A difficulty arose among the Greek Indians, which event- 
ually becoming irreconcilable, a chief named Seacoflhe, 
with a large number of followers, left that tribe — at that time reside 
ing within the present limits of Georgia and Alabama — and con- 
tinuing their journey south entered the Territory of Florida, and, 
under the Spanish colonial policy, were incorporated with ^e Span- 
ish population, entitled to lands wherever they could find them un- 
occupied, and to the protection of Spanish laws.^ 

From the year 1750, SeacoflTee and his followers rejected all 
Greek authority, refused to be represented in Greek councils, held 
themselves independent of Greek laws, elected their own chiefr, and 
in all respects became a separate Tribe, embracing the Mickasukies, 
with whom they united. They settled in the vicinity of the Siike» 
assooiated with them, and a mutual sympathy and respect existingy 

(i) Vlte Sehodenft^ Em&rf of IMHm TdhM. 
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aime of Aeir people mtermarri^d, Miereby st^engtihettiag tilft tief of' 
fV^dsbip, fmd the Indians baying ied from oppresnon and takmt 
refuge under Spanish laws, were also called Seminoles, or **iwar 
aways/' 

After Georgia became a Skveholding Cc^lony, we ar© led to 
believe the praotiqe of slaves leaving their masters, which existed 
in South Carolina, became frequent in Geoi^. But we have no 
deinite information on this subject until about t^e commencement • 
of the Revolutionary War (1775), when the Council of Safety §x 
that colony sent to Congress a communication setting forth, that a 
large force of Continental troops was necessary to prevent their 
slaves from deserting their masters.^ It was about the first oon^ 
nranioation sent to Congress after it met, in 1776, and shows that 
her people then sought to make the nation bear the burthens of 
tlietr slavery, by furnishing a miHtary force sufficient to hoM l^r 
bondn^n in fear ; and if she adheres to that policy now, it merely 
illustrates the consistency of her people in relying upon the freemen 
of the North to uphold her system of oppression. 

General Lee, commanding the military forces in that 
'•^ colony, called the partiouligr attention of Congress to the 
jG»t, that slaves belonging to the planters, fled from servitude and 
sought freedom among the ^*Mnks of Florida.^* 

There also yet remained in Georgia many descendants of those 
who, at the establishment of that colony and since that time, had 
^posed the institution of Slavery. These people desirecl to testify < 
their abhorrence of human servitude. They assembled in large 
numbers, in the district of Darien, and puUioly resolved as follows : 
*' To show the world that we are not influenced by any contracted 
*' or interested motives, but by a general philanthropy for all nuuK 
"' kind, of whatever climate, language or complexion, we hereby 
" declare our disapprobation and abhorrence oi slavery in America." 
The public avowal of these doctrmes, naturally encouraged daves 
to seek their freedom by such means as they possessed. One day'a 

(1) VidtAiii«lDMAiehlTif,VotX. liftii S«dM : 1861 
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ktktA woald plaee some of Ihem among fHeads, and in ^ enjoj- 
annt of Ubertj ; and they were Buce to be kindly receiyed and 
respectfully treated, soon as they could reaoh their brethren u| 
Florida. Of eourse many availed themselves of this f^pertunity 
to escape frnm terviee. 

The Exiles remaroed in the undisturbed enjoyment d liberty 
during the war of the Revolution. The Creeks were a powerful 
and warlike people, whose friendship was courted during the san- 
guinary struggle that secured our National Independence. During 
tiiose turbulent times it would not have been prudent for a master 
to pursue his slave through the Creek country, or to have broa^t 
him back to Georgia if once arrested. 

The Exiles being thus free from annoyance, cultivated the friend- 
ship of their savage neighbors ; rendered themselves useful to the 
Indians, both as laborers and in council. They also nuinifested 
much judgment in the selection of their lands for cultivation— 4oca> 
ting their principal settlements on the rich bottoms lying along the 
Appalachioola and the Suwanee Rivers. Here they opened plan^ 
ations, and many of them became wealUiy in flocks and herds. 
^ ^ Immediately after the close of the war, the authorities 

of Oeorgia are said to have entered into a treaty wiih the 
Creek Indians, at Augusta, in which it is alleged that the Creeks 
agreed to grant to that State a large tract of land, and to restore 
such slaves as were then resident amofig the Creeks. But we find 
no copy of this treaty in print, or in manuscript. As early as 
1789, only six years after it was said to have been negotiated, 
Hugh Knox, Secretary of War, in a communication to Congress, 
declared that no copy of this treaty was then in the possession of 
Congress; and it has not been since reprinted. Indeed, it is 
believed never to have been printed. 

^ The difficulty between Georgia and the Creeks becoming 

more serious, the aid of the Continental Congress wa9 

invoked, for the purpose of securing that State in the enjoyment of 

what her people declared to be their rights. Congress appointed 
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three o(»nim88ioiier8 to eziuauoe iheozistingeaiiBesof diffieult]r,aBd 
if possible to negotiate a treaty with the Creeks that aboold seeure 
jostioe to all the people of the United States. 

Commimities, like individnals, often exhibit in early life thoM 
characteristics which distinguish their mature age, and become 
ruling passions when senility marks the downhill of life. Thus 
Georgia, in her very infancy, exhibited that desire for controlling 
our National Govemment which subsequently marked her manhood. 
Possessing no power under the Constitution to enter into any treaty 
except by consent of Congress, her Executive appointed three 
Commissioners to attend and supervise the action of those appointed 
by the Federal Legislature. The time and place for holding the 
keaty had been arranged with the Indians by the Governor of 
Georgia. At Galphinton,^ the place appointed, the Commissioners 
of the United States met those of Georgia, who presented them with 
the fMrm of a treaty fully drawn out and ready for signatures, and 
demanded of the Commissioners of the United States its adoptk>Q. 
TUa extraordinary proceeding was treated by the Federal Commis- 
sioners in a dignified and appropriate manner, in their report to 
Congress. One important provision of this inchoate treaty stip- 
ulated for the return to the people of Georgia of such fugitive 
Be^roes as were then in the Indian country, and of such aa mig^t 
thereafter flee from bondage. 

The Commissioners appointed by Congress waited at CUphinton 

(1) Thif WM the vesidence of Ckorge Galphln, an Indlao trader, who, in 1778, aided in 
obtaininff a treaty by whieh the Creek Indiana ceded a large tract of hmd to the British 
QoremBM&t. Oeoisia succeeded the British Goveimment in its title to these toads, by th« 
ticaty of peace in 1788. Some fifty years afterwards, the descendants of Qalphin petitioned 
the State of Georgia for compensation, on account of the serrioes rendered by Galphin in 
obtainhif the treaty ot 1778. But the Legistotore lepudiated the oUdm. The helia, or 
rather descendants of Galphin, then applied to Congress, who never had either legal or 
beneficial interest In the lands obtained by the treaty. The BepresentatiTes fhnn Georgia 
and firom the South generally supported the claim. Northern men yielded their ol^Jeetiont 
to tWs absurd demand, and In 18i8 a blU passed both Houses of Congress by which the 
descendants of Galphin, and their attorneys and agents, obtained from oar National Trees* 
nry 0248,871 86, and the term " Galphin " has since become synonymous with **pecula» 
Hon'* upon the FiUtfrTMasuiy. 
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BBveral days, and finding only two of tbe one hundrsd towns com- 
posing the Greek tribe represented in the conncil about to be held, 
they refused to regard them as authorized to act for the Creelt 
nation, |ind would not consent to enter upon any negotiation with 
them as representatives of that tribe. This course was not in ao- 
eordance with the ideas of the Commissioners appointed by Georgia. 
After those of the United States had left, they proceeded to enter 
into a treaty with the representatives from the two towns, who 
professed to act for the whole Creek nation. 

This pretended treaty gave the State of Georgia a largo territory; 
and the eighth article provided, that *' the Indians shall restore all 
*• the negroes, horses and other property, that are or may hereafter 
** be among them, belonging to the citizens of this State, or to any 
" other person whatever, to such person as the governor shall 
"appoint"! 

This attempt to make a treaty by the State of Georgia, in direct 
violation of the articles of Confederation, and to bind the Creek 
nation by an act of the representatives of only two of their towns, 
constitutes the first official transaction of which we have document- 
ary evidence, in that long train of events which has for seventy 
years involved our nation in difficulty, and the Exiles of Florida 
in persecutions and cruelties unequaled under Republican govern- 
ments. 

The Commissioners of the United States made report of their 
proceedings to Congress ; and those of Georgia reported to the 
governor of that State.^ Their report was transmitted to thtt 
Legislature, and that body, with an arrogance that commands our 
admiration, passed strong resolutions denouncing the action of the 
Federal Commissioners, commending the action of those of Georgia, 
and asserting her State sovereignty in language somewhat bom- 
bastic. 

)L^^^^^^ (1) Vide Report of Hi^ Knox, Seentorj of War, to the PftddMit, dated July 6, ITSii 
^^^fkmetlDUi State Popen, VoL V, page 16, where the Treaty to recited in ftilL 

(2) Vide papen aeoompanyinf tbe Beport of tbe Seeretuy of War, abore MfttMd lo^ 
■Murked A, and nnmbered 1, 2 and 9. 

2 
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i*7fiAi ^^ afkr the making of this pretended treaty, the 
Greeks commenoed hostilities, murdering the people on the 
fix^ntiers of Georgia, and burning their dwellings. The Spanish 
authorities of Florida were charged with fomenting these .difficul- 
ties, and the Congress of the United States felt constrained to 
interfere.^ The Commissioners previously appointed to form a 
tareaty with the Creeks, were, by a resolution of the Continental 
iTftT 1 Congress, adopted Oct. 26, instructed to obtain a treaty 
with the Indians which would secure a return of all pris- 
oners, of whatever age, sex or complexion, and to restore (tUfiigittve 
slaves belonging to citizens of the United States,^ 

This resolution was the first act on the part of the Continental 
Congress in favor of restoring fugitive slaves. It was adopted 
under the articles of Confederation, before the adoption of our 
present constitution, and of course constitutes no precedent under 
our present government ; yet it introduced a practice that has long 
agitated the nation, and may yet lead to important and even san- 
guinary results. 

Without awaiting the action of Congress, the authorities 

of Georgia, by her agents, entered into another treaty, at a 

place called '* Shoulderbone," by which the Creeks appear to have 

acknowledged the violation of the Treaty of Galphinton, and again 

stipulated to observe its covenants.^ 

We have no reliable information as to the number of the Creek 
towns repres^ted at the making of this third treaty by Georgia. 
The whole transaction was by the State, in her own name, by her 
own authority, without consent of Congress, and all papers relating 
to it, if any exist, would of course be among the manuscript files 
of that State. It is believed that Georgia never printed any of 
these treaties ; and we can only state their contents from recitals 



(1) Vld« letter of James White to M^Jor General Knox, of the 24th Haj, 1787. 
lean Stata Papers, Vol. n, Indiaii Aflhirs. 

(2) Amerieaa SUte Papers, Vol. V, pafe 26. 

(8) Vide Documents aooopipaByiog the Treaty of N«w Tork; Am. Stata Papen, Vol. I, 
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wtich we find among the State papers of the Federal Gk)vemment. 
It is however certain, that the Creeks denied that any such treaty 
had been entered into ; And tney continued hostilities, as though no 
guch treaty had been thought of by them. This pretended Treaty 
of Shouldorbone exerted no more moral influence among the Creeks 
than did that of Galphinton. The war continued between the 
people of Georgia and the Creeks. The savages appeared to be 
aroused to indignation by what they regarded as palpable fi-auds. . 
Excited at such eflforts to impose upon them stipulations degrading 
to their character, they prosecuted the war with increased bitterness. 
The natural results of such turpitude, induced Georgia to be 

1 7«ft 1 ^^^ ^^ ^^® ^^^^ ^^ ^^® sisterhood of States to adopt the 
Federal Constitution (Aug. 28) . Her statesmen expected 
it to relieve their State from the burthens of the war which then 
devastated her border. 

i»7Q0 1 ^<^^ as the Federal Government was organized under 
the constitution, the authorities of Georgia invoked its aid, 
to protect her people from the indignation of the Creek Indians. 

General Washington, President of the United States, at once 
appointed Commissioners to repair to the Indian country, ascertain 
the real difficulty, and if able, they were directed to negotiate a 
suitable treaty, in the name of the United States. The State of 
Georgia claimed title to the territory ceded by the treaties of Gal- 
phinton ^nd Shoulderbone ; while the Creeks entirely repudiated 
them, declaring them fraudulent, denying their validity, and refus- 
ing to abide by their stipulations. The governor of Georgia placed 
in the hands of the Commissioners of the United States, a list of 
property which had been lost since the close of the Revolution by 
the people of Georgia, for which they demanded indemnity of the 
Creeks. This list contained the names of one hundred and ten 
negroes, who were said to have left their masters during the 
Revolution, and found an jtsylum among the Creeks. The Treaty 
of Galphinton contained a stipulation on the part of the Creeks, to 
return all prisoners, of whatever age, sex or color, and all negroes 
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b«loiigmg to Uie citizens of Georgia, *'then residing wUh the 
Greeks,'' 

ArraQgements bad already been made witb tbe chie&, warriors 
and principal men of the Creek nation, to meet tbe Commissioners 
of tbe United States at Bock Landing, on tbe Oconee Kiver. Tbe 
Commissioners were received by the Indians witb great respect 
and formality ; but soon as tbey learned tbat tbe Commissioners 
were not antborized to restore tbeir lands, tbey broke off all nego- 
tiation, promising to remain in peace, bowever, until an opportu- 
nity sbould be presented for furtber negotiations. 

Tbe failure of tbis mission was followed by tbe appointment of 
Col. Willett, an intrepid officer of tbe Revolution, wbo was antbor- 
ized to proceed to tbe Creek nation, and, if possible, to induce its 
cbiefs and beadmen to repair to New York, wbere tbey could nego- 
tiate a new treaty, witbout tbe interference of tbe autboritdes or 
people of Georgia. 

Col. Willett was successful. He induced tbe principal cbief, 
McGillirray, tbe son of a distinguisbed Indian trader, togetber witb 
twenty*eigbt otber cbiefs and warriors, to come on to New York,, for 
tbe purpose of forming a treaty witb tbe United States, and settling 
all difficulties previously existing between Georgia and tbeir nation. 
On tbeir way to New York, they were received at Philadelphia, by 
tbe authorities of tbat city» witb great ceremony and respect. Tbeir 
vanity was flattered, and every effort made to induce them to 
believe peace witb tbe United States would be important to both 
parties. 

At New York tbey found Congress in session. Here tbey 
mingled witb tbe great men of our nation. The ** Columbian 
Order,'* or ** Tammany Society," was active in its attentions. 
Tbey escorted the delegation to the city, and entertiuned them with 
a public dinner; and made McGillivray, tbe principal chief, a 
member of tbeir society. In this way, tbe minds of tbe Indiana 
were prepared for entering into tbe treaty which followed. 
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^^Qf. ^ There was, among the people of the entire nataon, an 
intense anxiety to render every part of the Union satisfied 
and pleased with the Federal Goyemment, then jost formed, as 
they felt that theur only hope of prosperity depended upon a con- 
tinuance of the federal union. There was also a general sympathy 
throughout the nation with the slaveholders of the South, who were 
supposed to have suffered much, by the loss of their servants, 
during the war of the Eevolution ; few people at that time realizing 
thu moral guilt of holding their fellow-men in bondage. 

While the revolutionary contest was going on, many slaves in 
the Southern States escaped fram the service of their masters, and, 
under the proclamations of various British commanders, enlisted 
into the service of his Britannic Majesty ; and having taken the 
oath of allegiance to the crown of England, were regarded as Brit- 
ish subjects. Others escaped with their families, and getting on 
board British vessels, sailed to the West Indies, where they 
settled as *'free persons.'* Thus, while one class of masters had 
sustained great losses by the enlistment of their slaves, another 
class had suffered by the escape of their bondmen, through i^e aid 
jof Britidi vessels ; while a third sustained an equal loss by the 
escape of their servants to the Seminoles in Florida. These three 
different interests united in claiming the aid of government to 
regain possession of their slaves, or to obtain indemnity for their 
loss. 

The timely arrival of Mr. Pinckney, secured the insertion of a 
clause in the Treaty of Paris, providing that his Britannic Majesty 
should withdraw his troops from all American forts, arsenals, ship- 
yards, etc., without destroying ordnance or military stores, or 
** carrying away any negroes or other property of the inhabitants," 
This provision was regarded by the slaveholders of the South as 
securing a compensation to all those whose slaves had enlisted in 
the British army, as well as to those whose slaves had escaped to 
the British West India Islands by aid of English vessels ; while 
those whose servants were quietly living with the Seminoles, had 
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not been provided for by the treaty of peaoe.^ These ciroumstan 
ces rendered the owners of the Exiles more clainoroas for the inter 
position'of the State Government, inasmuch as the federal authority 
had entirely omitted to notice their interests, while it was supposed 
to have secured a compensation to the other two classes of claim- 
ants. 

It was under these circumstances, that General Washington pro- 
ceeded to the negotiation of the first treaty, entered into under our 
present form of government. The chie&, headmen and warriors of 
the Creek nation were present at New York : Georgia was also 
there by her senators and representatives, who carefully watched 
over her interests ; and General Knox, the Secretary of War, was 
appointed commissioner to negotiate a treaty, thus to be formed, 
under the personal supervision of the President. 

The object of the President was effected, a treaty was formed, 
and bears date August 1, 1790. It constitutes the title-page d 
our diplomatic history. This first exercise of our treaty-making 
power under the ccmstitution, was put forth for the benefit of the 
Slave interests of Georgia. It surrendered up to the Creeks certidn 
lands, which the authorities of Georgia claimed to hold under the 
treaty of Galphinton, but retained substantially the stipulation for 
the surrender of negroes, which had been inserted in that extraoi^ 
dinary compact. 

By the third article of this new treaty, it was stipulated as fol- 
lows: 

** The Creek nation shall deliver, as soon as pradticable, to the 
'* commanding officer of the troops of the United States stationed 
** at Rock Landing, on the Oconee River, all citizens of the United 
** States, white inhabitants or negroes, who are now prisoners in 
•* any part of the said nation. And if any such prisoners or 
** negroes should not be so delivered, on or before the first day of 

(1) The rMder need not be infonned, that tbeie demand! of indtmnltj tor atoTM mm 
promptly rejected hy the EngUih govonuoent ; and Jay's Treaty of 1794, surrendered thtm 
fonver. 
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**Jjme ensuing, the governor of Oeorgia may empower ihree 
** persons to repair to the said nation, in order to claim and rooeiye 
** such prisoners and negroes." 

Historians have referred to this clause as containing merely a 
Btipulatioi) for the surrender of prisoners ; ^ but the manner in 
which the term ** negroes** stands connected in the disjunctive form 
with that of ** prisoners," would appear to justify, at least to some 
extent, the subsequent construction put upon it, so far as regarded 
negroes then resident with the Creeks ; but it certainly makes no 
allusion to those who were residing with the Seminoles in Florida. 

It is a remarkable feature of this treaty, that the Creek 
chiefs, principal men and warriors should, in its first article, 
profess to act, not only for the Upper and Lower Creek Towns, but 
for the Seminoles who were in Florida, protected by Spanish laws. 
They had not been invited to attend the negotiation, had sent no 
delegate, were wholly unrepresented in the Council; indeed, so far 
as we are informed, were wholly ignorant of the objects which had 
called such a council, and of the fact even that a council was held, 
or a treaty negotiated. 

Our fathers had just passed through seven years of war and 
bloodshed, rather than submit to " taxation withovi representor 
tion ; " but this attempt to bind the Seminole Indians to surrendei 
up the Exiles, who were their friends and neighbors, and who now 
stood connected with them by marriage, and in all the relations of 
domestic life, without their consent or knowledge, constitutes ai 
inconsistency which can only be accounted for by the desire then 
prevalent, to gratify and please those who wielded the slaveholding 
influence of our nation. 

Another extraordinary feature of this treaty may be found in the 
secret article, by which the United Stat^a stipulated to pay the 
Greeks fifteen hundred dollars annually, in all coming time. The 
reason for making this stipulation secret is not to be learned from 
any documentary authority before the public, and cannot now be 

(1) HUdnth, in hli History of th« United States, ipiwlu of in that light 



14 . ZHX EXZLS8 Oir rjJORIBA. 

jUDOOunted for, except from the delicacy which the authorities of our 
nation then felt in taxing the people of the free States, to pay 
southern Indians for the return of those Exiles. And it is inter- 
esting at this day to look back and reflect,, that for nearly seventy 
years the people of the nation have contributed their funds to sus- 
tain the authority of those slaveholders of Georgia over their bond- 
men, while Northern statesmen have constantly assured tiieir 
constituents, they have ^nothing to do with that institution. 

It would be uncharitable to believe, that General Washington 
was at that time conscious that he was thus precipitating our nation 
upon a policy destined to involve its government in difficulties, 
whose termination would be uncertain. 

After the treaty had been agreed to by the parties making it. 
General Washington met the chfefe, headmen and warriors, as- 
sembled in the Hall of Representatives, in the presence of members 
of Congress and a large concourse of spectators. The treaty was 
publicly read, and to each article the Indians expressed their assent, 
and signed it in the presence of the people, each receiving from the 
President a string of wampum. The President then shook hands 
with each, which concluded the ceremonies of the day. 

The treaty was transmitted on the following day to the Senate, 
accompaiHed by a Message from the President, saying : ** I flatter 
** myself that this treaty will be productive of present peace and 
" prosperity to our Southern frontier. It is to be expected, also, that 
'* it mil be the means of firmly attaching the Creeks and neighboring 
'* tribes to the interests of the United States." The President also 
alluded in his message to the treaty of Galphinton, as containing a 
stipulation to cede to Georgia certain other lands, which it was 
believed would be detrimental to the interests of the Indians, and, 
'therefore, tliat covenant had been disregarded in the ** treaty of 
New York." In another Message* to the Senate, on the eleventh 
of August, the President says: **This treaty may be regarded as 
*♦ the main foundation of the future peace and prosperity of the 
•* Southwestern frontier of the United States." 
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On the ninth of August, a motion was made in the Senate to 
refer the treaty to a select committee, which was rejected by a vote 
of ten nays to eight yeas ; and on the twelfth, it was approved by 
a vote of fifteen yeas to four nays ; but we have no report of any 
discussion upon the subject, nor do we know at this day the objec- 
tions which dictated the votes given against its ratification.^ 

(1) Vide Anxmli of Ck>ngn80, VoL I, paces 1063-70-71 
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rURTHER EFFORTS TO RESTORE EXILES. 

Beminoles ropadiate Treaty of New York — Attempts to induce Spanish authoritiet 10 
deliTer up the Exiles — Their refusal —-Lower Creeks hostile to Treaty —McGilliTray — 
His parentage and character — Georgia hostile to Treaty — Makes war upon Creeks-' 
Gener&l Washington announces failure to maintain Peace — General Knox's recommen- 
datioii —Decision of United States Court — Exertions — Combination of yarious classes 
of Claimants — Washington finds his influence powerless— Appoints Judge Jay — Fail- 
ore of clahns on England — Condition and habits of Exiles — Effect on Slares of Oeorgia 
— Treaty of Colerain — Commissioners of Georgia leaye Council in disgust — Election of 
(he elder Adams— His Administration — Election of JeCforson — His AdminLitration. 

The long pending difficulties between Georgia and the neighbor- 
ing tribes of Indians were now (1791) believed to be permanently 
settled, and it was thought the new government would proceed in the 
discharge of its duties without further perplexity. But it was soon 
found impossible for the Creeks to comply with their stipulations. 
The Seminoles refused to recognize the treaty, insisting that they 
were not bound by any compact, arrangement or agreement, made 
by the United States and the Creeks, to which they were not a 
party, and of which they had no notice ; that they were a separate, 
independent tribe ; that this fact was well known to both Creeks 
and the United States ; and that the attempt of those parties to 
declare what the Seminoles should do, or should not do, was insult- 
ing to their dignity, to their self-respect, and only worthy of their 
contempt. They therefore wholly discarded the treaty, and repu- 
diated all its provisions. They resided in Florida, under the 
jurisdiction of Spanish laws, subject only to thb crown of Spain. 

m 
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There tbej enjoyed that liberty so congenial to savages, as well as 
civilized men. The Creeks dared not attempt to bring back the 
Exiles by force, and the Government of the United States was 
unwilling to invade a Spanish colony for the purpose of recapturing 
those who had escaped from the bonds of oppression, and had 
become legally ^^e. 

1 7Q9 1 ^^ ^^^^ ^^^ ^^ afiSiirs, an agent by the name of Seagrove 
was sent to Florida for the purpose of negotiating with the 
Spanish authorities for the return of the Exiles. He had been agent 
to the Creek Indians, and well understood their views in regard to 
the treaty. When he reached Florida, he found the authorities of 
that Province entirely opposed to the surrender of any subjects of 
the Spanish crown to slavery. T)ie Exiles were regarded as holding 
the same rights which the white citizens held ; and it was evident, 
that the representatives of the King of Spain encouraged both the 
Seminole Indians and Exiles, to refuse compliance with the treaty 
of New YoA.^ 

Nor was the Creek nation united upon this subject. The " lower 
Creeks," or those who resided on the southern frontier of (Georgia, 
were not zealous in their support of the treaty; and it was said that 
McGillivray, the principal chief of the Creeks, was himself becom- 
ing unfriendly to the United States, and rather disposed to unite 
with tiie Spanish authorities. This man exerted great influence 
with the Indians. He was the son of an Indian trader, a Scotchman, 
by a Creek woman, the daughter of a distinguished chief. He had 
received a good English education ; but his father had joined the 
English during the Kevolution, and he, having been offended by 
somo leading men of Georgia, had taken up his residence with the 
Indians and become their principal chief, in whom they reposed 
implicit confidence. 

Amid these difficulties, the people of Georgia manifested an 
equal hostility to the treaty, inasmuch as it surrendered a large ter- 

(1) Vldo Corrcflpondence on this subject between SeagroTe and the War DepartOMiit. 
Amerkan State Papers, Vol. V, pages 804^, 820, 888, 887, and 892. 
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ni4iy of that State, whieh the aathmties of Georgia pretenied to 
have obtained by the treaty of Gralphinton. The generalfeeling in 
that State was &r from being satisfied with the action of the Fed- 
oral Gk)vemment. Seagrove, writing to the Secretary of War on 
this subject, declared, that '*to such lengths have matters gone, 
*' that they (the Georgians) now consider the troops and servants 
'' of the United States who are placed among them, nearly as great 
" enemies as they do the Indians." ^ 

Under these circumstances, the Govemcnr of Georgia was address- 
ed, by order of the President ; but he evidently participated in the 
popular feeling c^ his State. While the Spanish authorities and 
Seminoles, both Indians and Exiles, repudiated the treaty of New 
York, Governor Tellfair, of Georgia, deolared that the people of 
his State ** wovM recognize no treaty in which her commi$9ioner8 
were not consulted,*^ Instead of observing its stipulations of peace, 
he proceeded to raise an army ; invaded the Cre^ country, atta<^ed 
one of their towns said to be friendly to Georgia, killed some of 
their people, took others prisoners, burned their dwellings, and 
destroyed their crops. 

1 701 1 ^^^ Creeks declared their inability to return tiie Exiles,^ 
and, on the thirtieth of January, General Washington, in 
a Special Message to Congress, announced the failure of all cfiforts 
to maintain tranquillity between the people of Georgia and the 
Credc Indians. Such were the difficulties surrounding the subject 
of regaining the Exiles, that General Knox, Secretary of War, in a 
written comnounication addressed to the President, reoomniended 
that Congress should make an appropriation to their owners, from 
the public treasury, as the only practicable manner in which that 
matter could be settled.^ This communication was transmitted to 
Congress by the President, accompanied by a special message, 
i^commending it to the consideration of that body ; but the m^- 

(1) American State Papers, " Indian Affairs,*' Vol. 11, p. d05. 

(2) Vide talk of principal Chief at Treaty of Colerain. 
(8) Vide Annals of Congress of that date. 
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l«rs appetred unwUliDg to adopt the policy thtis suggested. They 
seem to hare enterlained doubts as to the propriety of appropria- 
ting the money of the people to pay for fugitive slaves. They 
respectfully laid the Message, and the recommendation of the Sec- 
retary of War, upon the table, and ordered them to be printed.* 

The claimants of the Exiles were again encouraged and strength- 
ened in their expectations by the exdtement prevailing in the 
southern portion of the Union, arising from a decision of the Circuit 
Court of the United States, held at Richmond, Virginia. At the 
commencement of the war, the States prohibited the collection of 
debts due British subjects from citizens of the Colonies. These 
debts had remained unpaid for some sixteen years ; and although 
Ae debtors entertained an expectation of paying them at some 
future period, many intended meeting those demands by the funds 
which they supposed, would be awarded them as indemnity for 
slaves carried away in British vessels during the Kevolution, and 
fiff those enlisted into the British army. 

These laws, enacted at the commencement of the Bevolution, 
were deekred by the Court to have been superseded by the 
tr^tydof peace, in 1783 ; and the debtors in the several States 
thus became liable to the payment of those debts, while their 
demands of indemnity for slaves were pending, and the British 
€k)vemment had thus far refused to acknowledge their validity. 
These clsdmantiB became impatient of delay, and demanded that 
another treaty be formed with England, by which they could obtain 
indemnity for the loss of their slaves. These uniting with those 
who claimed a return of the Exiles in Florida, constituted an influ- 
ential portion of the people of the Southern States, whose joint 
influence was exerted to involve the Government in the support of 
slavery. 

Notwid»tanding these clamors, the (Government was powerlesi? 
as to obttuning relief for either class. The British Ministry 

(1) Vid« papers aecompanyiof Um treaty of Colenin. Ameiioan State Pap«asB, Ttl. i; 
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refused mdemnity, and the Seminoles, ^pported and eneonraged 
bj the Spanish aathorities» were inexorable in their refusal to sor* 
render the Exiles. 

At tiiat early period of our history, the subject of slavery greatly 
perplexed the Federal Administration ; nor was the genius, or the 
influence of Washington, sufficiently powerful to silence the mal- 
contents. He was fortunate in selecting Judge Jay, of New York, 
as a Minister Plenipotentiary, for negotiating a treaty with Great 
Britain. This illustrious patriot possessed great purity of character; 
had long been distinguished for his devotion to the welflEire of the 
nation ; and, although a Northern man, Southern slave claimants 
could raise no objection to him. 

But every step towards the adjustment of the claims arising 
for slaves carried away by the English ships, or enlisted into 
the British army, had the effect to render the owners of Exiles 
more importunate. There was only one recourse, however, left for 
the Administration ; they could do no more than to call on the 
Creeks for a new treaty, in order to adjust these claims. 
^^r.P' -, As the President was about to take measures for obtain* 
ing another treaty with the Creeks, news arrived from 
England that Judge Jay, in forming a new treaty with the British 
Crown, had been constrained to surrender all chums of our citizens 
for slaves carried from the United States in British vessels during 
the war, or for those who had enlisted into the British service. 
This news created much excitement among the slaveholders of the 
Southern States. The treaty was denounced by the public Press^ 
and a strcmg effort was made to defeat its approval by the Senate 
But failing in that, the slave power was rallied in opposition to 
making any appropriation, by the House of Representatives, for 
carrying the treaty into effect, and perhaps at no time since the 
Union was formed, has it been in greater danger of disruption ; but 
the friends of the treaty prevailed in both Houses of Congress, and 
it became a paramount law of the nation. 

While these incidents were transpiring, the Exiles were aigaged 
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in oultiyatbg the^* lands, extending their plantations and incoieasifig 
their flocks and herds, and consdidating their friendships with the 
Indians around them. Of fill these facts the bondmen of Georgia 
had full knowledge. It were impossible for them to contemplate 
their friends, in the enjoyment of these rights and privileges, with- 
out a strong desire to share in those blessings of freedom. The 
example of the Exiles was thus constantly exerting an influence 
upon those who remained in bondage. Many of them sought 
opportunities to flee into Florida, where they, in like manner, 
became free subjects of Spain. 

This condition of things induced General Washiogton to make 
another eHbrt to remedy existing evils, and prevent their recurrence 
in future. He took measures to obtain the attendance of the Cliiefs, 
head men and warriors of the Creek nation, at a place called Cole- 
rain, for the purpose of forming another treaty. He again ap- 
17QR 1 P^^°^^ Benjamin Hawkins, George Clymer and Andrew 
Pickens, Commissioners, to meet the Indians in Council, 
and agree upon the proper adjustment of pending difficulties. 
Theee men were interested in the institution of Slavery, and w^^ 
supposed to be perfectly acceptable to the claimants, as well as to 
the authorities of Georgia. 

The parties met at the place appointed, and proceeded to 
the consideration of the proposed treaty. The Creeks were not 
disposed to make further grants of territory ; nor were they able to 
give any better assurance for the return of the Exiles than had 
been given at New York. They insisted that, by the treaty of 
New York, they were only bound to return those negroes who had 
been captured since the treaty of peace between the United States 
and Great Britain ; these they had delivered up, so far as they 
were able to surrender t^em. They admitted there' were more 
negroes among them, whom they might probably obtain at some 
future day, and expressed a willingness to do so. It is however 
evident, from- the talk of the various Chiefs, that they had no idea 
of returning those Exiles who were residing in Florida — no allusion 
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being made to tbem by either of the Commissioners, on the part of 
the United States, nor by the Indians. The Council was also 
attended by Commissioners on the part of Georgia, who attempted 
to dictate the manner of transacting the business, and, even in 
(^nsiYe language, charged the Commissioners of the United States 
with improper conduct; but in no instance did they name the 
Seminoles, nor allude to any obligation, on the part of the Creeks, 
to return the Exiles resident among the Seminoles. It should 
however be borne in mind, that these Commissioners on behalf of 
Georgia left the council in disgust, before the close of the negotia- 
tion. In the treaty itself, however, there is a stipulation that the 
treaty of New York shall remain in force, except such parts as 
were expressly changed* by that entered into at Colerain ; and that 
portion of the treaty of New York by which the Creeks assumed to 
bind the Seminoles, was not changed.^ 

The seventh article of the Treaty of Colerain reads as follows:-^ 
*^ The Creek nation shall deliver, as soon as practicable, to the 
** Superintendent of Indian Af&irs, at such place as he may direct, 
** all the citizens of the United States, white inhabitants and negroes, 
" who are now prisoners in any part of the said nation, agreeably to 
** the treaty at New York ; and also all citizens, white inhabitants, 
*^ negroes and property, taken since the signing of that treaty. And 
'* if any sudi prisoners, negroes, or property, should not be delivered 
" on or before the first day of January next, the Governor of Geor^a 
** may empower three persons to repair to the said nation, in order to 
" claim and receive such prisoners, negroes and property, under the 
" direction of the President of the United States." This stipulation 
was understood by the Creeks, and they were willing to perf<mn it; 
but it is very obvious, from all the circumstances, that ihey had no 
idea of binding the Seminoles to return the Exiles resident in 
Florida. 

(1) vide the papers aocompanylog this Treaty when submitted to the Senate. Th^ are 
oeUeeted in the Be<xmd Tolome of American State Papers, entitled ** In^Ban AlbAnJ* Thej 
will afford much interesting matter as to the doofcrinei of " Stale Bi^^ts " and NoUIflo** 
tion. irhkh it is unnecessary to embrace in this work. 
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The State of Georgia obtained yeiy Httle territory by this treatj, 
and no farther indemnity for the loss of their fugitive bondmen* 
The people of that State, therefore, were greatly dissatisfied with it* 
But the extraordinary feature of this treaty, consists in the sub* 
sequent construction placed upon it by the authorities of Georgia, 
who, twenty-five years subsequently, insisted that the Seminoles 
were in fact a part of the Creek tribe, bound by the Creek treaties, 
and that the Creek nation were under obligation to compel the 
Seminoles to observe treaties made by the Creeks. 

In each of the treaties made between the State of Georgia and 
the Creeks, as well as in that made at New York, between the 
United States and the Creek nation, attempts had been made to 
lund the Seminoles^ although that tribe had steadily and uniformly 
denied the authority of the Creeks to bind them ; and being sus- 
tained by the Spanish authorities, it became evident that all further 
efiurts to induce them to submit to the government of the Creeks 
would be useless. This independence they had maintained for 
nearly half a century. They had in no instance acknowledged the 
authority of the Creeks since they left Georgia, in 1760 ; nor is it 
reasonable to suppose the authorities of that State, or those of the 
United States, were ignorant of tha]b important circumstance. 

The flagrant injustice of holding the Creeks responsible for fugi- 
tive slaves resident in Florida, and under protection of the Spanish 
crown, must be obvious to every reader ; and the inquiry will at 
once arise, Why did the Creek chiefs at New York consent to 
such a stipulation ? The answer perhaps mays be found in the 
secret article of that treaty, giving to the Creeks fifteen hundred 
dollars annually, ^/brwcr, and to McGillivray twelve hundred dollars 
during life, and to six other chiefs one hundred dollars annuoMy, 
These direct and positive bribes could not fail to have efl^et. The 
necessity for keeping this article secret from the Indians generally, 
and from the people of the United States, is very apparent ; as thd 
propriety of thus taking money, drawn from the free States to hrib^ 
Xodian chiefe to obligate their nation to seize and return fugitive 
3 
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daves, wonld Have been doubted by savages as well as civilized 
men. But the duty of the Creeks to seize and return tbe Exiles 
was legally recognized by tbe treaty of Colerain, which admitted 
the treaty of New York to be in force. This was regarded as a 
continuance of the claims of Georgia, although the Creeks appear to 
have had no idea of entering into such stipulations. 
^ Many circumstances now combined to quiet the appre- 

hensions of the fugitive bondmen in Florida; The elder 
Adams had been elected President in the autumn of 1796, and 
assumed the duties of his office on the fourth of March following. 
A descendant of the Pilgrims, he hkd been reared and educated 
among the lovers of liberty ; he had long served in Congress ; he 
had reported upon the rights of the people of the Colonies in 1774, 
and was chairman of the committee who reported the Declaration 
of Independence, in 1776, and to its doctrines he had ever exhib- 
ited an unfaltering devotion. From such an Admmistration the 
claimants in Georgia could expect but little aid. 

Another consideration, cheering to the friends of Freedom, was 
t^e total failure of the claims on Great Britain, for slaves lost 
during the War of the Revolution. The influence t)f those claim* 
ants was no longer felt in the Government. The public indignation 
was also somewhat excited against the institution of Slavery by 
incidents of a barbarous character, which had then recently trans- 
pired in North Carolina. After the promulgation of the Declara- 
tion of Independence, the Quakers of that State, conscious of its 
momentous truths, proceeded in good faith to emancipate their 
slaves; believing that the only mode in which they could evince 
their adherence to its doctrines. 

The advocates of oppression were offended at this practical recog- 
nition of the ** equal right of all men to liberty," and, to manifest 
their abhorrence of such doctrines, arrested the slaves so emancipa- 
ted as fugitives from labor. The Quakers, ever true to their 
convictions of justice, lent their influence, and contributed their 
funds, to test the legal rights of the persons thus set at liberty, 
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Before the proper tribunals of tbe State; and tbe question was 
carried to the Court of Appeals, where a final judgment was rend- 
ered in favor of their fireedom. This decision appears to have 
disappointed general expectation among the advocates of slavery, 
and created much excitement throughout the Stato. 

At the next session of the Legislature, an act was passed author^ 
Izing persons posses^g landed proper^ to seize and reenslave the 
people thus emancipated.. But the planters of that State were 
usually possessed of wealth and intelligence, and^ holding prin- 
ciples of honor, they refused to perform so degrading a service ; 
and the liberated negroes continued to enjoy their freedom. 

But the opponents of liberty became so clamorous against the 
example thus set in favor of fi*eedom, that the Legislature passed 
an amendatory act, authorizing any person to seize, imprison and 
sell; as slaves, any negro who had been emancipated in said State, 
except those who had served in the army of the United Suues 
during the war of the Revolution. 

Persons of desperate character, gamblers, slave-dealers and horse 
thieves, were now authorized to gratify their cupidity, by seizing 
and selling persons who had for years enjoyed their liberty ; and 
the scenes which followed, were in no respect creditable to tb» 
State, to the civilization or Christianity of the age. Emancipated 
fiunilies were broken up and separated for over. In some instances 
the wife escaped, while the husband was captured. Parents were 
seized, and their children escaped. Bloodhounds were employed 
to chase down those who fled to the forests and swamps, in order to 
avoid men more cruel than bloodhounds. 

The Quakers, so &r as able, assisted these persecuted people to 
escape to other States. Some left North Carolina on board ships ; 
others fled north by land ; and many reached the free States, where 
their descendants yet live. But even our free States did not af&rd 
a safe retreat from the cruelty of inexorable slave-catchers. Those 
free persons were seized in Philadelphia, and, under the fugitive 
slave law of 1793, were imprisoned in that city ; and, what excites 



96 THB ^EXILES OV VLO&IDA. 

•till greater wonder, were delivered up and carried baok ta 
Dondage.^ 

Some of these people, while in Pennsylyania, sent petitions to 
Congress, praying jH^tection agmnst such barbarity; and great 
excitement was aroused among Southern members by the presenta* 
tion of such petitions. The Quakers of that State, and of New 
Jersey, also sent petitions to Congress, praying that these people 
may be protected against such piratical persecution. The popubr 
feeling of the nation was shodced at these things, and great indig- 
nation against the institution, generally, was aroused. 

We have no record of further attempts on the part of the claim- 
ants to. obtain a return of the Exiles, after the Treaty of Colerain, 
uitil the close of Mr. Adams's administration. During that 
period, the fugitives remained quietly in their homes, undisturbed 
by their former masters. Their numbers were often increased by 
new arrivals, as well as by the natural laws of population, and they 
began to assume the appearance of an established community. 

In 1801, Mr. Jefferson entered upon the duties of President. 
He bad himself penned the Declaration of Independence, and 
manifested a deep devotion to its doctrines. Nor do we find that 
any attempt was made by him for the return of the Exiles ; nor 
were there any measures adopted to obtain indemnity for the loss.<^ 
the claimants during the eight years of his Administration. 

In 1802, a new law regulating intercourse with the Indian 
tribes wm enacted, by which the holders of slaves were secured for 
the price or value of any bondmen who should leave his master and 
take up his rendence with any Indian tribe resident in the United 
States, or Territwies thereof — at least such was the construction 
given to this statute. 

The Creeks, Cherokoes, and other Southern tribes, had gradu- 
ally adopted the institution of Slavery, so long practiced by their 

(1) Vide Annals of IVth Congress, 2d Session 
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more civilized neighbors, and thus became interested in every eflfort 
to extinguish the hope cherished among their own bondmen, of 
regaining freedom by fleeing from their masters. And many cir- 
cumstances now appeared to favor the idea, that no more attempts 
would be made to compel a return of the Exiles to bondage. 



CHAPTER III. 

nOSTILIITES MAINTAINED BY GEORGIA. 

Mr. Modiwn'a election — His clxaracter— Desire of people of Georgia to enslave Exilei — 
They demand annexation of Florida — Congress passes a law for taking possession of 
that TerriUMry — General Mathews appointed Commissioner — Declares insurrection — 
Takes poseeasionof Amelia Inland— Spanish GoTernment demands explanation — The 
President disavows acts of Mathews — Governor Mitchell succeeds Mathews — Georgia 
raises an Army — Florida invaded — Troops surrounded by savage foes — Their danger — 
Their retreat— Stealing Slaves — Lower Creeks join Seminoles— Georgia demands their 
surrender — Chiefs refuse — Georgia complains — President refuses to interfere —Another 
invasion of Florida— Towns burned; Cattle stolwn — Troops withdrawn firom Amelia 
Island — Public attention directed toward our Northern frontier — Lord Cockrane enters 
Chesapeake Bay — Issues Psoclamation to Slaves — Dismay of Slaveholders — Slaves go 
on iMsrd British ships— Several vessels enter Appalachicola Bay — Col. Nichols lands 
there with Troops — Gathers around him Exiles and Indians — Builds a Fort, arms it, 
and places Military Stores In its Magazines — Treaty of Peace with England — Provision 
in rfgard to Slaves taken away during War — Claimants of the Exiles encouraged — Col 
Nichols delivers Fort to the Exiles — Their plantations, wealth, and social condition — 
Our Army — General Gaines represent? Fort as in possession of Outlaws — Plans for its 
destruction — Correspondence — General Jackson's order — CoL Clinch's Expedition — 
Met by Sailing-Master Loomis and two gun-boats — Fort blown up — Destruction of 
human life — N^roes captured and enslaved — Property taken — Claimed by Governor 
of Florida — First Scmipole War commenced. 

When Mr. Madison assumed the duties of President (March 4, 
1809), the Exiles were quietly enjoying their freedom; each sitting 
under his own vine and fig-tree, without molestation or fear. Many 
had been bom in the Seminole country, and now saw around them 
children and grand-children, in the enjoyment of all the necessaries 
of life. Many, even of those who fled from Georgia after the for- 
mation of that colony, had departed to their final rest ; but their 
children and friends had been comparatively free from persecutions 

(28) 
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rinco the Treaty <^ Colerain, in 1796. Discarding all connection 
with the Creeks, and living under protection of Spain » and feeling 
their right to liberty was ** self-evident/' tiioy believed the United 
States to have tacitly admitted their claims to freedom. With these 
impressions, they dwelt in conscious security, believing no further 
attempts would be made to reenslave them. Mr. Madison had 
penned the memorable Address of Congress to the people of the 
United States, puUished near the close of the old Confederation, 
in which was reiterated, in glowing language, thB doctrines of the 
Declaration of Independence ; and in the Convention that framed 
the Constitution, he had declared ** it would be wrong to admit, in 
that instrument, that man can hold property in man.*^ 
1 fti n 1 ^^^ people of Georgia were not satisfied with the exiBting 
state of tilings. They were greatly excited at seeing those 
who had once been slaves, in South Carolina and in Georgia, now 
live quietly and happily in the enjoyment of liberty, with their 
flocks and their herds, their wives and their little ones, arodnd 
tliem ; but they were on Spanish soil, protected by Spanish laws. 
The only mode of enslaving them was, firstly, to obtain jurisdiction 
of the Territory ; and the annexation of Florida to the United 
States was, accordingly, urged upon the Federal Government. 

Spain had acquired her American territories by conquest, and 
was too proud to part with them. An excitement, however, was 
raised in £Eivor of its annexation ; and this anxiety to secure the 
slave interests of the South, soon extended to Congress, 
and infused itself into the Executive policy of the nation. 
A law was passed by the two Houses, in secret session, and approved 
by the President, for taking possession of Florida. Gen. Mathews, 
a slaveholder of Georgia, was appointed Commissioner for that 
purpose. A few malcontents were found in the northeastern part 
of the Territory ; their numbers were increased by men of desperate 
fortunes from Georgia; and an insurrection was proclaimed by the 
Acting General. Mathews, commanduig the insurgents, took pos- 
session of Amelia Island, and of the country opposite to it on the 
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inain knd. The Spanish Gk)yenimeQfc, on learning the oatiage, 
remonstrated with our Executive, who disavowed the a^ of Math- 
ews, whom he recaUed ; and proceeded to appoint Oeneral MitcheUi 
the Goyemor of Oeorgia, to act as Commissioner, in place of 
Mathews. 

Mitchell, however, continued to hold military possession of the 
island and part of the main land, and, in fact, continued to carry 
forward the policy which Mathews had inaugurated. These things, 
occurred while our nation was professedly at peace with Spain, and 
constituted a most flagrant violation of our national faith. 
• The Executive of Georgia, apparently entertaining the 

idea that his State was competent to declare war and 
make peace, raised an army, which, under the command of the 
Adjutant General, entered Florida with the avowed intention of 
exterminating the Seminoles, who had so long refused to surrender 
the Exiles ; while the real object was the recapture and reenslave- 
ment of the refugees. The Creeks of the Lower Towns, howevet, 
took sides with the Seminoles, in opposing this piratical foray of 
slave-catchers. The army having penetrated a hundred miles or 
more into Fbrida, found itself surrounded with hostile savages. 
Their supplies were cut off; the men, reduced almost to a state of 
starvation, were compelled to retrace their steps; and with great 
loss the survivors reached Georgia. But they robbed those Spanish 
inhabitants who fell in their way of all their provisions, and left 
them to suffer for the want of food. Nor were the Georgians satis- 
fied with taking such provisions as were necessary to support life ; 
they also took with them a large number of slaves, owned by 
Spanish masters, with whom they resided. ^ 

(1) The claims of these ancient Spanish inhabitants for indemnity against those robber- 
ies, have been pressed upon the consideration of Congress for tlie last twenty-five years, aid 
were recently pending before the Court of Claims. When the bill for their relief was under 
discussioa before the House of Representatives, la 1843, Hon. John Quincy Adams pre- 
sented a list of some ninety slaves, for the losa of whom the owners claimed compensa- 
tlon fimn the United States. But the diseosrions which arose on private bills ware ndi at 
that time reported ; and neither this exhibit, nor the speech of Mr. Adams, are to be 
^oond in the Congressional Debates of that day. 
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The people, and the authorities of Georgia, were greatly incensed 
at the Creek Indians, who had assisted the Seminoles in defendmg 
^emselyes; and the Governor of that State demanded of the chitfe 
a surrender of those individuals who had thus offended against the 
sovereignty of that commonwealth. The chiefs refused to deliver 
up their brethren, and the Governor complained to the President 
of this disregard of slaveholding comity by the Creeks. 
. The Federal authorities appear to have felt very little interest in 
the matter, and Georgia determined to redress her own grievances. 
The Legislature of that State, deeming their interests neglected by 
the Federal Government, passed resolutions declaring the occupa- 
tion of Florida essential to the safety and welfare of their people, 
whether Congress authorized it or not ; and they passed an act for 
raising a force " to reduce St. Augustine and punish the Indians,^* 

Under this declaration of war by the sovereign power of Georgia, 
another army was raised. Hunters, trappers, vagabonds, and men 
of desperate fortunes, were collected from that State, from EtisI 
Tennessee, and from other Southern States, to the number of five 
hundred; and Florida was again invaded. This expedition was 
more successful, in some respects, than the first. They burned two 
or three of the smaller Seminole towns, destroyed several cornfields 
that had been planted by the Exiles, and drove back to Georgia 
large herds of cattle, which they had stolen from the negroes ; yet 
the principal object of the Expedition failed : They were unable to 
capture an individual, or family, of the Exiles. There were no 
Spanish inhabitants in that part of Florida from whom they eould 
capture slaves, and they were compelled to return without human 
victims, but with the loss of several individuals of their own party. 
Thus, after a struggle of more than two years (ending May, 1813), 
the State of Georgia found itself unable to conquer Florida or the 
Seminoles, or to capture the Exiles. Further prosecution of the 
war was given up, the troops were withdrawn from Amelia Island, 
and peace was restored. 

This extraordinary proceeding, on the part of Georgia, appears 
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to haye excited very little attention at the time ; probably in con- 
sequence of the more important operations that were then being 
carried forward, upon our Northern and Northwestern frontiers. 
Harrison at Tippecanoe, and at Maumee ; and Scott and Van Hens* 
selaer at Queenstou, and along the Niagara frontier, were gallantly 
confronting the British army, aided by powerful allies from the 
various neighboring tribes of savages; and so greatly was the 
attention of the people of the Northern States absorbed in these 
operations, that they were scarcely conscious of the slave-catching 
forays carried on by the State of Ooorgia. Indeed, during these 
operations, the public men of that State were among the most 
vehement advocates for a strict construction of the Federal Con- 
stitution, and for maintaining the American Union. 
I ftl n These transactions upon our Southern frontier, called 
attention of British Ministers to the Seminoles and the 
Exiles. A hostile fleet entered Chesapeake Bay, under Lord 
Cochrane, who issued a proclamation inviting all persons (meaning 
slaves), who desired to emigrate from the United States, to come 
with their families on board his Britannic Majesty's ships of war ; 
assuring them of the privilege of entering his Majesty's naval 
service, or of settling with their families, as free persons, in either 
of the British West India Islands. This proclamation was widely 
circulated, and spread very general consternation along our South- 
em seaboard : it gave the slaveholders of Georgia occasion to look 
to their own protection; and to secure the fidelity of those bondmen 
who yet remained in the service of their masters.^ 

Two British sloops of war and some smaller vessels suddenly 
appeared in Appalachicola Bay, where they landed a body of troops, 

(1) Blany slares actually fled from their marten and found an afylnm on board British 
▼•nelc. Some sixty, belimglng to a planter named Forbes, who resided In Georgia, left hif 
plantation and took shelter on board the ship commanded by Lord Coehrane. They were 
transported to Jamaica, where they settled and lived as other free people. After the rosto* 
ration of peace, Forbes sued his Lordship, before the British courts, for damages sustained 
by the loss of these slayes. The case elicited much learning in regard to the law of Slavary 
and, next to that of Sommerset, may be regarded as the most important on that sal()ect 
trer litigated bcftre an EngUsh ooort. 
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under lieot Gokmel NidioK <^ ^ British Army, for the purpose 
of lending support and proteetion to the Exiles and iheir Indian 
allies. He qtened oonununications witih them, furnished them with 
arms and ammunition, and soon drew around him a considerable 
force of Indians as well as negroes. His encampment was on the east 
side of the Appalachicola River, some thirty miles above its mouth. 
In November, he completed a stroug fort on the bank of that stream. 
Some eight pieces of heavy ordnance were mounted upon its walk, 
and its magazine was well stored with the material of war.^ It was 
evidently intended as a defense against the forays of slave-catchers, 
who were not expected to bring with them heavy artillery. The 
flan was well conceived. Even the plundering expeditions au- 
^rksed by the State of Oeorgia, would have been unable to make 
any impression on this fortification. But neither Nichols, nor the 
Exiles, appear to have anticipated the employment of the United 
States navy in a piratical work, discarded by most Christian nations 
and people, and allowed to be carried on only upon the African 
coast. 

The British fleet withdrew from the coast of Georgia, and the 
slaveholders of that State were relieved, for a time, from those 
{^prehensions of slave insurrection which had been excited by the 
proclamation of Lord Cochrane. 

In the meantime the Treaty of Ghent was ratified, and peace 
restored to the country. In that treaty the interests of Slavery 

(1) ^ Monette," In hi> '* History of the Valley of the Mississippi," says Woodbine erected 
tills fl>rt in the sammer of 1816 ; and snch were the representations made before the Oom- 
IBlfctee appoioted in 1819, to InTeetigate the oondoctof Cknentl Jackson, in taking posseM- 
km of Florida. Bat the reader will notice Che Letter of General Qaines, hereafter quoted, 
which beazi dato on the 14th May, 1815, and ojffUiaUy informed the Secretary of War that 
**«i«gfMs and oKftotra have taken pouessUm of a Ton on thi Appalaohigoia Rrrit.'' 
ratk iru note than a year before the time of erecting the fort, aeoordlsg to " Monette." 

The parapet of the fort was said to be fifteen feet high and eighteen thick, situated 
upon a gentfe clUf, with a fine stream emptying into the riTer near Its base, and a swamp 
in the rear, which protected it firom the approach of artniery by land. On its walls were 
mounted one thirty-two pounder, three twenty-four pounders, two nine pounders, two six 
pounden, and one brass fire and a half-inch howitmr. Vide Official Report of Safliof* 
MMer Loomis. 
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Iiad not been forgotten ; and the same stipalationB were inserted, 
in regard to the withdrawal of his Majesty's troops and navj, 
" without taking or carrying away any negroes or otlior property 
"of the citiasens," which characterised tiie treaty o£ 1782. The 
owners of slaves who had fled from service under the proclamation 
of Lord Cochrane, now determined to obtain compensation for their 
loss. This general feeling again aroused the cupidify of tiiose whose 
fathers had once claimed to own those Exiles, who fled from Qeor- 
gia some thirty or forty years previously. 

In the spring of 1815, Colonel Nichols and his troops withdrew 
from Florida, leaving the fort, with its entire armament and magar 
zinc of military stores, in the possession of the Exiles, who veiled 
in the vicinity. Their plantations extended along the river several 
miles, above and below the fort.^ Many of them possessed large 
herds of cattle and horses, wliich roamed in the forests, gathering 
their food, both in summer apd winter, without expense or trouble 
to their owners. 

The Pioneer Exiles from South Carolina had settled here long 
before the Colony of Georgia existed. Several generations had 
lived to manhood and died in those forest-homes. To their deseend* 
ants it had become consecrated by *' many an oil told tale " of early 
adventure, of hardship and suffering ; the recollection of winch had 
been retained in tradition, told in story, and sung in their rode 
lays. Here were the graves of then: ancestors, around whose 
memories were clustered the fondest recollections of the human 
mind. The climate was genial. They were surrounded by ezteur 
sive forests, and far removed from the habitations of those enemies 
of freedom who sought to enslave them ; and they regarded them- 
selves as secure in the enjoyment of liberty. Shut out from the 
cares and strifes of more civilized men, th^y were happy in their 
own social solitude. So far from seeking to injure the people of 

(1) This is the official account of Salllng-Sf aster Loomis, who commanded the naril ex- 
pedition subsequently sent to reduce this fortress. 

*< Monette," in his History of the Valley of the Mississippi, says, « Near tha Fort OuJUUU 
werejinet and extended along the river ntaxly Jifip miles,*^ 
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tile United States, ihey were only anxioos to be exempt, and en- 
tirely free from all contact with our population or Government; 
while ihey fidthfully maintained their allegiance to the Spanish 
crown. 

1 ^1 ^ 1 ^®*<^ ^i*^ Great Britain, however, had left our army 
without active employment. A portion of it was stationed 
along our Southern frontier of Georgia, to maintain peace with the 
Indians. The authorities and people of Geoi^ maintained social 
and friendly relations with the officers and men of the army. By 
means of Indian spies, the real condition of the Exiles was also 
ascertained and well understood. What means were used to excite 
the feelings or prejudices of the military officers against these un- 
offending Exiles, is not known at this day. Most of the officers 
commanding in the South were, however, slaveholders, and proba- 
bly felt a strong sympathy with the people of Georgia in their 
mdignation against them, for obtaining and enjoying liberty without 
permksion of their masters. 

General Gaines, commanding on the Southern frontier of Geor- 
giSL, making Fort Scott his head-quarters, wrote the Secretary of 
War (May 14), saying, ** certain negroes and outlaws have taken 
" possession of a fort on the Appalachicola Biver, in the Territory 
" of Florida.'* He assured the Secretary, that he should keep 
watch of them. He charged them with no crime, imputed to them 
no hostile acts. He was conscious that they had taken possession 
of the fort solely for their own protection ; but he styled them 
negroes, which, in the language of that day among slaveholders, 
was regarded as an imputation of guilt ; and outlaw was supposed 
to be a proper term with which to characterize those who had fled 
from bondage and sworn allegiance to another government. ^ 

(1) The reader ^U a4; once see, that these people vere as much under the protection of 
Spain, as the fogitive slaves noir in Canada are under the protection of British laws. They 
were as clearly Spanish subjects as the latter are British subjects. By the law of nations, 
Spain had the same right to permit her black suljects to occupy " Blount's Fort," that the 
Queen of England has to permit Fort Maiden to be occupied by her black subjects. The 
on)y distinction between the two cases is, Spain was weak and unable to nudntain her na- 
tional honor, and national rights ; while England has the power to do both. 
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For more than a year sabeeqaonily to the date of this lettw, 
General Gaines made the Exiles a subjeet of frequent commumca 
tion to the War Department. In this official correspondence, he 
at all times spoke of them as ** runaways," " outlaws," " pintes," 
''murderers," etc. ; but in no instance did he charge them, with 
any act hostile to the United States, or to any other people or 
goyemment 

Of these communications the Exiles were igncurant. They con* 
tinned in peaceful retirement, cultivating the earth, and gaining a 
support for themselves and families. In the autumn of 1815, 
they gathered their crops, provided for the support of the aged and 
infirm, as well as for their children. They carefully nursed the 
i^ck ; they buried their dead ; they lived in peace, and enjoyed the 
fruits of their labor. The following spring and summer found them 
in this enviable condition. 

1 »i A 1 ^^3 ^^ Exiles living on the Appalachicola were thus 
pursuing the even tenor of their ways, plans were ripening 
among the slaveholders and military officers of our anny for their 
destruction. A correspondence was opened by the Secretary of 
War with General Jackson, who commanded the Southwestern 
Military District of the United States, holding his head-quarters at 
Nashville, Tennessee. Various letters and communications passed 
between those officers in regard to this '' Negro Fort," as they 
called it. 

Power is never more dangerous than when wielded by military 
men. They usually feel ambitious to display their own prowess, 
and that of the troops under their command ; and no person can 
read the communications of General Gaines, in regard to the Exiles 
who had gathered in and around this fort, without feeling consdous 
that he greatly deidred to give to the people of the United States 
an example of the science and power by which they could destroy 
human life.^ 

(1) vide the Tolaminooi Correspondenoe on thif satject contained in Sz« Poo. 119, 2d 
StMlon, XVth CongreM. * 
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At length, on the sixteenth of May, General Jackson ^?iote 
General Gaines, saying, " I have little doubt of the fact, tha4; tb)9 
*' fort has been established by some villains for the purpose of 
" rapine and plunder, and that it ought to be blown up, regardless 
'* of the ground on which it stands; and if your mind shall have 
** formed the same conclusion, destroy it and return the stolen 
** negroes and property to their rightful owners," ^ 

Without attempting to criticise this (^er of General Jackson, 
we must regard a fort thus idtuated, at least sixty miles from the 
border of the United States, as a most singular instrument for the 
purpose of " rapine," or plundering our citizens. Not could Gen- 
eral Jackson have entertained any apprehensions from those who 
occupied the fort. The entire correspondence showed them to b^ 
refugees, seeking only to avoid our people ; indeed, his very order 
shows this, for he directs General Gaines to return the ** stolen 
negroes to their rightful owners." The use of opprobrious epithets 
is not often resorted to by men in high official stations : yet it is 
difficult to believe, that General Jackson supposed these negroes to 
have been stolen ; for, neither in the official correspondence on this 
subject, nor in the papers accompanying it, embracing mpre than a 
hundred documentary pages, is there a hint that these negroes were 
'*stolen,^^ or that they had committed violence upon any person, or 
upon the property of any person whatever. They had sought their 
own liberty,' and the charge of stealing themselves, was used like 
the other epithets of ** outlaws," ^* pirates" and ** murderers," to 
east opprobrium upon the character of men who, if judged by their 

(1) Perhaps no portion of onr national history exhibits such disregard of international 
law, as this tmproyoked faiTasIon of Vlorida. for thirty years, the slares of our Sonttieni 
States hare been in the habit of fleeing to the British ProTinces. Here they are aimUM 
to all the rights of citizenship, in the sams manner as they were in Florid^ They vote 
and hold office under British laws ; and when oar Ooyemment demanded that the JnglUtk 
Ministry should disregard the rights of these people«nd return them to slaTery, the British 
Mhiister contemptuously refiised etea to hold oorrespondenoe with onr Secretary of State 
^ a sul^eet so abhorrent to «Ter7 principle of national law and self-rsspeet. Our €k>?tni- 
ment coolly submitted to the scornful aitoganoe of England ; bui did not heeitate to inrad* 
noHda with an anned fi»ee, and to seiM the ftithftal sul^ts of i^aia, and waken tham* 

4 
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love of liberty or tHeir patriotism, would now occupy a position not 
less honorable in the history of our country than is assigned to the 
patrioteof 1776. 

Nor is it easy to discover the rule of international law, which 
authorized the Executive of the United States, or the officers of our 
army, to dictate to the crown of Spain in what part of his ter- 
ritory he should, or should not, erect fortresses ; or the constitu- 
tional power which they held for invading the territory of a nation 
at peace with the United States, destroy a fort, and consign its 
occupants to slavery. But those were days of official arrogance on 
the one hand, and popular submission on the other. The Exiles, 
or their ancestors, had once been slaves. They now were cultiva- 
ting the richest lands in Florida, and possessed wealth ; they were 
occupying a strong fortress. Many slaves during the recent war 
had^ escaped from their masters, in Georgia, and some were sup- 
posed to be free subjects of Spain, living in Florida ; and if the 
Exiles were permitted to enjoy their plantations and property in 
peace, it was evident that the institution in adjoining States would 
DO in danger of a total overthrow. These facts were apparent to 
General Jackson, as well as to General Gaines and the slaveholders 
of Georgia. 

General Gaines only awaited permission from his superior to 
carry out the designs of the slaveholders, who had become alarmed 
at the dangers to which their ** peculiar institution" was subjected. 
Upon the receipt of the order above quoted, he detailed Lieut. Col. 
Clinch,^ of the regular troops, with his regiment and five hundred 
friendly Creek Indians, under Mcintosh, their principal chief, to 
carry out the directions of General Jackson. Colonel Clinch was 
directed to take with him two pieces of artillery, for the purpose of 
cannonading the fort if necessary.^ 

This commencement of the first Seminole war was, at the time, 

(1) Hon. Dimeaa L. Clhieh. He left the lerViee tn 1841, and ma tttbseqoent^ a Hem- 
ber of Congreae for sevenl yean, and died in 18G8. 

(2) War was thus waged against Spain, by BzeoutiTe authority, without oonniltfaig 
CoQgren ; and no member of that body uttered a protest, or denunciation «f the ao( 
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unknown to the people of the' United States. It was undertaken 
ftr the purposes stated in General Jackson's order, to ** blow up 
the fort, and return the negroes to their rightful owners,'^ Hia«- 
torians have failed to expose the cause of hostilities, or the barbai^ 
ous foray which plunged the nation into that bloody contest which 
cost the people millions of treasure and the sacrifice of hundreds of 
human lives. 

It was July before the arrangements were fully made by Colonel 
Clinch and his savage allies for descending the river, with suitable 
artillery and supplies, to accomplish the object of their mission.* 
The Creeks, having entered into the treaties of New York and 
Colerain, by which they bound themselves, twenty years previously, 
to return those Exiles who fled from Georgia, and having failed im 
perform those stipulations, now cheerfully united with the Americaa 
army in this first slave-catching expedition undertaken by the Fed- 
eral Government. 

Of these movements the Exiles had been informed by theitr 
neighbors, the friendly Creeks ; for, among the Lower Cre«]»| 
were individuals who at all times sympathized with them, and kepi 
them informed of the measures adopted for their destruction. All 
the families living on the river and in the vicinity of the fort, fled 
to it for protection. They had no idea of the advantages arisiBg 
from scientific warfare ; they believed their fortification impregnable. 
Colonel Nichols had erected it for the purpose of aflfording them 
protection, and they had no doubt of its efficiency for that pur- 
pose. 

Such were the delays attending the journey, in consequeUce of 
difficulties in transporting heavy guns and provisions, that the 

(1) In Ex. Doc. No. 119, 2d Session. XVth CoD£jfiui, may be found the official corron- 
pondenee between the War Department and General Jackson ; abo that between General 
Jackson and General Gaines, together with the orders of each, as well as the correspond- 
ence between the Secretary of the Navy and Commodore Patterson ; and the order of the 
latter officer to Sailing-Master Loomis ; and the final report of Sailing-Master Loomia and 
General Clinch. In none of these papers is there aby act of hostility mentioned or refer- 
red to as haying been committed by the Exiles, or the Seminole Indians, prior to their 
reaching the vicinity of the Fort. 
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jferoopa did not reach the vlcinitj of the fort until the twenty-fourth 
of July. In the meantime, Commodore Patterson, in pursuance of 
orders from t^e naval department, had detailed Sailing*Master 
lioomis, with two gun-boats, to assbt in carrying out the order of 
General Jackson.^ 

On ihe twenty-fourth of July, Colonel Clinch commenced a 
reoonnoisance of the fort. On the twenty-fifth, he cleared away the 
brush and ereeted a battery, and placed upon it two long eighteen- 
pounders, and commenced a cannonade of the fortress. At the 
time of thb investment, there were about three hundred Exiles in 
Ihe fort, including women and children, besides thirty-four Seminole 
Indians :^ yet in the official report of Colonel Clinch, he makes no 
mention of his fire being returned ; nor does he say that any of his 
men were killed or wounded by the occupants of the fort. 

On the twenty-sixth of July, iSailing^Master Loomis, with his 
command, reached a point on the river some two miles below the 
fort. Colonel Clinch met him at that place, for consultation, and 
inf<mied him that his fire had thus far proved ineffectual, and that 
a nearer app«<oach of artillery by land would be difficult.^ 

Judging from the language used in his official dispatch, Sailing- 
Master Loomis must have entertained some feelings of distrust 
towards Colonel Clinch, as they evidently separated in bad temper : 
yet no officer in the service of the United States ever exhibited 
groater prudence in his preparations, or more firmness in battle, than 
Colonel Clinch. He was, however, a man of kmd and humane 
feelings, and high notions of honor. It has been supposed by 
many of his fri^ds, that he shrank from the perpetration of the 
outrage which he had been detailed to commit.^ 

(1) HUdreth itatiof that three gon-boats were detailed on that oooadon ; but the report 
of Salling-Maater Loomk speaks onlj of two. 

(2) HUdreth states the number to hayo been about three hundred, partly Indians and 
partly negroes. . 

(8) Monette says this expedition was undertaken by CoL Clinch upon Ixis own responsi- 
bOI^, to enable some boats laden with proyisions to pass up the river. A itranfe misap- 
prdModon of ftcts, as shown by official documents. 

(4) At this oon&renoe, Sailing-Master Loomis informed Colonel Clinch that, on the day 
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On the morning of the twenty-seventh, Loomis, with his boats^ 
Moended the river and cast anchor opposite the fort, while Colonel 
Clinch and the Creek Indians took positions so as to cut off retreat' 
by land. The cannonade was resumed, and the land and naval 
forces of the United States were engaged in throwing shot and 
shells for the purpose of murdering those friendless Exiles, those 
women and children, who had committed no other offense than that 
of having been born of parents who, a century previously, had 
been held in bondage. Mothers and children now shrieked with 
terror as the roar of cannon, the whistling of balls, the explosion 
of shells, the war-whoops of the savages, the groans of the wounded 
and dying, foretold the sad fate which awaited them. The stout- 
hearted old men cheered and encouraged their friends, declaring 
that death was to be preferred to slavery. 

The struggle, however, was not protracted. The cannon balls 
not taking effect upon the embankments of earth, they prepared 
theur fiirnaces and commenced the fire of hot shot, directed at the 
principal magazine. This mode proved more successful. A ball» 
fully heated, reached the powder in the magazine. The small sise 
of the fort, and the great number of people in it, rendered the 
explosion unusually fatal. Many were entirely buried in the ruins, 
others were killed by falling timbers, while many bodies were torn 
in pieces. Limbs wore separated from bodies to which they had 
been attached, and death, in all its horrid forms, was visible within 
that doomed fortress.^ 

Of three hundred and thirty-^four souls within the fort, two hun- 

preyioiis, while a party of his men wore on shore, they were fired on by Indians and one 
man killed. This was the first and only act of hostility against onr troops. It was com- 
mitted by Indians^ not by Exiles; but it \na subsequently seised upon and published as a 
justification for carrying out General Jackson's order, bearing date more than two months 
prior to the occurrence, directing General Gaines to destroy the fort and return the negroes 
to slavery. 

(1) Monette says, "The scene in the fort was horrible beyond description. Nearly th4 
whole of the inmatts were involved in indiscriminate destruction ; not one'Sixth ofthewhol§ 
escaped. The cries of the wounded^ the groans of the dying^ with the shouts and yeUs qf 
the Indians^ rendered the wene horrible beyond descripUon.^^ 
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dred and seventy were instcmily htUed; wbile of the sixty who 
Iremained, only three escaped without injury. ^ Two of the survi- 
vors—one negro and one Indian — were selected as supposed chiefs 
of the allied forces within the fort. They were delivered over to 
the Indians who accompanied Colonel Clinch, and were massacred 
within the fort, in the presence of our troops;^ but no report on 
record shows the extent of torture to which they were subjected. 

We have no reliable information as to the number who died of 
their wounds. They were placed on board the gun-boats, and their 
wounds were dressed by the surgeons ; and those who recovered 
were afterwards delivered over to claimants in Georgia. Those 
who were slightly wounded, but able to travel, were taken back 
with Colonel Clinch to Georgia and delivered over to men who 
claimed to have descended from planters who, some three or four 
generations previously, owned the ancestors of the prisoners. There 
eould be no proof of identity, nor was there any court authorized to 
take testimony, or enter decree in such case ; but they were deliv- 
ered over upon claim, taken to the interior, and sold to different 
planters. There they mingled with that mass of chattelized human- 
ity which characterizes our Southern States, and were swallowed up 
in that tide of oppression which is now bearing three millions of 
human beings to untimely graves. 

Sailing-Master Loomis informed the Naval Department, through 
Commodore Patterson, that the value of the property captured in 
the fort was *' not less than two hundred thousand dollars.'* He 
also stated that a portion of this property was ** delivered over by 
** Colonel Clinch to the Indians who had accompanied Jiim, on the 
** express agreement that they should share in the plunder,^* 
Another portion of property was held by Colonel Clinch, as neces- 
sary for the use of the troops. A list of the articles thus taken is 

(1) Vide Official Report of Saillng-Maater Loomis, Ex. Doc. 119 : 2d Scj»s. XVth Cong. 

(2) Some years since, the author \froto a short sketch of the general Massacre, but omitted 
this point as too revolting to the feelings of humanity, and too disgraceful to the American 
ttms, to be laid before the popular mind in such an article ; and ho would most gladly 
hare omitted it in tlris work, could ho hare done lo consbtently with his duty to the pablio* 
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pma, in the report : it emlHrmses spodes, sbovels, pickaxes, swords» 
sword-belts, pistols and muskets. The remainder of the prop;- 
«rty was taken on board the gun-boats, and held subjeot to the 
order of the Secretory of the Navy.^ 

The Governor of Fbrida demanded, in the name of ** his Most 
Christian Majesty the king of Spain," possession of the propertrjr 
thus eaptured in the fort ; denying the right of either our army or 
navy to invdde the territory of Spain, and take and carry away 
property from its fortifications. 

To this claim Sailing-Master Loomis replied, that the propert)" 
did not belong to the Spanish crown, but to the Exiles, who were 
in possession of it, from whom it was taken by oonqtiest. This 
correspondence between his Excellency the Goyemor of Florida and 
the Commander of the two gun-boats, was duly transmitted to our 
Government at Washington, and may now be found in our National 
Archives.^ 

Some twenty-two years subsequent to the capture of this proper- 
ty, and the massacre of those who were in possession of it, a bill 
was reported in the House of Eepresentatives,^ granting &ve thou- 
sand dollars to the officers, marines and sailors who constituted ^ 
crews of those gun-boats, as compensation for their gaUaiU services. 
Whether the honorable Chairman of the Naval Committee who 
reported the bill, or any member of the House who voted for it, 
was aware of the true character of the services rendered, is a matter 
of doubt ; but the bill passed without opposition, became^law, and 
tl^ people of the United States paid that bonus for the perpetration 

(1) Honette says that threo thousand stands of arms and six hundred barrels of poTrdfer 
vers dcBtroyed by the explosion. This Is probably somewhat of aa exaggeration. We 
haTe no fitct to warrant the assertion, that there was any addition made to the stores left 
by Col. lifichols, when he delivered the fort to the Exiles. The same author states, that 
«nM magarine, contaiQing one hundred and sixty banels of powder, was left unharmed by 
the explosion ; but no mention of such &ci is found in the Official Report, by Sailing 
Master Loomis. 

(2> Vide Documents before the Committee of Congress appointed to Inrestigate the eauM 
of Oeneral Jaelucm's inrasicm of Florida : XVth Congress, 2d Session. 

(3) This bill was reported by Mr. Ingham of Connecticut, Chairman of the CommltbM 
CB Naval AilEdrs. 
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(Sf one of the darkest crimes wbich stains the history of any eiyit 
Iwd nation.^ 

The official correspondence connected with this massacre was 
called for by resolution, adopted in the House of Representatives, 
and was communicated to that body at the second session of the 
fifteenth Congress. But no action appears to have been proposed 
In regard to it ; nor does it i^pear that public attention was at that 
dme particularly called to this most wanton sacrifice of human life. 

In this massacre, nearly every Exile resident upon the App»- 
lachicola River, including ^omen and children, perished or was 
reenslaved. Their homes were left desolate ; their plantations, and 
their herds of cattle and horses, became the property of those who 
first obtfdned possession of them. Probably one- third of all the 
Exiles at that time resident in Florida, perished in this massacre, 
or were reenslaved by Colonel Clinch ; yet the atrocious character 
of the transaction appears to have attracted very little attention at 
the time. (General Jackson was popular as a military officer, and 
the Administration of Mr. Madison was regarded with general 
fiivor. No member of Congress protested against the transaction, 
or made known its barbarity to the people ; while the ablest mem- 
bers taxed their ingenuity, and brought all their rhetoric to bear, 
in vindication of those concerned in the outrage.^ 

While Mr. Clay and others severely condemned the techniod 
invasion of Florida, as an act of hostility toU^ard the King of Spain, 
they ommed all reference to this wanton po^assacre of the Exiles : 
nor have we been able to learn that any member even intimated 
that the bloody Seminole war of 1816-17/^^4^8, arose from effiirts 
of our Gk>vemment to sustain the intene^? of Slavery ; or that 
our troops were employed to murder women and children because 
their ancestors had once been held in bondage, and to seize and 

(1) Vide statutes enacted at 2d SeesioD, XXVIth Congrees. The author was then • 
member of the Ilonee of RepresentatiTes, hat had not learned to watch the moTementt of 
•lareholdcrs and " their alliist," ik> closely as subsequent ezperienoe taught him would be 
nseAiL 

(2) Vido Speeches of Hon. George Polndexter and others on the ft-»«»w%Vf. \frar, In 1819. 
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oany back to toil and suffering those who escaped death in that 
barbarous massacre. The officers of Government, and historians 
of that day, appear to have avoided all reference to the fact, 
that the people thus murdered had been fax longer in the wilder 
ness than were the children of Israel ; that they were contending 
for that Liberty which is the rightful inheritance of every human 
being. Indeed, more than twenty years elapsed after this massacre, 
before a distinguished Philanthropist gave to the public the first 
intimation that such a people as the Exiles had existed.^ 

(1) Hon. William Jaj, of New Toik, publiihed his Views of the aotlon of the 7edenl 
GoTernment in 1837. 



CHAPTER IV. 

GENERAL HOSTILITIES. 

The Troops along the Florida frontier become active — The Exiles on Snwanee and 
Withlacoochee prepare for War — General Gaines's representation of their numbers 
— Depredations committed during the Spring and Summer of 1817— Massacre of 
lieutenant Scott and his party— Its EflSect upon the Country — Congress not con- 
sulted as to this War — General Gaines authorized to invade Florida — General Jacluon 
ordered to the Field — Mr. Monroe assumes the Duties of President — His Cabinet — 
Character of Congress — Public Sentiment in regard to discussion of Subjects connected 
i^th Slavery — General Jackson concentrates his Army at Fort Scott — Proceeds to 

r Mickasnkie — Battle — Destruction of the Town — Marches to St. Marks — Indian Chieft 
decoyed on board a Vessel— Hanged by order of General Jackson — The Army moves 
upon Suwanee — Its Situation — Exiles prepare for a decisive Battle— Severe Conflict 
— General Jackson takes the Town— Captures Indian Women and Children— Bums 
the Tillages of that region - Returns to Pensacola — Capture and Trial of Arbuthnot 
and Ambrister— Their Execution— Invasion of Florida condemned by some of our 
Statesmen, and vindicated by others. 

The nation having been precipitated into war (1816), the 
Officers of Government, and the armj, at once became active in 
carrying it on. Orders were sent to General Gaines, exhorting 
him to vigilance, caution and promptitude. He was on the south- 
em frontier of Georgia, where it was naturally supposed the first 
blow, in retaliation for the massacre of Blount's Fort, would fall. 
His scouts were constantly on the alert, his outposts strengthened, 
and his troops kept in readiness for action. 

The Seminole Indians had lost some thirty men, who had inter- 
married with the Exiles, and were in the fort at the time of the 
massacre. They entertain the opinion that the souls of their mur- 
dered friends are never at rest while their blood remains unavenged; 

(46) 
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nor oonld ii be supposed that the Exiles would feel no desire to 
visit retributive justice upon the murderers of their friends. Long 
did this desire continue, in the minds of the surviving Exiles, 
until, many years subsequently, their vengeance was satiated, their 
hands were stained, and their garments saturated, in the blood <tf 
our troops. 

The surviving Exiles had their principal remaining settlements 
upon the Suwanee and VVithlacoochee rivers, and in the Mickasukie 
towns. These settlements were on fertile lands, and were now 
relied upon to furnish provisions for their support during hostilities. 
Savages are usually impetuous; but the Exiles were more deliberate. 
Colonel Clinch had returned to Georgia ; Sailing-Master Loomis 
was at Mobile Bay, and no circumstances demanded immediate 
action. They gathered their crops, obtained arms and ammunition 
fi'om British and Spanish merchants, and made every preparation 
for hostilities. During the summer and autumn of 1816, Gen- 
eral Gaines reported slight depredations on the frontiers of Georgia, 
but in February, 1817, he reported that larger bodies of Indians 
were collecting in some of their villages ; and in one of his letters 
he stated that seven hundred negroes were collected at Suwanee, 
and were bemg daily drilled to the use of arms. This number of 
fighting men would indicate a larger population of Exiles than is 
warranted by subsequent information. 

iQiTi Inuring the Spring and Summer, both parties were 
in a state of preparation — of constant readiness for 
war. A few predatory excursions to the frontier settlements, 
marked the action of the Indians and Exiles, while the army, 
under General Gaines, often sent parties into the Indian country, 
without any important incident or effect. The first effective blow 
was struck in November. A boat was ascending the Appalachicola 
river, with supplies for Fort Scott, under the escort of a Lieutenant 
and forty men, in company with a number of women and children* 
Information of this fact was communicated to the Exiles and Indians 
resident at Mickasukie, and a band of warriors at onoe hastened to 
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kki^megk diem. Thej luoceeded in drawing tbem into ambush, a 
few miles below the mouth ot Flint River, and the Lieutenant, and 
all his men but six, and all the children, and all the women but 
one, were massacred on the spot. Six soldiers escaped, and one 
woman was spared and taken to Suwanee as a prisoner. Here she 
was kept by the Exiles through the wmter, and treated with great, 
kindness, residing in their families and sharing their hospitality. 
She had thus an opportunity of learning their condition, and the 
stale of civilization to which tiliey had attained, as well as their 
desire to be at peace with mankind, in order to enjoy their own 
rights and liberties. 

This massacre was regarded by the country as a most barbarous 
and wanton sacrifice of human life. The newspapers blazoned it 
forth as an exhibition of savage barbarity. The deep indignation 
of the people was invoked against the Seminoles, who were repre- 
sented as alone responsible for the murder of Lieutenant Scott, 
and his men. Probably nine-tenths of the Editors, thus assailing 
the Seminoles, were not aware of the atrocious sacrifice of human 
life at *' Blount's Fort," in July of the previous year. Even the 
iftifti I^'^sident of the United States, in his Message (March 
25), relating to these hostile movements of the Seminoles, 
during the previous year, declared **The hostilities of this Tribe 
were unprovoked,^* as though the record of the massacre at 
''Blount's Fort" had been erased from the records of the moral 
Universe. Notwithstanding our army had, in a time of profound 
peace, invaded the Spanish Territory, marched sixty miles into its 
interior, opened a cannonade upon "Blount's Fort," blown it up, 
with an unprecedented massacre, in which both Seminole Lidians 
and negroes were slain, and two of their principal men given over 
to barbarous torture ; yet, the President, in his Message, as if to 
fklsify the history of current events, declared that ;^f as almost the 
*•' whole of this Tribe inhabit the country within the limits of 
*' Florida, Spain was bound, by the Treaty of 1796, to restrain 
" them from committing depredations against the United States." 
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Soeh were the effi>rt8 made to miarepresent fiuJte, in relttion io Ae 
ftrst Seminole War. With its commenoeme&t, the people htA 
nothing to do ; they were not ooni^lted, nor were their Ilepr&- 
eentatiTes in Congress permitted to exercise any influence over the 
subject. The correspondence between General Gtiines and the 
Secretary of War, in regard to the occupation of the fort by the 
Exiles, had commenced on the fourteenth of May, 1815. It was 
continued while Congress was in sesmon, in 1815 and 1816, but 
no foots in regard to the plan of destroying it, and entering upon a 
war, for the purpose of murdering or enslaving liie Exiles, had 
been communicated to Congress or the public. 

Orders were now issued to General Gkines, authorizing him to 
earry the war into Florida, for the purpose of punishing the Sem- 
faioles. General Jackson was ordered to take the field, in 
person, with power to call on the States of Tennessee and Geor^ 
for 9nch militia as he might deem necessary, for the due prosecu- 
tion of the war ; and the most formidable arrangements were made 
for omriying on hostiUties upon a large scale. 

Mr. Monroe bad assumed the duties of President in March, 
1817. He had appointed Hon. John Quincy Adams Secretary 
of State, at the commencement of his administration ; but tiie 
office of Secretary of War was not filled by a permanent appoint- 
ment, fi>r some months, in consequence of Goyemor Shelby's 
refttud to accept it, on account of his advanced age. It was 
finally conferred on Hon. John C. Calhoun, who, through his entire 
official life, was distbguished for his devotion to the institution of 
Blayery ; and this war haying been entered upon f(»r the support 
tyf that institution, it may well be supposed that be exerted his 
utmost energies for its yigorous prosecution. 

The fifteenth Congress assembled in Becmnber, 1817. Most 
of the members firom the free States had not enjoyed the ad- 
vantages of haying served long in that body. They afterwards 
showed themselves able men ; but the business of legislation re- 
quixes experience, industry, and a perfect knowledge <jf the past 
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«etioii ot government, lliis cannot be obtamed in one session, 
aor in one Congress; it can only be gathered by the labors of an 
active life. It is, therefore, not surprising that Congress granted 
to the War Department whatever funds the President required to 
carry on the war. 

It is not our province to applaud, or condemn, public men ; but 
hist(»y represents no member of the fifteenth Congress as having 
proclaimed the cause of this war, or the atrocious massacre which 
characterized its commencement. On the contrary, those who spoke 
on the subject, represented it as entirely owing to the Indian murders 
on the frontiers of Ge(M*gia, and to the massacre of Lieutenant 
Scott and his men. There was great delicacy exhibited, and had 
been for many years previously, in regard to the agitation of any 
question touching the institution of Slavery ; and the people of 
the free and slave States appeared to feel that silence on that 
subject was obligatory upon every citizen who desired a continuance 
of the Union. These circumstances rendered it easy for the Ad- 
ministration to prosecute the war, with whatever force they deemed 
necessary for the speedy subjection of Indians and Exiles. 

On entering tiie field of active service. General Jac&son called 
on the State of Tennessee for two thousand troops. He repaired 
to Harford, on the Ockmulgee, where a body of volunteers, from 
Georgia, had already assembled, and organizing them^ he requested 
the aid of the Creek Indians also. They readily volunteered, 
under the command of their chief, Mcintosh, ready to share in 
the honors and dangers of the approaching campaign. With the 
Ge(»rgia volunteers and Creek Indians, General Jackson marched 
to Fort Scott, Tdiere he was joined by about one thousand regular 
troops. 

With this force, he moved upon the Mickasukie towns, situated 
near the Lake of that name, some thirty miles south of the line 
of Georgia. It was the nearest place at which the Exiles had 
settled in considerable numbers. There were several small villages 
in the vicinity of this Lake, inhabited almost entirely by blacks. 
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A large quantity of provisiODS bad been stored ibere. Tbere were 
also several Seminole towns between Mickasnkie Lake and Tallft- 
basse, on tbe west. 

Tbe Exiles appear to bave viewed tbe approacb of General 
Jaekson witb coolness and firmness. They bad evidently calculated 
tbe result witb perfect accuracy. Tbeir women and children were 
removed to places of safety, and their herds of cattle were driven 
beyond tbe reach of the invading army ; and some of .their Indian 
allies followed the example thus set them by tbe Exiles ; yet others 
were not equally careful in calculating future events. 

Neither Indians nor negroes had made these towns their general 
rendezvous ; nor did they expect a decisive battle to occur at that 
point ; yet they prepared to meet General Jackson, and his army, 
in a becoming manner. Most of their forces were cdlected prior 
to the arrival of our troops. In making the requisite dispositions 
fot battle, the Indians were formed in one body, and the negroes 
in another — each being under their respective chiefs. 

General Jackson encountered the allied forces at some little 
distance from tbe Mickasukie towns, April first. The battle was 
of short duration. The Indians soon fled. The Exiles fi>ugbt 
with greater obstinacy. Their fire was so fatal that a reinforcement 
was ordered to that part of the field, and the Exiles were driven 
from tbeir position, leaving twelve of their number dead upon 
tbe field. 

In bis official report of this battle, General Jackson insisted 
that British officers had drilled tbe negroes, and British traders 
bad furnished them ammunition. He also reported that he burned 
more than three hundred dwellings, and obtained a supply of 
j^pvisions and cattle for his army. 

The Exiles, generally, retreated to Suwanee, and the Indians 
continued to hang around the American army, watching its move- 
ments. General Jackson, however, directed his course towards 
St. Marks, a Spanish fort, situated on the river of that name, 
some fifty miles southwest of Mickasukie Lake. 
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!Die Americim anny ceached St Marks oq the soyenth of Afiril, 
and remained tbere seyeral days. One of the American yesseb 
lying in Appalachicola Bay, hoisted British colors, in order to deooy 
«ome Indians who were lodging at them from <he shore. Two of 
the '' Bed Stick " band yentured on board ; they were said to be 
chiefs, and in alliance with the Seminoles. General Jackson 
ordered them to be hanged, without trial or ceremony, justifying 
the act by charging them with haying participated in the massacre 
of Lieutenant Scott and his party, during the preyious autumn, 
apparently unconscious that, by his own orders, two hundred and 
eeyenty people, including innocent children and women, had been 
most wantonly and barbarously murdered at the fort on Appa* 
lachicola, and that Lieutenant Scott and thirtf/ men were murdered 
in retaliation for that act, according to sayage warfare. He appears 
to haye felt it due to offended justice, that these men should die 
for being suspected of participating in that act of retaliation. Li 
all these cases, the most assiduous efforts were exerted to misrep- 
resent the real state of facts. 

The time occupied in the approach and capture of Fort St. 
Marks, gaye to the Exiles and Indians full opportunity to oonoen* 
trate their forces at Suwanee. It constituted the most populous 
settlement of the Exiles, after the destruction of that upon the 
Appalachicola. It was regarded as their stronghold. Surrounded 
by swamps, it was approached only through narrow defiles, which 
rendered it difficult for an army to reach it. Here many of the 
Exiles had been bom and reared to manhood. Here were their 
homes, their firesides. Here their chief, Nero, resided ; and hero 
they Goneentrated their whole force. They had remoyed their 
women and children, their proyisions and cattle, to places of safety^ 
and coolly awaited the approach of General Jackson's army.^ 

Scouting parties were, howeyer, sent out to harrass his adyance 
guard, and delay his approach, and render it more difficult; but, 

(1) Monette says Arbathnot sent irt>rd to the Negroes and Indians, notifying them of the 
approach of General JadcsM ; bat the official rep<nt of that (MBoer shews that his ad* 
fance guard was dally engaged In skirmishing with the Indians. 



Mtwitfai^iidmg these oibfitacles, the army steadQy iKtvaBebcl^ m4 
OB the aineteenfli of April reached the << Old Town " of ^^wuiee,^ 
mud found the allied forces in order of battle, prepared to oobieiil 
the field. The Indians nmre again formed on the ri^t, and )te 
Exiles constituted the left wing, lyringing Aem in ooty^ict with the 
ri^t wing of General Jackson's forces. 

With the Exiles, there was no altematiye other dian irar or 
slavery ; and they greatly preferred death upon the battle ^Id, to 
chains and the scourge. We may well suppose they would fighd 
with some degree of desperation, under sneh oireamstaDoes ; and 
tiie battJe of Snwanee gave evidenoe of their devotion to freedoou 
They met the disciplined troops, who oonstitoted Goneral Jadcson^ 
army, with firmness and gallantly.^ At the commencement, tieif 
fire was so fatal that the right wing of the American srmy fedtered^ 
and ceasmg to advance, gave signs of falling back. But the left 
wing, opposed to the Indians, made a snocessfol charge ; the IndiiM 
gave way, and the reserve was middenly brought into action tt 
sustain the right wing, when a general charge was <Nrdered, and tbe 
Exiles were compelled to fall back.^ 

General Jackson, in his official report of this hMt, refers to 
fhe desperation with which the negroes fought, and says they left 
mamy dead upon the field, but does not mention their number. H6 
entered the town and set fire to the buildings, and burned all the 
villages in the vidinity. He also captured some three hundiei 
Indian women and children, while those belonging to the EnlOS 

(1) VideOeaenlJaekMn's Official Report of this faattte, Iz. Doo. 175, 2d SmiIoii XVI% 
CongxvM. 

(2) Williamf . In hit History of Florida, states that three httndred and forty Ifegroevagafai 
rallied after the first retreat, and fought their pnrsiMrs, nntil «%Atsr of their nnmbet^vwe 
knied on the field. ** Monette " also states the same foct ; hot QeneralJaekson, in all hit 
Reports, evidently avoided, as Ikr as possible, any notice of the Kxiles, as » people. Indeei 
ioeh was the policy of the Adminlstcatioa, and of its oOloerf, and eif aU slnvehtiderft; 
They then snppoeed, as they now do, that slaTery most depend upon the sapposed igno* 
ranee and stupidity of the colored people ; and scarcdy an Instance can be found, irheve 
a slaT«bolder adinits the ^Te to possesa hunuui llitelllgvnee or human fteHulg; IIiAmN^ 
la tiaeh » slsfe to Bead the Seriptnrei, li ragttdad as ta oOtaaa, ia mai^ efiny iitm 
State, and punishable by fine and Imprisonment 

5 
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liaci been carefally removed beyond the reach of the Americaa 
Krmy. This superior caution and provident care appears to mark 
^e character of the Exiles in all their conduct ; while the Indians 
a|>pear to have practised none of these precautions. 

Sut the allied forceis, defeated, and their warriors scattered in 
various direc^tions, were pursued by Mcintosh and his Creek war- 
riors, who had accompanied General Jackson, until fearing the 
Scminoles might rally in force against them, they returned and 
agdn united with the American army. 

This battle substantially closed the war of 1818. It had been 
commenced for the destruction of the Exiles ; they had shared in 
its dangers, and by their energy and boldness, had given intensity 
to its conflicts. From the time they united in the expedition for 
tite destruction of Lieutenant Scott and his party, in J^fovember, 
1817, until the close of the battle of Suwanee, they had been 
active participants in every skirmish, and had uniformly displayed 
great firmness ; bearing testimony to the truth of those historians 
who have awarded to the African race the merit of great physical 
courage. 

General Jackson appears to have spoken as little of the Exiles 
as duty would permit, when communicating with the Secretary of 
War ; yet he was more free to complain (^ them in his correspond- 
ence with the Governor of Pensacola. In a letter to that officer, 
dated a few days after the battle of Suwanee, he says : " Negro^ 
.'* who have fied from their masters, citizens of the United States, 
** have raised the tomahawk, and, in the character of savage war^ 
^'fare, have spared neither age nor sex. Helpless women have 
V been massacred, and the cradle crimsoned with blood,^* 

We can, at this day, scarcely believe that this eloquent descrip- 
tion of savage barbarity was from the pen of a man whose order for 
the massacre of defenseless women and children, at the Fort on 
Appalachicola, bore date less than two years before writing this 
letter ; nor can we readily oomprehend the effi'ontery of him who 
ttras attempted to justify the invasion of Florida, by reference to 
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acts done by the Szike lotig after Ae army undarhu 
had entered that territory, aad committed the most atroiuous out- 
rages ever perpetrated by civilized men upon an unofl^nding people* 

After the battle of Suwanee, General Jackson retomed to St. 
Marks, being nnable to follow the Indians and Exiles into the mdna 
southern portions of Florida. While at St. Marks, he ordered a 
court-martial, constituting General Gaines president, in order to try 
Arbuthnot and Ambrister. The history of their trial and execulioa 
is familiar to the reader. The first and principal charge against 
Ambrister was, that he excited the negroes and Indiims to commit 
murder upon the people of the United States ; the second charge 
was for supplying Chem with arms. On these charges he was con- 
victed and executed. It was also alleged, that he was present at 
the battle of Suwanee ; and some writers say he commanded the 
Exiles on that occasion, and had previously taught them military 
discipline. 

In May, General Jackson issued an Address to his troops, de- 
claring the war at an end ; and wrote the Executive, asking permis- 
sion to retire to his home in Nashville, there being no further nse 
for his services in the field. 

The Exiles now returned to their homes. They had full leisure 
to contemplate their situation. Many of their best men had fallen. 
Nearly the entire population residing upon the Appalachicola River 
had been massacred. Their villages at Mickasukie and Suwanee 
had been burned ; and it is probable that nearly one half of their 
entire population had been sacrificed, in this first war waged by the 
United States for the murder and recapture of fugitive slaves. 

The invasion of Florida by General Jackson was condemned by 
many public men, and was approved by others with equal ability. 
Even the then Secretary of State, John Quincy Adams, in his 
correspondence with Don Onis, the Spanish Minister, defended the 
invasion with great ability. But in the discussions of this subject, 
we find no allusion to the massacre at "Blount's Fort;"* that 

(1) Various oamee hatv been giten thki Fort. The author, haTing herttoAirt adofM 
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kpfmn to fcaT« been regarded as a subject at too doKcate a nafniv 
fbr pablie iMtra^jr. lo the alcoves of our National Libraty, tre 
fod many volumes of documenta touching this war, embracing some 
tbousiincis of Iwges, in which there is the strongest censure express- 
(rii against the Seminoles for provoking the War, and condemnation 
fbr the barbarous manner in which they conducted it ; but we 
SeiEotsh them Ifc vain to find any condemnation, by American states- 
itaen, of the iirfcject fw which the war was commenced, or the un- 
provoked and worse than savage massacre which marked its 
lieginning. 

Cteior<<Bloiurt% roft,»* pt«te9 to oootiiMM that BUM. It wm eqoaHy kaoira, hflUPwi^ 
M the " Negro Fort,** and m «* fort NkhoU." 



CHAPTER V. 

VDSTHrat SI90RT8 07 TBE GOYiSHNI^IBNT TjO RSSTORX SXILBS TO 

SEaVITODE. 



•f Um ir«r — SittMtkm of tlie Exilen— Sttrrillty of NorttMrii StahMSM— Deti^ 
. mination of Southern Slavoholdera — The pureham of Florida demanded — Causes iihkli 
led to it — Territory obtained — Authorities of Georgia demand a new Treafcjr with Cntlm 
~ Mr. Calhoun Secretary of War — Ills efforts in fiiTor of the Claimants — Oforgia i^ 
points Commissioners— They attempt to dictate those appohited hy the United Sta^— 
Correspondence— Mr. Calhoun dissatisfied with those whom he had appointed— They 
resign — New Commissioners appointed — Their relation to the subject — Difficulties — 
Indian Tfedks— Treaty eflfected— Agreement— Assignment •! Fugitive Slavis t9 Uoilta 
^ States in trust for the Creek Indians — Claims adjudicated— SlavehoMers claim thp 
fUnds belonghig to the Creek Indians, 

Tqb firA Seminole war, like moet other W9ra» was uttended with 
great sacrifieo of blood and treasure. It bad corrapted ike moralfi 
of the nation ; but the Administration liad entirely &ilcd to attain 
the objects for which it had been commenced. Not ten slaves had 
been captured » if we except those who were wounded and takes 
prisoners at ''Blount's Fort," one half of whom hid died ^ their 
wounds. Under 8u<^ cireumstances, the OoFemment eould not, 
with propriety, condescend to make a treaty with a community oi 
black men, whoso ancestors had fled from slavery. Such act would, 
in the opinion of slaveholders, have compromised the dignity of the 
Slaveholding States; nor could they treat with tl» Seminole Indians 
as a separate tribe, for the Administration was endeavoring to hold 
the Creeks res|K)nsible for the acts of tiie Semineles, wha, the slate- 
holders insbted, were a part of the Creek tribe. Th^ army vrtm 
therefore withdrawn fcom Flor^a, without any trei^ whatevet. 
But the act <^ withdrawing the army and permitting the Bziles lb 

(67) 
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remain in a state of freedom and independence, constituted an ao- 
knowledgment of the inability of our Goverament to reenslave them, 
although it was constantly asserted that they were a degraded race, 
incapable of supporting themselves if set at liberty." 

In looking over the official reports of our officers, the action of 
Congress, and the tone of the public press, we are forcibly impress- 
ed with the constant and unceasing efforts to hide from the popular 
mind of the nation the real questions involved in this war. Nor 
can we account for it upon any other hypothesis, than the popularity 
of President Monroe's Administration. The old Federal party 
bad ceased to exist. They had been the only party opposed to Mr. 
Monroe ; and no member of Congress appears to have possessed 
the requisite independence, information and ability, to take a posi- 
tion distinctly against his policy. 

Soon as our army was withdrawn from Florida, peace was of 
oourse restored, and things remained as they were prior to the 
invasion under Colonel Clinch, in 1816. The Exiles were again left 
in peace, as they had been prior to the commencement of the war. 
Nothing had been gained to the United States by tlfe vast ex- 
penditure of blood and treasure which attended the prosecution of 
hostilities. The Exiles had maintained their liberty for at least 
a century, and now they had set the American Government at 
defiance. These considerations operated upon the minds of the 
slave populatkm of Georgia and Alabama, who now became more 
anxious to join them ; and their numbers were thus increased almost 
daily by slaves from those States. 

From 1790, our Government had endeavored to reenslave these 
people. No Northern statesmen objected to the policy; while those 
of the South had oome to believe that, although the Union may not 
have been formed solely for the purpose of capturing slaves, yet 
that duty was regarded by them as one of its most important objects. 
It had now become evident that no military force could pursue them 
kto their retired fastnesses, or seek them out when scattered among 
it» homnux^, the swamps and everglados of that singular oountiy. 
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Souihern statesmen now tnrned their attention to the purchaM 
of Florida. That would deprive the Indians and Exiles of tJie 
nominal protection of Spanish laws, and would bring them under 
the jurisdiction of the United States ; they therefore addressed them- 
selves to that policy with renewed assiduity. Kecent events had 
convinced the authorities of Spain that it was impossible for theih . 
to maintain the dignity of the Spanish crown, or the sanctity of her 
soil from invasion against an American army, when in pursuit of 
fugitive slaves. She had seen her territory invaded ; her forts at 
Pensacola and at St. Marks captured, and that upon the Appalachl- 
cola destroyed ; her subjects massacred ; her authority despised, and 
her rights as a nation treated with indignity by our array. Theco 
was, indeed, no other way for her but to accede to the proposition 
of the United States. 

^j, Q A treaty was negotiated (February 22), and in consid- 

eration of five millions of dollars, Florida was transferred 
to the United States, and the Seminoles were brought within the 
jurisdiction which they most dreaded. 

The slaveholders of Georgia, who had so long pressed their 
claims for fugitive slaves, now became more clamorous. They saw, 
with intense interest, the pertinacity with which the Executive had 
pressed the claims of those who lost slaves, in the then recent war 
with England. Under the Treaty of Ghent, the President msisted 
upon full indemnity to those whose slaves had left the country, 
under British aid ; and when the English ministry refused, and 
insisted upon the same construction as that placed upon the treaty 
of 1783, which contained the same words, the American Executive 
refused, and the question was referred to the umpirage of the 
Autocrat of Russia, who held an entire nation in slavery, and could 
not be expected to decide in any other manner, than that most 
favorable to the institution.^ 

(1) The people of the £ree States should understand, that almost every quesOoii 
touching slavery which has arisen between our Qovemment and that of England, th* 
latter has yielded, since the formation of Jay's Treaty in 1793. 

The payment for slaves who were shipwrecked on board the Comet, the Bncomioi^f vad 
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tH^AT ^^ infiuence of Uie slave power havkig inerea^ei so 
greatly since 1796, as to induce the British Government to 
4)hange its policy, adopted at iho framing of Jay's Treaty, was 
now believed competent to compel the Creek Indians to comply 
with the treaties of New York and ColeraiQ. A quarter of a 
century had passed, since the signing of the last of these treaties^ 
and they had been forgotten by many ; but the people of the free 
States, and their Eepresentatives and Senators in Congress, had 
quietly submitted to this prostitution of our national character and 
influence, and none appeared to doubt the propriety of continuing 
these efl^rts. 

iftot 1 Creorgia now demanded of the Federal Government a 
new treaty with the Creek Indians,^ in order to obtain 
from them indemnity for the slaves she had lost, subsequent to the 
^m of the Revolution, and prior to the act of 1802, To this 
jfemand the Federal Executive assented. The Secretary of War, 
Kr. Calhoun, widi his attachment to the institution, could do no 
less than to exert what influence he was able to wield, in assisting 
Gieorgia to obtain a compensation for the loss of her slaves. On 
mm devolved the burthen of selecting commissioners to negotiate 
ih9 contemplated treaty. Careful to place the subject in the hands 
j£ men who would be likely to wield their power for the benefit of 
^ ** peculiar institution,'^ he appointed General Andrew Pidteas 

the Snterpiifle, and found flrecdom by being landed on British soil, constitute rare instanoof 
Ib which slaveholdlng arrogance has proved successful in the arts of diplomacy. The 
mm of Uw Greolo oonstitutos anothet admirable illustration <^ suocesstftil efttmtury. 
J» this otM, the slaves took possession of the ship, guided it to Nassau, a British Island, 
went on shore and became free. The ofBcers of the slave ship demanded that the British 
authorities should seize the negroes, and return them to the ship. They refused. Daniel 
Webster, Secretary d Stftte, became the voluntary Agent, Attorney and SolidtiNr, ta ttie 
slave dealers, who should have been hanged, instead of receiving the encouragemoit of 
our Government. But the subject wa.s submitted to the umpirage of a man, said to have 
once lived in Boston, who, principally upon the authmity of Mr. Webster, decided that 
Che people of the British government should pay the slave dealers for these parents and 
'dkOdrMi ; and alter fifteen yean of continued effort, the money was obtained. 

(1) Vide Letter from the Secretary of War to Messrs. Pickens and Floumoy, Angofl 
8,1820. Am. State Papers, Vol. VI, p. 249. 
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of his own State, and Oeneial Thomas flournoy of Geor|ia, lo 
oonduct the negotiation. 

In his letters of ihstraction to those gentlemen, he was careful 
to inform them that the treaty was to be negotiated far the benefit 
of Georgia;^ that she would also appoint commissioners to attend 
the negotiation, and watch over the interests of her people. The 
commissioners proceeded to make arrangements for the treaty. 
They appointed the time and place for holding it; employed an 
agent to furnish the re(][uisite supple, and made arrangements for 
the necessary payments. At this point a correspondence arose 
between them and the commissioners of Georgia, who assumed to 
dictate the terms on which the treaty was to be founded. The 
commissioners of the United States, finding those of Georgia in- 
elined to dictate the course of action which they were to pursue, were 
unwilling to submit to such dictation, and reported the difficulty 
to the Secretary of War ; while the commissioners on the part of 
Georgia, feeling perfect confidence in the devotion of that c&cer 
to the interests of slavery, made their report of the matter to 
him also.^ 

The Secretary returned an answer, reproving the c<»nmissioncrs 
whom he had himself appointed, so severely for their refusal to 
obey the dictation of those appointed . by Georgia, that they both 
immediately resigned their offices, appearing to feel that their own 
self-respect must be compromised by acting under the instruction of 
the State Commissioners.^ 

Apparently determined to a|^int no man who s^tould t^fim 
prove refractory, the Executive — probably at the instance o[ the 
Secretary of War — next selected as commissioner, in the place of 
Mr. Flournoy, David Meriwether, who had, up to the time of re- 
ceiving the appointment, acted as commissioner on the part of 

(1) Vide Letter of the Socrotory of War to Gen. Floornoj, of the 19th of October, 1820. 
1^,250. 

(2) Tide Papers tranfmitted to Congress, In connection ^th the TvmAj ff *'JiidlMl- 
Spring.'* Am. State Papers, " Indian Affairs," Vol. I, No. 174. 

(8J Ibid. 
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Georgia. At the request of tbe Secretary of War, he resigned his 
oflSce of commissioner on behalf of the State, and aaiepted the 
appointment from the Federal Government. Hon. J). M. Forney, 
of North Carolina, was selected as the other commissioner, in place 
of Mr. Pickens. These commissioners were expressly instructed to 
assist the State of Georgia in obtaining the objects for which she 
was strivitig.* 

These preliminaiy arrangements could not fail to foreshadow the 
character of the treaty negotiated under such auspices. Anticipa- 
ting no other motive for the treaty than the settlement of the 
boundary between the State of Georgia and the Creeks, the chiefs, 
head-men and principal warriors of the tribe assembled at the time 
and place appointed. After the ordinary formalities on such occa- 
sions, the commissioners on the part of the United States opened 
the business by simply stating, that the people of Georgia complain- 
ed to the President that the Creeks had not returned the property 
(negroes, cattle and horses), which they were under obligations to 
return to their owners in Georgia, by the treaties of New York and 
Colerain. • 

The commissioners on the part of Georgia now delivered their 
talk, saying, that by the treaty of Augusta (1783), of Galphinton 
(1785), and of Shoulderbone (1786), the Creeks had agreed to 
return to their owners, negroes who had left their masters, and other 
property ; that |hese treaties were all made before the formation of 
the government of the United States under their present Constitu- 
tion ; but they were ratified by the treaty of New York (1790), 
and of Colerain (1796), made with the United States, and Georgia 
now demanded compensation for the loss of her negroes and other 
property. 

On the following day. General Mcintosh, principal chief of the 
Creeks, replied, that he came to meet the commissioners of the 
United States, and had no expectation of meeting those of Georgia; 
n(H* had he or his friends any idea that such claims were to be pre* 

(1) Ibid. Letter of Imtracttoni oontaioed In Uw papers retered to on preceding pafe. 
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«ented. That the chief, McGillivray, when he returaed, after the 
treaty of New York, informed them that they were to deliver up 
jBueh negroes as were then in the nation; that they were to pay for 
none who had removed or died ; that they all so understood that 
treaty, and that nothing was then said about any other claims than 
for negroes ; that the prisoners, both black and white, were deliv- 
ered up under the treaty of New York ; that the claims now pre- 
sented were also presented at the treaty of Colerain, in 1796, but 
the Creeks then absolutely refused to acknowledge any furtheir 
obligation than that contained in the treaty of New York, and by 
that they were under obligation to surrender no property except 
persons held as prisoners, and negroes then in the nation. That 
many of these negroes were carried away by the British, during the 
war of 1812; that others Vere in the fort at Appalachicola, when 
he and his warriors went with Colonel Clinch and blew it up, and 
killed nearly all who were in it ; and the others were with the 
SeminoleSf and not with the Creeks. 

To this answer the commissioners of Georgia replied, that by the 
treaties of Augusta, and Galphinton, and Shoulderbone, the Creeks 
were bound to deliver all negroes who had left their masters in 
Georgia ; that, if they had done so, the British would not have 
carried them off, nor would they have been killed in the fort ; that 
the Seminoles were a part of the Greek nation, who were respon- 
sible, not only for the slaves and their increase, but also for the loss 
of the labor which they would have performed had they remained 
in bondage. 

Of the means used to obtain the treaty, we have no other 
information than appears of record. Those acquainted with the 
usual modes of negotiating Indian treaties, by the use of intoxi- 
cating liquors, by bribery, and those appliances generally used on 
such occasions, will not wonder at the stipulations contained in the 
Treaty of "Indian Spring.*' 

By the first article, the Creeks ceded to the United States, for 
the benefit of Georgia, about five million acres of their most valuable 



^ THB SXIIJB8 OV FIiOBIDA. 

jjtmtory. The second ardde provided for the reservation of certaia 
lands, to be retained by those who were then living upon them. 
The third reserved eertain lands for the use of the United States 
Agenej ; and the fourth is in the following words : 

*' It is hereby stipulated and agreed, on the part of the United 
'* States, as a consideration for the land ceded by the Creek nation, 
'* by the first article, that there shall be paid to the Creek nation, 
'* by the United States, ten thousand dollars in hand, the receipt 
'* whereof is hereby acknowledged, forty thousand dollars as soon 
** as practicable after the ratification of this -convention, five thour 
" sand dollars annually for two years thereafter | sixteen thousand 
** dollars annually for five years thereafter, and ten thousand dollars 
** annually for six years thereafter ; making in the whole fourteen 
** payments, in fouyteen successive year9i without interest, in money 
''or goods^ and implements of husbandry, at the option of the 
' *■ Creek Nation, seasonably signified, from time to time, through 
''the agent of the United States residing with said nation, to 
"the Department of War. And as a further consideration for 
" said cession, the United States do hereby agree to pay to the 
" State of Georgia, whatever balance may be found due by the 
" Creek Nation to the citizens of said State, whenever the same 
" shall be ascertained, in conformity with the reference made by 
" the commissioners of Geor^a and the chiefs, head-men and war- 
" rions of the Creek Na.tion, to be paid in five annual installments, 
" without interest, provided the same shall not exceed the sum of 
" two hundred and fifty thousand dollars ; the commissioners of 
" Georgia executing to the Creek Nation a full and final relinquish- 
" ment of all the claims of the citizens of Georgia against the Creek 
** Nation, for property taken or destroyed prior to the act of Con- 
" ^ss, of one thousand eight hundred and two, regulating the 
•" intercourse with the Indian tribes." 

The fifth article merely provides for running the boundaries of 
tbe several reeerrations. It- was duly signc^d uid witnessed, and 
Vears date on the eighth of January, 1821. 



i>eetnng llid troatjr mot vcAoieatl^ espfick in ^ (ertns, the 
oommissbnors on the part of (Georgia, entered into ft faitfaer agriee- 
Mnt with <^e Ine^ns, whioh rea^ as ibllews : 

" WhenMiB At a c^nferenee, opened and held at the Iiidlan 
" %mgr ia the Ci<eek Nation, the dtizeas of Georgia, \rj the 
*' aforesaid ooninissioiiefB, have represeoted that they have claims 
*' to a large amonnt agkiast ^ said Creek Nation of Indians: 
** Now, in o^er to adjust and hring the san&e to a speedy and final 
*• settlement, it is hereby agreed by the aforesaid commissioners, and 
*' the eyefe, head-men and warriors of the said Nation, that all the 
.** talks had upon the subject of these claims, at this place, together 
•* with all elaims on either side, of whatever nature or kind, prior 
♦* to (lie act of Congress of one thousand eight hundred and two, 
^' tegnlatifeig tibe intercoursfe with the Indian tribes, with the docu- 
** inefnts hi support of them, Aall be referred to the decision of the 
** tresident of &e United States, by him to be decided upon, 
'*ad}ti^6d, liquidated and settled, in such manner and under sucli 
f fifto, fegulations and restrictions as he shall prescribe : Provided, 
** kowevOT, yt It should meet the views of the President of the Uni- 
^ 4ed Sti^<$8| it is' the wish of the contractmg parties, that %& liqui- 
*' dation and settlement of the aforesaid claims shall be made !n the 
^l^te df Qeorgia, at such place as he may deem most convenient 
**iot ^e parties interested ; and the decision and award thus made 
•'and relidtod, shall be bindmg and obligatory upon tiie ioontract- 
^iiigpia^ies." 

There w)e» also ah assignment of the title, or right of property 
^hkaed, ^xemtted to the United States by the Coounissioners of 
Qeorgia, which is in the following language : 

** Whereas a treaty, or convention, has tins day beien made and 
'* entered into, \rjf and between die United States and the Creek 
'^ NaUoQ, by the provisions of which the United States have agreed 
''to pay, and the oommissiokiers (^ the State of Georgia have 
^ agpwed td aeoept, f(n* and on befaitf of the oitixeos <^ the State olT 
«* Gwtgb having olaiias against the Greek Nation, ]pri<Mr to Ite 
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** year one thousand eight hundred and two, the som of two hun- 
" dred and fifty thousand dollars : 

'' Now know all men by these presents, that we, the undenngned, 
" commissioners of the State of Georgia, for and in consideration 
** of the aforesaid sum of two hundred and fifty thousand dollars, 
*' scoured by the said treaty, or convention, to be paid to the State 
" of Georgia, for the discharge of all bona fide and liquidated 
** claims which the citisens of the said State may establish against 
** the Creek Nation, do, by these presents, release, exonerate and 
** discharge the said Creek Nation from all and every claim and 
" claims, of whatever description, nature or kind the same may be, 
" which the citizens of Georgia now have, or may have had, prior 
** to the year one thousand eight hundred and two, against the said 
'' Nation. And we do hereby assign, transfer and set over unto the 
** United States, for the use and benefit of the said Creek Nation, 
" for the consideration hereinbefore expressed, all the right, title 
*^ and interest of the citizens of the said State to all claims, debts, 
*' damages, and property of every description and denomination, 
'' which the citizens of the said State have or had, prior to the year 
*' one thousand eight hundred and two, as aforesaid, against the 
"said Creek Nation." 

It were useless for the historian to criticise the language of these 
several instruments. The '* claims" mentioned in them, and re* 
ferred to the President, were mostly for slaves who left their 
masters during the Eevolution, and prior to 1802 ; at least such 
was the construction given to the treaty, the agreement and 
assignment by the parties ; and we cannot, at this day, assert that 
they did not understand their own compacts. 

The Creeks were to receive two hundred thousand dollars in 
cash ; and the United States agreed to pay to Georgia her claims, 
provided they did not exceed two hundred and fifty thousand dolf 
lars. The amount due to Georgia was to be ascertained by the 
President, and psud by the United States. The third, and a very 
important point wim the assignment to the United States, for the 
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benefit of the Creek Indians, of the interest Tested in Uie claimants 
to the prapertf/ and persons cLiimed — the United Slates to hold 
such interest in trust for the Creek Indians. 

By this arrangement, our Oavemment became owners of the 
Exiles referred to, in irvM,for the hentfit of the Greeks, according 
to the construction which the Indians, the authorities of the United 
States and those of Georgia, placed upon the assignment, the 
agreement and treaty. This important point, if borne in mind, 
will aid the reader in understanding the subsequent action of the 
Federal authorities in relation to this subject. 
1 Qoo n "^^ pursuance of this treaty, the President promptly 
appointed a commissioner to ascertain the amounts due too 
several claimants. But great difficulties had to be encountered. 
The claims commenced in 1775 and extended down to 1802, and 
it was extremely difficult to obtain evidence of facts which trans- 
pired so long prior to the examination. Sufficient proof was pro- 
duced, however, to satisfy the commissioner that ninety-two slayes 
had, within the periods mentioned, left their masters, in Georgia, 
and fled to the Indians ; and the estimated value of slaves and other 
property lost to the owners in this manner, amounted to one hun- 
dred and nine thousand dollars.^ 

1 ftOQ 1 •^^^'^ amount of money was duly appropriated by Con- 
gress. So far as we are informed, no "member of the 
House of B^presentatives, or of the Senate, appears to have enter- 
tained doubts as to the propriety of this governmental slave-dealing. 
The whole negotiation and arrangement had been conducted and 
managed by Southern men, and Northern statesmen quietly sub- 
mitted. Thus, after a struggle of thirty-eight years, the Skvehold- 
ers of Georgia, by the aid of our Federal Government, obtained 
compensation for the loss of their fugitive bondmen. 

(1) vide Report of CommiMloner on this sabject ^ also, the Report of Wm. Wirt, Attor- 
ney General of the United States, to whom the President referred the sabject. " Opinions 
of ttie Attorney General," 1822. Mr. Wirt states the price paid fbr these slaTes was fkon 
two tc three times their real yalue. 



iM T&B XXILSB 01* FLORIDA. 

After tbe dicltribution of ihe amount found due to the clalniaiit8» 
fbere yet remained in the hands of the President one hundred and 
forty-one thousand dollars, being the remainder of the two hundred 
and fifty thousand appropriated by the treaty to secure the payment 
of these claims. This m<mey apjmrently belonged to the Indians. 
The claimants for slaves. could not have any title to It, for they had 
expressly stipulated, that the award ai the commissioner should be 
conclusive upon the parties. The ckdmants, by that award, re- 
ceived full compensation for their loss ; yet they next demanded of 
the President the hundred and forty-one thousand dollars which 
i«mained in his hands. Notwithstanding the commissioners on the 
part of Georgia expressly agreed to abide by the award, and had 
assigned all interest in the property and in the persons residing 
with ihe Indians, to the United States, and had received thek 
money in fiill, under the treaty ; yet they desired to get the re- 
mainder, which was considerably larger than the amount awarded 
them by the commissioner. 



CHAPTEE VI. 

VURTHSa EVFOKTS TO XNSLA7X THB EXILES. 

hMuu and Exiles on the Appalachkola Rirer— Other Exiles at Withlaeooehea, St. 
Miii% express Swamp, Wahoo Swamp— IndlaoB in Tarions parts of TaaHUxtf-- 
DifQcnltyof the subject — President's Message — Committee of Congress — InterrQg^ 
tions — Mr. Penieres' Answer — General Jackson's Answer — He relies on Force — 
United States recognise the Florida Indians as an Independent Band —Willing to trial 
»ith them — JOifflcolties — Instmctions to Commissiooers — Treatj of Camp Monttv^ 

— Resenrations— Covenants on part of United States — Corenants on part of tba 
Seminoles — Congress makes no otjectiou — Effect of Treaty — Its OttJ^ts — Electicni 
jafthe younger Adams— His Policy —Indiaa Agent, Gokmel Humphreys- WDIiaBi 
P. PuTal's Insteuotions — Claimants complain of the Agent — Commissioner of IndJij||i 
AiEairs reproves him — His Letter — Beply — Difficulty of Agent— Dangers which 
threaten the Exiles— Colored Man seized and enslaved — Indians Protest — Colonel 
Bro9ke'B Advice- United. States Judge expresses his Opinion— Eflfoct on Exika-* 
Mrs. Co(&'s Slave— Demand for Negroes — Suggestions of Agent — Practice of Go^ 
emment— Treaty of Payne's Landing — Its Stipulations— Abram — His Charaotcr 

— ChleHi heoome Suspideus — Dd^ations sent West ^^ Executive Designs — Supple- 
mental Tr^ty— Mi^r Ph^gan— Petition of the People of Florida — Indorsement thereon 
— Treaties approved by Senate — Creeks remonstrate — Payment of $141,000 to SSava 
Claimants- Snpinenees of Northern Statesmen — Creeks demand Exiles as Slaves — 
Qeorgians kidnap Exiles— Their Danger-^ They di ssuada ftom Emigratk>n — Their 
Warriors— Wiley Thompson's Statement— Oeneral Clinch's Interest — Colonel Eatonii 
Views — General Cass's Reply — EOs Address to Indians — He authorizes Slave Trade — 
Sffiects of such license— Agent and others Bemonstrato— He replies— Agent x4oia9-*> 
Exiles ptapata tat War. 

After the close of the war of 1818, many oi the Seminole Indi- 
ftns took possession of the deserted plantations and villages along 
the Appalachicola River, whose owners had fallen in the massacre 
of Blount's Fort, in 1816 ; and some of the Exiles united in r^ 
oecupying the lands which had been reduced to cultivation by ihsSit 
murdered brethren. Some six or eight small bands ai Indiane 
thus became resident along that river. The fertile bottom laadf, 
6 (eo) 
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near that stream, constiiated the most yaloable portion of Florida, 
60 far as agriculture was concerned. These towns i^rded conven- 
ient resting places for fugitive slaves, while fleeing from their 
masters in Oeorgia, Alabama, Tennessee and Louisiana, to the 
interior portions of Florida. 

The United States, nor the slaveholders of the States named, 
could with any propriety whatever hold the Creek Indians respon- 
sible for the many refugees, who were now almost daily increasing 
the number of fugitives located £Eir in the interior of Florida; and 
the difficulties attending the holding of slaves increased in exact 
proportion as the slaveholding settlements extended towards these 
locations ; while the greater portion of the Exiles were taking up 
.^eir residence farther in tbe interior of the territory, dpon the 
Withlacoochee, the St. John's, the Big Cypress Swamp, the Islands 
in the Great Wahoo Swamp, and places far retired from civilization. 
The Seminole Indians were scattered extensively over different 
portions of the country ; and although the United States now own- 
ed the unoccupied lands, it was difficult to determine upon any 
course of policy by which the difficulties, so long existing, could 
be terminated. 

1822.] ThesubjectwasoUudedtobyAePresidentmhisAnnnd 
Message to Congress (Dec. 8), and a select committee was 
appointed to take that portion of it into consideration. The committee 
propounded interrogatories to various officers of government, who 
were supposed capable of giving useful information in regard to 
tbe subject.^ 

In answer to these interrogatories, Mr. Penieres, Sub-Agent for 
tisie Florida Indians, replied, stating the number of Indians at 
more ^an five thousand, whilo the number of slaves which they 
held were estimated at only forty. These he declared to be &r 
more intelligent than the slaves resident among the white peopki 
^nd possessing great infl\:Knce over their Indian masters. H9 
allude^ to the !Ekiles in the following language: '*It will be 

(1) Vile Reports of Committee XVlIth Coagrees, 2d Scstkm, No. 196. 
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** difficult (says he) to form a prudent determinatioii with reiipeoi 
*' to the ' maroon negroes/ (Exiles), who live among the Indians^ 
'* on the other side of the little mountain of Latchiouc. They fe«r 
" being again made slaves, under the American Government, and 
" will omit nothing to increase or keep alive mktruat among th« 
'* Indians, whom they, in £ftct^ govern. If it should become ne- 
'' cessary to use force with them, it is to be feared that the Indians 
'* will take their part. It will, however, be necessary to remove 
**from the Flondas this group of freebooters, among whom tmmt 
*' way negroes will always find a refuge. It will, perhaps, be poa»- 
** sible to have them received at St. Domingo, or to fumL<;h them 
'* means of withdrawing from the United States I" 

This gentleman appears to have had more knowledge of thi 
Exiles, than was possessed by the officers of the United Stateft^ 
generally, who supposed that each negro must have a legitimatt 
master. He appears, also, to have had sufficient humanity to su^ 
gest the plan of their removal, rather than their enslavement.. 

In answer to the interri^tories of this comtmttee, Genei^ 
Jackson proposed to compel the Seminoles to reunite with the 
Creeks, by leaving Florida and returning to the Cieek country.; 
and closed his recommendation by saying, '' this must be done^ or 
*' the frontier will be much weakened by the Indian settlements, 
'^ and be a perpetual harbor for our slaves. These runaway 
*/ slaves, spoken of by Mr. Penieres, must be bemoved from the 
** Floridas, or scenes of murder and confusion will exisf ^ , 

This suggestion of General Jackson for the removal of tb^ 
Seminoles, both Indians and negroes, bears date September second^ 
1822, and is the first suggestion, of that precise character, of* 
which we have knowledge. General Jackson was a warrior, and 
had more fiiith in the bayonet than in moral truths. He trusted 
much to physical power, but had little confidence in kindness, or i% 

(1) Vide Am. Ststo Papers, Vol. VI, pages 411, 412. tt will be obserted that Qmwti 
JadkBoH discarded the term ^^marown,''* used by Peoferes, fts thai«m Jamaka, ^nlfli^ 
^fru negroes of the moantains," vrho once fled from service, but have m^atained' their 
bberty so long that they cannot be identified, ahd afe therefore admitted to* be tn^, ^ 
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Jcustice or mond suasion. He was an officer of great popularity, 
fc&weyer, and it is not unlikely that his views had greater weigbt 
ivit^ l^ose who followed him in official life, than then* intrtnsio 
iBorits entitled them to. It is certain that his policy of removing 
the Indians and Exiles from Florida, was suhsequently adopted by 
him while President, and has continued to be the chenshed object 
with most of his successors in that office. ^ 

The eoi^3t>ver8y between the State of Georgia and the Creeks 
had been setded at Indian Springs. In the treaty entered into at 
Ibat place, the United States had held the Creek Nation responsi- 
He for the action of the Seminoles, under the plea that they were 
a part of the Creek Nation. Having obtained two hundred and 
ifty thousand dollars from the Creeks in this way, to satisfy the 
dave claimants of Georgia, the Executive now suddenly became 
satisfied that the Seminoles were a distinct and independent tribe, 
and he prepared to treat with them as such. Commissioners were 
appointed for that purpose, and effi)rts made to collect their chiefe, 
Wttrriors and principal men, in order to carry out this object. 

Suspicious of ike objects which prompted this proposal, the In- 
diinis were unwilling to meet the commissioners. Eunnere were 
ient to the different bands, and eventually some thirty or forty vf era 
eoUected. These were declared by the commissioners to represent 
a majority of the Seminole tribe, and (Sept. 18) they 
'"* proceeded to form the treaty of ** Camp Moultrie." The 
letter of instructions, from the Secretary of War, was specific 
on one point only. The commissioners were directed to so ar- 
range the treaty as to constrain the Indians to settle within the 
territory south of Tampa Bay, excluded from the coast on all 
Mes by a Strip of country at least fifteen miles in width. This 
would have taken from them their most fertile lands on the Su- 
wanee River, the Appalachicola River, and in the vicinity of the 
Mifi]»uuHe Lake. Some six chiefs, who had taken possession <tf 
tike plantations which had been opened and cultivated by the Exiles 
murdered at *' Blount's Fort," reftused to sign the treaty. They 
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were, however, prevailed upon to agree to the treaty, wbea it had 
been so modified as to give them each a reservation of fertile land% 
to meet their own necessities. 

By agreeing to these stipulations, the commissioners obtuned 
their signatures to the treaty — the United States guaranteeing to 
the Indians peaceable possession of the country and reservations 
assigned them. GOiey also covenanted to ''take the Florida In- 
** dians under their care and patronage, and affobd them fro- 

'* TBCMON AGAINST ALL PERSONS WHATSOEVER,-" and tO ''restroihl 

*' and prevent all white persons from hunting, settling, or othoe- 
** wise intruding, upon said lands." They also agreed to pay the 
Indians six thousand dollars in cattle and hogs, furnish them Vith 
provisions to support them one year, and pay them five thousand 
dollars annually for twenty years. But one great object of the 
treaty was embraced in the seventh Article, which was expressed 
in the following language : 

** The chiefs and warriors aforesaid, for themselves and tribee, 
'* stipulate to be active and vigilant in preventing the retreating 
" to, or passing through, the district, or country assigned them, of 
** any absconding slave, or fugitives from justice ; and they further 
** agree to use all necessary exertions to apprehend and deUvmr 
*' the same to the agent , who shall receive orders to compensate 
** them agreeably to the trouble and expense incurred." 

It is worthy of note, that the commj^ioners, acting under in- 
structions of the Secretary of War, now assured the Seminoles 
that they bad been a separate and independent tribe more than a 
century ; while other commissioners, acting under instructions fro^B 
the same Secretary, only twenty months previously, insisted that 
ihe Seminoles were, at that time, a part of the Creek tribe ; and 
on that assumed fiict, the Creeks were held responsible for the 
value of such slaves as lefb their masters during the Bevolution and 
prior to 1802, and took up their residence with the Seminoka^ 
But these contradictory positions appeared to be aeceasary to 
•nstain the slave interest. 



Tl IBM SXILtS (^ TUOmWk. 

It vaxj be remaxke^ that from the signing of Ifais treaty, iSbtn 
mm no longer anj controversy between oar Ooremmeni and tbe 
Creeks in relation to fbgitive slaves. That qnairel was transferred 
to the Seminoles; and now, after thirty-four years baTB passed 
away, and many millions of treasure hare been expended, and 
tliougands of human lives sacrificed, at the moment of wridng 
ihcm incidents, our army is actively employed in carrying on the 
eontest which arose, and for more than the third of a century has 
been almost constantly maintained, for the recapture and return of 
these people ; and alfhongh our members of Oongress from the 
free States had witnessed the long and expensive contest, and the 
vwd sacrifice of blood and treasure, which had been squandered in 
efforts to regain possession of the Exiles ; yet we do not find any 
objection to have been raised or protest uttered against this new 
treaty, in either branch of our National Legislature. Indeed, so &r 
as we have information on the subject, the appropriations for carry- 
ing it into cfl^t were cheerfully made, without objection. 

This compact drew still more closely the meshes of the federal 
power around the Exiles. The United States now held what is 
called in slaveholding parlance the ** legal title " to their bones 
and sinews, their blood and mascle, while the Creek Indians were 
vested with the entire beneficial interest in them. But neither the 
United States nor the Creek Indians had been able to reduce them 
to possession. The whitt settlements were, however, gradually 
extending, and the territory of the Seminoles was diminishing in 
proportion ; and it was easy to foresee the difficulties with which 
they were soon to be surrounded. 

By the treaty, many of their cultivated fields, and most of the 
villages, which they bad recently defended with so much bravery, 
were given up to the whites, and those who had so long occupied 
thom, were compelled to retire still further into the interior, and 
eommenco new improvements. A few Exiles remained with the 
chiefs who held reservations upon the Appalachicola. Those who 
remained, however, were persons who had become connected bj 
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bahiage with the Indians belobging to those small bands^ Stotfk 
whom they were unwilling to separate. 

To this treaty some writers have traced the canses which prodn^ 
^dthe recent ** Florida War." They attribute to its stipulations 
that vast sacrifice of treasure, and of national reptitation, yvhioh ha$ 
rendered that territory distitiguished in histor}-. With that wir, 
our present history is connected only so far as the Exiles were ooo^ 
«erned in its prosecution ; but it would appear difficult for any 
historian to overlook the important fact that obtaining possession of 
fugitive slaves constituted the moving consideration for this treaty* 
imd the primary cause of both the irst and second Seminole wara* 
^ Most of this year was occupied in removing the In4ian8 

to their new territory. They also suffered severely for 
the want c^ food, and the attention of both Indians and officers of 
Government appears to have been occupied with these subjects. 

In the autumn, Mr. Adams was elected President. But hi^ policy 
was in part unfavorable to the Exiles. Bemovals from office under 
his administration were limited. If an officer were removed, 
it was not until after it had been ascertamed that justoaose 
existed for the removal. This policy continued nearly every man in 
office who had been connected with the Indian Department under 
the former Administration. Colonel Gad Humphreys had beefR 
appointed Agent for the Seminoles as early as 1822. He was a 
resident of Florida, and a slaveholder, deeply interested in main- 
taining the institution ; but so £Eir as his official acts have come 
befcffe the public, he appears to have performed Ms duty with a 
good degree of humanity. Indeed, such were his eQbrts in behalf 
of justice to the oppressed, that he became obnoxious to Southern 
men, and was eventually removed from office on that account 
William P. Duval was also continued in the office of Governor, 
and ex-officio Superintendent of Indian Afiairs for the Territcoy of 
Florida. He was also a slaveholder, and resident of the territoiy | 
but even Southern men found little cause to complain of his dewH 
tion to liberty or justice. He, and many other officers^ appear to 
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in lending an efficient support to those clums for daves whii^ 

were constantly pressed upon them by nnprindpled white men. 

Barly as the twenty-fifth of January, Governor Duval, acting 
Superintendent of Indian Affiiirs for the Territory, wrote Colonel 
Humphreys, giving him general directions in regard to the oourst 
tlrhich he should pursue in all cases where fugitive slaves were 
claimed. '* On the subject (said he) of runaway slaves among 
** the Indians, within the control of your agency, it will be proper 
*' in all cases, where you.helieve the owners can identify the slaves^ 
** to bave them taken, and delivered over to tiie Marshal of East 
" Florida, at St. Augustine, so that the Federal Judge may inquire 
•* into the claim of the party, and determine the right of property. 
** But in all cases where the same slave is claimed by a white 
** person and an Indian, if you believe the Indian has an e(}uitable 
*' claim to the slave, you are directed not to surrender tbe slave, 
" ebc^pt by the order of tbe Hon. Joseph L. Smith, Federal Judge 
** residing at St. Augustine ; and in that case, you will attend 
" before him, and defend the right of the Indian, if you believe he 
•* has right on his side." 

In all these casefi^, the slave or colored man, whether bond or 
tnt, was to be trealed in the same manner as a brute. He wais 
^permitted to say nothing upon the subject of his own right to 
Bberty. His voice was f^enced amidst the despotism with which 
be was surrotfnded. No law was consulted. The bdief of a 
^veholding Agent decided the fate of the person claimed. Tho^ 
who claimed to own their fellow men, would always find persons to 
testify to their claims, and it was in vain for an Indian to attempt 
fitigation with a slaveholding white man before a slaveholding 
Jodge.i 

1%e Exiles were not the property of the Indians in any sei^e. 

(1) It is an SnterestiDg ftet, that the doctrine recentlj avowed by the Supreme Court 
Of a» United States, that **Maek men kare no rights vchickwhiu men are bound to rtsptt^ 
««• reeo g niaed and praetlofid upon ia Honda, more than thk^ yean staoe, by th* 
nlBoenof QoTemm«ai. 
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The Indians did not claim to own them. Under the rule jffie- 
scrifaed, if a white man could get one of the Exiles within his 
power, he could at any time prove some circumstantee tlmt would 
entitle him to claim some negro ; when he proved this» the law of 
Florida presumed every colored man to be a slave, unless he could 
prove his freedom. This, no Exile could do; and, when seized, 
they were uniformly con^gned to bondage. The only safety for 
the Exile was, to entirely avoid the whites, who were not permitted 
to enter the territory except upon the written permit of some 
officer. 

The slave-catehers, therefore, had recourse to the pnM^ioe of 
describing certain black persons, in the Indian country, as their 
slaves, and demanding that the Agent should have them seized and 
delivered to him. But the Agent, knowing Uiese claims to be 
merely fictitious in some instances, paid no attention to them. The 
claimants, intent on obtaining wealth by catching negroes, and ^* 
ing them as slaves, complained of the Agent to the Commissioner 
of Indian Affairs, who, on the eighth of February (1827), wrote 
the Agent, reproving him for his remissness in £uling to capture 
and return fugitive slaves, saying: '* Frequent complaints have 
'' been made to the Deps^ment, respecting slaves elaimed by the 
" citizens of Florida, which are in possession of the Indbms; all 
*' which have been acted on here, in issuing such orders to you as 
** it was expected would be promptly obeyed; * * * aad that 
'' these proceedings wou|d be followed by the |Hroper report* to tl» 
" Department. Nothing satisfactory has been received,*' 
1 QOA 1 Thus the Indian Bureau, at Washington, took upon 
itself the responsibility of deciding particular cases, upon 
the ex parte testimony which the claimants presented; and the 
commissioner concluded his letter by a peremptory order to Cdonel 
Humphreys, directing him to capture and deliver over two slaves, 
said to be the property of a Mrs. Cook. 

To this order the Agent replied in the language of dignified 
rebuke. After stating that one of the slaves had been captured 
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hj the Indians, and gi^en up, he says : ** bat they will net, I ap- 
'* prehend, consent farther to risk their lives in a service which has 
** always been a thankless one, and has recently proved so to one 
** of their most respected chiefs, who was killed in an attempt to 
* * arrest a runaway slave . " * 

The love of liberty is universal. We honor the individual who 
gives high evidence of his attachment to this fundamental right, 
with which God has endowed all men, and we applaud him who 
manfully defends his liberty, whether it be a Washington with 
honors clustering upon his brow, or the more humble individual 
who defends his liberty in Florida, by slaying the man who attempts 
to deprive him of it. But these views were not recognized by the 
agents of oar Government. 

While the Department at Washington supposed the Agent to 
have neglected his duty, the Superintendent of Indian Affairs for 
the territory supposed the Agent had been quite too faithful to 
the slaveholders. On the twentieth of March he wrote 
Colonel Humphreys, saying, " Many slaves belonging to 
*'the Indians are now in possession of the whii;b people. 
" These slaves cannot be obtained for their Indian owners vnthout 
** a lawsuit ;" and he then directed the Agent to submit the claim, 
in all oases where there was an Indian claimant, to the chiefs for 
decision. 

In these contests between barbarians and savages^ concemmg the 
rights which they claimed to the bodies of their fellow men, the 
Exiles had no voice. They well understood that the rapacity of 
iAie slave claimants was unbounded and inexorable ; they therefore 
endeavored to avoid all contact with the whites, and to preserve 
their freedom by affording the piratical slave-catchers no oppor- 
tanity to lay hands on them. 

These demands for negroes alleged to be among the Indians, 
oontinued to excite the people of Florida and to perplex the officers 

(1) VldtXz»eiittTeDoeaiiMBftf,NQ.271,9d8«MkMi XXVth CoagNM. 
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of Ooveromeiit, ihreatenbg the most Berioas resalts^^ and oontifh 
oally enhancing the dangers of the Exiles. 

The troo{^ at Fort King were called on to aid in the arrest of 
fogtUye slaves ; but their ^orts merely excited the ridionl^ and 
contempt of both Indians and negroes. These circumstances be- 
coming known to the slaves of Florida, naturally excited them to 
discontent; and while their masters were engaged in effi)rts to 
anrest negroes to whom they had no claim, their own servants in 
whom they had reposed every confidence, suddenly disappeared 
and became lost among the Exiles of the interior. The white peo- 
ple became irritated under these vexations. Their indignation 
against the Indians was unbounded. The Agent, Colonel Hum- 
phreys, gave a vivid description of their barbarity, in a letter to 
the Commissioner of Indian Affairs.^ But remonstrances with 
the Indian Department appeared to have no effect. Peremptory 
orders for the arrest and delivery of slaves continued to reach the 
Agent. These orders he covld not carry into effect, as he could 

command no force adequate to the arrest of the fugitives. 

Governor Duval began to regard the Agent as remiss in 
his efforts, and so reported him to the War Department. Some of 
the most wealthy Seminoles had purchased slaves of the whiAe 
people, and for many years, perhaps we may say for generations, 
had been slaveholders. They held their slaves in a state between 
that of servitude and freedom ; the slave usually living with his 
own &mily and occupying his time as he pleased, paying his master 
annually a small stipend in com and other vegetables. This clas9 
of slaves regarded s^ritude among the whites with the greatest 
degree of horror. 

The owners of fugitive slaves, or men who protended to have 
lost slaves, when able, would seize and hold those belonging to the 
Indians. The Indians being ignorant of legal proceedings, were 
unable to obtain compensation from those who thu^ robbed them 

(1) Captain Sprague, of the United States Army, so itates, in Ids Hlatorj of the Ww, 
(S) Vide Letter of tha Agent, dated fiztli of llazfih, 1827. 
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of wiuit! the slaveholders termed property. This profiUce heeame 
80 common that, oa the seventeenth of April, many of the chiefii 
and warriors assembled at the Agencj, and made their {wotesi to 
the Agent, declaring that '* many of their negroes, horses, cattle, 
** etc., were in the hands of the white people, for which they were 
•• ttnable to oblain compensation." Contrary to the treaty of Camp 
Moultrie, white men were at that time in the Indian country 
searching for slaves, and the chiefis demanded of the Agent the 
reason why the white people thus violated the treaty to rob the 
Indians ? The Agent could only reply, that the white men were 
there by permission given them by the Secretary of War,^ 

So flagrant were these outrages upon the Indians and negroes, 
that Colonel Brooke, of the United States Army, at that time com- 
manding in Florida, took upon himself the responsibility of address- 
ing the Agent, advising him not to deliver negroes to the white 
*ien, unless their *^ claims were made clear and satisfactory,^ ^^ 
The District Judge of the United States for the Tenitory, also 
wrote Cdonel Humphreys, giving his construction of the rules 
adopted by the Indian Bureau. He thought, in no case, should a 
n^ro be delivered up, where the Indians claimed him, until proofs 
haA been made and title established before judicial authority.^ 

No law was looked to as the rule by which ofhcers of Govern- 
ment were to be controlled in their official duties. The opinlctn, 
the judgment, of the individual eonstituted his rule of actbn. 
During the nineteenth century, perhaps no despotism has existed 
,aB«>ng civilized nations more unlimited, or more unserupulous^ 
than that exercised in Florida, from 1823 to 1843. 

This Btate of affairs determined the Exiles not to be arrested iy 
white men. Thus, when Governor Duval ordered a componsation 
for a slave claimed by Mrs. Cook, to be retained from their anuui- 

(1) Vide Mlnates of Talk held at Seminole Agency, with Treskal, Hathla, and other 
<aklefii. Ex. Doc. 271, Ist SetP. XXIVth Congress. 

(2) Vide UtUer of Col. Brooke to Col. Ilamphreys, 6 May, 1828, contained in the abore 
elted Doeunent 

(S) Vide Lettmr of Judge Smith. Blagr 10, 1S3S, oentaioad in mom Doeimma. 
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tfes, ^ cdii^ hdA a talk vMi the Agent, and assured Vm tkttt 
ihe •*i»cm yfmsJforti nmong the Semmoles, and had never been out 

These demands for negroes increased in number ; and tbe whites 
became more and more rapacious, and the Indians more and more 
Indignsuit, until hostilities appeared inevitable. The Agent, from 
long association with the Indians and his knowledge of facts, nat- 
itrally sympathised with them. He assembled a number of the 
^iefs at the Agency, and suggested to them the absolute necessity 
^ submitting to the white people ; and for the purpose of avoiding 
fyaiher dfficulties, advised them to emigrate west of the Mis«ssipp, 
or, rather, to send a delegation to examine the country ; and, as 
an inducement, offered to accompany their chiefs and warriors on 
such a tour. To this proposition a few of them consented, and the 
Agent notified the Department of the fact.^ 

It was easy to see that, under the existing state of afl^irs, hostil- 
ities could not long be avoided. Up to the period of which we are 
speaking, the action of our Government had been dictated by those 
who sought to uphold and encourage Slavery ; nor could it be ex- 
pected that this long-established policy would be suddenly changed, 
unle^ such change were peremptorily demanded by the people. 

There was apparently but one course to be pursued under this 
policy — that was the removal of the Indians from Florida. This 
plan had been recommended by General Jackson ten years previ- 
ously, and he now being President, had an opportunity of carrying 
out his proposed policy. To effect this purpose, it would be neces- 
sary to negotiate a treaty by which the Indians should consent to 
abandon IFlorida and remove west of the Mississippi. 

It had long been the policy of those who administered the Gov- 
ernment, to select Southern men to act in all offices in which the 
institution of slavery was likely to be called in question. , From the 

(1) Vide statement of John Hick, 16 Angcut, 1828. Ex. Doc. 271, before qnoCed. 

(2) VMe Letter of Gad Humphreys, Oot 20, 1828. It probably was the flnt tine thi 
pnpotltlon was sobmitted to the Seminoles. 
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time GBDeral Washingtoa sent Oobnel Willett to aseertttn &cti ht 
j^gard to the controversy between the State of GeotfpA and the 
Greek Indians, in 1789, to the period of which we aro now q^eak* 
ing, no Northern man was appointed to any office which required 
his personal attention to the situation of the Ekiles.^ 

In accordance with this practice, General Cass, acting 
as Secretary of War, appointed Colonel James Ghidsden, 
of South Carolina, to negotiate the treaty of Payne's Landing. By 
the preamble of this treaty, the Seminoles stipulated that eight of 
their principal chiefs should visit the Western country, ** accampO' 
nied iy their faxthfal interpreter, Ahraham^'^ (an E^e, and a matt 
of great repute among both Exiles and Indians,) and should they 
be satisfied with the character of the country, and of the favorable 
disposition of the Creeks to reunite with the Seminoles as one peo- 
ple, they would, in such case, agree to the stipulations subsequently 
eonttdned in said treaty. 

The first article merely makes an exchange, by the Seminoles, 
of lands in Florida for an equal extent of territory, westpf the Mis- 
sissippi, adjoining the Creek Nation. 

The second article provides compensation for the improvements, 
and specifically stipulates, that Abraham and Cudjoe (two Exiles 
who acted as interpreters) should receive, each, two hundred 
dollars. 

The third provides for the distribution of blankets and frocks 
among them. 

The fourth article provides for certain annuities, etc. 

The fifth merely stipulates the manner in which the personal 
property of the Seminoles shall be disposed of in Florida, and the 
same articles supplied them in their new homes at the West. 

The sixth is in the following language : '* The Seminoles, being 
*' anxious to be relieved from the repeated vexatious demands for 
" slaves and other property, alleged to have been stolen and de- 

(1) Even Mr. Adams, when President, conUnned in office those men who had been 
placed there by his predecessors. 
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f'Vttn^ed by them, 80 tbut thej muj remore (0 their new hosMi 
•^^ oaembazrassQd, the United States j^tipukte to have the nmi 
'* properly investigated, and to liquidate such as may be sotis&ih 
" torily established, provided the amount does not exceed fourteen 
'' thousand dollars." 

The seventh article stipulates tluit a portion of the IndUm 
should remove in 1888, and the remainder in 1884. 

Two leading features of this treaty attract the attention of the 
reader. The first is the removal of the Seminoles ; second, their 
reunion with the Creeks. The Creeks, having paid the slavehold- 
ers of Oeorgia for their loss of Exiles, had permitted the subject to 
rest in silence, and, so far as we are informed, no formal claim had 
yet been asserted by the Creeks to seize and hold the Exiles as 
jdaves ; but it is evident that the negotiators of this treaty intended 
to place the Seminoles, when settled in their western homes, witUn 
the power, and under the jurisdiction, of the Creeks. Yet it was 
well known that, from the time of their separation, in 1750, up t9 
the signing of this treaty, they had disagreed and, at times, had 
been in open war with each other. General Cass, the Secretary of 
War, as well as the President, mu$t have known that Holntosbi 
the principal chief of the Creeks, had accompanied Colonel Olindi, 
with fi^ "bundred warriors, when he invaded Florida for the pur* 
pose of niassacreing the Exiles at '' Bbunt's Fort," in 1816 ; thai 
the Creeks shared in that massacre, and had publicly tortured and 
murdered one Indian and one negro, whom they styled chie&. Xl 
is difficult to believe that any man ccMild expect them to live togeth- 
er in peace, with the recollection of those scenes resting on the 
mind; nor has any explanation yet been given, nor reason assigned, 
for the anxiety of our officers to place the Seminoles within the 
power of the Creeks, except a desire to enslave the Exiles. 

Abraham, who acted as interpreter, had been born among the 

Seminoles. His parents had fled from Georgia, and died in their 

^rest^bome. He appears to have been a man of unusual influenM 

with his more sava^ friends ; and although he insisted on emigre- 

7 
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tifi^ to ibo West, ia of^Kxdtion to miny of hu brethren, yet lie luui 
lo this d*y mftintabed a high reputation among his people. Cndjoe 
iras less known, and, subsequently, was loss oonspicuous l^ian 
Abraham ; indeed, we know but little of him. But the experi- 
ence of Abraham, nor the learning of Cudjoe, could detect that vague 
use of language which was subsequently seized upon for justifymg 
the fraud perpetrated under this treaty. 

In the preamble, it was stipulated that the Seminoles were to 
send six of their confidential chiefis to view the western country ; 
and if they were satisfied with the country, etc. The Seminoles 
supposed the pronoun they had relation to the Tribe; while General 
Jackson construed it to refer to the chiefs sent West. K they were 
satisfied, he held the Tribe bound to emigrate at all events ; and 
his efiR)rts were, therefore, directed to satisfying the chiefe who went 
to view the country. 

But the leading men of the Seminoles became suspicious of the 
desgn of the Creeks to enslave the Exiles, before their delegation 
left Florida, and publicly expressed their suspicion.^ 

The President appears to have determined on securing the 
emigration of the Indians at all hazards and at any sacrifice. For 
that purpose he appointed commissioners to go west and obtain 
horn the Seminole delegation, while yet in the western country, 
kai absent from the tribe, an acknowledgment that the country 
was suitable for a residence, and that the Creeks were anxious to 
miite with them as one people. This was to be obtained before 
the Seminole delegaticm should return to Florida, or make report 
to their nation, or give the Tribe an q>portunity to judge or act 
upon the subject. 

1 fi^Q 1 ^^ object was accomplished (March 28) . The commis- 
sioners obtained an '* additional treaty,^^ signed by tho 
Semmole delegation sent West, without any authority from their Na- 
tion to enter into any stipulation; nor had the commissioners, on the 
part of the United States, authority to form any treaty whatever : yet 

(1) Vidt Spxtgoe^f HIstoty of tht Florida War. 
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tlus addiUAnal treaty, as it was called, after reoiting some of thi 
atipulations contained in that of Payne's Landing, declares ** tlial 
** the chiefe sent to examine the country are well satisfied with it;" 
and then stipulates, " that the Seminole Indians shall emigrate t» 
" it so soon as the United States shall make the necessary prepare 
^'tions." There was also another provision in this additional 
treaty of vast importance to the Exiles ; it designated and assigned 
to the Seminoles a certain tract of country, giying its metes and 
bounds, to the " $eparate use of the Seminoles forever." 

Their agent. Major Phagan, appears to have been willing and 
capable of performing his part in this diplomatic intrigue. We 
have no knowledge of the means used to obtain this additional 
treaty, nor the bribery by which it was secured ; but it is known 
that the chiefs, before they went West, expressed their dislike 
of reilniting with the Creeks; that when they returned, they 
denied having agreed to settle under Greek jurisdiction ; it is also 
certain that the additional treaty stipulates that the Seminoles shall 
have their lands separate from the Creeks. > 

When tbey returned, their agent. Major Phagan, represented 
them as having stipulated far the positive removal of the Seminoles. 
The chiefs denied it, and insisted they had understood their anthoi^ 
ity as extending only to an examination of the country, and to 
report the result to the Nation. They requested that the ohieft, 
head-men and warriors be assembled to hear theur report, and to 
express their own determination. But the agent refused to eall 
such council, and assured them that their homes and heritage were 
already sold, and that nothing now remained for them to do bill 
to prepare for removal. 

The people of Alachua County, Florida, feeling indignant at tlM 
determination of the Seminoles to remain in that Territory, addressed 
a protest to the President of the United States, declaring that the 
Seminoles did not capture and return the fugitive slaves who fled 
to the Indian country, according to their stipulations in the treaty 
of Camp Moultrie, but rather afforded protection to them. Tbej 
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fitrtW slated diat while ^e Semmoles remained in the. coimtiy no 
idftT^holder eould «^}oy bis property in peace. This protest wafl 
signed bj ninety of the prinoipal ciUzens of said oonntj, and for- 
warded to the President 

This statement aroused the ire of the President, who at once 
indorsed on the bade of the petition an order to the Secretary of 
War to " ii»][uire into the alleged fdcts, and if found to be true, to 
"direct the Seminoles to prepare to remove West and join the 
" Greeks. ' ' The order was characteristic of the author. He waited 
not for the approval or ratification of any treaty ; with him the 
whole depended upon the alleged fact of the Seminoles failing to 
bring in fugi^ve slaves — not upon treaty, nor upon the ratification 
of treaties.^ 

1 »^ 1 ^^ Senato of the United States was subsequently called 
on by the President to approve the treaty after the lapse of 
nsarly two years from its date. This was done, and the President 
fay hb {HToelamatbn immediately declared it in force. It was 
said by public officers, then in Florida, that had the Seminole 
Bolegation been permitted to give an unbiased opinion to their 
peo|^, there would not have been a man in the Nation willii^ 
lo4&%rato.^ 

The wh^ Nation bec^moe indignant at this treatment, md sodi 
imi the leeUog against the agent that he deemed it prudent to 
vttke from the agency. General Wiley Thompson was appointed 
to fttoceed bun. General Clinch was appointed to the command of 
a^ troops, and every ^paration was made to insure the speedy 
fomoval of nlhe Indians and Exiles west of the Mississij^ 

In the meantime, the Creeks learning that a tract of countij was 
h^ the additional treaty, agreed to be set <^ to the separate use of 
tike Seminoles, saw elearly the influence which Abraham bad exer 
med in the inatter, and, fearing their own des^ns for obtainloi 
fbnres would be defeated through their principal chiefe, addre?9efl a 

(1) Vide Doenments relating to the Florida War, Ist Session, XXIVth CongrtM. 
m VldifSiftcae'sHisiorjrortlM Florida War. 
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protest to the Hon. Lewis Cass, then Secretary ci Wvt^ remoaslnir 
tmg against the policy of giving the Seminoles a teparaie oonatry. 

These chiefs were sagacious men, who had attained distinctioii 
with the Creeks by their manifestation of superior intelligence. Two 
of them, Bolley Mcintosh and Chilley Mcintosh, sons of a Scotch 
trader who lived with the Indians, had been educated, and were 
regarded as among the able politicians of the day. They, together 
with ** Toshatchee Mieco " and ** Lewis," urged the propriety of 
uniting the two tribes as one people, without any separate organi- 
sation. The next day they addressed another letter to Secretary 
Cass, giving additional reasons and arguments why the Seminolet 
should not have separate lands. ^ 

The President had already adopted the policy of ecmipelling the 
Seminoles to unite under one government with the Creeks : anj 
^is stipulation for separate lands was introduced into the **ad» 
•^*ditional treaty," by commissioners who were not fully informed 
of the President's views. This compact, entered into at Fort Gib- 
son, erroneously called an ** additional treaty," was known to bg 
¥oid : neither the Seminole chiefs nor the United States commis- 
sioners had authority to negotiate any treaty whatever ; and this 
stipulation, for holding separate lands by the Seminoles, appears to 
have been totally disregarded by the Executive » as will more fullj 
app^ur hereafter. 

Another circumstance had induced the Creeks to remain silent 
in regard to the Exiles. By the treaty of Indian Spring, they had 
placed at the President's disposal $250,000, out of which the 
slaveholders of Georgia were to be paid for slaves and property 
lost prior to 1802. The commissioners appointed to make the 
examination found but $109,000 due the claimants under this 
stipulation, leaving in the hands of the President $141,000 belong- 
ing to the Creeks. This, however, was claimed by the slave- 
holders, in addition to the amount allowed by the treaty. To 
obtain this money the slaveholders sent their petition to Congrean* 

(1) Vide Ex. Doc. 271, XXIVth Congress, Isi SMslMi,^iiflaf 4a«n4 U. 
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The subject was referred to a committee, of whicb Mr. CKlmer, cf 
Georgia, was Chairman. The committee made a very elaborate 
report, setting forth that the claimants had an equitable right to 
this money as an indemnity *|/br the loss of the offspring which the 
** Exiles wotdd have home to their masters had they remained in 
*• bondage,^* and it is among the inexplicable transactions of that 
day, that the bill passed, giving the money to those claimants 
without the uttering of a protest, or the statement of an objection, 
by any Northern representative or senator. 

The Oreeks now having paid the full amount stipulated in the 
treaty, and being robbed of the $141,000, to compensate the slave-- 
holders for children who had never been bom, were excited to 
madness. They believed themselves to hold the beneficial interest 
in the bodies of the Exiles, and determined to obtain possession of 
tfaem.^ They immediately sent a delegation to the Seminoles to 
demand possession of the Exiles as their slaves. 

While the Creeks were thus demanding possession of the refu- 
gees, the Executive of the United States and his officers were 
endeavoring to compel them to go West, where the Creeks could, 
without opposition, lay hands upon them and enslave them. 

The six Seminole chiefs holding reservations upon the Appa- 
lachicola River owned some slaves, and with those slaves some of 
the Exiles had intermarried. Each chief, by the terms of the 
treaty of Camp Moultrie, was permitted to name the men who 

(1) The Author, white senriog in Congreen in 1847-8 was. bj the Sptaker« pkood apm 
the committee of Indian Affiiln. While serring on that committee, the Creek Indian! 
applied for the return of this money wh'ch had belonged to them, but had been wrongfaUy 
paid ever by C<mgnaa to tJie slaTeholdon of Gewgia, some fourteen years preriously. The 
case was referred to the Author, as sub-committee, who reported that the money, in justice, 
In equity, and in lavr, belonged to the Indians ; that its payment to the slaveholders wa* 
unjust and wrong, and that It ought to be paid to the Indians. The report was con- 
firmed, and the money psid to the Indians. The Justice of the eause was so obrious that 
it met with no opposition, and by the Tote of both Housea it now stands acknowledged 
tad declared that this sum of S141,000 was takf n from the pockets of the laboring men of 
caaf Nation, and paid to those ilavoholders ft>r imagkuury slmve Mtdrtn vfko wen mvtt 
bom ; nor hare we been able to leara that an oltJoctioa was raised, or protest uttorad, hf 
aaj NmrtlMni msmber of Congnss. 
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W^oee to n;8ide wi& him, and such ehief became rospoimble for iim 
oondaet of the persons thus named ; while tho United Statoi 
stipulated to '' afford the chiefs and their people protection again$^ 
* * aU persons whatsoever. ' ' 

The white settlements had extended to the vicinity of these rel^ 
ervations, and the Exiles and ^cminole slaves living on them 
wore more immediately exposed to the rapacity of the whites than 
were those in the interior of the territory. 

. The mania for obtaining slaves by piratioal violence, 
seems to have reached a point almost incredible to the 
people of the free States. E-con-chattimico was one of the chiefii 
whose reservation lay on the west side of the river. He had long 
been highly respected by the whites. He owned some twenty 
slaves, who were residing with him in a state of partial freedon 
— paying him an annual stipend of provisions for their tisie, 
and holding such property as ^hey could acquire. Connected 
with these slaves, and with some of the Indians on the Besei^ 
vation, were about an equal number of Exiles, who had never 
loiown slavery, but whose ancestors, in former generations, had 
toiled in bondage. Unwilling to separate from their intimate 
friends and connexions, they had, as stated in a former chapter, 
come here to occupy, with E-con-chattimico and his friends, one dt 
the ezt)ensive plantations which had been occupied by their brethren 
who fell at Blount's Fort, in 1816. The chief had named them 
as his friends, and a record of the fact had been deposited in t|ie 
office of the Commissioner of Indian Affairs ; and for their conduct 
E-con-chattimico was responsible, under the treaty of *' Camp 
Moultrie ;" while, by the same instrument, the faith of the nation 
had been solemnly pledged '* to protect them agaif^t all persom 
VfhaUoeper,^^ •«« 

The piratical slave-dealers of Geor^a looked upon these people, 
both Exiles and slaves, with strimg desire to possess them. Ono 
of these fiends in human «hape, named Milton, residing in ColuBih 
bos, Geor^, professed to have purchased them from a Credc 
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iUEon, and bj liim referred to Judge CameniD, of tiie UBitod 
Stoles Difltrici Court in Florida, for examination. 

The chief being a man of inflnenee and respected bj ^ wlutes^ 
ibtrad friends to espouse bis eanse. The dainMnt b^an to doubt 
htt snecess under snch circomstanees, and proposed to withdraw his 
ebdm; bnt so flagrant was its fraodnlent character, that Judge 
Cameron felt it hb duty to report upon it, ^wmg it to be Toid.^ 
This report was dolj transmitted to the pn^per department at 
Warfiington, and the Old Chie^ fnth lus people, once more reposed 
in apparent security. 

It has been alleged, that men who so hr paraljao their own 
moral sensibilities as to rob their feQow-men of their labor, thenr 
fibertj, their manhood, and hold them in degrading bondage, eaU 
not entertain anj clear conceptions of right and wrong. However 
AtB may be, it is certain that men who deal in slaves, are ever 
regarded, even by slaveholders, as destitute of moral sentiment. 

In this case, Hilton, finding that Judge Cameron had reported 
ihe claim to be fraudulent and void, professed to seU his interest 
in these people to certain other slaveholders, of Columbus. These 
men provided themselves with chabs, and fetters, and bloodhounds, 
and all the paraphernalia of regular slave-dealers upon the Africaii 
coast, and descending the river in a steamboat, intended to surprise 
their victims before any notice should be given of their approach. 
But some friendly white, who had learned the intentions of the 
pirates, had whispered to the aged chief the danger which threi^ 
ened his people. They were soon armed, and prepared to defend 
themselves or die in the attempt. The desperadoes landed upon 
the Beservation ; but finding the people armed, and ready to receive 
them in a becoming manner, they retired into the country and 
alarmed the settlers, by proclaiming that E-con-chattimico had 
armed his people and was about to make war upon the whites. 
The news fiew in all directions; troops Were mustered into servicer; 

(1) Vld« opinion of Jodge Cameron, paget 85 and 86 of Doe. 271, lut qootod. • 
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tn army was organized and marched to the Besei^ation, and ih§ 
proper officer sent, with a white flag, to demand the object and inr> 
tentions of the chief, in arming his people. The old man was most 
indignant that his honor should he impugned in such manner. Ha 
fully explained the cause which induced his people to convene, and 
assume a hostile attitude towards those who had come to rob them 
of their liberty. 

The officers, who sympathized with the pirates, were sustained 
by military force. They assured the old man that no persons 
should be allowed to injure him or his people ; that the CQanti*y 
was alarmed, and the public mind could only be pacified by a 8u^ 
render of his arms and ammunition. To this proposition he was 
constrained to yield. They took his arms and ammunition, and 
left him defenseless. They remained undisturbed, however, during 
the night ; but the next morning the slave-hunters returned, fuUy 
armed. They seized every negro residing upon the Keservation, 
including both Exiles and the slaves of E-con-chattimico, and, flEist* 
ening the manacles upon their limbs, hurried them off to Georgia^ 
where they were sold into interminable bondage.* ^ They, and their 
ancestors, had enjoyed a hundred years of freedom ; but they wiere 
suddenly precipitated into all the sufferings and sorrows of slavery, 
and now toil in chains, or have departed to that land where slavery 
is unknown. 

E<!on-chattimk}o petitioned Congress for indemnity, but obtained 
no redress. Neither the President, nor the Secretary of War, 
manifested any interest in maintaining our most solemn treaty obliga- 
tions with the Indians, or attempted any redress for their violation. 
l)isheartened and broken down in spirits, E-con-chattimico yielded 

^ KoTx.— Wben the author, in 1841, denounced this transaction, in the House of Repr»* 
••DtatSTeB, and 8p<Ae <^ these sJave-oatcherB as Ptraies, Hon. Marie A. Cooper, of Georgia, 
became indignant at the denunciation ; — said he was well acqu^nted with tha men who 
li^izod and enslaved these people ; that they were honorable nun, and tlutt he took them 
by the hand almost daily wliile at home. 

(1) ¥he statement of these fiic6 may be found in Ex. Document, 1st Sea. XXIVlk 
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lb Cfenenl Jackson's orders, emigrated to tho western countiy, and 
tpent the remainder of his days in poverty and want. 

Nor were the piracies of tho white people confined to the crime 
of kidnapping Exiles. They robbed the Indians and Exiles of 
horses, cattle and money. 

A chief named Blunt also held a reservation on the river, under 
the treaty of Camp Moultrie. He had some friends among tho 
Exiles who preferred to occupy, with him, one of the plantations 
left destitute by the murder of the people at ** Blount's Fort," in 
1816. He too had named his friends and become responsible for 
their conduct, and relied upon the pledged faith of the nation to 
protect them.* 

Some desperadoes, said to have come from Georgia, entered his 
plnntation, robbed him of a large amount of money, and carried 
away all the negroes living on the Reserve. 

Another chief named Walker, also residing on a reservation, with 
some slaves and Exiles, discovered that a notorious slave-catcher 
from Georgia, named Douglass, and some associates, were hanging 
around his plantation, with the apparent intention of capturing and 
enslaving the colored people. Warned by the outrage committed 
upon E-con-chattimico and . his people, both Indians and negroes 
coUeoted together, armed themselves, and determined to resist any 
violence that should be offered them. 

When the piratical Georgians approached, they fired upon them. 
Finding the people armed and determined to resist, the man- 
stealers retreated and disappeared. Feeling they were in danger. 
Walker wrote the Agent of the Seminoles, calling for protection, 
according to the stipulations of the treaty of Camp Moultrie. 
In his letter he says, **Are the free negroes (Exiles), and negroes 
''belonging to this town (slaves), to be stolen ixway publicfy ia 
** the feoe of law and justice — carried off and sold to fill the pockets 
" of those worse than land pirates Y^ 

This appeal was in vain. The Agent fsid, no attention to it. 
The kidnappers were vigilant and watchful, and when their viotimft 
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mpposed tbemselvoa safe, thej stole upon them, sebed thmn, and 
harried them off to the interior of Alabama, and sold them into 
slavery. 

The scenes so often witnessed upon the slave coast of Afncm 
became common in Florida; while Georgia, and Alabama, and 
Florida, aflforded a class of men in no respect superior in morals to 
those outlaws and pirates who pursue the foreign slave trade. 

The dangers threatening the Exiles now became imminent. 
They saw clearly they were to be enslaved, or compelled to resort 
to arms in defense of their liberties. Their entire influence was 
exercised to prevent emigration, as they feared that would subjed 
them to Creek jurisdicti(Hi and enslavement. 

These objections were made known to the Department at Wash* 
mgton by the Agent of the Seminoles, Wiley Thompson, who, in 
plain and unmistakable language, informed the Commissioner of 
Indian Affairs, that the principal objection to removing West 
which operated upon the minds of the Seminoles arose fr<»n ihe 
claim of the Creeks to those peo]^ who had fled frcmi Qeoj^ 
prior to 1802, and extending back to the commencement of the 
Revolutionary War. He assured the Department, that if the Semi- 
noles were compelled to remove West, these deseendanU of the Exih$ 
would he enslaved hy the Greeks, and if they remained in Florida, 
diey would be enslaved by the whites. He told the Department in 
plain language, that many of those negroes who had been bom and 
raised among the Indians had been enslaved by ike people of Flor- 
ida and of Georgia, and were then held in bondage.^ 

Among other officers who espoused the cause of humanity at that 
period, so interesting to. the Exiles, was the veteran General Clinch. 
He was a man of great probity of character — one of the most gal; 
lant officers in the service — at the time in actual command of the 
troops in Florida. He had long been acquainted with the Indians, 
and no man perhaps better understood the character of the Exiles. 
He had twenty years before commanded the troops at* the massacre 

(1) VkUXjuPoo., lit 8eM.XZIVthCoocNai,pHe]M. 
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tf " Blotaifi's Fort,'' and well understood the persecaUonsjto which 
Ae Exiles had been subjected. In strong language, he pointed out 
the wrong about to be perpetrated upon them, as well as upon the 
Seminoles. He informed the Secretary of War, in direct and posi 
five langui^, that if the Seminoles and theur '' negro allies " were 
ient West, the negroes would he enslaved by the Greeks?- 

Hon. John H. Eaton, Governor of Florida, a warm personal Mid 
political friend of the President, in whom it was believed the Esec 
Utive reposed great confidence, also wrote the department, delineating 
dhe wrongs about to be perpe^-ated upon Uiese colored people, who 
for several generations had resided with the Seminoles. 

These and other officers of Government united in the opinion* 
that these '^ negroes, ^^ as they were generally called, exerted a con- 
trolling influence over the Indians, and that it would be in vain to 
attempt the removal of the Indians under these circumstances. 

To these remonstrances, the Hon. Secretary of War, General 
Ciaes, replied, with apparent determination to remove the Indkms at 
any expense of blood, of treasure, and of national reputation. The 
appeals made to the justice of our Government were stigmatized 
** as the promptings of ^ false philanthropy ^ ftnd our i^nts and 
dicers were directed to inform the Seminoles, in peremptory laa 
guage, that they must emigrate to the western country. 

Laboring under the delusion that official station would add a con 
trolling influence to his language, General Cass transmitted to the 
Indian Agent a speech, addressed to the Seminoles and their allws, 
in which he endeavored to persuade them to emigrate and join the 
Creeks, and subject themselves to Creek authority. The Seminoles 
and their friends listened to the speech with that respectful atten- 
tion which would be expected from men who knew their lives and 
liberties were in danger. 

It was at one of these consultations, in the presence of their 
Agent, that ** Osceola," at that time a young warriw, attracted 
attention by*saying, " this is the only treaty I will ever make with 

(1) vide Us tetter at length In the tkieament ktl ^pioted. 
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** thB wkku/^ ndi tbo same iime dzmiig ^ Jmifi) and 4Blii]Siig k 
forcibly into the table heioee himA 

att maa\a.t diis period that abandoned idbhe men eonsieiived the 
ftlan of buykig segcQBs ffom Seminoles idiik in a titate^ intozka- 
tioQ, aid seUing 4hem to the white pec^le. If they could get am 
indism cbuok, they eould of eourse obtain fpom him a bill of sale 
pf ai^ negro A/^ fileased, 'whether the Indian had any tiUe to him 
4^ Bc^. This plan of separating the Seminoles firom their colored 
ftiends, it was thought would conduce to their removal. 

Applieatioiis to enter the Indian Territory f<H* the purpose of puiv 
^a^ing fli&Tels were referred by the Secretary of War to the Com^ 
caissioner of Indian A£5urs, and by the latter offieer to the Attorney 
Cneneral Felix Grundy, who gravely reported,' tl^t he "saw no good 
** reason why the white people djould not be permitted to buy slaves 
" of the Indians;" and the President having considered the matter, 
ordered permission to be granted for that purpose. 

Officers who were in Florida saw at once that this policy would 
kindle the smothered indignation of the Indians and Exiles into a 
flame. The Agent of the Seminoles, refusing to obey the orders 
thus given, remonstrated against the policy in a letter addressed to 
the head of the Department, in which he says : ** The remark in 
" your letter that it is not presumed the condition of these negroes 
" (the Exiles) would be worse than that of others in the same seo- 
** tion of country is true ; yet you will agree that the same remark 
"would apply to t/ou, to me^ or to any other individual of the 
" United States, as we should, if subjected to slavery^ be in the 
'''^precise condition of other slaves." 

So general and so great was the indignation excited by this order 
for establishing a commerce in human flesh with drunken Seminoles, 
that it was soon after countermanded ; yet the immediate emigra- 
tion of the Indians was urged with increased earnestness, although 
the Department of War was informed by nearly every officer in Uie 
military and Indian service of Florida, that they could not be in- 

(1) Tide SpragM'f Horfd* War. 
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dooed to emigrate, so long as the Exiles shoold be regnded as in 
danger of being subjected to Credc aathori<y. 

Bat the stem de<uree had gone fi)rth tliat ''the Indians should 
prepare to emigrate West Bnijoin the Greeks;^* and the necessaiy 
preparations were hurried forward both in the Military and Oiyil 
Departments of Government. The Exiles and Seminoles saw 
clearly the terrible alternative to which they were soon to be driven^ 
and they turned their attention to active preparations for the c<m- 
flict. Their crops were carefully secured ; their cattie driven far 
into the interior; and their women and children removed from 
the frontier to places of safety. They omitted no opportunity of 
Be<mring powder and lead ; and while associating with tiie white 
people, they manifested a bold contempt and dislike for them, which 
gave gloomy forebodings of ike future. 



CHAPTER VII. 

COMMENCEMENT OF THE SECOND SEMINOLE WAR. 

The number of EsUes in Florida — Spanish Maroons — Seminolo SlaTif— OMooIft— Hlf 
Parentage — His Character — Ilia Wife— Uer Parentage and sad Fate— Imprisonment 
of Osceola — His Release — He swears Vengeance against Mr. Thompson — Decree of 
General Council- Fate of Charley E. Mathler— Osceola and followers seek the Bill of 
Thompson — I^y in wait near Fort King— Fate of Mr. Thompson and Lieut Smith — 
Of the Sutler and his Clerks — Qeneral Clinch orders Major Dade to Fort King— The 
M%}(Nr seeks a faithful Guide — Engages the Services of Louis, a Slave— His Learning and 
Cliaracter— He meditates the Massacre of Dade and his men— Councils wtth the bdiee 
— Arranges the plan of Massacre, and informs them of the time— Exiles and Indins 
rendczTous in Wahoo Swamp — Dade's Approach — The preparation — The Massacre— > 
Osceola and Louis — The Exiles and Indians again meet in the Swamp fl>r the nglil— 
Digression — Incidents. 

The number of Exiles at the commencement of the Second Semi- 
nole War, has been variously estimated. Probably their whole 
number, including women and children, was not less than twelve 
hundred. To these may be added the slaves belonging to the 
Seminoles, estimated at two hundred, making a population of four- 
teen hundred blacks. Most of the slaves lived with the Exiles, 
separate and apart from their masters, paying a certain quantity of 
vegetables annually, for the partial freedom which they enjoyed. 
There were many half-breeds, however, some of whom resided with 
the Indians, and others were located with the Exiles. 

The Spanish population called the Exiles *' Maroons," after a 
class of free negroes who inhabit the mountains of Cuba, Jamaica, 
and other West Indian islands. Indeed, some of the Maroons of 

(97) 
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Cuba appear to have foand their way to Florida,^ and many of the 
Exiles passed from that Territory to the West India Islands. 
Many officers of Goyemment appear to have known or cared little 
for these people, while others manifested much intelligence and hu- 
manity in regard to them. We have already noticed the effi)rts of 
Mr. Thompson, the Indian Agent, of Colonel Clinch, and of Colonel 
Eaton, in behalf of the Exiles, who had long resided in Florida. 

Daring the summer, the Indians committed yarious depredations 
upon the white people, such as stealing horses and killing cattle ; 
but the first open hostilities occurred pn the twenty-eighth of De- 
cember, when two important and bloody tragedies took place, which 
left the country no longer in doubt as to the actual existence of war. 

A young and gallant warrior, named Osceola, was the principal 
actor in one of these scenes. He was the son of an Indian trader, 
a white man, named Powell. His mother was the daughter of a 
Seminole chief. 

He had recently married a woman said to have been beautiful. 
She was the daughter of a chief who had married one of the Exiles ; 
but as all colored people by slaveholding laws are said to follow 
the condition of the mother, she was called an African slave. Osee- 
ola was proud of his ancestry. He hated slavery, and those who 
practiced the holding of slaves, with a bitterness that is but little 
understood by those who have never witnessed its revolting crimes. 

He visited Fort King, in company with his wife and a few 
friends, for the purpose of trading. Mr. Thompson, the Agent, was 
present, and, while engaged in business, the wife of Osceola was 
seized as a slave. Evidently having negro blood in her veins, the 
law pronounced her a slave ; and, as no other person could show 
title to her, the pirate who had got possession of her body, was sup- 
posed of course to be her owner. 

(1) UMitenat B^TBOldfl, iHkUe oondastlng th« flnt partj «r migfaste W:«it, im ISO, 
ftnnd aoMiig ttM.Bdlflt pcnons who poiae«ed m mooh Spwiiih blood, tluit bo oflbrod lo 
kave them at New Orleans, and aome of them aooepted tho olbr. Ho ItA them in that 
iHgr, and ttwy pft^bably now pan fto Spaniaida. 




A»-«c"he"ho-laT. fTcnown as Osceola, oi PowellJ 



TSB EZICEH or FLORIDA. 9tf 

Oseec^ beetun« frantb with rage, but was instantly Bm$A mtf 
jdaced in irons, while his wife was harried awaj to riarefaoldilti^ 
pollution.^ He remained six days in irons, when, Omi^fal Thomfh 
son says, he beeame penitent, and was relei^ed. 

From the moment when this outrage was committed, Ae Florida 
War may be regarded as commenced. OBceola swore ?engeance 
upon Thompson, and those who assisted in the perpetration of this 
indignity upon himself, as well as upon his wife, and upon wxr com* 
mon humanity. 

The Exiles endeavored to stimulate the Indians to deeds of 
^or. In general council, they decreed that the first Seminole 
who should make any movement preparatory to emigration, shouhl 
suffer death. Charley E. Mathler, a respected chief, soon after 
fell a victim to this decree. ' Osceola commanded the party who 
slew him. He had sold a portion of his cattle to the whiteis, 
ftr which he had receiji^ed pay in gold. This money was fbuodf 
upon his person wlien he fell. Osceola ferbade any one toneh* 
ii^ the gold, saying it was the price of the red man's blood , 
and with his own hands he scattered it in different directions as 6r 
as he was able to throw it 

But his chief object appeared to have been the death of General 
Thompson. Other Indians and Exiles were preparing for o&et 
important operations ; but Osceola seemed intent, his whole sou] 
was absorbed, in devising some plan by which he could safely reac& 
Mr. Thompson, who was the object of his vengeance. He, or some 
of his friends, kept constant watch on the movements of Thompson, 
who was unconscious of the danger to which he was exposed. 
Osceola, steady to his purpose, reflised to be diverted from this 

(1) Vide Mxxmot of ibis traoiaetioit by M. M. Ck>lwn, ghran in «fa» OOftrtoribr Aatt^Sto* 
very Magarine, vol. II, page 419. Mr. Thompson, the Agent, in hit letter to th* Commi0» 
ttoner of Indian Affidra, bearing date soon aftot, mys : *' Powell used each language) that 
I WM conitntiDed ta order him int# bwiw.*' Mr. Spraffue, in Mi hlttoty of the gltilji 
War, reiteiates the statement of Mr. Thompson. But neither Spragoe, nbr Tbooiyaeni Sio^, 
any «th«r person who was present, it is beliered, tias eTer denied the ftolatSon whkh Mr. 
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ihTeritok olpjeot. Thompaon iiras at Fori King, and tbere were but 
fiiw troops to protect that fortress. But Indians seldom attempt 
an escalade, and Osoeola sought an opportunity to take it bj 
surprise. With some twenty followers, he lay secreted near the 
finrt for, days and weoks^ determined to fiud some opportunity to 
enter by the open gate, when the troops should be off their guard. 

Near the dose of December, a runner brought him information 
that Major Dade, with his ccnnmand, was to leave Fort Brooke on the 
twenty-fifth of that month, and that those who intended to share in 
t^ attack upon that regiment, must be at the great ''Wahoo 
Qwamp," by the evening of the twenty-seventh. This had no eflfect 
whatever upon Osceola. No circumstance could withdraw him 
fjrom the bloody purpose which filled his soul. 

On the twenty-^ghth, in the afternoon, as he and Ins followers 
lay near the road leading from the fort to the house of the sutler, 
which was nearly a mile distant, they saw Mr^ Thompson and a friend 
approaching. That gentleman and his companions had dined, and, 
on taking their cigars, he and Lieut. Smith, of the Second Artillery, 
bad sallied fi)rth for a walk, and to enjoy conversation by them* 
selves. 

At a signal given by Osceola, the Indians fired. Thompson fell, 
pierced by fourteen balls ; Smith received about as many.^ The 
ahrill war-whoop followed the sound of the rifles, and alarmed the 
people at the fort. The Indians immediately scalped theur victims, 
and then hastened to the house, where Mr. Bogers, the sutler, and 
two clerks^ were at dinner. Those three persons were instantly 
massacred and scalped. The Indians took as many valuable goods 
as they could carry, and set fire to the building. The smoke gave 
notice to those in the fort of the fate that had befallen the sutler and 
bit clerks. But the condition in which the commandant found hb 
troops, forbade his sending out any considerable force to ascertun 
the fate of Thompeon and his companion. Near nightfall, a few 
hanng spirits proceeded up the road to the hommock, and brought 

(1) Spngot^ History ofUw Florida War. 
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the bodies to the Cbit; bat Osceola and his followers bid hasteiiod 
their fli^t, not from fear of the troops, but with tlie hope of join- 
ing their companions at Wahoo in time to engage in scenes of more 
general interest. 

General Clinch had foreseen that hostilities were unavoidable, 
and, as early as the fifteenth of November, had sought to increase 
the number of troops at Fort King by such reinforcements as could 
be spared from other stations. For this purpoje, he ordered Major 
Dado, then at Fort Brooke, near Tampa Bay, to prepare his com- 
mand for a march to Fort King. The distance was one hundred 
and thirty miles, through an unsettled forest, much diversified with 
swamps, lakes and hom mocks. No officer nor soldier could bo 
found who was acquainted wiih the route, and a guide was indis- 
pensable : yet men competent to the discharge of so important a 
trust were rarely to be found, for the lives of the regiment might 
' depend upon the intelligence and fidelity of their condnctor. 

At this point in our history, even before tbo commencement of 
general hostilities, we are led to the acquaintance of one of the most 
romantic characters who bore part in the stirring scenes of that day. 
On making inquiry for a suitable guide, the attention of Major 
Dade was directed to a colored man n<amed Louis. He was the 
slave of one of the old and respectable Spanish families, named 
Pacheco, who resided in the vicinity of Fort Brooke. ^lajor Dade 
applied to the master, Antonio Pacheco, for information concerning 
his slave, and was assured that Louis, then near thirty years of 
age, was one of the xao&i faithful y intelUgerU, and trustworthy men 
he had ever known. He had also been well bred, was politie, ao- 
complished, and learned. He read, wrote, and spoke, with facility, 
the Spanish, French, and English languages, and spoke the Indian, 
and was perfectly familiar with the route to Fort King, having fre- 
quently txavelcd it. 

Pleased with the character and appearance of Louis, Major Dade 
entered into an agreement with the master for his services in con* 
duQting the troops through the forest to Fort King, at the rate of 
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tlwoiity-'fiTO dollars per monUi, and stated the time at which the ser- 
Tioe was to c(»Dmonee. The contract was made in the presence of 
Loais» who listened attentively to the whole arrangement, to which 
he of course gave his own consent. 

Louis Pacheco was too enlightened to smother the better sympa- 
thies of the human heart. He was well informed, and understood 
the efforts that were making to reenslave his brethren, the Exiles. 
With many of then^ he had long been acquainted ; he had witnessed 
the persecutions to which they had been subjected, the outragbs 
heaped upon them, and now saw clearly the intention to subject 
thena to slavery among the Creeks. He had spent his own life thus 
fer in servitude, and, although his condition was regarded with envy 
by the plantation servants around him, he yet sighed for freedom. 

Blessed with an intellect of no ordinary mould, he reflected 
deeply upon his condition, and determined upon his course. Hos- 
tilities had not yet commenced, and he was in the daily habit of 
conversing with Indians, and often with Exiles. He was well 
acquainted with the character of each, and knew tiie men to whom 
be could communicate important information with safety. To a few 
of the Exiles, men of integrity and boldness, he imparted the facts 
that Dado, with his troops, would leave Fort Brooke about the 
twenty-fifth of December, for Fort King, and that he, Louis, was 
to act as their guide ; that he would conduct them by the trail 
leading near the Great Wahoo Swamp, and pointed out the proper 
place fbr an attack.^ 

This information was soon made known to the leading and active 
Exiles, and to a few oi the Seminole chiefs and warriors. The Ex- 
iles, conscious that the war was to be waged on their account, were 
'anxious to give their friends some suitable manifestation of their 
prowess. They desired as many of the Exiles capable of bearing 
arms as could assemble at a certain point in the Great Wahoo 
Swamp, to meet them there as early as the twentynseventh of De 

(1) Yldt IttUoioiiy tcoompaoTlDg Paelieoo^ P«atkm to Congftet i>r iBtenai^. 
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eember, armed, and prepared to comttioiiOd ^^ frkt hy A fifsftt 
demonstration of their gallantry. 

Information was sent to Osceola and his fdlowers, inviting ihem 
to be present. They were lying secreted near Fort King, too kitebl 
upon the death of Thompson to turn their eyes for a tno^o^t finom 
their victim. However, mapy other chiefs and warriors assembled 
at the time and place designated, in order to witness what tli^ 
supposed would be the firM} scene in the great drama about to be 
acted. Their spies detached for that purpose, 'arrived at theit ren- 
dezvous almost hourly, bringing information of the oommeneemeftt 
of Dade's march, the number of men fcmning his battalion, and 
their places of encampment each night. 

In the evening of the twenty-seventh, their patrols brought woid 
that Dade and his men had arrived within tliree miles of the pmfti 
at which they intended to attadc them. Of course etety prepafih 
ikm was now made for placing themselves in ambush at an eaily 
hour, along the trail in which it was expected the tro<^s would p«Rk 
The scouts reported that precisely one hundred and ten men eoMli- 
tuted the force which they expected to encounter, and the ofecial 
report fully confirms the accuracy of their intelligence. The Bk« 
Oes looked to the coming day with great intensity o( feeling. More 
than two hundred years since, their ancestcM^s had been pirallealiy 
seized in their own country, and forcibly torn from their friends-^ 
from the land of their nativity. For a time they submitted to de- 
grading bondage ; but more than a century had elapsed since tKiy 
ied from South Carolina, and found an asylum under Sptuiish Ikw 
in the wilds of Florida. There their fathers and mothers had been 
buried. They had often visited their graves, and mourned over Ihe 
sad fate to which their race appeared to be doomed. For fifty years 
they had been subjected to almost constant persecution at the hands 
of our (Government* The blood of their fathers, brothers and 
friends, massacred at '' Blount's Fourt," was yet unavenged. Tfaej 
Had seen individuals from among them piratically seized and eiF 
daved. Their friends, residing with E-con-chattimico and with 
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Walker, bad been openly aad flagrantly kidimpped« 4Uid sold into 

interminable servitudo, where they were then sighing and moaning 
. in degrading bondage. In looking forward, they read their intended 

doom, clearly written in the slave codes of Florida and the adjoin- 
. ing States, which conld only be avoided by their most determined 

resistance. If they behaved worthy of men in their condition, their 

influence with their savage allies would be confirmed, and they would 
: be able to control their action on subsequent occasions. Every con- 

flideration, therefore, tended to nerve them to 'the work of death 

which lay before them. 
' In the meantime, their victims were reposing at only four or five 

miles distant in conscious security. Their encampmei^ had been 
• selected according to military science. The men and officers were 
.encamped in scientific order. Their guards were placed, their 

patrols sent out, and every precaution taken to prevent surprise. 
, They had seen service, and cheerfully encountered its hardships, 
. privations and dangers, but had no suspicion of the fate that awaited 

them on the coming day. 

At early dawn, the men were paraded, the roll called, and the 

order for regulating the day's march given. They were then dis- 
. missed for breakfast, and at eight o'clock, resumed their march, and 

proceeded on their way in the full expectation of reaching their dea- 
. ^nation by the evening of that day. 

But the insidious foe had been equally vigilant. They had left 

tiieir island encampment with the first light of the morning, «id 
. each had taken his position along the trail in which the troops were 

expected to march, but at some thirty or forty yards distant. Each 

nan was hidden by a tree, which was to be his fortress during the 
( expected action. A few rods on the othe/ side of the trail lay a 

pond of water, whose placid surface reflected the glittering rays of 
. che morning sun. All was peaceful and quiet as the breath of 

rammer. 
. Unsuspicious of the hidden death which beset their pathway, the 

troops entered this defile, and passed along until their rear had come 
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within the range of the enemies' rifles, when, at a given signid, 
each warrior fired, while his victim was in full view and unprotected. 
One-half of that ill-fated band, including the gallant Dade, Ml at 
the first fire'. The remainder were thrown into disorder. The offi- 
cers endeavored to rally them into line ; but their enemy was unseen, 
and ere they could return an effective shot, a second discharge from 
the hidden foe laid one-half their remaining force prostn^ in death. 
The survivors retreated a short distance toward their encampment 
of the previous night, and, while most of the Exiles and Indians 
were engaged in scalping the dead and tomahawking those who 
were disabled, they formed a hasty breastwork of logs for their de- 
fense. They were, however, soon invested by the enemy, and the 
few who had taken shelter behind their rude defenses were over- 
eome and massacred by the Exiles, who conversed with them in 
English, and then dispatched them.^ Only two individuals beside 
Louis, the guide, made their escape. Their gallant commander, 
his officers and soldiers, whose hearts liad beat high with expecta- 
tion in the morning, at evening lay prostrate in death ; and as the 
sable victors relaxed from their bloody work, they congratulated 
each other on having revenged the death of those who, twenty years 
previously, had fallen at the massacre of ** Blount's Fort." The 
loss of the allied forces was — thi*ee killed and five wounded. 

After burying their own dead, tliey returned to the island in the 
swamp long before nightfall. To this point, they brought the spoils 
of victory, which were deemed important for carrying on the war. 
Night had scarcely closed around them, however, when Osceola and 
his followers arrived from Fort King, bringing intelligence of the 
death of Thompson and Lieutenant Smith, together with the sutler 
and his two clerks. There, too, was Louis, the guide to Dade's 
command. He was now free 1 He engaged in conversation with 
bis sable friends. Well knowing the time and place at which the 
attack was to be made, he had professed necessity for {^topping by 

(1) TldA Statement of Tastenuggee, a Seminole Chief, who wai prceent, and whott M 
count of this massacre is givmn in Sprague's History of the Florida War. 
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Ibe way-§ido before entering tbe defile ; thus separating himself from 
the troops and from danger. Soon as the first 'fire showed him the 
precise ^>osition of his friends, he joined them ; and swearing eter- 
nal hostility to all who enslave their fellow men, lent his own eflR)rts 
in carrying forward the work of death, until the last individual of 
that doomed regiment sunk beneath their tomahawks. 

The massacre of the unfortunate Dade and his companions, and 
tbe murder of Thompson and his friends, at Fort King, occurred 
on tbe same day, and constituted the opening scenes of the second 
Seminole War. 

1 fti.7 1 ^® bespeak the indulgence of the reader, while we di- 
gress from the chronological narration of events which fol- 
k>wed consecutively upon this opening of the second Seminole War, 
in order to give a short sketch of some incidents which occurred in 
Congress, and were connected with the employment of Louis, and 
bis subsequent service with tbe enemy. 

Twelve years after the massacre of Dade's command, Antonio 
Pacheco presented his petition to Congress, setting forth that he had 
been the owner of a valuable slave named Louis ; that he hired him 
as guide to Major Dade to conduct his command from "Fort 
Brooke " to " Fort King ;" that at the tune of Dade's defeat, Lotus 
had been captured hy the Indians, and by them had been subse- 
quently surrendered to Major General Jessup, and by that officer 
sent to the Indian country, west of the Mississippi, whereby he 
became lost to his owner, who, therefore, prayed Congress to grant 
him full indemnity for his loss. 

Among the proofe accompanying this petition was a letter from 
General Jessup, setting forth that, after Louis had been employed 
to act as guide, he had kept up a correspondence with the "Semi- 
nole negroes," infcHrming them of the intended march of Major 
Dade, etc. He also represented Louis as a man of extraordinary 
inteUect and learning, declaring that he regarded him as a danger* 
om man ; that he would have had him tried and hanged, instead of 
sending him West, if he had found leisure to attend to it ; that 
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from prudential motiFes he had sent him to the Indian ooimtry ; and 
stated that he was worth a ^usand dollan. 

The ease was most interesting in its eharaoter. Loan was proba- 
bly the most dangerous enemy of the United States at that tone in 
Florida. With his intelligence, he most have felt an invetMnie 
hostility to the Government and the people, who robbed him of his 
most saored right to liberty. Probably his former master and fiutt- 
ily were in greater danger from his vengeance thtm any other per- 
sons. He had surrendered ta General Jessup as prisoner of war 
with arms in his hands ; had been treated — very properly treated-— 
as a prisoner of war : therefore, the master called on the pe^e of 
the nation to pay him a thousand dollars for protecting him, hm 
&mily, friends and nation from the fury of his own slave ; aad 
General Jessup and many Northern Bepresentatives exerted tbrar 
personal and political influence to sustain the claim. 

Hie petition and accompanying papers were reforred to the eom- 
mittee on Military Aflyrs, a majority of whom were known to be 
£ivorablo to ^ interests of slavery. At the h^d of it was ihd 
Hon. Armii^ied Burt, of South Carolina, a man of intdltgenoe aad 
influence. He appeared devoted to the interests of the ^' peouliar 
institution." 

1 5UR 1 Having examined the case, he presented it to the co»- 
sideration of the committee, and a majority at onoe agreed 
to sustain a bill giving to the owner a fair oompensaticm for the 
loss of his slave. The Chairman agreed to draw up a report su»- 
tuning the bill, and present it to the committee the next mmrning. 

Hon. John Dickey, of Beaver County, Pennsylvania, now do- 
eeased, was also a member of the committee. He boarded at ihe 
flame house with the author of this narrative. While at tea thai 
evening, Mr. Dbkey remarked, that his committee were about to 
report a bill to pay for this slave, and said, if he were faniHar with 
the subject, he would draw up a min<»rity report agiunst the bill. 
A gentleman sitting at Uie table remarked, that oth^ gentlemen, 
who were familiar with the sulject, would doobdess foel wiUing to 
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I^d him any aid in their power. All however agreed, that ^oi 
evening was too short a time to draw up a suitable report on so 
important a question ; yet it was known that slaveholders controlled 
tixe action of the House, and they showed no courtesy to thoee 
opposed to the " peculiar institution," and would of course grant no 
time to draw up a minority report. After tea, Mr. Dickey and 
another gentleman retired to a room by themselves, and before sun* 
rise the next morning, had completed the report, which now appears 
among the House Documents, Thirtieth Congress, first sessbn, 
numbered 187, filling sixteen heavy octavo pages of printed matt^. 
At ten o'clock the committee met, and, having listened to the report 
of theur Chairman, they were called on to hear that of Mr. Dickejr, 
which took distinct and unmistakable grounds against the right of 
men to hold their fellow-beings as property, under the Federal 
Constitution. This case furnishes the first instance in which the 
records of the nation show a minority repor|i from any committee 
against slavery. Mr. Dickey, having taken his position, stood 
firmly upon the doctrines he had avowed in his report ; and ike 
other members of the committee took their choice between the report 
of Mr. Burt and that of Mr. Dickey. 

General Dudley Marvin, of New York, General James Wilson, 
of New Hampshire, and Hon. David Fisher, of Ohio, signed the 
report of Mr. Dickey ; while the four Democratic members, all of 
whom resided in ihe slave States, signed that of Mr. Burt. So fiir 
as the committee were concerned, the five Democratic members 
assumed the position now occupied by that party, to wit, that under 
our Federal Constitution, man may hold, sell and transfer human 
beings as property; while the four Whig members based their 
action upon the doctrine now occupied by the Republican party— ^ 
that, under our Federal Constitution, men cannot be transformed 
into brutes ; nor can one man hold ptoperty in another. 

The reports of the majority and minority were printed, and at- 
tracted attention among the members ; but the bill did not come «p 
for ^scussion until the next session. On the twenty-third of the 
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bUowing Ddoember, the coramitted of the whole House, in passbg 
through its calendar of private claims, reached this case. Mr. 
Bidcey led off in a short, hut well-arranged argument, sustaining his 
report. His remarks were so well directed and so pertinent, that, 
near the close of his speech, Mr. Burt called him to order, for 
di9cu$9%ng the tubf^ct of $lavery* Upon the conclusion of Mr. 
Dickey's remarks. General Wilson of New Hampshire obtained 
^ floor, and the House adjourned. 

The bill did not come up again for discussion until the twenty- 
ninth. Before going into committee on that day, Mr. Bockwell, of 
Connecticut, Chairman of the committee on Claims, offered a reso- 
lation dosing debate on this bill at half-past one o'clock, allowing 
but one hour and a quarter for the discussion of this important 
question, which now agitates the whole Union ; but it was regarded 
at that time as meritorious in any member to prevent agitation of 
the subject of slavery, and the resolution passed with little opposi- 
tion. When the House resolved itself into committee of the whole, 
Mr. Wilson, of New Hampshire, delivered his views, sustaining the 
rejport of the minority of the committee ; making the question dis- 
tinctly to depend upon the right of men to hold property in men, 
under the Federal Constitution. 

' Mr. Brown, of Mississippi, followed in a few remarks, taking 
strong ground in favor of the principle, that slaves are property, 
to the same eitent that horses and cattle are property. Mr. Cabel, 
of Florida, followed in a few words to the same point. Here the 
time for closing the debate arrived ; but Mr. Burt, having reported 
the ImU, held the right to speak one hour, under the rules, in reply 
to those who opposed its passage. He had evidently expected the 
Mil would pass widiout serious opposition, and had become some- 
whait excited by the diffioulties with which he had to contend ; con- 
fident however <^ final success, he at once declared the only question 
to be, that of property in human flesh. Many Northern men were 
unwilling to meet diis bald question. Mr. Collamer, of Yermont, 
interrupted Mr. Burt, inquiring, if there were aot other qoaitioiii 
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of law isTobed? Bcort r^Ked, with some d^prae <£ wnogmoB^ 
that he would ^ leave no other loop-hole for gendemeA to esoife.'^ 
This saperoilioos bearing of Mr. Burt greadj delighted some N<»rtll« 
em members, while it appeared greatly to embarrass odiers; hnk 
his speech was the last, and, there being no opportonitj for replj, 
every thing gave promise of a triumphant viotcKcy to the slave* 
holders. 

After the conclusion of this speech, the vote was taken in oom* 
mittee, where no record was kept, and stood for the bill seventjf, 
s^inst it fart^our — the majority being even greats ihan the 
slaveholders expected. The bill was then reported to the House, 
and Mr. Crowell, of Ohio, moved to lay it on the table, and called 
for the yeas and nays; and the recorded vote stood, ayes #txf^«a:, 
noes eighty-Jive — being a majority of nineteen in favor of the 
ckum. The bill was then ordered to a third reading withcmfe 
division. 

Soon as this result was announced, the AuthcHr moved a recon* 
sideration of thb vote. The recczisideration being a pivilegedL 
question, he held the floor, and was proceeding to deliver his 
views, but gave way for an adjournment. 
1 »1Q 1 ^^ ^^ ^^^^ ^^ January, the bill again oione up in &• 
regular (oder of business, and Mr. Qiddings concluded 
hia remarks. He endeavored to meet the arrogimee of Mr. Burt, 
dearly and as fully as his abilities would permit He aeoepte^ 
the challenge thrown out by that member, thait he would leave no 
otibier loop-hole for gentlemen to escape, than by meeting the que»* 
tvm of property in human fiesh. To this pcmit he directed Us 
remarks, attemptbg to show the doctrine of Mr. Burt to be oj^posed 
to the Declaration of Independence, to the Ckmstitution of th# 
United States, to civilization, to iJta^ dictates of our common ho* 
manity.^ When he concluded his remarks, he witiidrew his mo&a 
to reconsider, in oider to test the sense of the Hoitte on the paisp 
agje of the bill, whidi wouU be the next i|ueByon in order. 
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A« Ao roll was called, and the votes i^toq, tfae result becaiM 
d<»ibtfttl, aiMl muoh interest was manifested in all parts of the halL 
The bill and discussbn had been thrust upon the House by 
slayehold^v : its whole merits were based upon the most yital prin* 
ciples of slavery. The question of property in human flesh, con- 
stitutes one of the essential elements of the institution, without 
which it could not survive one hour. The slave power had not for 
many years been defeated on any proposition touching slavery, 
and it appeared painful for those interested in that institution to 
have their influence doubted. 

The Clerk (a deputy) was engaged a long time in counting the 
votes, and ascertaining the result. He was a slaveholder^ and ap- 
peared perplexed ; some members, even before he made repeat of 
the vote, expressed doubts of hb accuracy. At length he passed 
his report to the Chair. The Speaker, Mr. Winthrop of Massa- 
chusetts, casting his eye upon the figures, rose from his seat, and 
announced the vote— ** ayes nitiety, noes eighty^net*^ and then re- 
marking that the rules of the House made it his duty to vote in all 
^ases when such vote would change the result, began to |^ve his 
reasons for the vote he was about to record, and as he proceeded it 
heeame evident that he was opposed to the biU. The Clerk then 
h«)ded him another paper, and the Speaker, after reading it, ra- 
nounced that the Ckrk had mistaken the vote, and without sayio^ 
more, announced — ''ayes ninety-<m€^ noes eighiy^ine,^^ and i»^ 
dared the biU"pBWi«i." 

The interest had now become intense in all parts of the hall* It 
was perfectly natural that men should be suspicious of the Cleik. 
lb. IHekey, in particular, had tdsen a deep interest in the question. 
He was sitting near the Author, and e^ressed freely the opinion, 
that the Clerk had reported the vote incorrectly. So strong was 
tUs belief that he went to the Clerk, and demanded a copy of the 
recced giving the ayes and noes. The Clerk promised to give il* 
SQOit^ Did^ey Wttted a short tirae» and renewed his call oa the 
CSiodc^ wbo aipun peonuaed. Diok^g afi;er waitmg a proper tioM^ 
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went to the Clerk's table, and took the record of yeas and nays, 
and brought it to the seat of the Author, and requested hifl 
assistance in counting the vote. They eonnted and re«counted 
several times, but were unable to make the vote other than 
** eighty-nine ayes, and eighty^ine noes " — showing a tie vote , 
which^ without the Speaker's vote, would have defeated the bill. 
Dickey returned the record to the Clerk, and then called the atten- 
tion of the House and the Speaker to the fact, that the Clerk had 
inaccurately reported the vote. The Speaker replied, if an error 
had occurred, the proper time to correct it would be the next morn- 
ing, on reading the Journal, when a motion to correct the entry 
would be in order, in preference to any other business. 

On looking over the list, it was subsequently discovered, that the 
vote of Hon. John W. Farrelly of Crawford county, Pennsylvania, 
was not recorded. This added intensity to the interest already felt 
on the subject. 

The next meeting of the House was on Monday, when the 
Speaker recited the facts as they occurred on Saturday, and de- 
clared that, on a more careful examination, it was found that i^% 
vote stood — **ayes eiyhty-nme, noes eighty-nine,*' 

Mr. Farelly inquired, if his vote was recorded ? The Speaker 
informed htm it was not, but that it was his right to have it record- 
ed, if he had actually voted on the passage of the bill. That gen* 
tleman declared that he had voted no, on the passage of the bill, 
and the vote being recorded, the Speaker declared the result to be 
**aye9 eighty-nine, noes ninety," and then announced the bill 

**l08t/" 

The friends of freedom were greatly cheered, from the considera* 
tion, that party ties had not been strong enough to contax>I members 
on this important vote. Of the twenty-one members from Ohio, 
only Mr. Ritehey of Perry, Mr. Cummins of Tuscarawas, and Mr. 
Taylor of Boss, voted with the slaveholders ; while such Democrats 
as Messrs. Faran, Fries, Kennon, Lamb, Miller, Morris, Sawyet 
attd Starkweather voted against the doctrine that mea and women* 



THX IZIL18 Of nOBIBI:. 118 

^aJ be held and treated as property. Indeed, there were bat finr 
BepreseatatiYes from tho free States willing to leoognize that do»> 
trino. No member from New Hampshire, Massaohaaettii, Bhode 
I^and, Connecticut, Vermont, Michigan, Wisconsin or Iowa TOted 
for it. From Maine, Messrs. Clapp, Clarke and Williams ; from 
New York, Messrs. Birdsal, McClay, Murphy, Necoll and Tall- 
madge; from Pennsylvania, Messrs. Brady, Bridges, Brodhead, 
Charles Brown, C. J. Ingersol, Levin and Job Mann ; from Indir 
ana, Messrs. Dunn, R. W. Thompson and Wick ; and from Illi- 
nois, Messrs. McClemand and Richardson voted to pay Pachece 
a thousand dollars, because Greneral Jessup sent a most dangerous 
enemy out of Florida. 

Mr. Burt, and the friends of slavery generally, appeared irritated 
by defeat. They had driven their Northern allies to revolt. The 
more they reflected upon the subject, the more important the issue 
appeared. They had caused great agitation, while professing to 
deprecate all discussion in regard to slavery. If slaves were not 
propertff under the Federal Constitution, they must be regarded as 
persons. If the civilized world looked upon them as persons, those 
who held them in bondage must of course be considered as oppres- 
aors of mankind, and oould have no claim to the title of Demoerats 
or of Christians. In every point of view, the result appeared dis- 
astrous to the slave power. 

It was under these circumstances, that the Hon. William Sawyer 
of Ohio, was induced to move a reconsideration of the vote by 
which the bill was lost. From the fact that none but those voting 
in the negative could by the rules of the House move a reconsidera- 
tion, and that he subsequently voted against his own motion, it is 
probable he made it from personal kindness to those who supported 
the bill. On this motion, a long discussion subsequently arose, 
which did not terminate until the nineteenth of January, when the 
motion to reconsider prevailed, and on the final passage of the bill 
the vote stood — ayes 101, noes 95. So the bill was passed by the 
House of Representatives, and the struggle in that body terminated. 
9 
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Bat IHe bifi was nerver hrought up ht discusnon m Che Semli, 
«dA tbe claim was never more moved in eitlier House of Congress. 
'B» qnesUcHi of fvopertj in human flesh, however, eontinuod to be 
disoussed bj the people, and in Congress, until it has beeome one 
of &e great issues on which political parties npw base their action. 

Non.— The life of thii slaye Louie is perhaps the most romantic of any man now living. 
Bom and reared a slaye, h^ found means to cultiyate his intellect — was fond of reading ; 
•nd while gentlemen in the House of Representatiyes were engaged in discossiog the Talue 
of bis hones and sinews, he could probably speak and write more languages with ease and 
ikdlity than any member of that body. In revenge for the oppression to which he was 
■ubjeeted, he concdved the purpose of socnficing a regiment of white men, who were en 
f^ged in the support of tiav^ry. This object effected, he asserted his own natoral right to 
freedom, joined his brethren, and made bloody war upon the enemies of liberty. For two 
years, he was the steady companion of Coacoochee, or, as he was afterwads called, " Wild 
€at,'> who subsequently became the most warlike chief in Florida. They traversed Hxb 
tmtmta Ot that territory together, wading through swamps and everglades, sloping their 
way through hommocks, and gliding over prairies. They bivouacked together ; suffered 
heat and cold, hunger and thirst, together. For two years, they stood shoulder to shoulder 
Ib every battle ; shared tiieir victories and defeats together ; and when General Jessup had 
pledgad the fidth of the nation that all Indians who would surrender should be protected 
in the enjoyment of their slaves, Wild Cat appeared at head quarters, followed by Louis, 
Whom he claimed as his property j under slaveholding law, as he said he had captured him 
«i the thne of Dade^s defeat The ruse took. General Jessup, being a davehdder, and 
believing that slaves, Uke horses and cattle, were the subjects of capture, immediately sent 
Louis with other black warriors to Fort Pike, near New Orleans, and thence with the first 
maignl^g IHurty of Semiaoles to the western country, wliere he was three years sabs*- 
goiantly joined by Coacoochee, and ttiese friends, again united, became intioute, diarkif 
together the fortunes which awaited them, of which we shall speak in due time. 



CHAPTER VIII. 

HOSTILITIES CONTINUED. 

The JLUies in their Gamp— News of Qeneral Clinch's adyanee—Two hundred men tol* 
ameer to meet him — His force — Tlie Allies await his approach in ambush — He eroeset 
the rirer in another plfice — They attactc him— The battle — His intrepidity saves his 
army — The loss of the Allies — The loss of General Clinch — Escape of Florida slaves — 
Their blood-thirsty conduct — Families murdered— Dwellings burned — Inbabitanii 
• flee to Tillages — Their suffering — Effects of the War — General Jackson — Members of 
Congress— General Cass — His views and policy — Orders General Scott to Florida— 
General G^nes moves upon Florida with his Brigade — Reaches the scene of Dade^ 
massacre— Buries the dead— Visits Fort King— While returning, is attacked- IM^ 
the Exile Chief— BHa character — The Allies surround General Gaines — His positkm — 
Is closely invested — Sends for assistance — Provisions fiiil — Unauthorized interference 
of CsBsar- Flag of Truce— General Clinch arrives, and fires upon the Allies— Thegrflei 
•* General Gaines returns to Fort Brooke— General CUnoh returns to Fort Draae. 

The night after the massacre of Dade and his companions 
waA spent in exaltation by the allies. Osceola and his friend* 
hxiught with them from the sutler's store yarions goods, witb 
which they decorated their persons; while the nnmeroos scalps 
taken fiom the heads of their enemies, were displayed as taroj^ies 
of ^otory« They had also found among the stores with whicb 
liajor Dade's party were provided, sufficient rum and whisky to 
intoxicate most of them, and their rejoicings and felicitations oon^ 
tinned, for hours, amid the darkness of night. 

It was a late hour in the morning when they awoke from the 
8teip<Nr occasioned by severe labors of the previous day, axxd the 
night's debauch. Before they had refreshed themselves witb &» 
Biorniiig's m^al, their scouts arrived, bringing intdligea^e Aal 

(115) V 
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troops were advancing towards the Withlacoochee, in pursuit of 
Indians and Exiles. General Clinch had been lying at Fort 
Drane. He clearly saw the evidence of approaching hostilities ; 
and, although wholly unconscious of the danger which had threat- 
ened Major Dade, bad felt it his duty to raise such forces as he 
could command, and advance into the Indian country as far as the 
Withlacoochee. He gathered about two hundred Regulars, from 
the 1st, 2d and 3d Artillery, and, with some four hundred Florida 
volunteers, under General C. K. Call, had nearly reached the 
Withlacoochee before the captors of Dade were informed of his 
approach. 

About two hundred ^arriors, fifly of whom were Exiles, volun* 
tcered to meet this army, of three times their own number, under 
the command of one of the most able and gallant officers at that 
time in the service of the United States. 

Osceola and Halpatter - Tustenuggeo commanded the allies. 
They hastened to the crossing of the Withlacoochee, and there lay 
awaiting the approach of General Clinch. Here the water was not 
more than two feet in depth, and they entertained no doubt that 
the advancing fcftces would seek this place for the purpose of ford- 
ing the stream. Here they waited until the morning of the thiiv 
iieth, when they learned that General Clinch, with his two hundred 
Regulars, had already passed the stream some two miles below. 
He had effected his passage by the aid of a bark canoe, which car- 
ried only eight men at a time. 

Having attained a position on the south side of the river with his 
Regulars, General Clinch was ready for battle ; although the four 
hundred volunteers were yet on the north side of the stream. The 
Indians and Exiles immediately engaged these veteran troops, 
although sustained by a heavy force of volunteers, who were yet 
on the opposite side of the river. At twelve o'clock, on the thir- 
tieth of December, the contending forces engaged, and a severe 
and deadly conflict followed. 

As Osceohi now for the first time engaged in buttle, he fell 
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aiudoas to distinguifih himself hj bis intrepidity. His voiee wa« 
heard on every part of the field, urging on his troops te deeds of 
daring. Undaunted by the shrill war-whoop, and the constant 
report of Indian rifles and the whistling balls around him, Greneral 
Clinch charged his enemy. The allies fell back, and he continu- 
ally advanced until he drove them from the thick hommock into the 
open forest. The gallant general coolly passed along the lines 
during the action encouraging his men, and stimulating them to 
effort by his presence and bravery. A ball passed through his cap 
and another through the sleeve of his coat, to which ho paid no 
attention, but continued to encourage his men. 

The Exiles also displayed unusual gallantry. Feelings" whidi 
had descended from father to son through several generations, 
had been recently inflamed to the highest degree of indignant 
hatred. Conscious that they were contending for their homos, 
their firesides, their families, their liberties, they fought with 
desperation, and their aim was fatal. Unfortunately, Osceola was 
wounded and disabled early in the contest, and it was said that 
the Indians did not exhibit that undaunted firmness on the field 
that was manifested by then: more dusky allies. They suffered 
less than our troops. T^o negroes and one Indian were killed, 
and three negroes and two Indians wounded — the loss of the Exiles 
being twice as great as that of the Indians, although they numbered 
but one-fourth of the allied force. 

The battle continued an hour and twenty minutes, Dui-ing this 
time, the regular tax)ops under Colonel Clinch were subjected to a 
brisk fii'e, and theur loss was severe. Eight men were killed and 
forty wounded, of whom about one- third died of their wounds. 
Several officers were also wounded. The militia consulted their 
own safety by refusing to expose themselves to the fire of the 
«nemy ; while the regular troops lost, in killed and wounded, 
\iearly one-fourth of their number. The allies drew off, leaving 
Colonel Clinch in possession of the field ; but the victory had be^ 
won at great expense of blood ; and the determined coolness and 
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pXlkntrj of the Teteran offieer who oomimioded our foroefl, nvei 
thorn from a total defeat. 

The blows thus far had Mien most heavily upon our own troops. 
It became evident, that the carrying out of General Ja(^son*8 pol- 
icy, of removing the Exiles and Indians from Florida, in order to 
encourage and sustain slavery, was to be attended with great sacri- 
fice of blood and troasure. but while the Government and people 
wero looking at these unexpected exhibitions of firmness and love 
of liberty, on the part of the allied forces, other scenes were pre- 
sented to their view. The fugitive slaves who had recently left 
their masters in Florida and joined the Exiles, were stimulated with 
that hatred which slavery alone can engender in the human breast 
They thirsted for revenge upon those who had held them in bond- 
age ; who had scourged and tortured them. They wero acquainted 
with the location of the small settlements throughout the Territory. 
Uniting with the moro daring spirits among the Indians and Exiles, 
they proceeded rapidly and stealthily from plantation to plantation, 
burning buildings, destroying property, and scattering devastation 
throughout the border settlements ; at times murdering whole famir 
lies, killing and scalping such individuals as fell in their way. 

Men who had urged on the war with the hope of seizing and 
enslav.'ng the maroons of the interior, now saw their own plantations 
laid waste, and in froquent instances mourned the loss of wives and 
childron, instead of rejoicing over capturod slaves, whom they had 
intended to acquire by piratical force. Farms, and the smaller 
villages on the frontier, wero abandoned to the enemy ; and the 
inhabitants fled to the larger villages, where they banded together 
for mutual defense. The citizens of Florida who had petitioned 
General Jackson for the forcible removal of the Indians, because 
they failed to capture and return slaves, were now compelled to 
flee, with their families, before the infuriated servants who had left 
them subsequently to the signing of that petition. Driven from 
their homes — their property destroyed, their s^ryants fled — many 
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ftmiHes, wiio bat a Ibw montks previously bad baoQ regardtd i^ 
wealthy, were now suflfering ^m the want of bread.^ 

Tbo whole seene was calcolated to iropross statesmen and pooph 
with tbat religions philosophy whksh teaches, that OYery violalien 
of jas^ce or of moral principle, is, by the immutable law of the 
Creator, inseparably conpecied with an appropriate penalty. Alt 
that the Exiles or Indians bad over askod or desired of the Ameri* 
can Government, was to leave them to themselves ; to permit tiiam 
to remain as they were, as they had been for many generations. 

The war on our part had not been commenced for the attainmei^ 
of any high or noble purpose. No desire to elevate mankind, or 
confer benefits upon our race, had guided our national poli^ in 
commencing the war. Our national influence and military power 
bad been put forth to reenslave our fellow men ; to transform b»- 
mortal beings into chattels, and make them the property of slave- 
holders ; to oppose the rights of human nature ; and the legitimate 
firuits of this policy were gathered in a plentiful barvest of ia\m% 
bloodshed and individual suflfering. 

The great body of the people were ignorant as to the real oattMB 
of the war. General Jackson had been popular as a military ofiiew, 
and was not less so as President of the United States. * With lus 
political friends his will was law. The opposing political party ware 
comparatively few in numbers. They feared bis power ; and no 
member of either Senate or House of Eepresentatives appeared 
willing to expose the great moral crimes which thb Government was 
committing against humanity. Hence Congress granted whatever 
supplies were demanded for carrying on this piratical war, and ena^ 
bling the President to slay those who refused to be enslaved. 

General Cass, a statesman with whose character the present gene- 
ration is familiar, was Secretary of ,War. On him devolved ^ 
duty of controlling the movements of the army. Unfortunately for 
him and for mankind, he appears to have regarded moral and pol^ 

(1) Spragne*! History of th* W«r. 
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oA didses as sepaiide and distinct in iheir diaraeter. Heeyideni^ 
believed that no moral torpitade was attached to movements of tha 
army, and the outrages committed upon the Indians and Exiles, in 
order to compel them to emigrate to the western country. He oiv 
1 QQA 1 ^^ Major General Scott to the field, as Commanding 
General of the army in Florida (Jan. 20), with authority 
to eall on the Governors of South Carolina, Geor^a and Alabama for 
aaeh troops as he should deem necessary. General Eustis, com- 
manding at Charleston, South Carolina, was directed to repair at 
onoe to Florida with such forces as were stationed in that city and 
Savannah, and to accept the services of such number of volunteers 
as he might deem necessary under the circumstances. 

Major General Gaines, commanding the western militaiy depart- 
ment, holding his head quarters at New Orleans, hearing of the sad 
fid» of Major Dade and his regiment, embarked at once with a 
brigade of eleven hundred men, and reached '' Fort Brooke ** on 
Ae tenth of January. On the thirteenth, he took up his line of 
march for " Fort King," and on the nineteenth, encamped upon 
the same ground which Major Dade had occupied on the night of 
the twenty-seventh of December. The next day they took possea- 
sion of the field of massacre, and buried the bodies of those who 
had fidlen in that unfortunate conflict. He then proceeded to Fprt 
King, where he arrived on the twenty-second. Leaving Fort King 
on ^e twenty-fiflbh, he took a more westerly route back toward Fort 
Brooke 

On the twenty-seventh, as he was seeking a place at which to 
cross the Withlacoochee, the allied forces opened a fire upon his ad- 
vanced guard from the opposite bank. The firing increased as other 
forces were brought into action, and continued for more than two 
hours, ceasing with the nightfall. 

There were resident at difl^rent points upon the Withlacoochce 
many families of Exiles. Their commander was named ** Ino," of 
whom General Jessup speaks in respectful terms. He is said to 
have been their principal counselor, and one of the most important 
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cluefs among the Exiles. He, and such of his men as could be 
collected, hastily joined the allied forces already in the field, and 
shared in the dangers of that and of several following days. Both 
parties bivouacked upon the field, on the different sides of the river, 
and at daylight the next morning every man had his arms in readi- 
ness for renewing the conflict. 

At sunrise, General Gaines moved down the river three miles, 
where he expected to find a suitable ford ; but on reaching it, the 
Indians and Exiles opened a brisk fire upon his men. Lieutenant 
Izard of the dragoons, endeavoring to rally his men to ascertain the 
possibility of fording the stream, fell by a shot from the oj^poske 
bank. 

Finding it impossible to ford the river, attempts were made to 
construct rafts ; but the fire upon the men employed was so galling 
that they were ordered back out of the range of the enemies' shot. 
During these movements, the Exiles, understanding Uie English 
language, kept up a conversation with the whites on the opposite 
side of the river, and tauntingly defied them. General Gaines waa 
too well acquainted with the Indian mode of warfare to attempt a 
retreat, under the circumstances with which he was surrounded* 
He at once dispatched an express to General Clinch, who was at 
Fort Drane, directing that ofiicer to repair as soon as possible to 
his relief with such troops as he could at the moment bring wiA 
him. General Gaines soon after retired with his forces into a pine 
barren, half a mile from the river, threw up a breastwork of logs 
for the protection of his men, and awaited reintbrcements. 

The allied forces were estimated by General Gaines at fifteen 
hundred, though subsequent reports show they did not exceed five 
hundred Indians and two hundred negroes* He was immediately 
invested in his fortified camp, but he coolly awaited the arrival of 
General Clinch. As the enemy crossed the river in large forces, 
and became more bold in their advances toward the breastworic, 
their fire became more annoying. In a few days his provisioBi 
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vera i^ariy exhauslecl, and bis men appeared to feel anaafe, and 
expressed solicitude for the arrival of General Clinch. 

On the first of February, the allied forces made a vigorous at- 
tack upon the fortified camp, but they were repulsed after an hour 
of steady firing. On this day, General Gaines directed all the com 
in the camp to be collected and dealt out to the men in equal quan- 
tities. It gave to each one pint. ' On the third, they commenced 
killing horses, and appropriating the flesh to sustain the lives of the 
men. The fire of the allied forces was kept up on the fourth and 
fifth, while the troops had nothing but horse flesh for food, and no 
tidings had yet arrived from General Clinch. At this time great 
enthusiasm prevailed among the allies. Their women were at the 
oamp, a mile distant, casting balls, cooking food for the men, and 
doing what they could to cheer them on to victory, which they began 
to regard as almost certain. In the meantime, the situation of 
General Ghiines and his army was constantly becoming more crit^ 
laftl. His troops were depressed with a sense of their situation ; 
while the allies were becoming hourly more enthusiastic. They had 
destroyed Dado's regiment ; had maintained a severe battle with 
General Clinch in the open forest. They knew their power, and 
that any attempt to retreat from them would be fatal ; while it would 
be impossible for our troops to remain much longer in camp, as their 
stook of horses must soon fail. 

Twenty-one years had passed since General Gaines transmit- 
ted a letter to the War Department, giving the first official notice 
that the Exiles were collecting at ** Blount's Fort " He then de- 
spised the friendless people who were seeking liberty. He had 
himself detailed Colonel Clinch and the regiment under his com- 
mand, attended by Creek Indians, with General Jackson's orders 
**/o destroy the fort, and return the slaves to their rightful 
owners,^* He then called the Exiles "outlaws," supposed them 
incapable of takibg care of themselves, even if in fiill possession of 
tlieir liberty. But he and his gallant army were now surrounded 
by them and their friends, who were killing his men whenever they 



exposed themselves to vieir. Ob tbe fifth of Maxell, be bid kit 
four ttien killed and thirty wounded. 

A cuxiumstance occurred on the night of the fifth of February, 
which has never been fullj explained. About ten o'clock in the 
evening, John Csesar, one of the Exiles residing at Micanopj, an 
old man and somewhat of a privileged character among both Indians 
and Exiles, advanced in the darkness near the camp of Genend 
Guines, and hailed the nearest sentinel on duty. Speaking in good 
English, the sentinel supposed him a messeng<Hr from General Clineb; 
but, on learning his true character, he was inquired of as to hia ob- 
ject, fie declared that the allies were tired of fighting, and wished 
to come in and shako hands with General Gaines and his men. He 
was told to come in the morning with a white flag. 

CsBsar returned to the allied camp and reported his oonversailon. 
He had spoken to our troops as if authorized, while all the chiefii 
and head-men denied his authority, and many were for infiid^g 
upon him the penalty of immediate death for this unauthorizdd 
act. Osceola, now raised to the dignity of a chief, interposed to 
save him. He had headed the party who put to death Charley 
E. Mathler, a brother chief, for consenting to go West, and with 
his own hands had scattered the gold found on his person, declar- 
ing it to be '' the price of the red nan's blood : " While now a 
black man, one of their '' allies," had committed a far greater 
impropriety, he interposed to save him. All agreed that their 
honor had been pledged, although Caesar had no authority for bb 
oonduct.i 

The next day some of their warriors left in disgust, after it had 
been determined to send in a flag of truce, according to Caasar's 
agreement. But those who remained to carry out the arrangement, 
formed at twelve o'clock into line, some forty rods in the rear (^ 
General Gaines's camp. Three of their number, gaily dressed, 

(1) Otoeola, though a fleroe and gallant warrior, tntertaised high notions of honor ; and, 
although a farage, ho waa ponctUioiu on those points, and iinallj ftU a Tictim to tht 
tteaoharj of those calling themsriTM ehilized mm. 
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idvanoed with a wliite flag. Adjutant Barrow of the Louisiana 
Volunteers, met them. Osceola told him that he desired a talk 
with General Gbdnes. 

While these arrangements were going forward, General Clinch 
arrived in sight of the Indians, on his way to relieve General 
Gaines. Seeing the enemy thus drawn up, facing the camp, he at 
once deployed his column, and opened a fire upon them. The allies 
supposing themselves to have been betrayed fled precipitately, and 
ttie forces under General Clinch united with those under General 
Gaines. 

It is said that up to the time the allies received the fire of Gen- 
eral Glinoh, they had not lost a man. That fire killed t?ro Indians 
and one negro, and wounded five others. 

One of the Exiles, residing upon the Withlacoochee, who, after 
the compact with General Jessup in 1838, surrendered, with others, 
and emigrated West, stated that he assisted Osceola in counting the 
sticks handed in by each warrior engaged in this affiur, and there 
were seven hundred present ; and another bunch of sticks numbeiv 
ing one hundred had been sent by a party who expected to reach 
the scene of action the next day, when a general and determined 
attack was to have been made. But their forces disbanded upon 
the arrival of General Clinch, and they separated to their different 
homes. 

The officers under General Gaines charged the allies with bad 
£siith, intending to massacre them under pretense of treating with 
them ; while the allies charged our troops with a treacherous effi>rt 
to shoot them while their flag of truce was floating over them, and 
they engaged in peaceful negotiation. 

General Gaines proceeded to Fort Brooke, and thence returned 
to New Orleans ; while General Clinch conducted his troops back 
to Fort Drane. 



CHAPTEE IX. 

HOSTILmES CONTINUED. 

General disappointment in regaai to the continuance of the War — Its Diffleultiefl ->- feel- 
ings <rf the PeoplB of norida— Letter of their Delegate in Congress » Letter of Graeral 
Jessup to V. P. Bli^ — President Jackson's order in regard to it — Secretary of War or- 
ders General Scott to Washington, and General Jessnp to take command — General CaU 
in temporary command of the Army— Court of Inquhy— Osceola attaelcs Bflcanopy— 
lf^J9r HeOman's gallant Dofinise ~ General Jessup meets General Call at Tatahflsso —Be? 
fuses to assume Command — Major Pearce's Expedition to Fort Drane — Meets Osceola 
with an eqnal force — Sorere Contest — Major Pearce retires to Micanopy— • General Jes- 
■np^s contract irlth'Cre^» — Its Character — Resumes barbarous practfce ci Enslarini; 
Prisoners — General Call's Expedition to Wlthlacoochee — Its Failure — Further attempt! 
to destroy Stores on that Rirer— Armstrong's Battle— Another serere Battle — Another 
Expedition to Wlthlacoochee— lU FaUnre— Skill and Valor of the BxUet and Indiant 
—Loss of Creeks— They become Disheartened. 

• When General Scott took command of the army in Florida, the 
Administration and the country confidently expected that he would 
bring the war to an immediate close. There was but little known 
cf the combined strength, or the determined purpose, g( the Semi- 
noles and Exiles. They were regarded as few in number, and were 
sappoBed to be fighting without any very definite purpose. The 
difficulties of collecting an army in that territory, procuring supplies 
and arran^g a campiugn, were great ; and the most effective mode 
for penetrating the strongholds of the allied fofoes oould only be 
ascertained by experience. 
The inhabitants of Florida had urged on the war. liiey held 
• (MB) 
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their enemy in great contempt. Thejwere stayeholders, aocos* 
tomed to look upon the negro as an inferior being, poesessed of yery 
limited reasoning powers, and devoid of the nobler sentiments which 
adorn the bmnan character. They do not appear to have supposed 
the African capable of noble aspirations, or of manly effort. They 
were also accustomed to look upon the Indians with about the same 
degree of contempt. Begarding the war as commenced and prose- 
cuted for their own benefit, they felt authorized in some degree to 
dictate the manner in which it should be conducted. 

General Scott, bred to the profession of arms, and conscious of 
that self-respect which was due to an officer of his rank, paid but 
little attention to their attempts at interference with his official du- 
ties. This was regarded as offensive, and the delegate in Congress 
from that Territory demanded his withdrawal from the command. 

General Jessup, at that time in command of the army in Georgia, 
operating against the Creek Indians, in order to compel them to 
emigrate West, also wrote a letter (June 20^, addressed to a pri- 
vate citizen of Washington City,* criticising General Scott's policy. 
This letter was placed in the hands of President Jackson, who, 
after reading it, indorsed upon it as follows : 

" Referred to the Secretary of War, that he forthwith order Gen- 
" era] Scott to this place, in order that an inquiry may be had into 
" the unaccountable delays in prosecuting the Creek war, and the, 
" failure of the campaign in Florida. Let General Jessup assume 
" the command.^ A. J." 

It is very evident that General Jackson, when speaking of the 
'* uaaceountaNe delates " of a few months, had little ezpeotatioQ tha* 
under the diveotion of his most favorite officer the war would con- 
tiiiae during his life, and that he would leave another generation 
kiv<dved in hostilities, for the purpose of enslaving persons whom 
he had oidered to be "retimied to theur masters " twenty yean {«^ 

a) Vnndf P. Bl»ir, who it yet Uviog^ (1868.) 

(8) Vide Xz. Doe., 2d SeM. XXVth Coogreis, No. 78, iMfie668-8i 
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imudy. But it is also apparent that mitber the Pimdent, b« 
Congress, nor the officers <ji the arm j, had any jnst oonoepttons of 
akai love of liberty which nerved the Exiles to efibrt, and s^n^ 
hted them to eneonnter every hardship and privation, and snflfering 
and danger, rather than be delivered over to degrading bondage. 

Congress, participating in the general astom^ment at the £ulare 
of our arms to conquer a handful of Indians and negroes, adopted 
a resolution, calling on the President for information touching that 
subject. In answer to this resolution. General Cass, Secretary of 
War, transmitted voluminous papers to Congress, which may be 
Ibund in the Executive Documents of the second session. Twenty* 
fourth Congress, from which much of our information is derived. 

The Secretary of War issued the order for General Scott to retire, 
and another for General Jessup to assume the command. 

A court of inquiry was duly convened for the purpose of aeoer* 
taining the cause of delay under General Scott. ^ 

Several months now passed without any important incident 
to mark the progress of hostilities. As the summer approached 
and the sickly season commenced. General Scott left Florida, and 
the command of the army, for the time, devolved on General C. 
K. Call. The allied forces seemed to have retired to the interior, 
* and were supposed to be engaged in raising com and other jnovis- 
ions, for their support during the coming winter, and all appeared 
quiet. 

Osceola, after the death of Thompson at Fort King, bad become 
a master-spirit among the Seminoles. He had conducted bravely 
during tiie battle with General Clinch, and equally so in the sev* 
end conflicts with General Gaines, and had been raised to the 
dignity of a chief. He now conceived, and executed, one of the 
boldest movements ever made by savages against a fortified post 
manned by regular troops. 

On the ninth <^ June, with three hundred warriors, some axtj 

(1) His Tindtesflon bcfort the conrt wu triami^iant, and be waa honorabl/ aeqnittad 
iwaUttOMM. 
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of whom were nogroeg, he attacked the stockade at Mieaoopj, gap* 
rkK>ned by an eqnal force of disoiplmed troops, under ^ command 
of Major Heilman. The assault was maintained with determine 
obstinacy for an hour and a half, the assailants boldly facing Um 
artillery, which was brought to bear upon them; and when they 
left the scene of action, they carried away their dead and wounded. 

Although this attack proved unsuccessful, it gave the country to 
understand, in some degree, the character of the enemy with whom 
our Government was contending. 

Major Heilman, in his report, regrets the severe wound of Capt 
Lee ; but says nothing of his other loss, or that of the allies, either 
in killed or wounded. He himself died soon after, from excessive 
fiitigue during the action. 

Soon after this attack the allies became again active, making 
then* appearance at various pomts on the frontier, again spreading 
devastation wherever they went. 

Major General Jessup continued in Georgia, engaged in construn 
ing ^e Creeks to emigrate. In this he was very successful, and 
for that reason was ordered to take command of the army in Florida. 
With this view he repaired to Tallahasse, where he met General 
Call, who laid before him a plan, which he had conceived, for an 
expedition to Withlacoochee. General Jessup, not having received 
his instructions for prosecuting the campaign, refused to assume the 
command at that time, leaving General Call to carry out his con- 
templated movement. 

General Clinch owned a plantation some twenty miles north* 
westerly of Fort King. During the early part of the season he 
had encamped there with his troops, and planted sugar-cane, and 
other crops ; and, being occupied as a military post, he gave it the 
name of " Fort Drane." 

In consequence of the constant depredations committed by the 
enemy, he was directed to fall back to an Indian town called 
"Micanopy," which thereby became an outpost. He leffc Fort^ 
Brane in July, when his crops were growing luxuriantly; aad 
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Osceola, being in the yieinity with about a hundred followers, con- 
sisting of Indians and Exiles, took possession of this plantation, 
and occupied it with apparent pride, at having driven its veteran 
owner back farther towards the settlements. 

On the twelfth of August, Major Pearce, being in command at 
Hicanopy, left that station, with one piece of artillery and one hun- 
dred and ten regular troops, for the purpose of attacking the allies 
at Fort Drane. He reached the plantation, situated eight miles 
from Micanopy, at sunrise, and commenced the attack. Osceola 
imd his followers fell back to a hommock, where they made a stand. 
The number of men engaged were about equal ; Major Pearco and 
Osoeola were known as gallant warriors ; of course, the battle was 
warm and well contested. 

After an engagement of an hour and a quarter. Major Pearce 
fell back ; and the allied forces showing no disposition to follow him 
into tho open fields, he retreated to Micanopy, leaving them in 
possession of the field of battle. Major Pearce's loss was reported 
to be one killed and sixteen wounded. 

Before leaving Alabama, John A. Campbell, aid to Gleneral 
Jessup, acting under direction of that officer, entered into a written 
contract with certain Creek chiefs and warriors. Being somewhat 
extraordinary in its character, and rendered still more so by the 
construction given to it by the Administration and the Indians, it 
is deemed worthy of being inserted. The following is the language 
of the instrument : 

" The State of Alabama, Tallapoosa County. 

"This contract, entered into between the United States of 
** America on the first part, and the Creek tribe of Indians on the 
"other part, Witnesseth: That' upon the consideration hereafter 
** mentioned, the party of the first part agrees to advance to the 
*' party of the second part the sum of thirty-one thousand nine hun- 
" dred dollars, to be applied to the payment of the debts due by 
" the Creek Nation of Indiana. And the party of the second part 
10 
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** hereby coyenantSy and agrees to famish fifom' their tribe, the 
" number of from six hundred to one thousand men, for service 
** against the Seminoles, to be continued in service until the same 
" shall be conquered ; they to receive the pay and emoluments, 
** and equipments, of soldiers in the army of the United States, 
** and such plunder as tliey may take from the Seminoles J'^ 

** And the party of the second part releases, transfers and 
** assigns to the party of the first part, all their right, title, claim, 
** interest and demand in and to the annuity granted by the party 
•• of the first part to the party of the second part, for the ye^ 
•* 1837. In witness whereof, I, John A. Campbell, on the part 
'' of the United States, do hereby set my hand and affix my seal, 
« the 28th of August, 1836. ,,j^^ ^ campbbll, [l.8.] 

" In witness whereof, we, the Chiefs and Head-men of said 
** tribe, on the behalf of said Nation, do hereby set our hands and 
" afl&x our seals, the 28th of August, 1836. • 

"HYPOTHLB YOUOLA, his X mark, [l.8.1 
« LITTLE DOCTOR, his X mark, [L.ff.] 

'' TUCKABATCHEE MICO, his X mark, [l. 8,] 
" YELCO HAYO, his X mark, [L.8.] 

*'Afet«0t: Sdwakd Hawick, 
Babsmt Dubois." 

The real character of this contract will at once be seen when the 
reader shall be reminded, that the laws of the United States had, 
in the most specific manner, prescribed the amount to be paid each 
man who should enter the military service of the Government, 
and the manner and time of payment ; nor had there been any act 
passed enabling General Jessup, or the Secretary of War, or the 
President, to employ any other persons in the army except those 
enlisted in the ordinary mode ; yet this contract was duly approved 
by the War Department, at that time under the direction of Gen- 
eral Cass. That provision which gives to the Creek warriors such 
plunder as they might capture, has been denounced as ^* piratical ;^^ 
and we are constrained to admit there is some degree of propriety 
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'm i^ denaaeiatioQ, when we fiod tibat Gkhenl Jeasnip, bj ' 
ordcxB it was framed, and Qeeeral Cafis, Seorotary of War^ wbd 
approved it, and the Czeek Warriors tAo signed it, all nnderaftooA 
that the Crooks wer^ to hM oi slaves aU the negroes they vdyht 
capture, w^le engaged in the service of the United States. It 
was this construction which sobseqiientiy involved the War Depart- 
ment in difficulties, from which it has never been able to extricate 
itself. 

The barbarous practice of enslaving prisoners captured in war, 
had been repudiated by all Christian nations for more than two 
hundred years. The civilization of the sixteenth centoiy had 
broQght that atrocious practice into disrepute, whidi was now 
resorted to and renewed in the nineteenth, by this Amerieaa 
Eepublic^ so boastful of its refinement and Chrisdanity. WhiW 
the laws of the United States provided for an ignominious punish-^ 
ment of those who seize the stupid heathen of Africa and enslave 
them, our nation was taxing its resources, employing our army and. 
paying out its funds, to employ heathen allies to capture and en- 
slave a people who for generations had been free. 

On the nineteenth of September, General Armstrong, widi a 
brigade of twelve hundred Tennessee militia, waa <»dered to 
Suwanee " Old Town." Here he was met by a detachment of 
two hundred Creek warriors, under Major Brown, and a battalion' 
of Florida militia, under Colonel Warren ; and with this formida* 
ble army, Governor Call moved upon Withlacoochee. On coming 
near the stream he encamped. 

During the darkness of night the allies fired upon his troops, 
and kept them in a state of alarm. In the mommg it was found 
that the river had suddenly risen, which rendered it difficult for 
the troops to cross ; and this gallant army returned to Fort Drahe 
for supplies without firing a gun or seeing an enemy ^ leaving the 
allies in peaceful possession of the country. 

But the Indians and Exiles now found themselves ahnoat didly 
th»atened in thqir o^m fikstnesses. Abng the Withlaoooolie» WGiv 
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naay small viilages and plantations occupied almost excluavelj hf 
Biiles. Large crops of corn and o<^er vegetables had been raised 
Itere dnring t^e season, and it was known that stores of proyisions 
w«re located upon various islands surrounded by the swamps lying 
along that river, and in the great morass called the *'Wahoo 
Swmnp ;'* while it was equally known that many families of the 
Exiles were residing in that vicinity. It was therefore deemed im- 
portant to destroy those villages and obtain the supplies which they 
contained. 

Oeneral Armstrong, with five hundred mounted men, while march- 
ing toward these villages on the fourteenth of November, encoun- 
tered a strong force consisting of Indians and Exiles. The conflict 
was spirited. In forty minutes, eleven of Armstrong's men fell 
before the deadly aim of the allies. He, however, drove them from 
the field, but they took with them their dead and wounded. This 
&ct with savages is regarded the only test of success in battle : they 
never acknowledge defeat while they hold possession of their dead 
and wounded. 

But the time drew near when they were constrained to acknow^ 
edge a defeat. On the eighteenth of November, a re^ment of 
Tennesseeans, consisting of about five hundred, encountered a body 
of the enemy whose numbers are not given by any officer or histo- 
rian whom we have consulted. They were posted in a hommock. 
The Tennesseeans were the assailing party. The battle continued 
more than two hours^ when the allies fled, leaving upon the field 
twenty-five Indians and Africans slain in battle ; while the loss of 
the assailants was still larger. This was the best contested battle 
which occurred during the campaign of 1836, and the first in which 
the allies loft their dead in possession of our troops. 

This defeat appears to have taught the allies to be cautious, and 
fltimulated a desire to wipe out the impression which their defeat 
was calculated to make upon the public mind. 

General Call having formed a junction with Major Pearce of the 
ngnlar service, witib nearly three hundred regular troops under his 
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eomiBand, making in sjl more tban <me ihbtisand men, enHerel As 
great Wabod Swamp on tbe twenty-firsi of NoTember. Tbeir in- 
tention was to obtain the proyisions supposed to be deposited in the 
Tillages situated upon tbe islands in that extensive morass. But 
Uiey were atta<^ked soon aflter entering tbe swamp. Tbe fire at first 
was principally concentrated upon tbe Creek Indians, tbe mercenary 
troops employed by General Jessup Major Pearoe hastened to 
their relief. Tbe fire then became generaL The men were in a 
swamp which was nearly covered with water, and much of it with 
a thick underbrush. After maintaining tbe batde foi^ a lame, the 
Indians fell back, crossed the river, and formed upon its bank^ eaob 
man protected by a log or tree. The river was turbid and appeared 
difficult to pass. As our troops approached it, the fire upon them 
was severe. Captain Moniac, of the Creek warriors, was killed 
while examining the stream to ascertain if it could be forded. 
Others were wounded. The allied force appeared determined to 
make their final stand upon this stream. Behind them were their 
wives and children, their provisions, their homes and firesides. 

General Call and his troops now obtained an opportunity of 
fighting the enemy ; a privilege which he had long sought, though 
he embraced it under disadvantageous circumstances. Our troops 
had great inducements to advance, but tbe dangers corresponded 
with tbe advantages to be gained.^ General Call, however, con- 
cluded to withdraw ; and after sustaining a heavy loss he retreated 
and left tbe allies in possession of the field. They very correctly, 
feeling that their success depended greatly upon tbe position they 
had taken, did not pursue General Call, who, with his whole force^ 
retured to Volusi to recruit. His loss was fifteen killed and thurty 
wounded. 

It is certain tbe allies manifested great skill in selecting theur place 

I 

(1) Spragne, in his History of tbe Florida War, Bays ihere irere two hundred negf wat" 
riors in this battle ; that their vomen and children trere a short distance in their fear, 
mounted on their ponies, and ready to flee, if their husbands, brothers and ftUwrt had 
been eompelled to retreat. 
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uf attack, and tlie position for tJieir final stand. Their snooen 
greatly encouraged them, and the gidlantry di^ayed by tiie Exiles 
served to increase their influence with the Indians. 

The Creek warriors had shown themselves very efficient in this 
expedition, but they suffered severely ; and at no subsequent period 
did t(hey maintain their former character as warriors. They had 
been greatiy stimulated in this conflict with the expectation of cap- 
^turing women and children, whom they expected to seize and sell as 
«layes. But so far as that object was concerned^ their warriors who 
fell in this battle died ingloriously, and the result discouraged the 
Borvivors. 



CHAPTEE X. 

THE WAR CONTINUED — PEACE DECLARED. 

General Jeisup assumes command of the Army— Number of Troops in the Field— .Hlf 
AdTantages — nis energetic PoUey- Orders Crawford to the Withlaeooehee — Capture 
of fifty two Women and Children — They are held as plunder by the Creelcs — Wild Cut 
and Tx>ui8 attack Fort Mellon — Severe Battle —Allies retire with their dead and wounded 
— Death of Captahi Mellon — Our Ions in killed and wonnd«d— Caulfleld'a Sxpedi- 
tion to A-ha-popka Lake — Capture of nine Women and Ciyidren — Izpeditfon to Bif 
Cypress Swamp — Capture of twenty-flye Women and Children — General Jessup seeks 
Negotiation — Abram and Alligator meet him preparatory to a more general Council — 
Several ChieCi agree upon terms at Capitulation — Diffleulty in regard to Exiles — JetMp 
yields — Express Stipulation for their Safety— Indians and Exiles come into Tamfa 
Bay — Are Registered for Emigration — General Jessup discharges Militia and Volunteers 
—Transports prepared — He decUres the War at an end, and asks to be reUeved fWnn 
actire duty. 

On the eighth of December, 1836, Major General Jessup joined 
General Call at Volusi, and relieved that officer from the further 
command of the army in Florida. He had now eight thousand 
troops in the field well provided in all the material of war. They 
were in fine spirits, and he was in all respects prepared to push the 
campaign with energy. He had all the advantages which experi- 
ence of the previous campaign had furnished, and endeavored to 
profit by it. He was careful to order no large body of troops, nor 
any artillery, into the uninhabited portions of the country. He 
employed only light troops for such purposes. His first attention 
was directed to the settlements of Exiles on the Withlacoochee 
who had up to that time defied our army. They had been the 

(185) 
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object of frequent attacks, and the scene of as frequent defeats. 
He directed a battalion of mounted men under Major Craw- 
ford, accompanied by two battalions of Creek Indians, to make a 
sudden descent upon tb6se villages. But the allies had removed 
their provisions, and most of the people had abandoned the settle- 
ments. A few only were left. The warriors fled to the swamps; 
and the troops seized and secured flfty-two women and children. 
These were the first prisoners captured during the war ; and Gene- 
ral Jessup made a formal report of this important victory. It was 
a victory over defenseless women and helpless children, obtained by 
the aid of Creek Indians, who claimed both women and children as 
plunder under their contract. But this victory stimulated the allies 
to strike in retaliation for the injury thus inflicted upon non-com- 
batants. 

1 QQ7 1 ^^^ Mellon, on the south side of a small body of water 
called Lake Monroe, some thirty miles west of the Atlantic, 
was supposed by the allies to be in a weak condition, and they deter- 
mined to surprise it. Preparatory to this, however, they sent sfues 
to examine and report the condition of the troops at that station. 
Their report being favorable, *' Wild Cat," acting in conjunction 
with Louis, the slave of Pacheco, who, it will be recollected, con- 
certed the massacre of Major Dade, made their arrangements for an 
assault. With a force of two hundred and fifty warriors the allies 
invested this fort, which they supposed to be garrisoned by not more 
than one hundred men. Unfortunately for the assaiknts, however, 
other troops arrived after the Indian spies had left the vicinity of the 
fort, and the allied forces unexpectedly met superior numbers pro- 
tected by defenses which are always regarded as safe against savage 
foes. The attack was made with great determination, and continued 
for three hours, when the assailants retired without leaving either 
dead or wounded upon the field. 

Lieutenant Colonel Faning commanded our troops, numbering 
some three hundred men. A steamboat was lying in the lake, near 
the fort, having a field-piece on board. This was also brought to 
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bear upon the left wing of the allied forces, bo as to complete^ 
drive them from that part of the field. 

Captain Mellon, who had entered the military service of the United 
States in 1812, fell early in the action. Midshipman McLaughlin 
and seventeen others were wounded ; some of them mortally. 

It may well be doubted, whether hbtory furnishes an instance in 
which savage troops have beset a superior number of disciplined 
forces in a fortified position with such daring and obstinacy as that 
which was manifested at Fort Mellon. 

There was a small settlement of Exiles and Indians upon the 
south side of A-ha-popka Lake, situated about the twenty-eightii 
degree of north latitude, and nearly equi-distant between the At- 
lantic and the Gulf of Mexico. On the twenty-second of January, 
Lieutenant Colonel CaulfieM with his regiment was ordered to visit 
that settlement, attended by Uie Creek Indians. A sub^chief of 
the Seminoles, named Osuchee, with his band of warriors, hastened 
to the defense of their friends, as soon as they ascertained the ob- 
ject of our troops ; but tboy were unable to resist the large force 
under Caulfield. Osuchee and three warriors were killed ; and nine 
Exiles, all of them women and children, were taken prisoners. 

All the disposable forces under General Jessup were now pat 
into active employ. With the main body of the army he penetra- 
ted far into the Indism territory. His report, dated at Fort Arm- 
strong, February seventh, after stating the commencement of his 
march, says, ** On approaching the Thla-pac-hatehee, on the mom- 
** ing of the twenty-seventh ultimo, the numerous herds of cattle 
*^ feeding on the prairies, and the numerous recent trails in various 
« directions, indicated the presence of the enemy." He goes on to 
say : ** On the twenty-eighth, the army moved forward, and occu- 
*V pied a strong position on * Ta-hop-ka-liga ' Lake, where several 
** hundred head of cattle were obtained J*^ These immense herds 
of cattle show to some extent the means of subsistence which the 
allies possessed. The commander of our army, however, proceeds 
to state that *^ the enemy was found on the Hatchee-Iustee, in and 
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** near ihe great Cypress Swamp, and gallanilj attacked. Lienieiiaiit 
** Chambers of the Alabama Volunteers, by a rapid charge, wio- 
** oeeded in capturing the horses and baggage of the enemy, with 
" twenty-five Indians and negroes, principally women and children." 
This language was novel in the military reports of our officers. A 
charge made by a body of armed troops upon horses, women and 
children, is termed by the commanding General " gaUanty 

The next day one of the prisoners was directed to return to the 
two principal chiefs, Abraham, with whom the reader is already a(^ 
quainted, and Alligator, who commanded the Indians, with a mes- 
sage of peace, desiring them to meet the commanding General in 
eouncil. 

Abraham was, perhaps, the most experienced and best informed 
diief in the allied forces. He had lived at Micanopy ; and his 
familiar acquaintance with the treaty of Payne's Landing, and the 
supplemental treaty entered into at the West, qualified him to exert 
a powerful influence with the Exiles.^ The Indians, also, appear 
to have held him in the highest respect. 

Alligator was an active warrior and chief. He was a bold leader; 
but was supposed to be much under the influence of Micanopy, a 
chief somewhat advanced in years, said to be very corpulent, and 
too indolent to be otherwise than pacific in his desires. It is rela- 
ted of him, that he was actually carried, by the younger and more 
enthusiastic warriors, into battle on one occasion, in the early part 
of the war. It is not unlikely that both Abraham and Alligator 
were influenced in some degree by Micanopy to visit General Jes- 
sup, and make arrangements to hold a conference with him, at Fort 
Dade, on the eighteenth of February. 

Lieut. Colonel Henderson, of the United States Marines, serving 
on land, also made a very successful excursion into the Indian 

(1) General Jessup vaa undoubtedly eomewhat ignorant as to the history of Uie Exiles. 
Speaking of Abraham, that officer says : ^* He is married to the wife of the former chief of 
fbo Nation ; is a good soldier, and an intrepid leader . "Bui* the negro ekiff, and tho nMMt 
eaaning and intelligent negro we hare here ; heelaim$tob$/im.^ 
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Goantry, with a pretty large force of mounted men and friendly 
Indians. In his report, he states the captare ** of twenty-three 
** negroes, young and old ; over a hundred ponies, with packs on 
" about fifty of them ; together with all their clothes, blankets, and 
" other baggage." In this expedition, his loss was two men killed 
and five wounded. 

On the first of March, the troops under the command of Major 
General Jessup had captured one hundred and nine women and 
children of the Exiles, and some fifteen belonging to the Indians. 
The fortunes of war now bore hard upon those friendless and per- 
secuted people ; but not a warrior had fallen into the hands of our 
troops. It is a remarkable fiict, that in all the conflicts which had 
occurred, no Seminole Indian nor negro warrior had surrendered, 
even to superior numbers. They had fought gallantly, they had 
died freely ; but they preferred death to that slavery ^ich they 
knew would follow a surrender. 

General Jessup now ordered the cessation of hostilities, in the 
hope of getting the Indian and negro chiefs to assemble in eounoil, 
in order to negotiate for their emigration West. After hi'i iatat- 
view with Abraham and Alligator, he appears to have felt a>nfide!it 
of success. The Exiles and Indians also began to feel that it 
would soon be necessary for them to plant com, potatoes aiid pump- 
kins, for then: support during the coming season. Every oflort was 
made by General Jessup to acquaint the different chiefs with this 
arrangement, and to induce them to come in, or send by some sub- 
ehief or warrior an expression of their willingness to eiriigrate to 
the western country. 

Agreeably to these arrangements, a few of their principal men 
met General Jessup at Fort Dade, near the Withlacoochee, on the 
sixth of March. Only five chiefs were present, either in person or 
by proxy. The principal chiefs in attendance were Halatoochie 
and Jumper. 

But the former difficulty was again encountered, at the very 
commencement of the negotiation. The Indians would enter upon 
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no arrangement tbat did not guarantee to tbe E^es equal protec- 
tion and safety as it did to the Indians. Such stipulation would 
constitute an abandonment of the objects for which the war bad 
been commenced and prosecuted ; but, after sixteen months occu- 
pied in hostilities, and the expenditure of much blood and treasure, 
this question lay directly across the path of peace. But the Indians 
were firm. Not one of the Exiles, except Abraham, now dared 
trust himself within the power of our troops ; yet Abraham's influ- 
ence was powerful with the Indians. 

General Jessup yielded. The articles of capitulation were drawn 
up and considered. The fifth reads as follows : — ** Major General 
** Jessup, in behalf of the United States, agrees that the Seminoles 
" anduheir allies , who come in and emigrate Westy shall he secure 
** in their lives and property; that their negroes, their bona fide 
" property, shall also accompany them West;^ and that their cattle 
*• and ponies shall be paid for by the United States." 

The language of this article could not be misunderstood. The 
black men then residing with the Indians, in the Indian Country, 
who were acting with them, and fighting our troops by the side of 
the Seminoles, were their ** allies ; " and to show that the capitu- 
lation was not a surrender of property, they were careful to have 
the compact expressly state, that their own *' negroes, their bona 
M» property ^^ (for many Seminoles owned slaves), should accom- 
pany them ; and that their cattle and ponies, which would become 
the property of the captors by virtue of an ordinary surrender, 
under their ideas of warfare, were to be paid for by the United 
States. There was no room left for cavil or dispute on these 
points ; ^ nor could it be supposed that Abraham, with his experience 
and shrewdnes.<i, would leave such an important point doubtful. 

Under these articles, the Exiles were to enjoy that security for 

(1) General Jessup tubseguentlj/ reported his determination to separaU the negroes, or 
JExUeSf/rom the Indians. He therefore stipulated for their safety, and, at the same time, 
•greed that the slaves of the Indians should accompany their owners, and not be i^ara- 
tod from them. These foots will appear as we proceed in our history. 

(2) Tide these artlelea at length, Ex. Doc. 225, 8d Sess. XZVth Congresi. 
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which they had contended during a century and a half. It was for 
this that their ancestors left South Carolina, Oeorgia, Alabama and 
Florida; to attain it, they were willing to leave the graves of 
their fathers — the country in which they had lived during many 
generations. Abraham now entered upon the work of inducing 
all his brethren, both Indians and negroes, to go to the Western 
Country, where they could be free from persecutions. 

Those willing to emigrate, were to assemble within a district of 
ten miles square, marked out for that purpose, near Tampa Bay. 
Many of the Indian chiefs visited that station ; spoke encouragingly 
of the prospect ; that the whole Nation would emigrate at no dis- 
tant day. Even Osceola, the most inveterate of all the Seminole 
chiefs, visited Fort Mellen, avowing his intention to emigrate; 
while Abraham made report of a like feeling among the Exiles. 
Twenty-six vessels, employed to transport the emigrants to New 
Orleans, were anchored in Tampa Bay. Hundreds of Indians 
and negroes had reached the camp assigned to the emigrants, near 
**Fort Brooke." Their names were duly registered ; they drew 
their rations, and made every preparation to go West. 

General Jessup announced the war at an end, dismissed the 
militaa and volunteers, and asked of the Department leave to retire 
from active doty. 



CHAPTER XI. 

GENERAL JESSUP OVERTHROWS HIS OWN EFFORTS IN FAVOR OF PEACE. 

Bir. Van Baron's adrent to the office of PresideDt— FoUowt the policy of his predecessor 
— Qeneral Jessap's stipolation in foror of the Exiles — Sostidned hy precedent, and bj 
National Law — Not contrary to General Jackson's object in commencing the War — 
Gitiaens of Florida protest— Compact ratified by War Department— General Jessup for 
a time endeaTors to carry out Articles of Capitulation —Begins to yield— Promises to 
make arrangements with Chieft to deliver up Slaves who had left their Masters daring 
the War— Then declared he had done so — No such Compact found by the Author- 
Subsequent history shows that he had made such arrangement, by parol, with Co- 
HadJo only — He also uses army to seise and return Exiles claimed by dtixens of Florida 
— Rerokes Order No. 79— Indians and Exiles take alarm — Flee to their ftstnessei— 
a«iwx«l Jessup acknowledges aU is lost — The War renewed. 

On tbe fotirtb of March, Mr. Van Buren assumed the duties of 
President of the United States, and General Jackson retired to 
pnvate life. Belonging to the same political party to which Gen- 
eral Jackson had attached himself, Mr. Yan Buren was not expect- 
ed to make any particular change in the administration of the 
Government. Indeed so popular had General Jackson been, that 
it would have required great boldness in his successor to attempt 
any very obvious change in our national policy ; and so &r as the 
Florida war was concerned, there was none whatever. 

It was therefore fortunate that, under the administration of Gen- 
eral Jackson, the existence of the Exiles, as a distinct people, had 
been acknowledged. In the articles of capitulation, they were 
again recognized as the '' allies " of the Indians. In entering into 
this stipulation, General Jessup went no fiurther than his le^timate 



powers extenfed. The peace of the coimtrj in that regioa wa» 
entrusted to his jad^ea^, under the direction of the President. 
If necessary to secure peace, he had the undoubted right to send 
every slave, of whatever description, from the Territory of Florida; 
and it would appear, that no doubt whatever could arise as to his 
authority to transport to the Western Country, all who were en- 
gaged in actual hostilities against our nation, and that too without 
stopping to inquire whether one portion of the people were, or were 
QOt^ claimed as property by the people of Florida. General Jack- 
son had set a noble example on this subject which was well worthy 
of imitation. When New Orleans was threatened by the British, 
1^1814, he {»:oclaimed martial law — ordered men into service 
without inquiring whether they were slaves or freemen. Many of 
them were slaves, and on the day of battle were emancipated by 
being captured or killed by the enemy. The same powers had 
been exercised by our officers almost constantly during the Revolu- 
tjpi^. It is a principle understood by all intelligent men, that 
wbei^ war exisja, peace may be obtained by the emancipation of all 
the slaves heljd by individuals, if necessary.^ 

These articles of capitulation were duly transmitted to the War 
Department, and were regularly approved- by the Executive. It 
would appear impossible that General Jessup, or any other person, 
could either misapprehend or fail to understand this stipulation, 
which was in no respect modified by other covenants. 

But this solemn covenant was in direct conflict with the views 
and feelings of the slaveholders in Florida and the adjoining States. 
They understood the war to have been commenced for the purpose 
of reenslaving the Exiles. These articles of capitulation constituted 

(1) General Jeseap at all times practiced upon this principle. When " Louis," the guide 
iAd planned the deftat and massacre of Mi^ Dade, became a prisoner and Wild Cat 
clawed to bare captured him, General Jesiup disregarded the claim of Faoheeo, the 
owner, and sent the negro West; and, in other instances, he kept those knoim to hay* 
been slates as guides, and, at a proper time, sent them to the Western Ck)untr7, m fteemen. 
He even bribed negroes to aot as goidss to his anny bypiomHing them Mbertj, and eav* 
iM out siwb aRWgeBiMkt. 
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not only an abandonment of tliat policy, bat actually operated as 
an emancipation of all the slaves wbo, having fled from senrice in 
Florida, Georgia and Alabama, had joined the Seminoles and taken 
np arms against their oppressors. The slaveholders were indignant 
at this stipulation, nor did they fail to express their indignation. 

A few gentlemen of distinction, who, with their families, had 
been driven from the Territory, were residing at Charleston, South 
Carolina. Having learned the character of the capitolation from 
private sources, without waiting for its publication, they at once 
addressed the Secretary of War, stating they had casually learned 
from a gentleman who was present, that a treaty of peace had 
been concluded with the Seminole Indians which contained " no 
** stipulation for indemnity y on the part of the Indians, for 
** such property/ of the inhabitants as had been captured hy said 
*• Indians, and destaroyed. Nor (say they) is it, we are told, 
*^ exacted from them that they should even make restitution of 
** such stolen and other property, to wit, negroes, etc., as they 
** now have in possession, or as has been invited into their country 
•* and allowed refuge from its owners. We respectfully conceive, 
" that the termination of the war on such terms, anxiously as we 
<* desire peace, would be a sacrifice of the national dignity, and an 
" absolute and clear triumph on the part of the Indians, who cannot 
" fail to view the proposition made to them, to dose hostilities, fol- 
** lowed np by a treaty permitting to, them such extraordinary terms, 
" as a virtual suing for peace on the part of the United States, and 
** evidencing a want of confidence in their ability to conclude the 
** war through the means of their belligerent and physical strength.*** 

But the most singular portion of this memorial is the reference 
to the treaty of Camp Moultrie, by which the Indians agreed to 
arrest and return fugitives; and the memorialists inusted that 
unless the Indians be compelled to perform this stipulation the 
owners ** may never regain their slaves" 

(1) VIda thii Memorial at tonfth, Ex. Doc. 226, 8d SeM. XXVth CoiigNM. 
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jUm feodemeB who ihw aMenpied to eontiiol At i^e^ni of dur 
National Goyernment appear to bave fiurgotten tkat tbe treaijr of 
Camp MouUriQ bad been abnogsied by tbai of Payne's laudr 
leg, vhidi our OoTemmenk was now profesimg to ei^rce. By 
i\m lattor treaifcy, tbe Indians, agreed to pc^ soTen tboosand doUars 
as an indemnity for all slayes tben in thw tcnitoiy. This was acf- 
oi^pted as a fhll indeihnity, and the slaves then resident witb the In- 
dians became free in law. 

This memorial, though written at Charleston, Soath Caralina, 
bears date only twelve days lator than the artides of capitnlatum, 
entored into at '' Fort Bade in Florida.'^ Of thismovement of thft 
slaveholders, General Jessnp appears not to bave beai informed «l 
the time; nor is there any doubt that he then intended tot 
oarry out this solemn compact in good fidtb. On tiie nineteenth of 
March, we find his aid-de^camp Colonel Chambers^ by order of QeiF 
end Jessup, writing Lieutenant Colonel Harney, statk>ned at Fort 
Nellon, directing him not to permit the friendly Indiana (&i^ 
Creeks) to pass into the country oocupied by the Seminoles, pai 
to distinctly inform the Creeks they '' must make no more eapture^ 
qf property ;^^ and if they had made any since the siting of tiie 
treaty, (meaning the capitulation,) Ebumey was direeted to take ai 
list of such captures. 

But tbe first setious difficulty suggested to General Jedsop, in 
carrying out bis stipulations with the '' aUies^^' appears to have beeft 
a lett^ from Major Thcmias Child, commanding at Fort Armstrong, 
infonning bim that a " Colonel Dill," a citiaen df Florida, was a4 
that post, wishing to pass into the Indian oountry for the purposa 
of xecbuming oertain negroes which he professed to have oimed, bnl 
who were then supposed to bave fled to the Seminoles. 

In reply to tUs note Colonel Chambers said : '^ I am %n9tr%iel§d 
**lythe€omm&nding General tosay, that * Colond Dill,' the person 
'* whom yon report havlilg: detained at Fort Armstrong, must nol 
" be permitted to pass, hut he required to return from whence kt 
*i^ememtk aU convenient •dieptHtA. Htreafter, no pttson, not itt- 
. 11 
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V:Ae eiiipliO]nieiito£'tii» Oovemmehl; ot exfmesv tider, muni bo 
'^nHaved to ptas your post. Tbe BeoessHy of ^tis order, and tbt 
'* strict eofoicement of it, arise fixna the necessity, that^ if persoiur 
** Qome forward to arge tiieir daims to negroes, it will evidently 
''prevent the negroes &(Hn coining in ; and if ihej do not come in^ 
" the commanding €bi^ral is deddedly of opinion that th^ Indiana 
•^themselves will he greatly delayed, if not entirely prevented, from 
** compliance with the terms of capitulation.'^ 

The tcmunation of ilie war had heen regarded as certain hy the 
commanding officer, and hy hhn so reported. The first article in 
die oapitmbtion, provided for the cessation of hostilities. But fhey ' 
were r^ewed soon afiter, and the Indians and Exiles charged with 
st)reach of faith, hoth hy General Jessup and l^ the Execirtive. 
And it becomes important to the truth of history, that facts should 
be stated. The articles of capitulation pledged tbe faith of the 
liKtien for the safety of both persons and property of the ** Semi- 
noles emd their alHes.^^ Those ** allies " could have been no other 
people than the black men who were with them contending against 
t comipon foe. It is also evident that Abraham and the Exiles who 
oanie in fm: the purpose of emigrating so understood it. It ia 
equally certain that the people of Florida who memorialijEed the 
Secretary of War so understood it ; and we need only read the let- 
ters and orders of General Jessup to learn that he surely so under- 
stood it; and the whole conduct of the Indians shows that they put 
the same construction upon it. While, therefore, justioe should be 
AeoB to General Jessnp, we shcmld be careful to do no injustice to 
diher the Seminoles or the Exiles. ' As further evidence of Gene- 
nd Jessap's good fiikh at th^ time, we quote an extract from a let- 
ter, bearing date ie^ days later than the one last referred to. Il 
wwaddressed to Lieutenant Colonel Miller, commanding at Tampa 
Bay, amd is dated Marth tw^ntynseventb, 18^7. It is signed by 
Oeaeral Jessap himself, who says: ''I have also been informed 
'« that Mr. Cooley 's business at T^^pa Bay is to look after neffrom. 
'^If^hal} be fi^, he mutt be sent awayj a trifling cireaBtttaaM 



"would liffhi up^ t^e tfiar afam. An^ imfkreiik:e with A0 ne-' 
** groes which w€mld produce alarm mi their part would inetfiUh 
'* Uy deprive us of all the <idvantaffeswe have penned, i ir^pa- 
** tiiize with Mr. Coofey in his afliictiDns and losses ; but ^sponsible 
'* as I am for the peace of the country, I cannot and wiU not per- 
" mit that peace to he jeopardized iy his imprudmce,^^ 

But these demands for slaves increased. The slarebolders wer^' 
mdignant at the h^ of slaves, and it soon became apparent that 
the stifmlation of safety to the '' allies " of the Semuudeisr was fSti^ 
pojgdar in Florida. 

On the twenty-ninth of March, General Jessnp in*ote Colonel 
Warner, of the Florida Militia, saying, '* There is no disposition on - 
" the part of the great body of the Indians to renew hostilities ; and 
'* they will, I am sure, faithfully fulfill their engagements, if the 
** inhabitants of Florida be prudent : but any attempt to i^ise their 
" negroes, or other property, would be followed by an instant resort 
" to arms, I have $ome hopee cf inducing both IManB and In- 
*^.dian negrms to united bringing in the negroes taken J¥4m'ih« 
** eitiatens dmrinff the ioar,^^ ^ 

In Uns letter, General Jessnp begins to modify his former poi^' 
tion. He still entertains no fear of the Indians, if thmr negroes br 
other ]H»perty be not interfered with, and suggests' tfa0 hope that he 
may eieet an arrangement with the Indians and Indiian negroes t^ 
b):ing ift (that isj to surrender up,) the negroes tedtm dming tht 
war. This letter gives the first evidence, which we find on record^ 
of General Jdssup's intentbn to nK>d% or disregard the solemn? 
oompaet he had made, or to make another wl^ the Indians ainA Id^l 
£an negroes by which they should betray those ^irtio had fled €6^ 
them during the war. 

Biit that he did make some arrangement of that (^ai^cter wMh^ 
the chiefs, we are led to infer from a letter bearing date May fifth, 
1887, addressed to General JesSup by the Commissioner of Indian 
Affairs, informing him that his articles of oapitolation with the SeiA-.: 
inoles had be^ snbnntted to the Be<n:6tas7 of Wt^;'**toged^Wta^ 
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*^hukU€r$pf^fa9tandJifUmlk4ffAfrilt<miha^ been ap^ 
** proved;** and the wiifter then adds : ** In relatioa to the negroes 
V oaiptur^ hj the Semiodes aod to be surrendered, I am directed 
" to say, that jonr arrangement for having thmn delivered to o&- 
** cers of posts on the St. John's Eiver, is approved,^* ^ 

This letter lUso directs (General Jessnp to keep a re^trj of aQ 
negroes deliv^ed to citizens, showing their names, age, sex, etc. 

A general order, dated Tampa Bay, April ^h, and numbered 
i^venty^nine, announces first, '* The commanding General has reason 
*' to believe thai the interference of unprincipled white men ^h 
•* the negro property of the Seminole Indians will prevent their 
^" •migratioB, and lead to a renewal of the war. Responsible as he 
^ is for the pesce and security of the country, he will not permit 
" su(^ interference under any pretense whatsoever. And he there- 
'' fine orders that no white man, not in the service of the United 
" States, be allowed to enter any part of the territory, between the 
'< St. John's and the OtOf of Mexico, south of Fort Drane." 

On.the eig^ of April, Greneral Jessup wrote Colonel Hamiey, 
saying, " I have made an arrangement with the chie& to-day to 
*^ surrender the negroes of white men, particularly those taken du- 
" ring the wwr." 

With what partieular chie& this arrangement was made, <» what* 
W^re the terms of the arrangement, the Author has not kanwd ; yet, 
an we shall see hereafter, he represented it to have been made at 
" Fort King " with Co^Jffadjo, an unimportant chief, and then 
attempted to hold the Seminole Nation responsible for Co-Hadjo's 
promise. But under these circumstances, the reader will as^ what 
QQpsideration wm paid Ce-Hadjo to bribe him to enter into such a 
contract? That chief and General Jessup and General Oass, Seo- 
ifMny of War, miKst have known he possessed no pow^ to bind 

(1) AU tiMM cominmilefttioM may be foand at leagtb in the li^ 
■ton XXVth ObogTois. But thete arrangementi made with the cliiefr are supposed t9 
bsf« Nited entintx In parole. Ko eopy of any each agreement hM been Ibnnd 1^ the 
Awlhor, wli» !■ teUj of iplaiMii thai k doea not exit t In any aothentle ^mm. 



Ae. Seminole Nation, nor to sarrender tbose p^^KHis to idarery. It 
will long remain a subject of inquiry* Why dH tihe War Bepayfr- 
ment sanction this violation of the solemn articles of eapitulotioil, 
which these officers termed a treaty, and whidi certainly possessed 
all the solemnity and binding force of a treaty? 

There is also an inexpilicable obscurity attending this subject. 
General Jessup. wrote Colonel Harney, on the eighth of April, that 
he had that day made the arrangement, etc.; while tlie Secretary of 
War states that he had learned of this arrangement by General Jes- 
sup's two letters, dated the first and fifteenth of April. One of 
these letters appears to bear date seven days before, and the other 
seven days after, the day on which ho declares the arrangement was 
made. The withholding of such fact seven days from the War De- 
partment would be as incompatible with military duty as the giving 
it seven days before its existence, \a irreconcilable with the com- 
mon perceptions of mankind. 

In several instances, General Jessup had foretold that a renewal 
of the war would follow any attempt to deliver up negroes to the 
claimants in Florida, and it would appear that be must have expect' 
ed that result ; but he communicated to the commandants of nearly 
all the different posts, that he had made arrangements vfith the 
thiefs for returning slaves captured during the war. But, up to 
the twenty-sixth of April, he steadily in^ted that no obligation 
rested upon the Indianos to bring in runaway negroes who had fled 
to them before the war. 

On the twenty^sixth, he. wrote Colonel Brown, of St. Auguciino, 
saying : — ^' I have made arrangements witli the Indians for the 
•* delivery of the negroes cultured during the war. They are to 
'* be delivered^ if tiiey can be taken without delaying the Indians 
" in their movements, at the posts on the St. John's. The Indians 
'" are not bound to surrender runaway negroes. Theg must, and 
** skalL, gim up those taken during the war: at all events, they 
** shall not take them out of the counta'y. ' Further than that, I 
" shall not interfere." 



' ^Uit wUla rcMog 6iels on tbw inject, we ebm^d be mnMAM 
|Q tbo .'tr^th of hu^rj were we to otnit ibe letter wbich this oSoer 
wrote, on the foUowing daj, to Hon* J. L. Smith, a oitizen ni 
Florida. This lett^, hearing date at Tampa Bay on the twent^r- 
seventh of April, 18S7, says : 

*• I received, yesterday, your letter of the eighteenth, with a list 
" of the slaves which you claun. Ansel is the only one of the 
f * three who has been taken. I have him employed, at one of the 
** interior posts, as an interpreter. The niegroes generally have 
f* taken the alarnk, and but few of them eome in ; and those who 
.'' remain out, prevent the Indians from coming. But for the pre- 
'V mature attempts of some citizens of Florida to obtain possession 
** of their slaves, a majority of those taken by the Indians during 
** the war, as well as those who absconded previous to it, would 
'* have been secured before this time. More than thirty negro men 
'' were in and near my camp, when some of the citizens, who bad 
' ** lost negroes, came to demand them. The Indian-negroes imme- 
'* diately disappeared, and have not been heard of since." 

It is believed that, in the conducting of this second Seminok 
war, no act of any public officer will hereafter appear more Inez* 
^icable than the conduct of General Jessup, in regard to this 
EtipulatiOn in favor of the Exiles. No person can suppose thefe 
was any doubt in regard to the original design of this stipulation. 
fie at first appears determined to carry it out in good £^ith ; this 
was before he learned the complaint of the slaveholders of Florida, 
.made to the Secretary of War. He next expressed his intenticm to 
make an arrangement vnth the chiefs to surrender negroes captured 
during the war-*— as though the chiefs were authorized ij6 consign 
"their allies" to slavery. He next says he had made such an 
arrangement, but fails to say with whom. At length it comes out, 
in 4he future history, that he alleges it to have been made with Co- 
fiadjo, an obscure chief, in no way^ party to the capitulation, or 
oonneoted with it And finally, in this letter to Judge Smith» he 



fWHp# et itsA be would bmTe hdfraye^ inebiy'of tlioM allio&i^Blar 
iverj, if the people of the T«rr^ry bad bo«n quiet. 

Our present duty, however, is to leooid facts, wltbout i<]i|i^ 
JittentioQ to the intended treachery or fraud of indiTiduals ; biit 
this avowed intention of cnti*a{^iiig the negtoes by inducing them 
to eoiue in ui^r the expeetadon of emigrating West with their 
Seminole friends, and then consdgn them to bondage, must attraat 
:tbe attention and excite the wonder of Christian men. This womfor 
IB ijttCEeased by the &ct, that la&guage is constan% used b^ skre- 
holders apparently intended to mislead the Northern iJead^. iFer 
u»$tanoe» General Jessup speaks of slaves ''captured dur%7%ff.the 
war,^^ as though the Indians made prisoners of alaves, This is 
believed to be entirely without foundation. Slaves being regarded 
by Southern men v^ property, incapable of thought, whenever tbe(y 
fled from their masters and sought an asylum with the Indians^ the 
lOjOst^s spd^e of them as captured. 

Soon as it was known that slaves were to be seioed and returned, 
elaims were preferred from all quarters. The correspondence^ ^ 
Ais Bulgect, now in the Department of War, would of itself fonn a 
volume, if quoted at leogth. Spaniards sent in claims for slaves 
liost while the Territory was in possession of Spain, in 1802 and 
180S. Claims from South Carolina, from Georgia, Alabama and 
Florida, and from Ci'eek Indians, were presented to the command* 
ants of different posts. Slaveholders evidently felt that they were 
io be permitted to seize sueh colored pn$oners as they could lay 
their himds upon, and enslave them;. They no longer waited Ipr 
blaek prisoners to be brought to the St. John's,, or other postB, 
but like wolves greedy for their prey, they hurried into the Indian 
Country, and risked their lives in order to secure victims for the 
slavermarkets. 

The Legislative Council of Florida became affected with ibis 
general mania, and in the most formal manner declared the ri^t 
of masters to regain possession of their slaves^ without regard to 
the Federal Government or its officers. 



302 IBS XZIUM 9W NOBIM. 

Finding Cbaecal Jmsup iiiMqMble of roriating tfa* 
damor, the claimants for ttlaTos opealjr demuided a revooatioii of 

, Bm General Order, by which they were prohibited from entering the 
Indian territory for the purpose of seizing slares. A pubHo meet- 
ing of Uie dtiasens of varions parts of Florida, was held eit San 
Aognstine, and a ccnnmittee af^>ointed to remonstrate with General 
Jessnp, and prooore a rescission a^ hk order, No. 79, prohibiting 
tiiem fiK>m enterbg the Territory, between ik» St. John's Biirer 
md the Gulf of Mexico, south of Fort Drane. The oomsMttee 

.addressed him in a long, written protest, in which they deeku«» 
^ the regaining of their slaves constitutes an object of scarcely kes 
'* moment than that of peace to the country." ^ 

General Jessup now began to modify his order, No. 79, so as to 
udmit citizens to enter the Territory as far south as the road leading 
fbm WiUilaooochee to Volusi; and, on the first of May, so iA- 
formed Major McClintock, commanding at Fort Drane. On the 
iiay following, he addressed a letter to Brig. General Armistead, 
directing that officer to ** cbnsider Order No. 79 so for modified, 
*^ that citizens will be permitted to yisit any of the posts on ike St. 
^* John's, and to traverse or remain in any part of the country 
^' 8out& of Withlaoooohee. There are large herds of cattle in t^at 
** part of the country which no doubt belong to the citizens, and by 
*^ aUowing thmn to go into the country, they may perhaps secure a 
** large portion of them." 

V It will be recollected, tibat General Scott would not permit the 
]people of Florida to interfere in the discharge of his official duUes, 

tStttd that they, through their representative in Congress, had de- 
inanded his removal from command of the army* They now applied 
directly to the Secretary of War, remonstrating against the aetion 
of General Jessup ; and it is possible that officer deemed it pradent 
td yield to then* dictation. Be that as it may, it is certidn that he 

i now lent the power of the army to carry out the wishes of the ci^ 
£ehs» Officers and men were detailed to take black prisoners''*- 

(1) Vide Bz. Doe. 225, 8d Sess. XXVth OoogrMi. 
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yfiio had oeme ia and sumndered with' the ezpectaticm ci emigrih 
ting West — from their pUices of rendezTous to certain points where 
it would be most convenient for claimants to receive them. 

On the seventeenth of April, Major Churchill, aid to General 
Jeesup, wrote Colonel Harney, saying, **I am instructed by the 
** commanding General to acknowledge the receipt to-day of your 
** letter of the seventh instant, and to inform you that the negro 
*' prisoners captured from the Indians, and supposed to belong to 
'' the white people, were sent from this place, on the eleventh in- 
** Btant, to Lieutenant D. H. Vinton, at St. Marks, for the purpose 
*' of being returned to their owners. The Indians have agreed to 
** send all slaves, teikenfrom white people during ike war, to Fort 
** Mellon and Volusi; and runners are now employed iri the inte- 
*' rior on that service.'' On the same day, information was given 
lo William De Payster, that seven of the number sent to Volusi 
probably belonged to him. On the same day also, **A. Forrester" 
was informed of the faet, that those slaves ** had been sent to St. 
*' Marks, and that six of the number probably belonged to htm." 

Other plans were devked for securing slaves, as w© are informed 
by a letter from General Jessup to E. K. Call, Governor of Flori- 
da, dated eighteenth of April, 18S7, in which he says: ''If the 
<< citizens of the territory be prudent, the war may be considered at 
*' an end ; but any attempt to interfere with the .Stdian neffroes, or 
** to arrest any of the chiefs or warricnrs as debtors or criminals, 
f would cause an immediate resort to arms. The negroes eontrbl 
f' their masters ; and have heard of the act of your legiskdve coun^ 
" oil. Thirty or more of the Indian negro men were near my camp 
" on the Withlaeoochee in March last ; but the arrival of two or 
** three oiUzens of Florida, said to be in search of negroes, ean^d 
" them to disperse, and I doubt whether they will come in again ; 
" at all events the emigration will be delayed a month I apprehend 
** in consequence of this alarm among the negroes." 

The emigrati(^ of those Indians who had come in to Fort Bro(to, > 
and . registered th6m9elve3 aa ready for emigtatimi, waa'ddayod in 
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^xmsequjenee of tbe difficulty of collecting tbose wlio were expeotdt; 
vai Gren^ral Jessup began to see the efieots wbicb bis violation ctT 
the artioles of capitulation bad wrought on the minds of both In- 
dians wid negroes. Indeed, be had in plain and distinct language 
repeatedly affirmed that the negroes corUroUed the Indiun$; tbistt 
any interference with the negroes would cause a ref?ort to arms ; yet 
be himself subsequently ordered negroes to be sought out, separated 
from theur friends, and delivered over to slavery. 

The ships wore yet lying in the harbor. About seven hundred 
Indians were encamped ready for emigration, and had been waiting 
for others to join them. Impatient at delay and disappointment, 
on the twenty- fifth of May, he wrote Colonel Harney, as follows : 

*' If you see Powell (Osceola) again, I wish you to tell him (bat 
** I intend to send exploring and surveying parties into every part 
''of the country during the summer, and that I shall send out and 
'* take cHl the negroes who belong to the white people^ and he musl 
'* Hot allow the Indians or Indian negroes to mix with them. TeM 
*' him I am sending to Cuba for bloodhounds to trail them, and / 
** intend to hang every one of them who does not come inJ*^ 

This intention to reenslave the Exiles who had recently taken up 
ibeir residence with the Seminoles became known, and created gen- 
eral alarm. Many of the blacks, who had come in fbr the purpose 
of OHiigratiag, became alarmed smd fled; and General Jessup, 
doubtfiil whether more could be obtained by peaceful means, seized 
about ninety Exiles who were confined within the pickets at Tampa 
Bay, on the second of June, and at once ordered them to New Or- 
loans, imder the charge of Lieutenant G. H. Trevitt, of the United 
Statea Marines. 

This struck tho Indians and Exiles with astonishment. l%e 
oluefit, warriors and families, numbering some seven hundred, who 
had collected at Tampa Bay for the purpose of emigrating to the 
western oountry, thinking themselves betrayed, now fled to their 
i'^nmac festnesses, far in tihe interior, and once more determined to 
drfend their liberties or die in the attempt. A few, however, were 
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feoured at otber posts, and sent to New Orleans, where tbey were 
delivered over to Quarter-Master Clark, and confined at ** Fort 
Pike." 

On the fourteenth of June, General Jessup, writing General 
Gadsden of South Carolina, says : **AU is lost, and principally, I 
** fear, h/ the influence of the negroes — the people who were the 
** subject of our correspondence. ♦ ♦ ♦ I seized, and sent off 
** to New Orleans, about ninety Indian negroes, and I have about 
" seventeen here. I have captured ninety, the property of citizens; 
** all of whom have been sent to St, Marks and St. Augustine, ex- 
** cept four at this place, twelve at Fort Mellon, and six who died." 

General Jesmip now saw that both Seminole Indians aad negroes 
had clear conceptions of justice and honor. That his efE)rts to de- 
liver over negroes to slavery had defeated the entire object of the 
articles of capitulation of the eighteenth of March. The Indians 
bad fled. The negroes, except those who were imprisoned, had 
. fled. The twenty-six vessels, collected at Tampa Bay to trans- 
port them to New Orleans, were yet idle ; and, to use his own 
words, ''aU was lost r^ 

Abraham, aoting for his brethren while West, in 1838, had canted 
the article to be inserted in the supplemental treaty, giving the 
Seminoles a separate country for their settlement. 

In forming the articles of capitulation with general Jessup, he 
again exhibited his capacity for negotiation ; obtaining the insertion 
of an article which, if carried out, would have proved a triumph- 
ant vindication of their cause. But from this second manifestation 
of his powers for negotiation, the Government of the United States 
found it necessary to recede, in order to maintain M» designs of 
enslaving the Exiles. 



CHAPTER XII. 

HIB RENEWAL AND PROSECUTION Of THE WAR. 

OI>jectg of the first and second Seminole War — Action of Qeneral Jessnp and the Exeoa- 
Hvt in regard to the CapituIaHon— His alleged arrangement ^Rerames hottilltiet with 
intent to carry oat original deidgn of Qeneral Jackson— EftabUshef a series of ftmgri 
for the capture of Negroes — Choctaws and Delawares employed— Cherokees reftise — 
Send a Delegation to make peace — Ross, the Cherokee Chief, addresi^es a Letter to Wild 
Caft, Qsccola, and otheni— Difficulty with Cieek Warriors— General Order — Oeneivl 
Jessup's policy— Creek Warriors discharged — Capture of King Phillip — His messa^ 
to Wild Cat — Influence of Cherokees — Wild Cat bears plume, etc., from Osceola to GeJi- 
•ral Jessup, proposing to negotiate — Jessup sends back answer — WM Gat, Osceola and 
Eadles eome in to Fort Peyton — Are betrayed — Seized as prisoners — Imprisoned at San 
Augustine — Wild Cat escapes — Thrilling Narratiye — Cherokee Delegation induce Mic- 
anopy, Cloud and others to yisit General Jessup — They too are seiseed, and one hundred 
Billet eaptared— Extraordinary eondoetof General Jessup —Cherokeea leavv in dJ>«asl. 

By the articles of capitulation, entered into on the sixth of 
Mareh (1837), the second Seminole War had beea terminffted. 
Gener^ Jessup so regarded it, and so declared it, The.Exilos 
and Indians so regarded it, and some eight hundred came in unde^ 
it and registered their names for emigration, in good futh. The 
people of Florida regarded it in that light, and remonstrated againi^t 
it. They declared it a treaty of peace; but complained of its 
terms, for the reason that it gave up the slaves whom they claimed 
to own. 

Learning this dissatisfaction to exist among the slaveholders of 
florida. General Jessup expressed, in his correspondence, an inten- 
tion of making an arrangement with the chiefs, by which the slaves 
Mon^g to the citizens of Florida, captured during the war, 

(166) 



fi^mUl be ff9m up. Why those fiaixmd hj the dtuaeos of Fkodda 
ihoujd be given up, and those esoaped from 0eorgia and Akban^ 
temain firee, he has failed to show I Why those who escaped, or, 
as he expresses it, were captured during the war, should be return- 
ed, and thjpse who escaped or had been captured the day preyious 
to the commencement of hostilities, should not be returned, he has 
]|ot explait^ed; but he soon announced, that he had made an ar^ 
rangeraent with the chiefs to deliver up these persons; and at once 
9et the army at work to restore them. This restoration of slaves, o£ 
itself, constituted a renewal of the war. It had caused the first 
Seminole war, in 1816 : it had caused this second Seminole war, 
4iid General Jessup was himself conscious thatfc such interferenee 
with the Exiles would induce a renewal of hostilities. That class 
of Exiles was numerous; they constituted a portion of the ''allies" 
Semt whose safety he had solemnly pledged the fait^ of Ouvem 
ment. 

It were useless for t^e friends of the then existing Admint- 
istc^ioQ to say, that General Jessup made an arrangement with 
the Indiaa chie& fi»r delivering up these people. The Exiles 
were die persons interested in their own safety, for which they 
had fought. No ohie& had authority to sell them, or to deliver 
them over to interminable bondage. But the reader wiH inquire, 
witli what particular ohiefe was this arrangement made ? When, 
and wl^re was it made ? What were its terms ? The only an* 
s^rers, so &r as we are informed, are to be found in the interroga* 
tories propounded to Osceola and other chie&, when they were 
captured, at Fort Peyton, on the twenty*first of O^ber fdilowing. 
General Jessup's first written interrogatory was, '* Are they (the 
" chiefs) prepared to deliver up the negroes taken from the citizens? 
" Why have they not surrendered them already, as prtnmsHL Jjr 
** Cb-Sac^'o, at Fart Kin^f " Here he merely claimed a promise 
from Co-Hadjo, an obscure chief, who was not a party to the oapit^ 
Hktion — did not sign it, and, so £ur as we are infermed, was not 
preient lAen it was entered into. 
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Bili^ to Axm tbi^ no obligaijon whatever resdod on tiio cMefr bi 
&B xnalter, his next mterrogatories were, " Have the chiefe of did 
'* Naticm hekt a Council in relation to the snbjeets of the talk at 
'^ Fort King? What chiefe attended that Conned, and what wail 
♦* their deciaon ? " These questions seem to admit, that Co-Hadjo 
had merely promised to lay the subject before the chidb in Council; 
and here we find the reasons, on the part of General Jessup, for 
not laying the arrangement before the people : yet, under these 
droumstances, that officer charges bad faith upon the Indians and 
Exiles, in renewing the war. The Exiles possessed no means of 
informing the American people, and other nations, as to these fkets, 
(^of maintaining tHbir honor against this charge of having violated 
^ir i^ighted faith. 

In renewing hostilities. General Jessup appears to have fully 
determined on carrying out the designs of Gesieral Jackson, ia 
1816, when he directed General Gaines to ** destroy the fort, and 
reiwhi the slaves to Iheir ovmers," From this time forward, he 
lent his energies, and the power of the army, to the object of cap« 
turing and returning slaves. He also deemed it neoessaiy to 
change the mode of prosecuting the war, and to make it a series of 
fbrays for the capture and enslavement of the Exiles. 

He had, the previous year, entered into a contnuft wi& the 
Creek Indians, by which he stipulated to pay them a large pecuni* 
aiy CMBpensation, and to allow them to hold all the plunder 
(negroes) whom they might capture, as property. He now evi« 
dently believed that such inducements, held out to the Florida^ 
ndliiia, would have an e£^t to stimulate them to greater efl^rt. 

On the eleventh of June, he wrote Colonel Wanren^ say»gy 
" There is no obHgation to spare the property of the Indians ; tbey 
** ha^fn not spared that of the citizens. Their nt^Froe^, eattje and 
" horses, as well as other property which they possess, will belotig^ 
** to^e corps by which they are captured.'* 

Tho same orders were oomittaiiicated to the Commandants dP' 
other posts, and to the militia fromolhar Sta^iOB:; and ft&v i 
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\^ ivUch the' negroes and other proper^ irere to be diatrilfotod 
aJmoDg the captors, was prescribed in a letter to Colonel Heiknan, 
declarmg the field officers entitled to three shares^ the company 
officers to receive ttfm shares, and the non-commissioned officers 
and soldiers one share each. 

These arrangements were, of course, all duly certified to the 
Way Department, and approved, and thereby became acts of the 
Adminbtration. The letters of General Jessup, written during the 
summer and autumn of 1837, to Colonel Crowell, at Fort Mitchell, 
Alabama ; to Colonel Mills, of NewmansTille, Florida ; to Thomas 
Cra^ill, Esq., of Alabama ; to Captain David S. Walker, Captain 
Bonneville and Captain Armstrong ; ^ all show^ conclusively, that 
the war was to be conducted by the orgatti2ation of slave-catching 
fbrays, in which the troops were expected to penetrate the Indita 
Country for the purpose of capturing negroes. 

During the sickly season no active operations against the allies 
could be carried on, and the time was occupied in preparing for 
the more vigorous prosecution of hostilities, so soon as the un* 
healthy months should be passed. In order to carry out these 
fbrays, the Indians residing west of the Mississippi were applied to 
for assistance. The Choctaws and Delawares furnished many indi- 
viduals whose low moral development did not prevent their engaging 
in the proposed piratical expeditions, for seizing and enslaving their 
fellow-men ; but of the precise number of individuals thus furnish* 
ed, we have no authentic information. The Cherokees howerer 
appear to have rejected a proposition which, to them, appeared 
incompatible with the civilization of that tribe ; they evidently £^li 
deep sympathy for their brethren, the Seininoles, as well as for the 
Bsdles. They agreed to furnish & delegation who should, ia a. 
friendly manner, visit the Seminoles, state to them the condition of 
the Western Country, and advise them in good faith to emigrate. 

At that period John Ross was acting as principal chief of the 
Cherokee Nation. He was the son of a wealthy white man, who 

(1) Vamt Letten maj be found in Ex. Doe. 226, at 8m». XZTtk 
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bad kmg been engaged as an Indian trad^. EBs mother mm m 
Cherokee. Ross had been educated ; had seen the advantages of 
ciyiiization, and of Christianity, and was at the time, and had long 
been engaged, in ^omoting civilization among his own people. It 
will readily be supposed, that the feelings of such a man would, 
revolt at a proposition for his people to engage in the capture and 
enslavement of any portion of the human family. The correspond* 
ence between Boss and the Secretary of War is interesting» and iti 
perusal would well compensate the curious reader.^ 

This delegation from the Cherokees consisted of some twelve of 
their most influential men. They bore with them an address from 
Boss, written with great ability and sincerity. Among other things, 
he assured the Seminoles that they might confide in the justice and 
honor of the United States.^ This address was directed to Mican*^ 
opy, Osceola and Wild Cat, the three most powerful and warlike 
chie& among the Seminoles. 

The Creek warriors had engaged to serve until the Seminoles 
were conquered ; but after the death of Captdn Moniac, and t^eir 
other friends who fell in the Great Wahoo Swamp, they had shown 
a disposition rather to avoid danger than to natch negroes ; and it 
was deemed proper to discharge them. But difficulties intervened, 
in regard to the division of the negroes claimed to have bfsen cap*, 
tared by them, while acting in concert with our troops. Some, 
ninety negroes bad been captured, in whose bones and muscles, 
blood and sinews, seven hundred Creek warriors claimed an uiter- 
eist; while the Tennesseeans, and other troops, had been in the 
field acting with the Creeks at the time of capture ; and the Creeks, 
could, in equity, claiin only a pro rata interest. General Jessup 
however met the difficulty with promptness, and, to put an end to 
all future strifo and discontent, he issued- the following : 

(1) This Concspondenee maj be found in the Sih Tol. Sx. Doe., 2d Sess. XXVth C^if ., 
No. 286. 

(2) Of this deelMftkion he b»d inlMeqaent oaoae to lepent, «nd moet doqneaCI/ h* ez- 
presied hit mortification, in a letter to the Secretaij of War. Vide his Letter of Jan. 8, 
1838, in the Doettmt iMt tooted. 
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•ORinR No. in, Ta»a Bai^ B&jfL 6, 1817* 

*' 1. The Seminolo negroes captured by the army, will be tafcea: 
** on acoount of Govemment and held sabjeot to the orders rft&0 
** Secretary of War. 

*' 2. The sum <^ eight thousand dollars will be paid to the Creek 
" chie& and warriors by whom they were captured, or who were 
" present at their capture, in full for their claims; the amount to 
'* be apporUoned among the battalions in proportion to the numben»^ 
" respeetiTely taken by each, viz : To tlie first battalion, five thour 
" sand seyen hundred dollars ; to the second battalion, two thovi^ 
" sand dollars ; and to the spy battalion, three hundred dollars. 

''8. To induce the Creeks to take alive, and not destroy, the 
" negroes of citizens who had been captured by the Seminoles, h- 
" reward was promised them for all they should secure* They 
*^ have captured and secured tlurty-five, who have been returned to 
" their owners. The oumers have paid nothing, but the p^miise 
*^ to the Indians must be fulfilled. The sum of twenty dollars will 
" be allowed them for each, from the public im^, 

" 4. Lieutenant Frederick Searle is charged with the exeeotkm 
** of this ordw. He will cause accounts to be made^ in the name 
" of Uie United States, and receipts taken from the Indians in faU» 
'* for all claims to the negroes, both of the Seminoles imd eitiaens. 
" Lieutenant Seariie will call on the Commanding (jeneral for fonds 
" to enable him to comply with this order. 

** 5* Until further orders, the Seminole negroes will remam at 
*' Fort Pike, Louisiana, in ehaa^ of the Assistant Quarter-Master 
" at New Orleans, and in custody of the Commanding Officer of 
'Vthe post. They will be fed and clothed at the public expense." 

This order was ropc»'ted to the Secretary of War, and on fhfi 
seventh of October was approved and became th|» act of ihe Exeee- 
twe ; and the people of the nation became the actual own^s of ' 
these ninety slaves, so far as the Executive could bind them to the 
ownership of human flesh. 
12 
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Such was, nndoabtedlj, the yiew of General Jessup, irho, on the 
frorteenth of September, wrote the CommUsioner of Indian Affiurs, 
saying, " The Seminole negro prisoners are now the property of 
'* the piMic. I have promised Abraham the freedom of his family, 
'^ if he prove &ithful to us ; and I shall surely hang him if he be 
" not faithM.'*! 

This refinement in cruelty by which the life and liberty of a man 
and his family is held out as a bribe to induce him to prove traitor 
to his own kindred and nation, or to be hanged, and his family en- 
slaved in case of refusal, appears worthy a place in the history of 
our (jovemment, in order that our successors may have a correct 
idea of its administration. The intention to enslave Abraham's wife, 
who was an Indian woman and had been the wife of the former 
chief of the nation , and now the wife of the principal chief of the 
I^iles, exhibits a total disregard of the feelings and sympathies of 
the human heart, as well as of the prejudices and conditidn of both 
Exiles and Seminoles. These Exiles were at Fort Pike, near New 
Orleans, where we will leave them for the present, to pursue our 
narrative of events which were transpiring in Florida. 

On the ninth of September, General Jessup wrote Lieutenant 
Searle, as follows : " You will muster the Creek regiment out of 
** servLoe, and honorably discharge them. Then you will proceed 
" to New Orleans, and obtam funds to pay the Creeks for the cap- 
" tured negroes. The chiefe and warriors who were actually in the 
" field at the time of the capture of negroes are alone to receive any 
'* part of the sum allowed. Those who remained in camp and did 
'* not march are to receive nothing. 

" You will examine the prisoners at ' Fort Pike,' (the ninety 
** Exiles,) and cause an accurate description to be taken of them, 
** specifying their names, ages, height, sex, and such other particn- 
" lats as you may deem important. They must all be comfortably 
'* dothed, at the public expense, immediately, by the Assistant 

(1) TlMte teots maj tJl be found ofllciallj xeoorded in Sx. Doc. 78, 2d Sen. ZXVtti Oo»- 
grMfi, and Kz. Doo. 2tf, Sd Sait. XXVUi CongnM. 
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" Quarter-Master at New Orleans, who will keep them proper^ 
"okd." 

It would appear that some difficulty arose with the Choetaw and 
Dekwaro warriors, who had ezpeeted to receive higher wages than 
Ae law aHowed for serviug in the arm j. Sudi had heen dime with 
the Creeks, and undoubtedly had been promised the Ghoetaws and 
Belawares. To quiet these discontents. General Jessup wrote 
Colonel Davenpdrt, on the seventh of November, saying, '* I regret 
** the circumstance to which you refer. The importance of fulfiU- 
*' ing all our engagements with the Indians with the most scrapo^ 
** lous good faith, is unquestionable. To dbmiss them now, might 
" not only cost us another campaign, but may cause us difficulties 
*' on our western border. We must retain them at all hazards. I 
^* wish you to assure them, that our lawi do not authorize the pay- 
" ment of the sum stipulated; but that the enemy has a large 
" property, consisting of ponies, cattle and negroes, and that I will 
** pay them for all the cattle they take, and they will be paid J^ 
** doUanfor every negro, ♦ ♦ ♦ Eepresent to them also, that 
** our country is just, and if they will serve well, I will take their 
** chiefii to Washington, and represent their case to the Great Coun- 
'*cil (Congress), and I have no doubt they will get all that has 
" been promised them." Ke also wrote Captain Armstrong of the 
Choctaw agency, and Captain Bonneville, commanding the Choo> 
taw warriors, encouraging the Indians to faithful effort in order to 
obtain negroes. 

Some of the Georgia volunteers appeared anxious to know defi-^ 
nitely the terms on which they were to expose their lives in these 
dave-catching forays ; and a letter was addressed to Brigadier GezH 
end C. H. Nelson, commanding the Georgia volunteers, by J. A. 
Chambers, aid to (General Jessup, saying, '* We have not the older 
*' book with us at this moment ; but the General directs me to say, 
'' that all Indian property captured belongs to the eapturers." 

On the same day. General Hemiuidez of the Florida militia^ 
found meana to secure King Phillip, an aged diief, who lived aoiaa 
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1$BltBfMi ffrath of &UL Aaguslaiie, witih ekr^ ^Aarn tf Ut, kSb&. 
It may be regarded as somewhat unfortunate, that histoij baa tSsi 
lo giTB us the partioukift of this capture. The subaequent oondnot 
0f General Hernandez may lead the reader to look httfik n^a thfil 
ineideBt of the war with some desire to know the manner of King 
Phillip's capture ; to underftand whether it was peaceful or luislile ; 
and whether anji ai^l how many, white men, ^d how many In* 
dians and Exiles, fell in the conflict ? But we must pass over theses 
par^ulars, as we have no authentic account e(mceming them. 
General Jessup, when ealled on to report to the Secretary <^ War 
as to violations of tfae flag of truce, merely remarks, iucid«[itally> 
that King Phillip and his oompanions were captured by Gk^e^ 
Hemandes* 

Phillip had long been regarded as a chief of influence amotg 
tbe Seminoks. Finding himself a prisoner, he became aaxioua to^ 
see, and converse with, some of his friends ; suid General Heman* 
dez, at his request, gave permission for one oS the prisoners to carry 
tibia talk to his family, inviting them to come and visit him in his 
cap^ty. The message was faithfully delivered to hi? oldest son, 
already known to the readerie ''Wild Cat." He had been an 
ae^e warrior at the massacre of Dade's battalion ; had been (mb- 
secpientiy elevated to the dignity of a chief; had visited General* 
Jessup, under the artides of capitulation of March, 1837, and at^ 
liiat time delivered up " Louis " as his slave, demanding his traii»* 
portation West under those articles; and when he learned the. 
intention of General Jessup to deliver up a portion of the Ibdles to 
slavery, he lef^ Eort Brooke, and again swearing vengeance upoiL 
the enslavers of mankind; became one <^ the most active wanioni^ 
in the Seminole Nation. 

The Cherokee Delegatioi> had reached the Indmn oo«mky. The^ 
address of John Boss was directed to Wild Cat and OsoeoLi, as 
two of the principal S^ainole chiefs. They were together, and 
received the talk of Boss, t^ ChoFokee ohiefi apsuriag ^em of tlie 
integrity and honor of &i^ United States. Afiter dtteooniideralioo, 
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it was deftennined ihat Wild Gat should comply with the filial ol£p 
gations due to hb aged father, hearing with him the peace token of 
Osceola, consisting of a neatly wrought head pipe, together with a 
beautiful white plume, to be presented to General Hernandez, as 
the assurance of Osceola's pacific desires. Co-Hadjo, another chief, 
bore a similar message and emblems. 

These were received by General Hernandez, who oommunioatod 
immediate information thereof to General Jessup. They were 
propositions for negotiating a peace, forwarded at the special request 
and advice of the Cherokee Delegation, who were active in their 
efforts to stop the effusion of blood, and restore harmony between 
our nation and the Seminoles. By direction of General Jessup, 
Hernandez returned various presents to Osceola by Co-Hadjo, say- 
ing, that General Jessup and himself would be glad to hold a eon- 
feronce with them. The same assurances and presents were given 
to Wild Oat, who also became the messenger between General Jes- 
sup and General Hernandez on the one hand, and his brethren on 
the other. With the hope of effecting an arrangement beneficial to 
his friends and to mankind. Wild Cat left San Augustine with the 
promise to return in ten days. 

Punctual to the day, he returned with the very satisfactory assu- 
rance, that Osceola, and one hundred Indians and as many Exilef, 
were on their way toward San Augustine, for the purpose of enter- 
ing upon negotiations. With the intention of hastening their arri- 
val, and manifesting an earnest desire for peace. General Hernan- 
dez proceeded, with Wild Cat and other friendly Seminoles, to meet 
the advancing chiefs, some twenty miles south-west of San Augue- 
tine, at a place called "Pelican Creek." Here he learned that 
Osceola would join them at evening. General Hernandez left a 
quantity of provisions with them, and, desiring them to select theif 
encampment for the next day (Oct. 22) somewhere near Port Pey- 
ton, at which place he would meet them with a proper escort, left 
them, and returned to San Augustine. They accordingly encamped 
the next day near Fort Peyton, situated seven miles south-west from 
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S$m Augofltiiie. Tbej approached tlieir encampnent wllli great 
iformality : Oseeola and other chiefs bearkig ivlike tags, expeeki^g 
.to meet a suitable escort under General Hernandez, with the weH* 
understood intentions of entering upon diplomatic negotiations wt& 
Uiat grave dignity for which the Indian is so much distinguished. 
These flags were kept flying in their encampment through the night 
and ^e next morning. 

At ten o'clock (Oct. 23), General Hernandez, accompanied by 
his staff and by most of General Jessup's stafl^ in full dress, met 
them as had been promised, with the apparent purpose of eseorting 
them to head-quarters at San Augustine. After the ordinary salu- 
tations had been exchanged, instead of preparing to march, General 
Fernandez, from a written paper signed by Gtineral Jessup, read 
ibo following questions addressed to Osceola : ** Are you prepiured 
*^ at once to deliver up the negroes taken from the citizens f Why 
^* have you not surrendered them already, as promised by Co-HadJD 
** at Fort King? Have the chiefe of the nation held a council on 
-"iliis subject ?"i 

Oseeola exhibited the most perfect astonishment at hearing these 
questions propounded at such a moment. He appeared, however, 
Instantly to comprehend his situation. Turning to Co-Hadjo, he 
told to him in his own dialect, *'You must answer; I am choked,*' 
at the same time exhibiting unusual emotion for an Indian chief.* 

(1) Th« iuterroga^ries were embraced in a paper, of which the following is a copy : 

**MBMORANDA OF BPBOIFIO QUJESTI0N8 TO BB ADDBBSSED TO OSCEOLA. 

** Ascertain the object of the Indians in coming in at this time. Also tbdr expectatioB*. 
dm Uuy ptqmred to deliver up the negroes tmken ftom the eitizens^ at onu f Why hiiv* 
.they not surrendered them already, as promised by Co-Hadjo at Fort King ? Have tbe 
chiefs of the nation held a Council in relation to the talk at Fort King ? What chieft at- 
tended that Coancil, and what was their determination ? Hate die ohieft sent a messenger 
With the decisioa of the Council ? Hare the principal ehiefe Micanepy, Jumper, Cloud and 
Alligator nent a messenger ? and if so, what is their message ? Why have not those chiefli 
eeme tbefflselves? 

"(Signed) THOS. S. JESSUP, Jlfc^or 6«»eml Cbmmoiutiiv. 

" Sam AuonsnifB, August 21s^, 1887." 

(D rrom the first and eeoond interrogatories, the reader will see that General Jeseap 
vti IkUly coneeioMSi that the attMnpt to deliTer over those negroee to elaTezy who «■(• 
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At ifan lAotteilt, hf a ooncertbd ngoal, snoed ixoopn at bnoe 
^taxMHiBded the wbole eRCftrnprBent, gatihered lapidly in upoa tUs 
'ttsonpants, made prisoners ef them, and at onoe diBamied tbem. 
Tbej were then niaTChed to San Augostioe, and oleselj imptisoaed 
in the ancient castle of that city. There was about an equal nnD^ 
her of Esiles captured, at this violation of our plighted faith; they 
were, however, sent to Tampa Baj for safe keepmg. 

Wild Gat, having been made the instrument for betrajing Osce- 
ola and oiher friends, feh gresU; indignation at what he r^rded as 
ihe pci^dj practiced upon him and his brethren, and determined 
to escape from his imprisonment so soon as an opportunity sheidd 
off^. But he was imprisoned in the Castle of San Augustine, 
whose gray walls, lofty turrets, battlements and Catbolio chapel, 
must have presented to the young warrior a spectacle in striking 
oontrast with the rude huts in which he was accustomed to lodge, 
m the interior of the Territory. We prefer letting him tell the 
atory of his escape, which we copy from the works of one who was 
then serving in our army.^ Said Wild Cat : 

«Ulin«d by the citizens of Florida, had been the sole cause for renewing the wmt. H» tte- 
tated the first and most important interrogatory propounded to Osceola — ^^Art y9U pn^ 
pared at one* to deliver up the negroes taken from the eitixens? " 

But the second Aovn an important fact which lutd, so &r as we havv informaUon, been 
kept from the public : The words, *^ Why luiTe they not already surrendered them, as 
promised by Co-Harijo at Fort King?^^ This shows thut the arrangement reported bj 
Um to hat« been made with the chiefs, was made with Co-IIac^ only. It will be recol- 
lected, that after the articles of capitulation, In March, when the people of Florida heguk 
to demand their negroes, General Jessup said he would endeavor to make an arrange- 
ment with the chiefis for deliTeriiig up those negrces who had been captured during the war, 
Ji^twt the protest oC the people of Florite bad been addressed to the Secretaxy of War, 
against the peace, unless they were to get their negroes, and the public meeting hdd al 
San Augustine, which expressed the same views, he reported that he had made suck 
mrangement with the chiefs,' but with how many, or wtth which particular ckie^f WM 
nnknown until this interrogatory disclosed the Act, that it was made with one obeoon 
chief only. And whether he were intoxicated, or sober, at the time he attempted 
to act without any authority, to consign hundreds ot his fellow-beings to slavery, without 
their knowledge or consent, does not appear. But every reader at once propocuidi tfa* 
questkm, What<were the terms of that arrangement? If it existed, It should ha?* bm 
veported verbatim to the War Department, and made known to the pubUo. 

(1) Gapt. Sprague, of the Regular lenriee. 



168 TBI SZXLI8 Of ILOBIDA. 

" We were in a Bmftll room, eighteen or twenty feet^qnare. All 
'' Ihe light admitted was through a hole (emhrasore) ahont eightOMi 
** feet firam the flocnr. Through this we must efiect our escape, or 
" remain and die with sickness. A sentinel was constantly posted 
*' at the door. As we looked at it from our hed, we thought it 
" small, but believed tjaat, could we get our heads through, we 
'* should have no further or serious difficulty. To reach the hole 
" was the first object. In order to efl^t this, we from time to time 
** cut up the forage bags allowed us to sleep on, and made them 
** into ropes. The hole I could not reach when upo^ the shoulder 
" of my coitipanion ; but, while standing upon his shoulder, I 
" worked a knife into a crevice of the stone«work as far as I could 
" reach, and upon this I raised myself to the aperture, when I 
" found that, with some reduction of person, I could get through 
** In order to reduce ourselves as much as possible, we took medi- 
" cine five days. Under the pretext of being very sick, we were 
" permitted to obtain the roots we required. For some weeks we 
'* watched the moon, in order that, on the night of our attempt, it 
** should be as dark as possible. At the proper time we com- 
" menced the medicine, calculating on the entire disappearance of 
" the moon. 

'' The keeper of this prison, on the night determined upon to 
•* make the eflfort, annoyed us by frequently coming into the room, 
** and talking and singing. At first we thought of tying him and 
*' putting his head in a bag, so that, should he call for assistance, 
" he could not be heard. We first, however, tried the experiment 
** of pretending to be asleep, and, when he returned, to pay no 
" regard to him. This accomplished our object. He came in and 
" went immediately out ; and we could hear him snore, in the 
** immediate vicinity of the door. I then took the rope we had 
** secreted under our bed, and, mounting on the shoulder of my 
'' comrade, raised myself upon the knife worked into the crevice of 
" the stone, and succeeded in reaching the embrasure. Here I 
^ made fast the rope, that my friend might follow me. I then 
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** passed throngh tbe bole a sufficient length of it to reach the 
•* ground upon the outside (about fifty fe^), in the ditch : I had 
" calculated the distance when going for roots. ^ With much diffi- 
" cultj I succeeded in getting my head through, for the sharp 
" stones took the skin off my breast and back. Putting my head 
" through first, I was obliged to go down head foremost until my 
" feet were through, fearing every moment the rope would break. 
*' At last, safely on the ground, I awaited with anxiety the arrival 
" of my comrade. I had passed another rope through the hole, 
" which, in the event of discovery, Talmeco^Hadjo was to pull, as 
" a signal to me upon the outside that he was discovered, and could 
" not come. As soon as I struck the ground, I took hold of the 
" signal for intelligence from my friend. The night was very dark. 
" Two men passed near me, talking earnestly, and I could see them 
''distinctly. Soon I heard the struggle of my companion, far 
** above md ; he had succeeded in getting his head through, but his 
" body would come no farther. In the lowest tone of voice, I 
" urged him to throw out his breath and then try ; soon after, he 
" came tumbling down the whole distance. For a few moments I 
'' thought him dead. I dragged him to some water close by, which 
" restored him ; but his leg Was so lame he was unable to walk. I 
" took him upon my shoulder to a scrub, near town. Daylight 
" was just breaking : it was evident we must move rapidly. I 
** caught a mule in the adjoining field, and, making a bridle of my 
*' sash, mounted my companion. The mule we used one day; but 
*< fearing the whites would track us, we felt more secure on foot in 
•* the hommock, though moving very slowly. Thus we continued 
" our journey for five days, subsisting on berries, when I joined my 
** band, then assembled on the head-waters of the Tomoka River, 
** near the Atlantic coast. I gave my warriors the history of my 
" capture and escape, and assured them that they should be satis* 
** fied my capture was no trick of my own, and that I would not 
** deceive them." 
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Waaid WM Cat and Idob friencb were imprisoned ftt Ban Atiga»- 
tifte, the Cherokee Delegation bad been aetiyclj engaged in exer- 
tions to indiMe other chiefs and warriors to eome in, for the purpose 
«f asoertaking wha* negotiations could be efiected with General 
Jefisup in &vor of peace. Their objects were of the most humane 
ebatacter. Anxious to stop the further shedding of human blood, 
ibBj had «ome a thousand miles upon this errand of mercy. 

After great effort, Micanopy, the most important chief in the 
Nation, Choud, Toskogee, and Nocose Yoholo, agreed to accom- 
pany a portion of the Cherokee Delegation to General Jessup's 
oasap, lor the purpose of negotiation, or rather to ascertain whether 
f^yrtber negotiaticm were practicable. They were accompanied by 
about seventy-five Indians and forty Exiles. They approached the 
Aoaenoan camp under a flag of truce, that emblem of peace, which 
is reeognized as such by all civilized nations, and treated with 
respect. 

Tfaey reached General Jessup's camp on the third of December, 
in company with a part of the Cherokee Delegation, and confided 
themselves to the poWer of the commanding officer, trusting to the 
baux of our naUon. They were received with apparent respect 
mnd good faith, and remained in camp under the expectation of 
further negottatioa ; of which there was much said, and frequent 
eonversations held. 

After a few days spent in this way, the Seminole chiefs and 
waiTi(»8 were unsuspectingly seized, disarmed, made prisoners, 
hurried on boiurd a steamboat, and sent to San Augustine as pris- 
oners of war. 

As the Cbero^es saw this violation of the flag, they were stmck 
with astonislfflQent, and began to remonstrate against an act which, to 
Aem, f^peared an outrage upon the rules of civilized warfare, and 
which involved them in its guilt, finding remonstrance of no avail, 
tfaey requested permission of General Jessup to converse with the 
Seminoles, in order to assure them that they, the Cherokees, had 
acted in good fiuth, and were in no degree cognizant of the fraud 
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practiced npoo the Seminoles, or implicated in the discreditable 
violation of the flag of trace. This privilege, however, was denied 
them. 

Feeling indignant, and conscious that the Seminoles would charge 
them with complicity, in this violation of faith, they next demanded 
that their principal chief should have an opportunity, in the pres- 
ence of such officer or officers as General Jessup may appoint, to 
see the Seminoles, and explain to them that the Oherokees had in no 
respect participated in the perfidy practiced upon them. To enforce 
this request, they stated to General Jessup that, if the Seminoles 
were sent West, they would thereby become neighbors to the 
Oherokees, and, if they believed the Cherokee Delegation to have 
participated in this transaction, they would never forget it, but 
would thereafter be hostile to them. 

General Jessup at length consented to permit the chief of the 
Oherokees to explain these facts to the Seminoles, in the presence 
of hin^f and officers ; but would not suffer any other m^nber of 
the delegation to attend him.^ 

Tho Seminoles were sent to San Augustine ; and that portion of 
the Oherokees who had accompanied them to General Jessnp's 
camp, at once refused all further effi)rts to restore peace, and re- 
turned to their homes ; leaving, however, some four or five of their 
brethren in the Seminole country, who, ignorant of the occurrences 
just related, continued to urge other Seminoles to make peace upon 
such terms as they believed just — assuring them that the Ameri- 
cans demanded nothing more. 

(1) TUt ataAmmA b takM Mlifely from the Lettevs of Joha Bots «bltf of tttt Obam- 

k«c8,tothftS6cret»iyofW«c In thoM letters, ho relatM the wholotianMcllaiiwIIhgrMi 
force end apparent candor, and, in the name of the Cherokee Nation, boldly arraigns the 
Wl»r Departeaent for this treachery, practiced by a Christian nation tofwsrds a people called 
heathens. These letters may be found at length in Ex. Doc. 827, 2d Scss. XJLTtk Ooof, 
fo^& 



CHAPTER XIII. 

VIGOROUS PROSECUTION OF THE WAR. 

QmvnX Zaduoy TaylOT— His character and past lerrice— His expedition— Batda of 
Okechobee — His loss— Returns to Withlacoocfaiee— Repudiates the work of catdiing 
Slayes—RxilesdeliyeredoTer to bondage — Regular Troops despise such Knploymeot 
— Indian prisoners indignant at the outrages perpetrated agahist the Exiles — Separated 
firam Exiles — Are sent to Charlestcm — Exiles to Tampa Bay — Further efforts to re-en- 
slave Exiles— Oeneral Jessup mores South- Skirmish of Loca Hatchee — Erects Fort 
Jiipiter — Is persuaded to propose peace on basis of permitting Indians and Exiles to re- 
main in Florida — Sends one of the Exiles to the enemy with these propositions — Ha 
returns with Hallec Hi\jo — Parties agree to hold Council and endeavor to form Treaty oa 
that basis— Indians and Exiles meet for that purpose— Letter to Secretary of War— > 
&is answer— Indians and Exiles treacherously seized— Their numbers— Alligator and 
others surrender — Exiles sent to Fort Pike — Indians sent to Charleston. 

General Zachary Tatlor was in command of an efficient force 
IftftT 1 ^^ *^^ western part of Florida, holding his head-quarters at 
Tampa Bay. He had been thirty years in service ; had 
distinguished himself in battle, and was regarded as an officer of 
great merit. Looking to the honor of our flag and the prestige of 
the service, he appears to have borne himself entirely above all 
effi)rt8 to prostitute the powers of the nation to the reenslavement 
of the Exiles. He was particularly opposed to the plan of Genera] 
Jessup, directing that all negroes captured should be the slaves of 
the captors.^ 

It now became evident that there was hard fighting to be done. 
General Taylor was at all times ready for such service. It is one 

(l)Vlde letter of General T^rlor to GommtailoiMr of Indkii AflUn, Sz. Doe. 226, M 
8ess. XXVth Goagress. 
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of tbe imperfections of human government, Uiat the men who oon- 
6eiye and direct the perpetration of great national crimes are osoally 
exempt from the immediate dangers which heset those who act 
merely as their instruments in the consummation of transcendent 
wrongs. Had General Jackson and General Cass been assured 
they would have been tbe first individuals to meet death in their 
oSorta to enslave the Exiles, it is doubtful whether either of then# 
would have been willing to adopt a policy which should thus con- 
sign them to premature graves. Or had Mr. Yan Buren, or his 
Cabinet, at the time of which we are now writing, been conscious 
that, in oarrying on this war for slavery, they would fall victims to 
their own policy, it may well be doubted whether either of them 
would have laid down his life for the safety of that institution ; yet 
they were evidently willing to sacrifice our military officers and 
soldiers to maintain the degradation of the African race. 

General Jessup had written General Taylor, that all hope of ter- 
minating the war through the agency of the Gherokees, was at an 
end; that Sam Jones and the Mickasukies had determined to 
fight to the last. He, therefore, directed General Taylor to pro- 
ceed, with the least possible delay, against any portion of the ene- 
my he might hear of within striking distance. General Taylor at 
once concentrated such force as he deemed necessary for the con- 
templated expedition. Hk Uttle army was composed of regulars 
and volunteers, including nearly one hundred Delaware and Shaw* 
nee Indians, who had been induced to join the army under the 
expectation of obtaining plunder by the capture of slaves. His 
whde force amounted to nearly eleven hundred men. Conscious 
tiiat he was expected to encounter the full force of the enemy, if he 
oould succeed in bringing them to action, he left his artilleiy; 
divested his troops of all heavy baggage, and prepared, as &r as 
possible, fi>r a rapid movement. With him were some of the most 
valued officers in the service of Government ; men on whom he could 
lely with confidence, and who were worthy to command veteran 
troops. With this force, he left his encampment on the morning 
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of A* Hbetocnth of Deotmber, and direeled his wwtBO fMA^ftflU 
wiid^, in Ae direotton wbere, it was said, Sam Jones and hia 
faces Here encamped. As he advanced into the interior, he diseor- 
ered signs of Indians; and, through the eflRnrts of Captain Barks* 
a hal^-breed chief, who commanded the Delawares and ^Shawneea, 
he indnced Jumper, and a few &milies of the Seminoles and some 
lew Exiles, to come in and emigrate under the articles of capkula* 
tkm of March previous. On the twenty-second of December, being 
the third day of their march, they found conclusive evidence that 
diey were in the vicinity of the enemies' principal force, but found 
it difficult to bring them to action. That night every precaution 
was taken against surprise. The neoessaiy patrols were kept out, 
sentinels douUed, and the troops dept upon their arms. They 
oonfidently expected to engage the enemy th# next day. 

But the allies were cautious ; they passed from swamps, through 
hommoeks, and over prairies, constantly keeping too far in advance 
of our army to incur any danger. In this manner the whole of 
tiiat day was occupied. 

At night the troops bivouacked as on the previous ni^. Thej 
wers in the deepest recesses of the Indian Country, surrounded by 
swamps, everglades and hommoeks : through these they had groped 
their way for a hundred mUes. Up to this time, the mounted 
ToluAteers had managed to keep their horses with them, knowing 
they might be usdPul in battle. But the enemy indicated an un^ 
wSiingness to encounter our tro^ with the advantages lAklk that 
mounted men would possess ov^ them* 

Early on the momiag of the twenty-fourth, the taroops were agal» 
put in motion : the enemy keepkig sufficiently in advance to be be* 
yond Ab reach of musket or rifle balls. (General Taylor and his 
foUowefa were in close pursuit; ami as the iWes left a swaaqpi, or 
hommodc, or prairie, TaylcHT and his men Altered it, hoping to brings 
Oft a general aetaen. 

Ati^bdttt ten o'clock, tbe enemy w«Pe tmoed taaswanp of some- 
ttooffottrihs of a mile in wMUh» thickly covered with mmi^naa, m^ 
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kss thftQ four ^t in lieigbt. Through it flotred a tarUd streftm; 
whose enrrent was scarcely perceptible, while it seemed to steelell 
away to the left in an endless savanna, and to the right it appeared 
to deepen into an impassable morass. After the proper reeonnouk 
sance, it was found that it could not be passed by horses ; and on 
the farther side a thick hommook reached down to the very edge of 
the swamp. 

It was now plain that the enemy intended to make a stand at 
this point, and give battle. Perhaps the whole territory did not 
famish a more advantageous position than that now occupied by Uie 
idlied forces. General Taylor saw at a glance the difficulties which 
lay before him. Ho well understood the superiority of the enemy '« 
position, but determined to maintain the honor of the servioe. Hq 
did not hesitate in entering upon the conflict. His arrangemeatt 
were soon made. The volunteers were directed to dismount, and 
act on foot. Knowing well that the battle was to be fought here 
if anywhere, he directed his troops to divest themselves of all bag- 
gage, which together with the horses, was left under the charge of 
a small guard. His troops entered the swamp in two lines. The 
first was composed of the volunteers, spies, and friendly Indians, 
under the command of Colonel Gentry. They were ordered to en- 
gage the enemy, and maintain their ground until reinforced ; or, if 
oompelled to fall back, they were directed to form immediately in 
rear of the second line, and await orders. 

They entered the swamp/ in this manner at about twelve o^clook* 
The sun was shining pleasantly, and a quiet stillness appeared to 
pervade the scene around them. They passed the stream in safety, 
and the front line was approaching the thi(^ hommock in front 
There, too, all was silent ; not an enemy to be seen ; no voice wav 
heard, nor could they discover any eviience of animal life wiUnnf 
the dense forest before them. 

There, however, lay Wild Cat and his band, and the prophet and 
other mighty ehiefe of the nation with their followers. Wild Oal 
kad been stimulated to desperation by what he regarded the peirftd^ 
13 
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wliiiph Ee had juat escaped. Host of the ExileSi who raBmiaed 
UnoDg the Seminoles,^ and were capable of bearing arms, were coir 
kcted here under their respective leaders. They had retreated to 
this point for the purpose of separating our troops from their horaeSr 
imd then ei^gagii^ tb^m at such superior advantage as would b^ 
most likely to insure victory. Their spies had climbed into the 
Tery tops of the trees, whence they had witnessed every movement 
of our troops in the swamp, and given constant information to theit 
eomrades who wei^ on the ground, and who, acting under the 
information thus received, were enabled to place themselves direo^ 
ia front of Aose who were pursuing them. Every warrior wan 
ptotected by a tree, and the thick foliage of the hommock shielded 
wmy movement &om the scrutiny of our spies and offioers. 

Soon BB the first line, commanded by Colonel Gentry, osm* 
iritUn point-blank shot of the hommock, the allies opened a heavy 
fiife upon thenu The saw-grass was so high as partially to protect 
die bodies of our men from view ; but the fire was very hkaL 
Cotonel Gentry, the gallant commander of the volunteers^ fell at 
ijbe first fire ; his son, an interesting youth, acting as sergeant-major^ 
was wounded almost at the same moment. Captain Childs, and 
lieutenants Bogers and Flanagan, of the same regiment, and Actr 
ijBg Migor Sconce, and Lieutenants Hare and Gordon of the i^iea» 
and twenty-four men, fell wounded at the very commencement of 
fjbe action. 

It was hardly to be expected that militia would stand nich a fire 
They broke, fell back, and instead of halting in the rear of tha^ 
regulars as directed, they continued their flight across the swamp^ 
ta the place where they left their horses ; nor were the officers of 
Cteneral Taylor's staff able to induce them again to join their oon^, 
rades, who soon became engaged in a most deadly conflict. 

But the regulars: moved steadily to the charge, under Colonel 
Thompson, a. most gallant and estimable offieer. General Taylon 
n^: ** The weight of the enemy's fire seemed to be oonoentratedi 
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**tiip(m five oomponies of iiie 6tfa Infai^, wli«# not okify stbod 
"firm, but contanned to advanoe mit^ their gaUiint comitiaiidor/ 
''Lieut Colonel Thompson, and his adjutant, Lieutenant CenteHr, 
'^ were killed ; and every officer, with one eiception, as well ad 
"most of the non-commissioned officers, inbluding the sergeant- 
** major, and four of the five orderly sergeants, were killed or 
** wounded. When that portion of the regiment retilred a Short' 
" distance and reformed, it was found that one of diese companies' 
" had but four men Untouched,^* 

Amid these difficulties, Lieut. Colonel Foster of the 4th Infantry, 
with six companies, numbering about oiie hundrdl and fifty men, 
gmed the hommook in good order, and, after maintaining' W 
g^und a short time, charged upon the allies and drove them honf 
the field, with the loss of nine Indians and one Of the £kUes kilM, 
and eleven wounded. 

The battie commenced at half-past twelve M., Und cOntiiitled' 
nearly three hours, and proved the most desperate, and to Otii^ 
troops the most fatal conflict which occurred during the wiir. It 
was past three o'clock in the afbemoon when the allies gave up tbe^ 
field, for which they had contended against a fiiroe more t&nii' 
double their own numbers. 

Qetieral Taylor and his surviving dficers were now kf^ to aSbef* 
tain their loss, and contemplate the expense of subduing eveti^ a> 
lavage people, fighting fi>r their homes, their firmdes, iimtUderUa: 
And we lure led to think if those Northern statesmen who, ^ mknf 
years subsequent to that date, were accustomed to inqnhre, WhaM* 
has the nation to do with slavery ? had been present mid propound^ 
ed that qneistion to General Taylw or his officers, they would have" 
been silently pointed to twenty-six deed bodies of their deceased 
comrades, then lifeless upon the ground, and to one hundred aUd 
twelve wounded officers and soldiers ^ who were prostrated in tbat^: 
swamp and hommock, suffering all the pangs which mortals are 
ekkpable of enduring ; but the language of their gallant comrnan^ 
blotter expresses his feelings than any -which we can command. 
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In bi0 official vepo^, General Taylor says : " We snfiered mwHnt 
** haying twenty-^ix killed and one hundred and twelTO wonnded, 
" among whom are some of our most valuable officers. * * Soon 
" as the enemy were completely broken, I turned my attention to 
" taUng care of the wounded, to facilitate their removal to my 
" baggage, where I had ordered an encampment to be formed. * *- 
" And here I tm^ I may be permitted to say, that I experienced 
" one of the most trying scopes of my life ; and he who could have 
** looked on it with indifference, his nerves must have been very 
'* diflferently organized from my own. Besides the killed, among 
" whom were some of my personal friends, there lay one hundred 
"and twelve officers and soldiers, \du> had accompanied me one 
** hundred and forty-five miles, through an unexplored wilderness, 
" without guides; who had so gallantly beaten the enemy, vmder 
" my orders, in his strongest positions ; and who had to be con* 
** veyed back, through swamps and horomocks, from whence we set 
** out, without any apparent means of doing so." 

The n^t day was occupied in burying the dead, mid^ing litters 
for the tranqpcurtation of the wounded, and preparing for their return' 
to Withkcooohee^ One hundred and thirty-eight men had fallen 
in this single conflict, victims to the policy of our Government, in 
attempting to restore to a state of slavery men who abhorred and 
had fled from it The allies had also suffered severely. General 
Tffylor reported that ten of their dead and wounded were left oa 
the field.^ . But no prisoners were taken, no slaves were captnred ; 
and those Indians who had come from Arkansas to Florida, for the 
purpose of sharing in slave-catching forays, found it a fisur more 
dangerous employment, and one of more difficulty, than they had 
expected. 

On the morning of the twenty-sixth, General Taylor, with his 
Ask and wounded, left his encampment, and, after encountering 

(1) Mr. Spnfae aaja there were three hundred Inilaa mad negro wftrrtort eogifed Ja 
thli bettle, and that their lois wai ten Indians and one negro killed, and eloTen wounded ; 
elwwing a great Hefudtj between their lose and General Taylor's. 
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: great difficulties, reached Withlaooocbee on the ttiirty-first of De- 
cember ; haying been absent twelve days. He made a brief official 
report of this expedition, and of the severe battle he had fought. 
This report was quietly filed away in the War Department, and 
but few, even of our public men, appeared to be fully conscious 
that he had performed meritorious service in the Florida war.^ 

But while General Taylor was thus quietly engaged in the 
most hazardous service. General Jessup was active in securing 
negroes, and employing the military power of the nation, so far 
as able, to seize and return fugitives to their owners. It would 
exceed the limits of our present work, were we to notice the 
eSbrta of various individuals claiming to have lost slaves. The 
Indian Bureau at Washington was engaged in this service, and 
applications were constantly made for slaves to the commanding 
officer. These applications were usually referred to some quarter- 
master, or pay-master, for decision ; and if such inferior officer be- 
longed to the militia, the person claimed was usually delivered over 
to bondage, whether the claimant had ever seen him previously 
or not. It is a matter of astonishment that our National Adminis- 
tration, guided by a Northern President (Mr. Van Buren), should 
have permitted a pay-master or quarter-master of militia, to sit m 
grave examination of the right of their fellow-men to liberty* to act 
as judge, jury and counselor, in cases involving the rights with 
which the God of Nature had endowed them. 

But to the honor of our army, it was said that both officers and 

* 

(1) In 1848, Geoflnl l^lor wai th« Whig oandidato for Prcridrat at tti« United SUtes ; 
and so little was the history of this war known to oar statesmen or politieiaos, tliat it it 
believed no newspaper, or stamp orator, or adToeate of his election, ever related or reHnrMd 
(0 this most gallant act of hto life. He had himself, daring the war, exUbltad no partioi- 
lar sympathy in the work of catching and enslaTing negroes ; on the contrary, he had 
ezptessod his detestation of that policy. Of course the slave power, not wlUing to make 
open war apon him, had permitted his name to rest without connecting it with the per- 
fbrmanoe of any brilliant or humane acts. The casuist may say, that he oughc not to 
bare serred in such a war, and that no gallantry displayed in such a cause ought to rtfleei 
•ridit apon any man. Bat General Taylor, Mke other men, should bo jiidfsd by the tteeii 
the customs, the morality of the age in which he lived. 
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JD^B ,of the legoUr o^rvioe^ gener^j Uld Uie innlc of oatddag 
drives in snprame contempt. More than tbi«e hundred heavy 
docom^tary pages were conuDum(^ted to Congress on this snljedt, 
nearly all of which are filled with extracts of letters, reports^ orders, 
opinions and directions concerning slaves, connected with this 
Florida war.* 

Great difficulty arose among the Indians in consequence of the 
reenslavement of their friends, the Exiles. They felt the outrage 
with as much apparent keenness as though it had been perpetrated 
upon themselves. To prevent these difficulties. General Jessup 
separated the Exiles from their Indian allies, whenever they sur- 
jrendered or were taken prisoners.^ 

In pursuance of this pkn, he isent Osceola and the other Indians 
aeised at Fort Peyton ; and Micanopy, and others who had come into 
his own camp for the purpose of negotiating a treaty, to Charieston, 
South Carolina ; while the Exiles were sent, some to Tampa Bay 
und other j^aces, to be subjected to the inspection of men who 
nrofessed to have been their previous owners. 

General Jessup, in the very elaborate defense of his proceedings, 
4ated July, 1838, justifies this policy of separating the Indians and 
jSxijles by saying, that he learned the year previous, from prisoners 
captured, that the Indians through the Seminole negroes had en- 
tered into arrangements with their slaves that so soon as hostilities 
riiould commence, the latter were to join their masters, and take 
up arms ag^nst the whites. This information, representing the In- 
dians as entering into negotiation with their own slaves through the 
" Seminole negroes "(Exiles), bears the character of fiction ; yet it 
is gravely set forth in an official report, and we are bound to treat 
it respectfully .3 

(1) Vide Ex. Doc., 2d Seas. XXVth CongroM, No. 226. 

(^) Vid« Gettwia Je8S]0p'i letter to GoDanJ Arbuckle, 8 VoL Ex. Boa., 2d S«i. XXVth 



(t) VMe CtentrU JMmip'a htjtar to ChMBmiidontt <tf Indian Aflkln, Sx. ^^ 
Ito. 
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dl tbe relatioiis of domes^ life were disx«gaidod. 1^ indisi 
husband was separated fiom ^ wife he bad selected anoag ll» 
danghfeOTS of the Exiles ; and the Indian w% was tepamt^ irom 
her more «il;de husband. The dai^er colorod prisoners were hur- 
ried to Tampa Bay, and the red men and women were aeo^ to 
Chaiieston for safe keeping. 

Up to the ecunmeneement of the year 18B8, Qe^eral Jessup mp- 
pears to have been mostly employed in efforts to obtain peaet % 
negotiaition and in du'eoting the moyements of Tariooa deteebments 
of the army, who did not require his pm-scmal attendanoe, aad 
making arrangements ht the delivery of negroes to their s«p|)iOs«d 
former owners ; but had found very littte ^me to mingle ki iSke 
dangers of the field. Brigadier General Taylor had performtd a 
most hazardous service ; and it aj^eared proper that the Command- 
ing General should also strike a blow that wouM dyangairii Us 
administn^ion of the military department of the territory. 

Early in January, he moved south, with about five fattl- 
dred mounted men, well provided. On the twenty-focatii, 
%t about twelve o'clock, he encountered the ''alUes," ne«P the 
*Locka-Hat(^ee," and a short skirmish followed, in wl^eh the 
G^aeral was himself wounded somewhat severely in the arm. 0e 
tosteevett men killed and thirty wounded. The enemy yielded Uie 
fieldto our troops, but left neither dead nor wounded upon Ae 
0cene)f conflict, nor is it known whether they sustained Any loss 
whate>r. General Jessup expresses the belief that there were not 
more t%n a hundred warriors engaged on the part of the enemy. 
On the venty-fifih, he erected a stockade called " Fort tTupiter/' 
Here he \y until the fifth of February, when he moved forward 
some twelN miles, where, it is said, some of his officers — G^t^ral 
Eaton anoothers — proposed that General Jessup should make 
terms with t) Indians and their allies, and permit them to remain 
in the countr^ confining them to the southern portion of the Terri- 
tory. He, hyever, moved forward another day's march, whep* 
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bebg calbd on bj Colonel Twiggs, and leafBing that ife inB the 
•gsaeial desire of tiie c^oera, he says he determiaed to send a met- 
mogisc to the Indians, ofl&ring them peaoe. 

The first messenger dispatched on this servioe was one of the 
Bales, or, as (jeneral Jessop called him, a '* Seminole negro." 
Ihia man soon retwmed with several Indians, among whom wjeis a 
snb^hief named " Halleo Hajo," who was willing to hold a oon- 
Imnoe, and expressed a desire to remain in the country ; bat said^ 
if compelled, they most go West. 

General Jessup insisted that '* Toshkogee," the prineipal diief 
in that neighborhood, should attend, and hold a Council the next 
day ; and that the Indians should give up their arms. Halleo Hi^ 
at once refused to comply with such condition. He would meet in 
Council, but would never surrender his anos. 

On the morning of the eighth of February, Toshkogee and Hal- 
leo Hajo met Ckneral Jessup agreeably to appointment An inter- 
change of opinions and views took place, and the General agreed to 
recommend the conclusion of a peace upon the hasis of allowing 
. the itUies ta remain in the country, and occupy a suitable portion 
' of the southern part of the Territory. It was also agreed that f 
^ oertain territory, near the place of negotiation, should be occupid 
bjr Ae Indians and their fiunilies, where they should be safe, M 
might remain until the views of the Executive should be a^er- 
feaiqed.^ 

In pursuance of this arrangement of treating upon the b^is of 
, permitting the allies to remain in the country, many of tb Semi- 
noles and Exiles collected with the expectation that the a/^oment 
was to be carried out in good &ith. ^ 

On the next day, General Jessup addressed a long cflamunksa- 
tioa to the Secretary of War, in which he gives his vie^ ^poa the 
policy of immediate emigration somewhat at length, a^ advises ite 
abandonment in the following language : 

(1) This is tho view which GencnJ Jwsup gives of Um tnnsaetioiA* ^>^t 8th Voi, 
('liSwi.XXVIh00DsrMt ^ 
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''In i^ttd to the SemiBoleg, we haye committed the error of 
'' attempting to remove them when their lands were not required 
" for agricoltoral purposes ; when they were not in the way of the 
"white inhabitants, and when the greater portion of their country 
" was an unexplored wilderness, of the interior of which we were as 
" ignorant as of the interior of China. We exhibit in our present 
*' contest Uie first instance, perhaps, since the commencement of 
" authentic history, of a nation employing an army to explore a 
" country, (for we can do little more than explore it,) or attempt- 
" ing to remove a band of savages from one unexplored wilderness 
" to another. 

'' As a soldier, it is my duty, I am aware, not to comment upon 
" the policy of the Government, but to carry it out in accordance 
" with my instructions. I have endeavored faithfully to do so ; but 
" the prospect of terminating the war in any reasonable time is any 
'' thing but flattering. My decided opinion is, that, unless tmm«- 
" diate emigration be abandoned, the war will continue for years to 
*' come, and at constantly accumulating expense. Is it not, then, 
** well worthy the serious consideration of an enlightened Cbvem- 
" ment whether, even if the wilderness we are traverung could bd 
** inhabited by the white man, (which is not the fact,) the object 
" we are contending for would be worth the cost? I do not oer- 
" tainly think it would ; indeed, I do not consider the country 
" south of Chickasa-Hatchee worth the medicines we shall expend 
** in driving the Indians from it.'' 

To this communication the Secretary of War replied : ''In the 
" present stage of our relations with the Indians residing within 
** the States and Territories east of the Mississippi, including the 
** Seminoles, it is useless to recur to the principles and motives 
*' which induced the Government to determine their removid to the 
** West. The acte of the Executive, and the laws of Congress, 
** evince a determination to carry out the measure, and it is to be 
" regarded as the settled policy of the country. In pursuance of 
** this policy, the treaty of Payne's Landing was made with tha 
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^'Swunohs; aod Ae ohtracter of the officer Miipk^ oa tte part 
" of tbe GoY^raaieiili is z gaarantee of the peilecily Me maamm 
'* whidi that negotiation was eondueted and oooebded. Whether 
** the Goyemment ought not to have waited mitil 1^ Seminoles 
'* were pressed apon by the white popuktioii, and ^leir lands be- 
*' eome necessaty to the agrioaltural wants of the commttnitj, is not 
*' a question for the Executive now to consider. The treaty has 
** been ratified, and is the law of the land ; and the constitutional 
^' 4u<y of the President requires that he should cause it to be exe- 
'* oiited. I cumot, therefore, authorize any arrangement with the 
" Seminoles by which they will be permitted to remain, or assign 
'* them any portion oi the Territory of Horida as their future resi- 
** denoe. 

** The Department indulged the hope, that, with the extensive 
^ »eai» placed at your disposal, the war by a vigorous effi)rt might 
** be brought to a close this campaign. If, however, you are of 
" (fusion that, from the nature of the country and the character 
" of the enemy, such a result is impracticable, and that it is advisa- 
•• We to make a temporary arrangement with the Seminoles, by 
'' whidi tbe safety of the settlements and posts will be secured 
** throughout the summer, you aro at liberty to do so." 

Oraeral Jessup had previously represented the subjection of the 
Seminoles as an object easily to be accomplished. He had so 
vepresented in his letter to Mr. Blair^ in 1836, which occasioned 
the withdrawal of General Scott, and his own appointment to the 
ooramand of the army in Florida. He had himself been in com* 
mand more than a year, and the War Department was doubtless 
somewhat astonielied at his recommendation now to adopt the policy 
which the Indians and Exiles had ttom the first been ready to ac- 
cept. Ho was probably somewhat mortified at seeing his propod* 
tion so coldly received, and the whole responsibility of carrying it 
oat placed upon himself, upon condition that he was satisfied no- 
thing better could be accomplished. He had done all in his power 
to eflfeot the objects so much cherished by the Administration. Bui 
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Ae Swsn^txy of Wtet 8l31 urged Ute eastjtng 4)ot ef jdw timty^if 
BBiyae's Laac^g, a(^ noe^dmg to its kltor and qnm, ^ aoeond- 
log to tbe imoatural and unexprntod ^ons^metioB y^hkh. G^Mienl 
Jaekaon placed upon it, alter oomplaints were auide agakueit Ae 
Seminoles bj the people of Floiida. It is dso endent tbat no in- 
tention of ezeeuting it aeeording to tlie sapplemeiital tveat j entered 
into bj the Seminole Delegates while at ^e West, wasentertamed 
bj the Administration. No measnres had been takm for estabUsh- 
ing the boundaries between the Seminoles and the Oreeks ; nor do 
we hear of anjr intention to fnifiil that stipulaUon. On ^e «ontnpf, 
it had been constantly asserted bj the Secretary of Wur, that the 
Seminoles and Creeks were to be united as one people. 

Hie Commanding General, in the opinion (£ many statesmen, 
had e(»npromited the honor of the service, and violated the j^igfated 
faith of the nation by treaoheroosly seizing Indians and Exiles 
who had approached the army under the white flag, whidt had eo 
kng been regarded as a sacred emblem of peace by all eivi&ed 
nations ; yet, notwithstanding dieae circumstances, his propositions 
were in spirit rejected, although in language he had be^ aut^rized 
to negotiate a temporary peace upon the basis he had proposed. 

It is believed that the substance of this answer had beeome to 
some extent known, or suspected by the Indians, for Qeneral Jes- 
Bup admits he received the decision of the Secretary of War on the 
seventeenth ; and on the nineteenth, he directed the diiefis to meet 
him in Council on the twentieth, at twelve o'clock. For some 
eause, the Indiat^s and their allies appear to have been indisposed 
to do this, and he directed Colonel Twiggs to seize them, and hold 
^lem prisoners ; and he reported to the War Department that, by 
tills movement, '' five hundred and thirteen Indians, and one hun- i 
dred and nxty-five negFoes, were secured." ^ 

Of this transaotion we can only speak from the account given of 
it by General Jessup. From his report, certain important fiiota ate 

(1) Vide Beport of General Jeanip to the Secretarj of Ww, Ex. Doc., 84 Seu. ^Vth 
Coagreu. 
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dearly nndentood. For instance, be annonnoes to tbo Lidiaiw 
and Exiles a proposition to treat with them, ^fon tke ham of per- 
mitUng them to remain in the country. That, for the parpose of 
entering into sndi a negotiation, ihej collected near Fort Jupiter ; 
and that, wiihont any attempt to negotiate, and while thej were in 
his camp, thej were unexpectedly seised against their will ; and 
that Passac Micco, and fourteen others, escaped capture. Nor does 
General Jessap pretend that one of those six hnndred and seventy- 
eight persons vohaUarily surrendered. It is certain, that'' however 
Inmorable the intentions of General Jessup were, the Indians and 
the Exiles were deceived, and, as they believed, treacherously dealt 
with. 

The official register of colored persons seized at Fort Jupiter, 
represents one hundred and fifty-one as properly beloDging to tl^ 
Seminoles, or as " Seminole negroee,'*^ the term usually applied to 
the Exiles by General Jessup and his officers ; and fourteen are 
represented as the slaves of citizens of Florida. These people were 
soon hurried off to Tampa Bay, where they were confined within 
the pickets, upder a strong guard. Fort Brooke now presented to 
ilie eye of a stranger all the external appearances of a first class 
"slave ^Eiotoiy" upon the African coast. The Exiles who had 
been betrayed at Fort Peyton and other ^ places, and not delivered 
over to slave-hunters, were also here; and the number had so 
greatly increased, that many had to be sent to New Orleans for 
safe keeping. 

When the Exiles seized at F(nrt Jupiter arrived at Tampa Bay, 
they found, among Uiose already diere« many old acquaintances, 
friends and relatives, who had been taken at other places. Fami- 
lies, in some instances long separated, were once more unitedr; 
husbands, whose wives and children had been seised and long 
imprisoned at Tampa Bay, now rejoined their families, and were 
in some degree compensated for 'the mortification of bavbg been 
made prisoners by treachery. 

But fiithers and husbands, whose children and wives were cap- 
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tared bjlteOitdQi netfWltbla<H)oohee and other pUoBfldo^ th« 
pretiotts yeftr/ now locked around for their families in vain. On 
making inqtily, they were informed their friends had been taken 
tp Fort Pike, whioh had now become a general depot for the Impria- 
onment of Exilesi. 

IhB Indians wh6 had been oaptnred by this <'conp d'etat," 
were sent to Charleston, South Carolina, for safe keeping ; and' 
the negroes reported upon the. registry as ** slaves of citizens of 
Florida," were without ceremony delivered over to those who 
claimed to be their masters. 

We have now reached a period of the war- at whioh we are con- 
strained to admit our inability to give a full or accurate history of 
the various captures of Exiles, or of the reenslavement of those 
captured. 

Captain Sprague, who had the advantages of personal observa- 
tion and experience during the war, says that General Hernandez 
of the Florida Militia, serving principally in the eastern part of the 
Territoiy, '* captured some important chiefs, and restored to citizens 
** more than three hundred negroes who had been captured by the 
'* Indians." But the means which he used for their capture is 
not stated. 

General Jessup informs us, also, that Abraham, the negro chief, 
and two Indians, were sent to the Seminoles west of the Okechobee, 
and prevailed upon Alligator, and three hundred and sixty Indians 
and negroes, to surrender to Colonel Smith and General Taylor. 
But what proportion of this number were Exiles, we are not in* 
formed ; nor are we told of the means used, or the assurances given, 
to induce them to surrender. It is certain, that many oi the chiefo 
alleged that the Cherokee Delegation assured their friends, that 
they would be permitted to remain in their own country, and that 
the President was desirous of making peace upon those terms; and 
General Jessup says, that the negro chief Abraham, and another 
negro interpreter named Auguste, gave the same information* 
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Abn&fim liad in &et! £etftted <ho sappI^noMd tMty, entend'iiilft^ 
1^ tho ddegation while ib Uie WeatMni Goaatiy, and was ttade to^ 
believe) al all l&aes, iiiat &e OoT«nimeiit would fulfill^ and a1btd0> 
by, the terms of this soppkmefital tareaiy. It waa on thiii een^ 
viction that he acted, and he appears never to have doubted Aa' 
good&ithof the Execulive im^ he actually arrived httiieWeBtim 
GoimtEy, 
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QBEAT DUnCULTIES INTERRUPT THE PROGRESS OF THE WAS. 

JfltoBoM^theOlerok^ChfeftdflnMids^theralMworWHdCatMid other ChkA-~AB* 
iwer of Secretary of War — Mr. Everett's reBolution in CongreM — Secretary^! Report — 
General Jessap's answer — Agitation in Congress — Hon. John Qaincy Adams — Hon. 
WilUam Slade— Difficulty with Creek Warriors— The Exiles who had b«>n e^itiired bf 
tbfl Creeks —Arrangements for emigrating both Indians and Exiles — Indians at Charles- 
ton, and Negroes at Tampa Bay, transported to Fort Pike — Families again nnited — 
Sympathy exdted — General Gaines becomes engaged in their behalf — HIsikoMeeon- 
4aet — Knbarrassment of Commissioner of Indian Affairs, and of the Secretary hi Wa* 
— Singular arrangement — Discrepancies unexplained — A Slare-dealer professes to 
purchase ninety ot the Edles, in order to relleTo the Goremment- Appoint* hit 
bratlMv4ii-]RW an A^snt to reoel?« them — Department furnishes the naoenaiy to u e lwir 
—Sudden change of policy — Sixty Exiles claimed by a Slare-dealer named Lore — Gon- 
eral Gfdnes appears on behalf of Exiles— His able defense — Court renders judgment 
jMsehayging Rule— Thirty-«ix ExBes released by Love— Lieutenant Reynolds ivltli Urn 
Ittdiws^awl aabot tbssa thkty-dx Exiles^ take passage for forfcQUJMn. 



' While General Jessnp was engaged in carrying out the designs 
of the Administration by artifice, and by force, events of a seriong 
character were transpiring at Washington which demanded the 
attention of both the Executive and himself. John Boss, principal 
chief of the Cherokee Nation, learning the manner in which Osceola, 
Wild Cat, and other Seminole ohiefii and wnriore, had been be- 
trayed and seized, while visiting General Jessnp under a flag of 
trace, by advice and at the suggestion of Uie Cherokee Delegatioii, 
wrote an able and very spirited letter to the Secretaiy of War, 
demanding the rdeaae of the prison^ra thus captured in, violatioa 
of the principles of civilised warfare. 

(189) 
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The Secretaiy attempted a vindication oi Qeneral Jessnp, and 
an interesting correspondence followed, marked with great ability, 
in which Koss, with much force, exhibits what he seemed to regard 
as the perfidious treatment to which the Seminoles had been sub- 
jected, while acting under the advice of himself and his country* 
men, and protected by the flag of truce, which had ever been 
recognized and held sacred as tiie inviolable emblem of peace. 
This was the first exposure of the manner in which this disastrous 
war had been conducted. Up to that time no member of Congress, 
or Executive officer, appears to have uttered an objection or protest 
against the war, or against the manner in which it was carried on. 
Boss was at the city of Washington, and mingled freely with mem- 
bers of Congress, and in private conversations called their attention 
to the facts stated.^ 

Mr. Everett, of Vermont,^ a man of great experience and 
aUlity, moved a resolution (March 21) in the House of Bepn^ 
sentativcs, calling on the Secretary of War for such information as 
he possessed touching the capture of Indians, while visiting the 
American army under flags of truce. The resolution was adopted, 
and, in reply, the Secretary of War (April 11) transmitted the 
answer of General Jessup, in which he rests his justification, upon 
the bt^d faith which, he alleges, the Indians had previously exhibit- 
ed towards the United States. This answer occupies some fifteen 
documentary pages, most of which are filled with the fkcts already 
known to tiie reader. 

(1) Thew Acts may all be found in the 4th, 5th, 7th, 8th, 11th & 12th Tols-of Bx. Doe^ 
9d Seas. XXVth Congreu ; the letters of Roes and correspondence of General Jeisap, and 
oflcial reports, occupying sereral hundred pages. 

(S) Honwe Ererett, who was naay years a ReprsMntathe In Congress, ^ ardent Whlg^ 
and oonstant opponent of Jackson and Van Buren. After the report of the Secretary of 
War In answer to hli resolution had been receiTed, Mr. Brerett made a speech on the s«b- 
Jeot, exposing the manner In which the war had been conducted, and Intimated that It WM 
more Immediately connected with the support of slavery than It ought to be. But while 
he was carefdl to say nothing exceptionable to the slave interest, he certainly entitled hinn 
self to the honor of being the first member who assailed the war, aad the first to hoM tito 
Administration responsible Ibr the manner In which it waa prosecuted. The apeaoh naj 
ba iMwd at length in the Appendix to the OongressipQal Globe of that aesdon. 
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After tlie report of the. Secretary of War had been printed, Mr. 
Everett gave his views upon the facts, in a speech which attraeled 
much attention in the country. The people were ahready turning 
their attention to the subject of slavery. Petitions were sent Ur 
Congress calling on that body to abolish the mstitution within the 
District of Columbia. The Hon. John Quincy Adams had throvm 
(he weight of his influence in behalf of the right of petition, and 
was known to be opposed to the institution. Hon. William Skde, 
a member of the House of Kepresentatives from Yermont, had 
openly avowed his deep and heaH>felt sympathy with the Aboli^on- 
ists, who were striving to direct the popular mind to the crimes of 
the ^'peddiar institution,^^ as slavery was then called. 

It was evident, that a full exposure of the causes which led t^ 
the Florida war, and of the manner in which it had been prosecu- 
ted, would tend to defeat the Democratic candidate in the next 
Presidential campaign. It was therefore clearly the policy of that 
party, and of the Administration, to maintain as great a degree of 
nlence as possible upon all these subjects. 

Among the ear!y difficulties presented to the consideration of the 
War Department,, was the settlement with the Creek warriws who 
had served under the contract made by order of General Jessup, in 
1836, to give them a certain gross amount in cash, and all thet 
plunder ihty could capture — ^which General Jessup and the Oreeke 
understood to embrace negroes, as well as horses and cattle. 

The General, by his order, had directed eight thousand dollars 
to be paid to them, and twenty dollars for each negro belonging to 
ettizens, who had been captured by them and delivered over to the 
claimants. 

This disposal of the public treasure }yj an individual, was most 
elearly unauthorized, either by law or by the oonstitution ; yet ^e 
<nt[er had been approved by the Executive, and had been made thif 
act of the President, who thus assumed the moral and p<^tioat 
respbndbility attached to this gross violation of law, and of the 
Constitution. 
14 
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The question how this diaige upon the treasury was to be met» 
B^ems to have borne heavily upon the mind of the Commissioner of 
Indian Affitirs, and he expressed this difficulty to General Jessup. 
That officer, being less familiar with matters of finance than mth 
those of a strictly military character, replied, that the amount might 
with propriety be charged to the annuities due the Seminoles ; but 
88 that fund was under ihe supervision of Congress, it would not 
do to charge it over to that appropriation, lest it should create 
fetation. 

Another difficulty was, as to the disposal of the negroes them- 
selves. They were now said to be the '* property of tlie United 
States;^* and the question very naturally arose, what shall be done 
with them ? This question was also propounded to General Jcfr* 
sup by the Commissioner of Indian Affiiirs. The General replied, 
that he thought it best to send them to Africa, for the benefit of 
oivilization on that coast. But that could not be done except by 
i^ropriations made by Congress ; and it was feared that, to ask 
Congress for an appropriation of that character, might lead to the 
disclosure of unpleasant facts. ^ 

In the meantime, arrangements were made to send the prisoners, 
both Indians and Exiles, to the Western Country, without any 
paitieular decision in regard to the ninety negroes captured by the 
Creek warriors, and sent to Fort Pike as the property of the United 
States, and fed and clothed at the public expense for more than a 
year. 

Agreeably to orders from the War Department, General Jessup, 
detailed Lieutenant J. G. Eeynolds to superintend the emigration, 
as disbursing agent, and W. G. Freeman as an assistant. These 
appointments were approved by the Department ; and transports 
were engaged to take such prisoners as were at Charleston, South 
GaroUna, around the peninsula of Florida to Tampa Bay, on the 
western coast, and thence to New Orleans. 

(1) Vide Letter of GommissioiMr mt Indiui ABaiu to Sccretacy of War, 9th Vmj, 1891 
■s. Doe. S25, Sd Smi. XXVth Goi«N«. 
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There were at thai time many negroes at Tunpa Bay, ia 
Ifenallj aeparated from the Indiaos, who had been sent, at thar 
same time, to Charleston. Major &ntEinger wrote the Gonraii*"' 
noner of Indian Affiiirs, to know how these negroes at Tanspa' 
Bay were to be disposed of. The Commissioner immediately an* 
swered by letter, directed to Lieutenant Reynolds, saying, " I have 
'* (o instraet yon, that all of those negroes mendoned by Major 
" Zantdnger, which are the property of the Seminoles,' are to be 
" received wiUi, and to eonstitate a portion of, the emigrating partf 
** for all purposes of transportation and subsistenoe. • • • e^ 
** You mil consider it your duty to call at Tampa Bay, recetTo thU 
" party, and transport it to the West with the detachtntni nm§ mf 
•' JTew Orleani." 

This direction required Lieutenant Beynolds to transport fhtr 
ninety Exiles, sent to New Orleans on the second of June, 18&7,: 
to the Western Country; for they constituted a part of '* the detMhr* 
ment at New Orleans," which he was directed to transport Wesi 
Tlbey had been captured while fleeing from our army, and <^ coQVse 
were nearly all of them women and children, who, by the fbrtuaaa 
of war, had been separated from their husbands, and fathers, and 
brothers, that were left behind in the Indian Country. Those hujfr* 
bands, brothers and fathers, were among the first to capitulate ia 
order to rejoin their flEunilies fro^ whom they had thus been sep*» 
rated. Many Exiles had been betrayed and seized at FcNPt Peylaiii, 
Some had surrendered at Yolusi ; others had capitulated at Feri 
Jupiter; others had come in and given themselves up at difiereal 
posts : and all these were assembled for transportation at " Tampa 
Bay," where they awaited arrangements for sending them to the 
Western Country. 

Major General Ckines was at that time commanding the south- 

(1) lf«jor Zantaingtr, lik« nmny other oflleers, appean to h«Ta thongbl IImI trory ntgio 
must bare a master, and he called these Exiles the property of the SemiDolet, akhoi^ 
the Agent ft>r that Tribe had reported a few yean prevSously, that the number of ilaTM 
•waid ^ Umb 414 aal «»Med /or^. 
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iminvL dhimmor the any of Uie Umted %«i6S| did Fwt VSl% 
VB8 fliiaated wiU»tt his militaiy diitriot. Lieateoant Bejnokls \aM 
Idon the priflODem at Cha]4est(m<mb(MuxlUie transports hadsuled 
tfeond the pminsalaof Florida; called at Tampa Bay; bad takea 
Oft board the negnNMi assembfed at that point, and had reached Fori 

pace. 

Members of familes long separated were now united. Fathers 
etthnced thmr wires and children, whom tbej had not seen for 
Biove, than a jear; brothere aiMl sons embraced their mi^st^ and 
Aethers ; and all exhibited those deep i^^mpathies of the human 
Intrt, which constitute the higher and holier emotions of our nature. 
Tke officers and soldiers who witnessed this scene could not but foel 
interested in these people, many of whose ancestors had fled from op- 
pteBsEott generations previously, and who, for more than half a oentu* 
17, had been subjected to almost constant persecution* It was un> 
dosbtedly owing to these circumstances, that s6many of the offieerf 
of our army beeame deeply interested in securing their freedom. 

Major Zantziager was in command at Fort Pike ; but he could 
«iily act under the direction of his superior officers. Lieutenant 
Bfliynolds, therefore, applied to Major (General Gaines for orders to 
Major Zantzinger to deliver the Exiles at Fort Pike to him for emi- 
gralioa. From the peculiar language used in tt^ order, it is most 
Ofvldent that Oeneral Gaines expected some effort would be made to 
pivrent tte emigration of the Exiles, then resident at Fort Pike. 
TIm order is so unusual in its tone and language, that we insert it, 
isMkws: 

*' To Migor Zaatiinger, or the oSbxaex C(»unaading at Fort Pike, 
*' or the officer who has charge of the daves, or other servants^ be* 
«* longing to, or lately in possesion of, Seminole Indians, now in 
" eharge of Lieutenant Keynolds, destined to the Arkansas : You 
** wiU, on Tooeipt hereof, deliver to the said Beynolds all such slaves 
^w servants belonging to, or clidmed by, or lately in possession of^ 
** the said Semmole Indians to be eonduoted by him in tlieir i 



'''meats to (he Arisansas Biver, where tbe Indkm, or thebr^ftti 
*^ttt seiTUits, are to be permanently located and setUed t taking 
'* tnplicate receipts for said slaves or servants, one of which will he 
'^^ forwarded to the undersiirned. 

»^» f««uM««a w «uv uuu»Ao«l^u««. "EDMUND p. GAINES, 

« XkJ. Gen. V. S. A., Commanding^ 

The above order was dated on the twentj-^rst of March. Tbe 
next day Lieutenant Eeynolds inclosed a copy to the Commissioper 
of Jndian Affairs, saying, he should commence his voyage West 
with the emigrants, and adding, " It is not my intention to remove 
/'the negroes from Fort Pike until ready for departure, as I loa 
" convinced that many individuals with fraudulent claims are iD<a 
'' state of readiness, and only waiting the arrival of the nc^groes in 
** this city (New Orleans) to carry their object into effect Tbp 
*' measures I shall adopt will bar their intention." 

This letter ezplsuns the reason of the precise and specific terans 
in which the order of General Gaines was expressed. It is due to 
the memory of General Gaines, and to tbe character of Lieute^anl 
Beynolds, that their determined efforts to preserve the liberties of 
these people, so far as they were able, should find a place in bin- 
toxy. The war had been commenced and prosecuted iat the pur- 
pose of seizing and returning to bondage all those people wboae 
ancestors had once fied from oppression. It was the avowed policy 
of the Administration to prevent these ninety Exiles, who had been 
captured by the Creek Indians, from gmng to the Western Couptcy, 
prefering to have them consigned to i^avery in Geoi^a or Florida* 
rather than enjoy freedcnn in the new homes assigned to the Indians 
in the West This feeling bad encouraged desperate men to make 
unfounded claims to their persons : and it should be reeor&d to 
the honor of many of our officers, that they were active aftd vigi- 
lant in their efforts to defeat these puratical claims, and the ez€|r^ 
lions of tbe President and heads of tbe various Executive Depart- 
ments, to consign these people to interminable bondage. In ordttr 
to do justjee on this sobjeet, it is neoeosary to permit all magmxaaX 
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M iponk fi>r iliemsehes* so &r as eonveiiieiioe ^riU allow. Tb 
oanj out this object, the reader will excuse our frequent quotar 
tjoDs from ofiBcial documents. 

On the twenty-sixth of March, Lieutenant Eejnolds wrote the 
Commissioner of Indian Affiiirs, dating his letter at *' New Bar- 
racks," below New Orleans, saying, '* The Indian negroes will be 
** received at Fort Pike, and brought to this place, via the Missi&- 
•* sippi River. This course was adopted with the concurrence of 
** General Gaines. Everything will be in readiness to embark soon 
** as the boat arrives. General Gaines has directed that the guard 
" under the directbn of Lieutenant Wheaton shall proceed with 
"me." 

Major Zantzinger,.who commanded at J'ort Pike, appears to have 
felt some delicacy at delivering up the negroes on the order of Gen- 
eral Gaines, and, with those impressions, wrote General Jessup, 
inquirmg as to that point. He received an answer, dated seventh 
of April, approving his course, and saying, " the removal of the 
'•* negroes Yraajyroper; they were eiiher freBf or liie property of the 
"Indians." 

All these proceedings were reported to the proper Department at 
Washington. About the time, or soon after, they would naturally 
reaoh that city, William Armstrong, Acting Superintendent of the 
Indians in the Western Territory, evidently in the joint service of 
our Government and of the Creek Indians, addressed a note to tho 
Commissioner of Indian Affidrs, dated at Washington City, April 
fcwenty-thurd, 1838, saying, "When General Jessup called upon 
" volunteers to go to Florida, he promised them all the property 
** they could capture. Accordingly, the Creeks captured near one 
** hundred negroes, which they left in possession of the officers of 
" the United States. Whai has become of these negroes f Will 
" they receive them, or their value, as promised ? " 

The difficulty attending the transformation of men into chattels 
now increased so much, that the Commissioner of Indian Affitira 
addroised a letter to the Hon. Secretary of War, which is so charao- 
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teristie of the manner in which the administration of our OoTNiir 
ment was then conducted, that we giye the letter in full : / 

*' WaE DVABnCBRT, 

*' Offke of Indian Affairs^ May 1, 1888. 

" Sir : I have the honor to submit for the consideration and de- 
*' cision of the Department a question that has been presented by 
**the Superintendent of the Western Territory, (Captain Ann- 
" strong.) 

'*In September last, General Jessup advised the Department 
*' that he had purchased from the Creek warriors all the negroes 
" (about eighty in number), captured by them, for $8,000, and 
'* this purchase was approved on the seventh of October. At a 
" subsequent date, he wrote that he had supplied Lieutenant Searie 
'^ with funds, and directed him to make the payment. It is believed, 
" however, that the warriors refused to take the sum named, (aeu- 
" tenant Searie having made no such payment, and the delegation 
'* here asserting that they never received it. It is now asked, 
'^ whether they will be permitted to take the negroes, or be paid 
" their value ? It was suggested by General Jessup, that the oon* 
'^ sideration for the captives would be a proper charge on the Semi- 
'* nolo annuity. But this would deprive the friendly portion, who 
" have emigrated, of what they are justly, and by law, entitled to, 
" and to a certain extent would be paying the Greeks with their 
" own money ; for the fourth Article of the Treaty with the Semi- 
''noles, of May ninth, 1832, provides, that 'the annuities then 
" granted shall be added to the Creek annuities, and the whole 
« amount be so divided that the chiefs and warriors of the Semi- 
*' nolo Indians may receive their equitable proportion of the sane 
" as members of the Creek confederation.' Independently (^ this 
" difficulty, I would respectfully suggest, whether there are nd 
'* aAitT obfectians to the purchcue of these negroes by the UnUsd 
** States f It seems to me, that a proposition to Congress to of* 
**fropri€Ue money to pay for them, and for their tianqHniatum 
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*^ (9 J^ri^a^ eould U$ authmtyfor that course be dUdned, wr/or 
** any other disposition of them, would occasion orxat and sx- 
** TENSiYB sxciTEMENT. Sucb a relation assumed bj the United 
'* States, &r howeyer laudable an object, would, it appears proba- 
*' ble, place the country in no enviable attitude, especially at this 
" juncture, when the public mind here and elsewhere is so sensi- 
*• tive upon the subject of slavery. The alternative would seem to 
** be, to deliver the negroes to the Creeks, as originallj agreed on. 
"The subject involves so many. delicate considerations, that I ro- 
** spectfuUy invite your attention to it, and your direction as to the 
** answer to be given to the delegation now in the city. As early 
*' a decision of this question as practicable, is very desirable : the 
*^ Indians intending to leave this place in four or five days, and 
^ being anxious that this matter should be disposed of before thej 

»»V«ry mpectftiUy, 

** Toar most obedient eemot, 

^ C. A. HABBIS, Commutiontr, 
** Oftptain S. Coopn, Acting Soe^y of War.-' 

" P. S.-^If it should be determined to deliver them to the 
^ Creeks, I would suggest, as the opinion of this office, that it 
" would be impolitic for them to be taken to the country West, and 
" &ai so fa;r as the Department may <^ right interfere in regard to 
^* the ultimate dispoation, it should endeavor to have it effected ts 

** aOMB OTHER MODB. C. A. q/' 

It is no part of our duty to comment on these proceedings ; 
jet we are constrained to say, that no historian has, or can 
eiplain the reason of delay on the part of the Creek Indians, 
in regard to their claim to these people, for more than' an entire 
year, upon any principles of consistent action. General Jessup 
said, in his official communications, they had received their pay, 
and that "the negroes were the property of the Government ;^^ 
i&d the Department had approved his whole course on this CRibject 
The Creeks, so far as we can learn, left the country and went West, 
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peifeotlj satisfied. This Delegation had been some months in 
Washington, and, as the Commissioner of Indian Affidrs says, iret» 
to leave in four or five days ; when, for the first time, they men- 
tioned the subject, although the negroes had been detained from 
them, as they allege, in direct violation of their contract. They 
appear to have rested, satisfied until difficulties from other quarters 
were presented to the Administration. And these letters may all 
easily be explained, as the carrying out of a previous understanding 
between these officers and the Creek Indians. However that may 
be, the Commissioner of Indian Affitirs wrote Ci^>tain Armstrong, 
Superintendent of the Western Territory, as follows : 

<^WAft DOAftTXHIf, 

^ Ojfflee of Indian Affaxn^ Maj 6, 188S. 

•* Sir : The Secretary of War has directed that the negroes be- 
" longing to the Seminoles, and captured by the warriors in Florida, 
" shall be placed at the disposal of the Delegation now in this city. 
** But before this can be carried into effect, it will be necessary to 
*• be satisfied that the warriors have not received the $8,000 prom- 
" ised in the agreement with General Jessup ; to ascertain accu- 
" rately their number and identity, and the claims of citixens upon 
" any of them. For all to which such claims can be established, 
** $20 each will be allowed. From the information now here, the 
** number is supposed to be between sixty and seventy, the original 
" number having been reduced by sickness. All the facts herein 
•* indicated will be required as early as practicable ; but some time 
*' must necessarily elapse. It is the opinion of the Department, 
" that it will be impolitic to take these negroes West, and that they 
** should be otherwise disposed of. Any arrangement the Delega^ 
^' tion may make respecting them, and submit to this office, will be 
" sanctioned, and instructions given for such action as mSy bo 
" proper on the part of the Government. 

<' Verji ^^Of 0. A. HABBI8. 

''Oipt. Wm. ABMfnuma, 

«< Wa«hiBgU>ii.'* 
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One featene in these communications stands oat prominently to 
the view of the reader : the number of these victims appears to have 
undergone constant diminution. General Jessup reported the 
number sent to Fort Pike at ninety. In his previous letter, ad- 
dressed to the Secretary of War, Commissioner Harris states the 
number at eighty ; and in this communication, written four days 
subsequently, he states the number to be between sixty and seven- 
ty ; while the official registry shows there was one hundred and 
three — of whom some, however, undoubtedly died. 

If the honorable Secretary of War intended these people should 
be delivered over to the Creek Indians as their property, it would 
be difficult to understand by what law he should himse^ attempt to 
control them, in the subsequent disposition of their legalized chat- 
tels, or by what authority he should object to their going West. 

It will however be seen that one point yet remained undecided. 
The negroes were not to be delivered until it was ascertained 
that the Creeks had not received the eight thousand dollars, 
agreeably to the order of General Jessup in September, 1837. 

Fortunately, a Lieutenant Sloan, who had acted as a disbursing 
agent of the United States, was at that precise time in Washington 
City. He stated to the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, in a letter 
dated May sixth, being the day after this decision of the Secretary 
of War, assuring him that he had learned /rom Lieutenant Searle 
himself that the Indians refused to accept the eight thousand dol- 
lars for their interest in the negroes. These statements constituted 
a series of supposed facts, which appears to have been regarded ai 
necessary to authorize the subsequent proceedings. 

This evidence was, accordingly, deemed satisfactory ; and the 
Creek Indians were now declared to be the owners of these ninety 
Exiles, under the original contract made between them and General 
Jessup, in 1836 : thus abrogating the order of General Jessup, 
No. 175, and setting aside the approval of that order by the De- 
partment of War itself — which wajs dated the seventh of October, 
1887 — leaving the United States to sustidn the loss incurred by 
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feeding and dolhing the prisoners, and guarding tiiem for lUrteen 
Bonihs. 

At tbb time a slave-dealer by the name of James C. Watson, said 
to reside in (xtorgia, happened to be also at the seat of Oovem- 
mont, as was common for Southern gentlemen during the sessions 
of Congress. To this man the (^cers of Government now applied 
for aid, in extricating themselves from the difficulty into which 
they had been brought by this slave-dealing transaction. Even the 
Secretary of War is said to have encouraged Watson to purchase 
those negroes of the Creek Indians.^ By request of these public 
functionaries, and at their instance, Mr. Watson declares he was 
induced to purchase the negroes, and to give between fourteen and 
fifteen thousand dollars for them.^ It was perhaps the heaviest 
purchase of slaves made in the city of Washington during that year, 
and certainly the most dignified transaction in human flesh that 
ever took place at the capital of our nation, or of any other civilized 
people; inasmuch as the high officers of this enlightened and Chri^h 
tian confederation of States constituted a negotiating party to this 
important sale of human beings. 

The purchase appears to have taken place on the seventh of 
May; and Watson, being unable to go immediately to New Orleans, 
authori^d his brother-in-law, Nathaniel F. Collins of Alabama, as 
his agent and attorney, to repair to that city and take possession 
of the prisoners. Yet the whole business appears to have been 
earried on in the name of the Creek Indians. 

On the eighth of May, five persons, styling themselves " chie&, 
head-men and delegates of the Creek Tribe of Indians," filed with 
the Commissioner of Indian Affairs a request, stating that they 
had appointed Nathaniel F. Collins, Esq., of Alabama, their agent 
and attorney, to demand and receive from General Jessup the negro 
slaves which the Creek warriors had captured in Florida, under 

(1) vide Watson*! PetiUon and prooft, in tapiMMrt of his claim, presented to Congress^ 
1ft Sess. XXVIth Goof .— now on tie In tbo oOoe of the Clerk of the House of Represea- 

t^VJS. 

(?) Vido Wataon*8 Statement of Ihcts in this ease, on fOe trtOi the above papecti 
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Ibcar agraemmift with that officer, made in September, 1896, ai>d 
requesting the Department to famish the proper order for obtata- 
iog poBsesdon of the slaves from the office having them in charge. 
ThiB request was commonicated to the Secretary oc War the next 
day, by the Commissioner of Indian Affitirs, and constkutes a part 
of the record ; and, coming from that department of government 
most implicated in this slave-dealing kansaetion, we place k befioe 
the reader: 

**WAft nVAftTMXHT, 

« Office of Indian Affairs^ May 9, 1888. 

" Sir : The decision made a few days since, requesting that the 
" negroes captured by the Creek warriors in Florida, should, in 
** compliance with the engagement of General Jessup, be delivered 
'' to the Delegation now here, has been communicated to them with 
" the intimation that, when they had determined what disposition 
" would be made of them, and communicated information of the 
** same to this Department, the necessary orders would be issued. 
'* In a communication just received from the Delegation, they state 
** they have appointed Nathaniel F. Collins, of Alabama, their 
** attorney in fact to receive the negroes. I have the honor to 
** request that an order be issued to the commanding o£Bcer at Fort 
•* Pike ; to Major Isaac Clark, at New Orleans ; to the qpmmand- 
** ing officer in Florida, and to any other officer who may havo 
** charge of them, to deliver to Mr. Collins all the negroes in ques- 
" tion. He will, of course, hold them subject to the lawful daims 
" of all white persons. Abraham and his family should be exoept- 
** ed, in consequence of a promise made by General Jessup. The 
" officers should be instructed to use due caution, so as to deliver 
" only those captured by the Creeks. It is proper to remark, that 
** it appears from a letter received from Lieutenant Sloan, that 
"these Indians refused to receive the $8,000, offered them under 
** the direction of General Jbssup, for their interest in these negroes. 

*<Tottr mMl obtditttt MrtMit, 

"0. A. WAinryf . 
•• Oftp^ B. Goom, A«ti0« Sm. <tf War » 
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On tbe ttuno day, Mr. Gdlbs mis ftnrmdnd %i& wriilten in- 
itnictkm8» irindi, liemg also important, ai^ pressed to tba reader : 

"Wiim DiPAKrHBinr, 
*" Offiu of Indian Affairs^ Maj 9, 1838. 

** Sir : Having been notified by the Creek Delegation that they 

" have appointed you their agent and attorney in fact, to receive 

" the negroes captured by their warriors in Florida, which, by the 

•* decision of the Secretary of War, are to be delivered up to them, 

" in conformity to the agreement made with them by General Jes- 

" sup, I have the honor to transmit herewith the copy of a commu- 

'* nication to the Secretary of War on the subject, which has 

"received his approval. Orders will be given to the officers 

•* therein named to carry the measure into effect, in conformity 

^' to the recommendation. Captain Morrison, Superintendent of 

" Seminole Emigration at Tampa Bay, and Lieutenant Keynolds, 

" engaged in removing a party of the same, at New Orleans, have 

^' been instructed to assist and cooperate in the matter. Here- 

" with you will receive the copy of a list of negroes captured by 

" General Jessup, which, it is believed, embradfes the negroes to 

" which the Creeks are entitled ; but as this is not certain, much 

'' cautioii should bo used in identifying them. . It is supposed that 

'* all these negroes now alive are at Fort Pike ; but some of them 

*• may be at Tampa Bay, or other places : it will be for you to find 

•* them. No expense of any nature whatever, growing out of this 

** matter, will be paid by the United States. 

«C. A. RAMOS, c^mv. 
«(N. f. GoLum, 

X WMhiogton, D. C.^ 

Preparations being bow perfected, and the whole matter being 
&lly understood, Mr. Collins left Washington on the fdlowing 
morning, pr^red to bring those Others, and mothers, and children, 
back to servitude in Georgia, from which their aneestoni hfid fled 
Bearlj « himdtiid years previoiisly ; and this morions woik was 
tibns enooynnpd and amotiAnod by our Qo^^mflMi^ 
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Of these movemeats the Exiles were ignonmt. Many hearts 
were moved in sympathy for them, and many of our militaiy offi- 
eers were active in their endeavors to defeat the machinations of the 
Prendent and the War Department. 

Lieutenant Reynolds found it necessary to return to Florida be- 
fore leaving New Orleans with his party of Emigrants. While he 
was absent, the efforts of slaveholders to reenslave these people 
appeared to increase, and they became more bold, although Collins 
had not yet appeared, clothed with the authority of Government, ta 
effect their enslavetnent. 

General Gaines, commanding the Western Military District of 
the United States, and residing at New Orleans, as if premonished 
of the arrival of this national slave catcher, issued his peremptory 
order (April 29), directing Major Clark, Acting Quarter-Master at 
New Orleans, to make arrangements for the immediate embarkation 
and emigration of the Seminole Indians and Uach prisoners of 
war, at that time in Louisiana, to the place of their destination on 
the Arkansas River, near Fort Gibson. 

Major Clark being thus placed in charge of the pris(Hiers for the 
purpose of emigrating them, at once informed the Commissioner of 
Indian Affairs, that claims were '' made for about seventy of the 
" Seminole negroes, and the courts here have issued their warranto 
'' to take them. The United States District Attorney has been 
" consulted. Ho gives it as his opinion, that the Sheriff must be 
*^ allowed to serve the process. It appears they are claims from 
" Georgia, purchased from Creek Indians, No movement of the 
" Indians or negroes can be made at present. The Indians are 
•* almost in a state of mutiny.'' 

This state of feeling arose from these attempts again to separate 
the Indians and negroes. Many of them were intermarried : they 
had been separated ; their families broken up, but were now retini- 
ted, and they determined to die rather than be again separated. 
The Exiles had also fought boldly beside the Indians ; they had 
encountered dangers toge^er, and had beoeme altatded to each' 
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<^tlier; and soon as the iubject of surrendering the Exiles to bond* 
age was named, the Indians became enraged, threatening yiolenoe 
and death to those who should attempt again to separate them from 
the Eziles. 

The claimants mentioned by Major Clark, were from Georgia. 
The pirates who robbed E-con-chattimico and Walker of their slaves 
and seized the Exiles resident with those chiefs, as stated in a 
former chapter, were from Georgia. Watson, the more dignified 
dealer in human flesh, and acting in accordance with the advice 
of tho Secretary of War, was also from Georgia ; and all these 
daims were said to be derived from Creek Indians, who, as we have 
seen, professed to own all the Exiles who fled from Georgia after the 
dose of the Bevolution, and prior to 1802, together with their de- 
scendants. 

Information, respecting these difficulties of reenslaving the Ex* 
lies, reached the authorities at Washington, and created great em- 
barrassment. The War Department appears never to have antici- 
pated that negroes, who were already prisoners of war, would find 
friends or means to awaken the sympathy of others. But it was 
dear that any litigation would make the public acquainted with the 
&cts. 

It will be recollected that on the tenth of May, the Commissioner 
of Indian Affairs wrote an order, directed to General Jessup, to 
deliver up near one hundred of these Exiles to Collins, the Agent 
of Watson, and two days later — that is, on the twelfth of May — 
he wrote Thomas Slidell, District Attorney of the United States at 
New Orleans, saying, **It is represented to this Department, that 
" the emigration of the Seminoles, now near New Orleans, has 
*• been impeded by claims set up to some of their negroes. I am 
** directed by the Secretary of War to request that you will give 
** the Indians your advice and assistance, and by all proper and 
" legal means protect them from injustice and from harrassing and 
" improper mterferences with their property and perscms. It is of 
" the highest importance that, if possible^ no impedi^l€(nt9 should; 



' ^ bs md^od to be thrown ia tbe waj <^ tbebr speedy oonteyanoe 
^ to their coimtrj, west of Arkansas/' 

It it a bistorical carionty, t^at the Secretary of War sbooM so 
(^n change his poKcy. He had, as the reader is aware, exerted 
his influence to |»eyent those Exiles, who had been captured by the 
Creeks, from going West. 

On the fifth of May, Commissioner Harris declared — **iiis^ 
** opinicn of the D^artmmt that it wiU he impolitic to take the$e 
*♦ negroes West;^* and on the ninth, acting under the direction rf 
the Secretary of War, he furnished Mr.. Collins with authority to 
^mand and receive these people, and instructions were also issued 
<* to the officer commanding at Fort Pike ; to Major Isaac Ckik at 
'^ New Orleans; to the commanding officer at Florida, and to any 
** other officer who may have the negroes in charge,*' to deliver 
tl^m to Mr. Collins ; while three days afterwards he assures Mr. 
Slidell, as before stated, '* It is of the highest importance thtxt, if 
^'possiMe, no impediments should he suffered to he thrown in the 
" way of their speedy conveyance to their country, west of Ar^ 
**kan8as*^* This letter to Mr. Slidell was inclosed in another <^ 
the same date, addressed to Major Clark, as follows : 

" Sir : I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt to-day of 
** your letter of the third instant. 

" The enclosed copy of a letter of this date to the United States 
" District Attorney will show you what measures have been adopted 
** in relation to the claims set up to the Seminole negroes. This is 
'' all that this Department can do in this matter. 

** H is very much to he regretted, that anything has occurred to 
*' prevent the speedy emigration of these Indians. I will be greaUy 
'* obliged to you, should no emigrating agent be at New Orle^ms, 
•* to give all the aid in your power in removing the difficulties which 
** are thrown in their way." 

WbSe the Executive officers at Washington, the Creek Indians, 
aad the dave-dealer Watson, were arranging tiieir oontractsand p«^ 



iMtiiW tbeir plans for eosUviiig. ibq^eibdkv vbahad been lagp* 
tared with the aasistance of the Creek wamors, an inportautaiMl 
lQO#t i^rited cimteet was progiessiog in Nev Orleaaa. 

Before one of the courts of ibe State of liOuisiana, a slaTe-dealet 
by tbe name of Love, claimed title to tlie bodies, the bones and 
noselos, the blood and sinews, of some sixty of these perso|iSt bald 
bj the United States as prisoners of war. They had been eaptored 
b; our troops as hostiles; had been held for thirteen months aai 
pnaoners of war ; had been fed, and clothed, and gnacded, at tba 
expense of the people of the United States : but thej were new 
tlained as the property of Love. This absurdity was preeenteA 
before an enlightened court as a, grave question of international law ^ 
and a determined efiS>rt was put forth before that State tribunal to 
ebange the law of nations ; to modify the law of Nature and of 
Nature's God, so &r as to tranaform men into chattels, and deobxii 
these prisoners of war to be the property of their follow men, r 

Love demafided the Exiles of General Gaines, who was in Actpal 
eommand of the Western Militaiy District of the United Stately 
moA by virtue of his office held control of the Exiles while in bii^ 
district* Bred to tiie profession of arms, he had made himself. 
funUiar with those principles of natural, of international, law whicb 
point out the rights of belligerents, whether they belong J4» tbo^ 
tictorions or the vanquished nation. Bebg advised that effi)ria 
were making to get possesion of these Exiles for ihe purpose of 
wSnalaving them, he indicated to the officer in command at the bar- 
laoks the propriety of retaining possession of them as he would ot, 
other prisoners qf war. 

On the secoi^ of Ikby, the Sheriff of New Orleans appeared a| 
the banracks,* and desired to pascf the line of sex^inels for the pw>. 
pose of serving his process; but the sentinel, punctilious to hii^ 
duty, refused to let him enter. The Sheriff then returned his wri( 
with the following indorsement thereon : 

*' Beceii^ 3Iay second, 1888» and demanded the within slaves 
^m General <MDe8,iliis defendant, w4ia tniwered aae, thai he asm 
15 
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«^]iid the wMiiii deeeribed i^svet in his poeseflriom or nndir lib 
**%oiitrol. I foand die skvesat die barraduof the Umted Sk^ 
« bat the officers in elifti^ of the same refused to deli^^er them M 
*^tte. Betoraed May eighth, 1888. 

« IRIDBBICK BOISSQV, SUrig.^ 

!nie Enles still retmdned in the barracks under the officers in 
charge of ihem ; and on the ninth of May, (xeneral Qaines m&i 
out a rule to set aside the order of sequestration upon die grounds, 
** that the negroes were * prisoners of war ' of the United States^ 
^ taken in combat with die SeminoFe Indians ; thait the control of 
^ die United States over said negroes, and their right to die coiilfot 
** of such negroes as prisoners of tpar, could not be taken awi^ by 
"the sequestration issued." 

Thus was the manhood of these colored people Asserted by this 
miffitary officer of the United States at that day, when few men* 
ben of Congress would have hazarded their reputation by thcr 
avowal of similar doctrines. Twenty-three years previoudy, as 
the reader has already been informed. General €hiines gave t^ 
die War Department notice that *' fu^tives and oudaws had takett 
"possession of a fort on the Appalaohioola Biver.'' Tweniy-lw# 
years previously, he had detailed General Clinch, widi his regimenl 
ind five hundred Creek warriors, to destroy '* Blount's Fort," and 
take the fngidve slaves and return them to their t>wner8. He had 
only two years previously gone to Florida, marched into the Indian 
Territory, and fought them bravely for several days. He now saw 
these Exiles and Indians in a dillferent situation. He witnessed 
their attachment to each other as parents and children, as husbands 
and wives, as members of the human' family, and his sympathy 
was aroused -^ his humanity was awakened. His finer feelings be* 
ing ealled forth, he possessed the firmness, the independence, t« 
a6t according to the dictates of his conscience and judgment.^ 

(1) StTirUyMM after thtotTSIlnetioI^ttl• Author happened to iDMtthifWftr-womw^ 
cnn, Mid af the old hero reeott&tMl this hiddMii Of fate lift %Hh warm and slowtef «!»• 
i<l»ltia^rt,Mii uM >i u iii>1lsMedi^^rtth il <w uw waiidkripeto<ftelHta 
I apparent l a tl e lhct to a than ht OTir wfcrred to hig moit b rini a nt wW ita iy aehkvimal. 
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He MBamed die iiespoiisil^t j of pajtBg costs wai dknu^s, 
iMiaad btmaelf to be made d^^ebat la ike case, and, having ob- 
laioed « rale on the dieriff to show oanse wb j the negroes should 
sot be delivered as prisoners of war to him, as commander of ifial 
Military District, he appeared in person at the bar of the conrt, and 
ably vindicated &e rights of Qovemment, of himself, a^d of the 
^nsoners. 

'^ The laws (said he) of ihe United States aisihorize die late and 
** enstii^ war against the Seminole nation of Indians, and i^nst 
" all persons in their service. The iragroes claimed by the plaintiff 
** were found in the service of the Indians, speaking the same 
'* laogoage, and, like the inhaMtants of til savage nations, mdkig 
** and assisting in the war. They were captured and taken by die 
^* United States forces as prisoners of war, and diey are now io 
*' charge of a United States officer. Lieutenant Beyndds, aedn^ 
" pursuant to the <nders of the President of the United States, 
** directing Um to superintend then* trauportation from the theatre 
*'of war in Fbrida, to a j^ce set apart fcnr d»ur location, west of 
'^ ^ State of Aricansas, as prisoners of vfar, as wdl ias servants 
^ of the Seminole In^ans,. who are also prisoners of war, 

" The laws of war, as embraced in the works of Brynkershoeek, 
** Yattel and Wheaton, cleariy sanction the princi{de» that all per- 
^ sons taken in battle, or who may be fcooed to sunvndw, whedier 
'' officers, soldiers, or followers of the raemy's army, are prisonsn 
**ofwar. ♦ ♦ ♦ 

** Among savage nations, it is universally kmwn and admitted, 
" diat in war they have no non^comhatamts, excepting only such as 
^ are phymcally incapable of wielding anm. Every man, without 
** regard to age or coknr; every boy able to fire a gui> or wi^ a 
** hatchet, or an arrow, is a warrior. And every woman is a 
^ laborer, in the colkcdon and preparation of subeisteoee and 
^ dodiing for the warriors : all are therefore liable, when captured 
'^ in a state of hostility, to be tressed tu prisoners 4f war,*^ 

He dedbted himself 'MaiHesaly Ined i^ this inveadgitioD, 
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** and lawlessly threatened mth beavj damages and oests, and 
'* forced to be defendant, vdthont any legal or rational grouncb of 
*' action agabst him. I am (said be) authmised, in virtij^ of my 
^' ^cial station as Major General, commanding the Western Diyii^ 
*' ion of the Army of the United States of America, to senre thet& 
^* honestly and futhfolly against then* enemies and opposers, whom* 
** soever, and to obey the orders of the President of the Unke4 
f* States, etc. Under this official pledge, I deem it my daty to 
** aflford every offioer of the army whatever facilities may be neces- 
** sary and proper, to enable them to perform whatever duty h 
'^eonfided to them by the President of the United States. In pins 
** snance of this authority, I ordered Major Clark to famish tranil- 
*'portataon, for enabling Lieutenant Eeynolds, and the officers on 
f * daty with him, to convey the prisoners of war to the place of their 
*^ destination in the Western Country. 

*' But it seems that the counsel for the claimant has iatteted 
** himself that I should make the most convjBnient and accommO- 
*^ dating defendant imaginable. I was expected to take: the rmpan^ 
^^MibUUy of doing whatever ihe voracious olaimaiit mi|^t desire; 
" without coming into this, honorable court. I take leave to apprise 
'* the court, for the benefit of all concerned, that I have never 
'* heatated to assume the responsibility of dain^ my duty^ or of 
^^ doing justice ; but I have not yet learned, while acting in my 
f filial capacity on oath, to take the responsibility of doing that 
** which is repugnant to law, unjust and iniquitous^ as I v«ily 
'^believe any fiivor shown to this claim would be. 
K ^^The court appears to labor under the impressioa, that Ate 
**, negroes in question were captured by the Seminole Indians, in 
^' ttie course |f their hostile incursions upon our frontier inhabitants; 
f* £ this the fact f 1 will assume, for the learned couna^ of the 
** elaimant, that he unU never have the temerity to assert that they 
V €re among the ntHmher taken from our frontier inhaUtcmts in 
*• the present, or in any former war.^^ 
. Xke gidlant Ckneralt at wd as some other well iitforaied offidera. 
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jfpetfa to htm ieen eonflctons of tbo^eal duuraeter of tkae Szile^ 
A0 will have been noticed in his list remark, assnruiig the oovl, 
4hat they were never captured from the white people ** in the pros 
ant, or in any former warJ*^ 

The grooad which he assumed, that the captives were piisoners 
of war, subject to the orders of the Executive, was so sclfevidently 
4rue that it could not be met or overthrown, by reason or by argu- 
jsent. 

His honor the Judge, in delivering his opinion discharging the 
?ute, disregarded all claims to right on the part of the Exiles. 
They being black, under the laws of Louisiana, were presumed tt> 
be slaves to some person ; and he spoke with exultation of the fant, 
tiiat ndther General Gaines nor the United States had claimed 
ihem as dofces ; and he declared it would be infinitely more wise 
and natural for the United SUutes to hold them as lawful prixe to 
the captors, than it would be to send them with the Indians to cul- 
tivate their lands in time of peace, and swell the number of our 
enemies in times of war ; but, on this motion, he thought the courl 
hound to regard the facts set forth in the pkintiff 's claim as tme^ 
wbA he therefore discharged the rule» and made the order of sequel^ 
tration absolute. 

There now appeared no hope of escape for those people ; they 
seemed to be the sport of fortune. For more than a century they 
and thdr ancestors had set at defiance the efforts of slaveholders^ 
assisted by Government, to reenslave them ; but they now appeared 
to be within the power of those who were anxious to con^n them 
te bondage* 

On the fifteenth of May, Lieutenant Reynolds, having retunied 
to New Orleans, wrote the Conimissioner of Indian AfiSiirs, Jayingi 
*' I arrived at this place from Tampa Bay yesterday ; was detained 
^' longer than I expected to be, in consequence of the absence of 
^* General Jessup from Fort Brooke. Arrangements are made for 
" the embarkation of the party for ' Fort Gibson,' with the ezeqfh 
*^ tM)n Mi 8ixtj*eavea oi the aegrooe, who are daimed by ^ 



VIA MB mnvm ot rteuoA. 

*^flt»n Oeorgia. The civil autliorities, I andersfeand, m[iiflre Hui 
^ these negroes be not remoyed. It appears that General Qi^nei 
*' presented himself as defendant, and ccmtended, that as the negrooi 
** were prisoners of war, the civil authority had no right to wreit 
**^ them frmn the Government's hands. The court however decided 
** contrary, acknowledging the Indians alone as prisoners, and the 
** negroes as the property of the Indians. The ease will not come 
'* on for some time, and, deeming (from all that I can learn) thaft 
*' the claim is fraudulent, it will be necessary that thej remain.^' 

Lieutenant Reynolds was deh^ed until the twenty- first of Maj 
before he was able to embark the other prisoners. One steamer left 
on the nineteenth ; and on the twenty-first, he wrote the Commis- 
moner of Indian Affairs, saying, '* Thirty-one of the negroes, out 
<* of the sixty-seven, have been selected by the claimants. These 
** negroes, I am informed, do not belong to the Indians on whom 
'* the claims have been made." 

This opened up new hopes for those to whom the clumants ad- 
mitted they had no title. There is, however, something about this 
tttrrender which we are not able to explain. It is certain that 
Lieutenant Reynolds left New Orleans on the twenty^rst of May 
with all the prisoners, both Indians and negroes then at that citj, 
except thirty-one left in charge of the sheriff, and seven Spanish 
tnaroons, whom he discharged. The remaining thirty-one were left 
in the charge of the sheriff, with Uie slave-catching vultures watcb- 
ing, and eager to fasten their talons upon them so soon as opporto- 
litty should permit. The separadon was painful. Families were 
again severed : parents were torn from their children, and brothen 
•ad sisters compelled to bid adieu to each other ; and at they could 
«fie no escape for those left at New Orleans, they ]:egarded the sep- 
•ration as final. 

But the other prisoners were on board. Lieutenant Beymdds 
•ttd other officers had done what they could, and they desired soon 
•8 possible to get the hapless Exiles, who yet remained in their pos- 
B» beyond the reach of slave-huntexs and slave-caU^is. Thai 
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mysterious power, steam, was now applied ; and rapidly the 
was driven against the strong current of the Mississippi, as the sable 
passengers cast their last, lingering look toward their friends who 
remained behind, the yictims of a tyranny-— an oppression — which 
yet disgraces the civilization of the age in which we live. The 
Indians were also thoughtful and sad, as they cast their eyes back 
towards their beloved Florida, the scenes amidst which they had 
been bom and reared ; where they had fought ; where their breth- 
ren had been slain ; where their fathers rested peacefully in tibeir 
graves. Many bitter sighs were heard, and many tears fell from 
the eyes of those prisoners as they resumed iheir voyage* for on- 
Imown homes in l^e Western Gountiy. 



CHAPIER XV. 



DIFFICULTIES IN ENSLATIXa EXILES CONTINUED. 

(Mliiis, Aftnfc for the SlAT»4ett]er, naohei Fort POEa—PriaQiKn fona-^Hft repftirt t* 
Ntw Orlraiii— reachef that City one day after the Exiles and Indians had left — He fi)l- 
towf them up the Rirer— Whole nomber of Priaonert on the two boatt^Tbey stop m 
ft* hoars at Ticksbaig— Collins orertakes them ~ Hands his Order to Reynolds —Thejr 
MMisiilt toigether — DiiBcolty in separating Indians from Negroes —They all proceed ti>- 
fether— Reynolds and Collins endeaTor to porsnade Indians to deliter oyer Negroes — 
Hmj fieftise— They reach Little Bock — Call on Governor Boane fbr military aid— Hit 
emphatio Answer— 1 hey proceed to Fort Gibson— Call on General Arbackle to separat* 
fhon- He reftases— Collins gires np all as lost— His Letter to Commissioner of Indiaa 



CoLUNS, the agent of Watson, left the City of Washington on 
the tenth of May with full powers to act for the Creek chiefis as 
well as for his principal ; fully provided, also, with orders from the 
Commissioner of Indian Affairs, directing all ofiEicers of the United 
States, in whose custody the Exiles might be, to deliver them to this 
agent of the slave-dealer. Expecting to find his victims at Fort 
Pike, he repaired to that place ; but on his arrival found they had 
left for New Orleans some days previously. He forthwith followed 
them, and reached that city on the twentynsecond of June, being 
one day after Eeynolds and his prisoners had left that city for Fort 
Gibson. 

Thus it will bo seen, that the efforts of General Gaines, and the 
active vigilance of Major Clarke and Lieutenant Eeynolds, had 
barely succeeded in getting these people under way for their west- 
ern homes, when the authority for their reenslavement arrived. 

(214) 
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Vexed and mdrtified at tbb difiapp<niitmofit» Ci^tts took passal^ 
4m. the first packet bound np the river, determined to secofe the 
Tietims of Watson's enpidity wherever be should find them. 

While Collins was thus speeding his way up the riv^, Reynolds 
and his charge, unconscious that the slare-hunter was on their tradr^ 
stopped at Yieksburg for a few hours to obtain supplies for their 
jpumey. While passing up the river, Reynolds wrote a report to 
the Commissioner of Indian AJ&irs, stating that on the boat which 
left New Orleans on the nineteenth, six hundred and 8eventy-fi)ar 
prisoners had been placed for emigration ; that on the boot whidi 
left the twenty-first, on which ho had taken passage, there were fimr 
• hundred and fifty-three — making in all twehe hundred and twenty* 
one Indians and negroes^ who wore now emigrating to the Weston 
Country. While they were lying at Vicksburg, Collins arrived^ 
and, as he states, *' succeeded in getting the order of the Commki* 
sioner of Indian Afi^irs handed to Reynolds. " This waa no* 
doubtedly correct, for Reynolds wrote the Department the same day, 
saying, *^* Since my letter this morning, enclosing an abstract cf mf 
** muster-roll, Mr. Collins, the attorney,, recognized by you, has 
** sent off various papers, in relation to certain daims for n^oes 
^' taken by the Creek Volunteers, and f/aur order lias been reeewed. 
** I have therefore made arrangements with Mr^ CdUns to oooaiH 
** pany me to Little Rock on board of my boat, that bo time may 
" be lost in the emigration on the passage fh)m here thither. Dae 
'* care will be had in selecting such only as come within your order; 
" as also to apprise the chiefe and other Indians with regard to the 
" clium. The excitement evinced at New Orleans on the part of 
*^ the Indians, convinced me of the necessity of this measure. I 
** think that, between this and Little Rock, I will be enabled td 
'* persuade diem to consent without any resistance on their part^^ 

As stated in this letter, Mr. Collins took passage at Vicksburg 
with Lieutenant Reynolds, aiMl agreed to go on with him i^ hii 
f risoners, until they cc»ild persuade the Indians to separate front 
t}ieir friends and pompanions, their wives and children, or uiltil Aey 
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(DOttll obtun » Bulitwry fimse suffideni to eompd the Btftsn&m, 
Mr. BeynoUs says that the excitement on the part dT the In- 
dians at New Orleans, had convinced him of the necessity of t^s 
measure ; and the only doubt of hb perfect sincerity rests on the 
assertion, that he thought he could, while on the voyage, mduee 
the Indians to consent to such sepctratton* 

On the twenty-seventh, they left Yicksburg for Fort Gibson^ 
While on their passage, they had full opportunity to deUberate and 
consult together as to the best mode of carrying out the plan of trans- 
fimning this small portion of mankind into property; but the universal 
laws of Nature and of Nature's God appeared to conflict with this 
riave^lealing theory. While on the passage up the river, Mr. Rey- 
nolds assembled the Indian chiefs and warriors, and laid before them 
the fai^ oonceming the claim of Watson, and, as he says, ** exphuned 
every thing calculated to appease them." But the result we ghrt 
in hia own words, expressed in a letter dated at Little Bock, Ar^ 
kansas, June second, being one week after they left Yicksburg, in 
which he says : " They (the Indians) at once demurred : Mieanopy 
** taking the lead, saying, it was contrary to the express words of 
'* General Jessup, and would listen to nothing calculated to dis- 
*' possess them of their negroes. Finding them thus determined, I 
^'prevented any communication with them on the subject until 
*^ leaehmg tibia place, when they were again called together, and I 
*' repeated all that had been mentioned to them before. I told them 
" it was needless to object ; my orders were positive, and must be 
*' ob^ed. AU was of no use ; they became, if anything, more 
'* vexed than before, and left me much exasperated. Mr. Collins 
" witnessed my exertions to carry out your instructicms ; indeed, 
^'sir, I have been excessively perplexed with these Indians and 
** negroes. I see no method in the absence of force by which pos- 
** session of the negroes can be had. The authorities here show a 
** deeided inclination to protect the Indians, and there is no doubl 
** every attempt wiU fail on our part. I have in no instance aeted 
** wkh daplioitj. The statements made, have been as they actually 



** exist. Thirty-one of die number left at New Orleans are on tht 
" offieial list handed me by Mr. Collins." 

The whole party were .dettuned several days at Little Book in 
consequence of the low stage of water. While waiting here, Col- 
lins appears to have become impatient, and anxions to get possession 
of the negroes. Indeed, from the closing remark of Mr. Beynolds^s 
letter, last quoted, we are led to suspect that little sympathy existed 
between Beynolds and this agent of the slave-dealer ; nor is it un- 
likely that an officer, bred up in the cultivation of a high and chiv- 
alrous sense of honor, would feel some repugnance at being con« 
strained to associate with any man employed in the business whidi 
brought Collins to the Western Country. Knowing, however, tiiat 
the Executive of the United States had become in fact a party in 
this disreputable transaction, he endeavored to manifest at least a 
respect for those officers of Government who had become partiei- 
pants in it. 

On the third of June, Lieutenant Reynolds addressed an offi- 
cial letter to Samuel C. Roane, Governor of Arkansas, stating th» 
circumstances in which he was placed. He set forth the ol^m of 
ibe Creeks, and their sale to Watson, together with the fact that 
Collins was then at Little Rock, anxious to obtain possession of the 
negroes; that he (Reynolds) could not deliver them to Collins 
without assistance, and on that account demanded of his Excellency 
assistance of the civil authority to aid him in carrying out the 
policy of the Federal Government. 

Here again the workings of the human heart, and the laws of 
human nature, cast insurmountable obstacles in the way of carrying 
out the Executive designs. True, Arkansas was a slave State, and 
her Governor was a slaveholder, characterized by that bold and 
generous nature which usually distinguishes the pioneers of the 
West ; but his letter breathes such a spirit of independence, such a 
bold and unhesitating regard for justice and propriety, that we pre- 
fer to let his Excellency speak for himself. The letter is couched 
in the following language : 



" I*«Ze iJoci, Jiine 4th, 1888. 

"Sib: Your note of this day has been duly received, in which 
" you call on me as the Executive of the State of Arkansas to fur- 
"nish you military force, sufficient to coerce obedience to your in- 
•* structions to surrender a number of negroes, now with the Semi- 
" nolo Indians under your command ; and stating that the Indians 
" manifest a hostile determination not to permit the negroes in (|ues- 
** tion to be surrendered to the agent or attorney of the Creek In- 
** dians. I have also examined the copies of the order from the 
** War Department, directed to you on this subject, as well as the 
** schedule of the negroes and letter of attorney, in the possession of 
** Mr. N. F. Collins, the Creek agent or attorney, to receive the 
" negroes in controversy. After due reflection on the subject, I 
*' have determined not to afiR)rd you any assistance to carry these 
** instructions into eflfect, and respectfully request of you not to 
'* attempt to turn over those negroes to the claimants within the 
** State of Arkansas, and more especially in the neighborhood of 
'* Little Rock. And I require of you to proceed with your com- 
** mand of Indians and negroes to their place of destination with 
"the least practicable delay, that the citizens of Little Rock and its 
" vicinity may be relieved from the annoyance of a hostile band of 
" Indians and savage negroes, 

" Without prejudging the claim of the Creek Indians to the 

"negroes, from the nature of things it is wholly impracticable for 

/* the claimants to make a proper designation of the negroes claimed. 

" T'here are no witnesses here that can identify the negroes — not 

, " even the person setting up the claim. And had the Government 

."intended to dispose of those negroes to the Creek Indians, it 

, " should have been done in Florida, and not bring Indians and 

" negroes into Arkansas, the vicinity of their future residence, a^d 

" then irritate the Indians to madness, and turn them loose on our 

" frontier, where we have no adequate protection — the massacre of 

" our citizens would be the inevitable consequence. 
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^ '^I Iiavo JQst yisited tbe obiefe of joor Goafmiind, and aaBOPod 
<• iliem that their negroes shoald not be tafceti from theoi, and thej" 
'* have pledged themselves that their peo|)le should go on to their 
'^ootmtiy peaceal^lj. Tour immediate departure will insure {>eaoe* 
** and avert the outrages you had such good cause to expect. 

*' You will transmit this note to the proper Department at Wash * 
" ington as a justification of the course jou may pursue in accord* 
" ance irith it. 

** I am, respectfally, 

« Toar obedient i^^vant, 
<« Jvo. O. RxmouM, SAM. 0< ROAIOL 

^ iBfe Ueut. U. S. M. 0., laid VWg Agenl, Ihd. Dep't'' 

This letter of Governor Roane certainly indicated to Mr. Collins 
a strong repugnance to the policy adopted by the War Deipartment, 
and must have convinced him that his mission was, at least, un- 
popular among men removed from the moral atmosphere in which 
the Executive appeared to live. We are not informed of its e£&cti| 
upon Mr. Reynolds; but that gentleman could not have been very 
greatly disappointed, as he had clearly predicted the failure of all 
attempts to separate the Indians and negroes. . 

A rise in the Arkansas River enabled them to resume their jour- 
ney. They reached Fort Gibson on the twelfth of June, and both 
Indians and negroes were turned over to the care of Captain Ste- 
phenson, the agent appointed to reside with the Western Seminolea, 
Here Mr. Reynolds and Mr. Collins expected to make a final efifoct 
to separate the Indians and negroes, in order that the latter bight 
be transported back to that interminable slavery which all knew 
aw^ted Aeir return io Geor^a, For this purpose. Lieutenant 
Reynolds addressed Brigadier General Arbuckle, in command at 
Fort Gibson ; but, as the correspondence between these officers 
brought the important mission of Mr. Collins ip that Western 
Country to a close, we will present these letters to the reader. 

On the twelfth of June, the day of his arrival. Lieutenant Rejr 
^Ids addressed General Arbuckle the following not^ : ., 
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**QmwBLJLLt I lierewilh enclose cnrdere, leori^ ftom tike Co 
^ oussioiier of Indian Affidrs, for the sorrendar of a certain nnodber 
*^ of negroes, belongmg to the Seminole Indians, to Mr. N. F. 
** GoMins, the attorney appointed bj the Creek Delegalion irfaidi 
** recently visited Washington, which appointment has been ratffied 
" by the Department ; and feeling myself bound to torn over all in 
*^ my possession, in obedience to sneh orders, and the Seminole 
** chiefe and Indians refusing postttvefy to give them np, I have to 
" request the employment of such a force, (General, as you may 
** deem ctdequate for carrying into effect my instruetiona. 

**I am, GeDtnl, t«ry r up ee tfu Hy, 

" Tour obedient lerTmnt, 

"JNO. G. BKYNOliDS, 

"Ijt Luut, U. S. M. C, and D'ub'g Agenty hid. Deft, 
**^mmtX IL AnuOKLB, 

M Commanding, eto.. Fort OibiOB." 

General Arbuckle was in command of the military forces of the 
United States in that Western Country, and of course felt great 
responsibility in regard to maintaining peaceful relations with the 
Indians of that region. Having maturely reflected upon the conh 
munication of Mr. Eeynolds, he returned the following answer : 

*^ HxAD QuABTBg WxsTiRV DxPAEnnRrr, Tmrns Vtfmojs, \ 
Fort GibsoHj June I8U1, 1888. i 

** Sir : I have received your letter of the 12th instant, with the 
•* papers accompanying it, in which you request me to furnish such 
" a force as I deem adequate, to enable you to turn over a number 
** of negroes that were captured by the Creek warriors in Florida, 
** to Nathaniel F. Collins, their attorney. 

" I have given your application much reflection, and have dete9^ 
*' mined to decline a compliance therewith for the following reasons: 

** First, The difficulty and uncertainty of identifying the negroes 
" actually captured by the Creek warriors, who are now with their 
*' former owners, and in company with a large number of other 
" Indian negroes, and there being no individual of character present 
'* (as flur as I am informed) who could with certamty designate 
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" ihsm, SmodcUj. The Seminole ohiefe podtif^ely dedare Ihat 
** Geoietal Jessup prosused that the negroes takra finom Hiem bj 
** Ae Creek wanrkn^ should be returned; and there is reasoa to 
" believe that soxii a fffoouse was made* other than the deolaration 
'< of the diii^s. 

'*In addidon to &e above, it is proper that I should state, that 
** the Seminofe cbi^, at the council I held with them yesterday, 
** volnntarily pledged themselves to give up the negroes in question, 
'^ provided Uie Pre^dent of tl^ United States should, after hekag 
** informed of the facts in the case, ao decide ; yet they state that 
**many of tl^ negroes have died, and that several are claimed to 
'* have been captured that were brought in by their owners when 
*^* they surrendered. 

** I am, S!r, rwj NspeotAilIy, 

^'Yoar obedient senranti, 

<'M. ARBUGKLB, 
^ J. 0. IlKrROl>M, Brevtt Br$ga4kr Qttural, Commmm^iMg. 

"1st Uetit. U. 8. M. C, and Disb'g Agent, Ind. Dept.'' 

Collins now gave up all as lost. He appears to have realized, 
that almost every officer of the army west of Florida, had conspired 
against this policy of enslaving the Exiles, while he himself seemed 
to entertain no doubt of the honor and rectitude of his own position; 
and in order to do him justice, and render our narrative brief as 
consistent, we bere insert so much of his report to the Commissioner 
of Indian Affairs, drawn up after his return to Alabama, as relates 
to his mission up to the time of leaving Fort Gibson, on his return. 
It is as follows : 

^*Tuixo«n, AUmAMA, JaljaB, ISIB. 
''Sib: Immediately after my arrival (about the first ni this 
^ month) » I was taken sick with the fever, from which I am just 
'* recovering, which will account fer the delay in communicating 
*' the result x>f my mission to procure the Semmole negroes that 
** were to have been turned over to me, as agent of the Creek 
''IiuBaaa. 
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** I bft Washingtofn on ihe 10th of May, and arrived in New 
^* Orleans on the 22d, the day after Lieutenant Bejnolds had left 
** there with the Indians and all the negroes, except thirtj-two that 
** were detained by the civil amihority, at the instance €i Love. I 
" did not overtake Reynolds until he arrived at Yicksborg, when, 
'* after some exertion, I snoceeded in having his order handed to 
'^ him ; and he came ashore, and suggested the probability of his 
'* being able to induoe the Indians to consent to deliver the negroes 
" wiMin^y (between thirty-five and forty of which, by a oomparison 
" of our lists, we found he had in his possessbn), if I would go on 
*' board and proceed up the river with him. This I acceded to, as 
*' I was anxious to pursue such a course as would tend, ever so 
" remotely, to conciliate the Indians, and harmonize with the views 
" of the officer in charge. The experience of a day or two however 
** proved that these calculations were erroneous, and I went on to 
" little Bock, to get a force to coerce their delivery. On our 
'' arrival there. Lieutenant B. called upon the acting Governor of 
" Arkansas for assistance ; hut from some cause or other he refused 
** it, as will be seen by the correspondence forwarded you by Lieu- 
'* tenant B. I then proceeded with the party to Fort Gibson, 
" calculating certainly on being able to obtain the necessary assist- 
*' ance at that place. Lieutenant B., on arriving within threo 
** miles of the fort, landed one of the boats, and proceeded with the 
** other (having all the negroes and some Indians) directly to the 
" fort, and made known to General Arbuckle the situation of the 
'* afl&ir, and presented him with all the papers. He held a lengthy 
*' interview with the Seminole chiefs, in which the various talks 
** aftd promises of General Jessup were detailed, the number and 
** identity of the negroes denied, and the validity of the whole tnuuh 
*' action questioned, etc. ; and henoe ^ conclusion, as he had 
** revived no order in relation to the negroes, he should not inter- 
** fere ; and directed Lieutenant B. to hind them with the In- 
** dkns. First, however, to condude the farce, he exacted fiom 
" each chief separately the promise, if the President should decide 
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" thai the negroes should be given up, that they would deliyer thm 
** to him. This of course they promised; any explanation or r»> 
" monstrance urged by me was unavailmg." 

16 



OHAPTEB XVI. 

VDRTHSR DmnCUIAnS IN THB WORK 07 IN8LATIN0 THI KTITiM. 

Qmvnl GainM in penon dcfondf thoM left at New Orleuu — He appetls from the ja<|f> 
ment — Effect of appeal — Authorities at Washingtou informed of diffleolties— General 
Jeirap retires ttom the command — General Taylor saceeeds him -~ He reAues to Mkm 
p<^jof General Jessnp — Recognises no prisoners as sUtbs — Letter from A4jataDt 
General — He promptly refuses to haye any thing to do in Watson's slaTo-dealing transae- 
tion — Tiiis indignant answer is receired without reply by Departmwat — Othw persons 
claim the Exiles detained at New OAeans — Commissioner driTen to the neeessl^ of 
declaring cfMrrect law on the suliject — Same as ttiat avowed by General Gaines, by Gca- 
eral Taylor, and by Hon. J. Q. Adams— Claim of Colonel Humphreys Ibr (Aaves — 
Jeesnp's answer — Reynolds returns from Fort Gibson to New Orleans — ColUns reaches 
the dtf same day — Inquirw as to the sitnatton of the thirty-one Exiles Mt there — Is 
reftrred to litijor Clark — Churk's answer— Collins leaves city in disgust— His Letter (o 
Secretary of War charging Reynolds with misconduct — Exiles remaining at New Orleani 
«M delivered to Reynolds— Are sent to Fort Gibson —Join their friends— All ate IsA 
however without permanent homes or lands — Intention of the Administration to compel 
them to unite with theCreeks— They revise- Cherokees tender them lands— They 
aattle upon Cherokee territory. 

AiTEB tbe emigrating company of Indians and Exiles had left 

- New Orleans, under charge of Lieutenant Bejnolds, Genl 

'^ Ckdnes assumed upon himself the whole responsibility of 

defending the thirty-one who remained in that dty ; for as yet there 

had been no trial upon the merits of the case, although it was pretty 

evident that the judge was strongly impressed in favor of reenslaviiig 

ibmn. The cause was duly brou^t to a hearing, and, after argument 

and consideration, the court gave judgment in favor of Uie daimants. 

This was no more than had been expected General GaineSt 

fidlUiil to his own couvioiions of justice, took an appeal to a highar 

(2aD ' 
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tribunal ; and this ap{)eai rendered it necessary for the conrt to is 
a time within which the claimants should enter bail for cosiiB and 
damages, or the negroes would be delivered up to General Qaines 
by the sheriff. 

In the meantime, the Executiye officers at Washington had be- 
come informed of the difficulties which had lun across the path of 
Mr. Collins, and felt it to be desirable that the whole matter should 
be arranged with as little discussicm as possible. 

General Jessup retired from the command of tho army in Florida 
<ni the fifteenth of May, and returned to Washington, leavikig Gen- 
eral Zachary Taylor as commander-in-chief of our militaiy forces in 
that Territory. He had shown himself prompt in the execution of 
all orders ; cool, deliberate, and firm in battle ; faithful to his men, 
to himself and his country ; but, up to this time, he had manifested 
no particular seal in the capture of negroes. Indeed, although he 
had penetrated farther into the Indian Country than any other officer 
-—had fought the bloodiest battles of any commander in Florida, 
yet he refused to draw any distinctions among hts prisoners. With 
him Indians and negroes were equally jon^en^rt of war, and tm- 
titled to the same treatment. Nor would he listen to men who 
professed to own the persons whom he captured, or who had slir^ 
rendered themselves as prisoners. 

The Administration having been a party in the sale to WatiKm; 
determined to carry out the slave-dealing arrangement witJi him ; at 
kast so &r as regarded the thirty-one negroes who yet reimained in 
New Orleans. In order to effect this object, it was deemed neces- 
sary to have the cooperation and dd of General Taylor. The Ad- 
jutant General, therefore, addressed him on the subject, enclosing 
to him the letter of the Commissioner of Indian Affiurs, dated the 
ninth of May, addressed to the Secretary of War, and heretofore 
veforred to. General Taylor evidently thought the honor of the 
service would be compromited by this slavedealing transaction. &e 
subsequently became President of the United States ; and as the 
reader will feel anxious to understand precisely the views iAichli» 
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eafeitMned, m gbe tinl pottioi of Uei letter to tho Aajataai Ge»^ 
eisl wldoh lelatoi to this sabjeot. It is in the l^iMriAg worde: 

'' I bave the honor to acknowledge your commnniaatioa of tW 
''^nlh of May, 18B8, accompanied by one g£ tlie ninth from the ^ 
** Cpmmi^oner of Indian A^ir9> addressed to Captain Cooper^ 
"Acting Secretary of War, on the subject of turning over oertais 
" negroes, captured by the Creek warriors in Florida, to a Mr. Cot 
** Una, their agent, in compliance wi^h an engagement of General 
''Jessup. 

"I know nothing of the ne^noes in question, nor of the sut^^cti 
** further' than what is contained in the communication abo^e i^ 
*< ferred to ; but I must state distinctly for the information of all. 
** concerned^ that, vfhile I shall hold myself ever ready to do thf, 
** utmost in my power to get the Indians and their negroes out of 
** fflgrida^ cm well as to remove them to their new homes west (f 
'MA« Mississippi, I cannot for a moment oonssnt to msmu^ 
'* WITH vius taansaction, ortohe concerned for the henefit of Od* 
'^lUnSf the Greek Jhdicms^ or any one else,^^ 

This lai^age was veeeired at the War Department wkboli 
reproof, although the Secretary was from South Carolina, h^ 
iy» in the diiyakous doctrines of the PaUnetto State. He quietly 
anfl^ied a Br^adier Oeoeral ihaa plainly to express his contempt 
&r thi» dttve-dealing transactkm, in which not only the War I>e»*' 
{Nfftment, but the President of the United States, was inTolred. 
^e appears to hare been willing to encounter almost any kind of 
4iKaapeot» icatfaer than call public attention to Uie subject. 

In the meantime other chums were presented to the Department 
fiNT those Exiles, or portions of those, who had been captured bj 
tb» Creeks.^ Gad Humphreys filed with the Secretary of War « 
last ci 6a^'e%!wn slaves who had fled from him in 1880,, stattDg 

(1) tkl« LttkterofMi^ Immo Clark to Commissloiier of Indian Albin, Stpt 18, 188S 
■b Dm. Ml, ta8«M. ZXTtk OoBgNM. 



Aflfb fihey hid gone tb Ae Semmoles, and tb^ a part o^ tbem llift 
jbeeii setit t^ Fort Rke. 

Colonel Humphreys appeared to regard bimself as entitled tb 
tiie poBses^on of those people ; although by the treaty of Payne's 
Landing the Seminoles had paid for all elaves residing with them 
prior to 1832 ; and had been released from dl further demands on 
account of such slaves. 

Colonel Humphreys stated that his claim had been examined bj? 
the late agent, General Wiley Thompson, and decided agctinst him ; 
but insisted that the decision was wrong, and avowed his ability fo 
show it erroneous by proper proof whenever be should have an op- 
portunity, and again demanded that the slaves should be brought 
back to Florida, where be eould present his proof without trouble. 
This letter was inclosed in one directed to Mr. Downing, Delegate in 
Congress from Florida, and by him transmitted to the Secretary of 
War, and by that officer referred to the Commissioner Of Indian Af- 
feirs. Thus driven to the wall, the Commissioner of Indian Affairs 
came out in plain and unmistakable language, asserting the doo- 
k-ine, that the Government held the power and constitutional right 
to dispose of prisoners taken in war, whatever their character may 
be. Tliis doctrine had been eloquently sustained by General 
Gaines, on the trial in New Orleans. It was the doctrine avowed 
by Hon. John Quincy Adams in the House of Representatives, 
during the next session of Congress; but it called dowft upon 
him much abuse in that body, and in the Democratic papere 
of the country. The Commissioner's report to the Secretary of 
War set forth in distinct language, that the claims of individuals to 
slaves were precluded by the action of the Government in sending 
these people West; that they had been captured by the army and 
disposed of by the Executive, and the action of the Department 
could not be changed in consequence of individuals claiming them 
as slaves. In short, he repeated the doctrine advanced by General 
Gaines at New Orleans. The report also confirmed the policy of 
Qenerdl Tsylor in disregarding the daims of IndMduals to peflbifiSB 



.^pytoed by the arnjr, and was a tacife oondemAatioti ct Ihat pQf> 
med by General Jessup, and provioosiy sanctioned by ibe Seovt- 
taiy of War. This report was passed over to the Secretary. 

That officer (Mr. Poinsett) haying received this report, traos^ 
mitted it to Colonel Humphreys. This drew from that gentleman a 
still more elaborate argument in favor of his claim, which occupies 
nearly four heavy pages in documentary form. This was abo 
transmitted to Mr. Downing, and by him passed over to the Secre- 
taiy of War ; but we are not informed whether the Secretary of 
War replied to this second argument or not. 

It is, however, important to the truth of history to notice this 
recognition of the doctrine by a slave-holding Secretary of War, 
that the Executive in time of war may separate slaves from theur 
masters, and send them out of the country, without regard to the 
rehition previously subsisting between them and their owners. The 
principle was thus recognized by Mr. Poinsett, although a citizen 
of South Carolina, acting under the advice and direction of Mr. 
Yan Buren, a Democratic President of the United States. 

General Jessup also, in a report to the War Department, declared, 
that, in his opinion, the treaty of Payne's Landing exonerated the 
Indians from all claims for slaves which accrued prior to that date, 
and that Colonel Humphreys and other claimants could only demand 
a proportion of the seven thousand dollars allowed by the Indians 
for slaves then residing among them. This suggestion was obvi- 
ously just, and was approved by the Secretary of War ; and we 
are naturally led to inquire, why the same obviously just rule was 
not applied to some hundreds of other cases precisely like that of 
Colonel Humphreys? 

In the meantime, Lieutenant Reynolds having accomplished his 
mission, so far as the emigration of the captives shipped on board 
the two boats which left New Orleans on the nineteenth and twen- 
ty-first of May were concerned, returned to that city in order to 
oom[dete the duties assigned him in regard to the thirty-one priso- 
Bon who had been detained there by legal sequestraUon. CoUina, 



iUlliAd to tho inuii npoflod in him, abo ntamed to Ntw OrliuM 
with the fall jrarpose of aeonriDg those peopk «8 slaves to Waton. 
They reaehed the eity oo the twentj-third, and found the filayeastffl 
in the posseasion of the Sheriff; as the time aasigMd hy the oomrl 
within which the plaintiff wa3 to entor hail had not expired. 

On the twenty-fifth of June, Mr* Collins addressed a note to lb. 
Beynolds, inquiring whether there had heen any decisioQ of the 
oourt upon the claim of Loye to the Seminole negroes left at thai 
place ; and what number he f Reynolds) was satisfied belonged to 
the Greek Indians ; and demanding that saoh as belonged to them 
riiould be delivered to him, under the order of the Commission^ of 
" Indian AflGiirs." 

Mr. Beynolds replied that be understood the case had been dii* 
missed ; but as he (Reynolds) was then acting under a superior 
officer (Major Clark), he would refer Mr. Collins to him. 

On the following day, Collins addressed Major Clark on the sub- 
ject ; but receiving no answer, and becoming vexed and disgusted 
with the business, he left the city on the twenty-seventh for his 
home in Alabama. In justice to Mr. Collins, we let him speak ftr 
himself, and quoto the remainder of his report to the Commissioner 
of Indian Affiurs, bemg that portion which relates to his efforts to 
get possession of these thirty-one Exiles. It reads as follows : 

** On arriving at New Orieans on my return, I found the r|pif- 
** sentotives of Love had withdrawn their claim against those thirl^ 
" two negroes that were left there, thirty-one of which Lieuteaaoi B. 
** expressed himself satisfied belonged to the claim. I addressed* 
" noto to Lieutenant R. requestmg that such of the negroes as he 
** was satisfied of the identity might be turned over to me ; he in 
" turn referred me to Major Clark who was his senior officer, mfi. 
** who had received nmilar instructions to his own. I had, in coo^ 
" pany with Lieutenant R. the day before, called upon Mi^ Claikt 
** and teamed his determinaUon in relation to the negroes. He did 
** not reeogniie the validity of his order, inasmuch as * By vim 



*(«f lite Secrelarjr of IPar' did not preoedor yovff rigbatoe, wA 
^htA even tlie faaidHiood: to steto, thtt, by «& «8Mmii«&Mi of tte 
'^*Sals, nofie of those negroes k New Orleans were en&braced tii 
**llie elftim I presented, and ^abseqnenl^y ordered Lieutenant Bey- 
** nolds to send tlie negroes for^mith to Aikansas. After I saw a 
^settled and determined purpose to &wart me there as weU as 
**^lsewhere, I left New Orleans on the next day for this place, and 
^jfince my arrival here, I have learned by a letter fr6m Lieutenant 
* Beynolds, that the negroes were sent off the next day after I left. 
" Captain Morrison I did not see. Not perhaps being as frtdtftil 
** in expedients as some others of them, he stopped at Fort Jacl- 
"son, and sent to New Orleans for transportation outfit, ete., and 
"passed the city on his way np, without but few knowing who he 
•• was, or anything else in relation to him. I learned indirectfy 
** from Major Clark, (who probably did not intend this admission 
**^r me,) that he had between twenty and thirty of the negroes on 
•** board beJonging to this claim. 

^ I am, sir, with the highest respeet, 

" You», eto., 
«• G. A. HAawB, EsqtM N. F. COLLINS. 

*<Coinm*r Indian AftJrs, Washhigton, n. G.'> 

It is most obvious that Collins believed that the military ofioeis 
of Government, who were serving at a distance from Washington, 
^ewed his mission with no particular favor, and he evidently retired 
from New Orleans with some degree of indignation. 

In file meantime, the eliumant Love, despairing of obtaining the 
tngroes, reftised to enter bail for costs and damages, in case the 
anife shouH be determined against him in the higher court, and the 
i^etiffdefivered them over to Mr. Eeynolds on the same day that 
'Cdllins left the city. On the next day, Mr. Reynolds wrote the 
CfottMisaioner of Indian Aflkhrs, saying, " Tie thirty-one negroes 
•* who were arrested, seized from me and lodged in the jaril of this 
'••cifr^, were last evening surrendered to me. The Creek attorney 
*• (N. F, Collins, Esq.) nor any authorized agent being present. 
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** and not inshing to detaift tiiem at &e expeose of tbe Oovemment, 
"they were immediate^ embarked and dnpatched West, wifh 
*• twenty-five days' proyisions, under the obarge of Assistant Con- 
" ductor Benjamin, who, to satisfy the Indiana, bad been left wilh 
*' tbe negroes at tbe period of tbe Berviee of the process ; of which 
** fact I informed tbe Department at tbe time.'' 

These tbirty-one prisoners who bad been thus detained, were now 
once more under way for their western home. Tbeir bearttr ap- 
peared to beat more freely as tbe noble steamer, which bore them 
on their way to their friends and ftttnre homes, eut loose from her 
moorings and sped her way toward her destined port. On board 
that happy craft, also, were many smiles <md hearty congratulations 
exchanged among those cbilclren of the forest, who had been borne 
along on the tide of ever-^varying circumstances. Although help- 
less and penniless, and apparently friendless, they had almost 
miraculously escaped the meshes which our Government and t^ 
slave-dealers had spread for their destruction. In due time they 
reached Fort Gibson, and were delivered over to the care of the 
proper agent, who conducted them to their frienda. And now 
some nine hundred Seminobs, and some three to four hundred 
Exiles, had reached the Indian Country ; they constknited the first 
party of that nation who, driven from their homes — -their native 
wilds "^ had consented to be taken to a Grange land. 

They had been assured by General Jessup and all officers whd 
«poke for the Government, that the treaty of Payne's Landing^waii 
to be complied with. To enforce that treaty had been the order of 
General Jackson. General Cass had declared that the Indians 
muM campfy with that ire^ ; while, to our Indian agents, he 
asserted it to be the policy of ^e Government to tmUe the Oreekt 
and Seminoles ct$ one people, 

Bi^t the Indians and Exiles were constantly assui'ed, that they 
^ro to have a tract of country set off to their separate use; and' 
when they entered into tbe artidts of capitulation wil% GeneraF 
Jessup, on the eighteenth of March, 1837, that officer, on behalf 
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of the United States, had sdpnlated to protect the Indians and 
" their allies * ' in the enjoyment of their lives and property. 

But now the turpitude and guilt of the Executive were revealed. 
The orders of the agent directed him to take them on to the terri- 
tory assigned to the Creeks. This would suhject them to Creek 
jurisdiction and Creek laws; and they were perfectly conscious 
diat every Exile would be immediately enslaved. Yet there was 
no oountry which they could call their own. The perfidious pre- 
tense of enforcing the treaty of Payne's Landing, without giving 
them a separate territory according to the supplemental treaty, now 
stood exposed in its proper light. Abraham was a man of influence 
with his brethren. He had used his utmost e£R>rts to induce them 
to emigrate. He had been honest. He believed in the integrity 
of our nation, of its people, its government ; but his error had been 
fiital. The Exiles were in the Western Country, without a home, 
and with no means of supp(M*t, except the stipulation of Govern- 
ment to furnish them provisions for one year. 

It was at this time, when a Christian government had violated 
its faith, most solemnly pledged, in order to enslave a people who 
for ages had been fi%e, that a Pagan government performed towards 
the Exiles and Seminoles the Christian duty, the hospitality, of 
fbmishing them temporary homes. The Cherokees had volunteered 
to exert their influence with the Indians and Exiles in favor of 
peace. They had induced many of ihem to come into the Ameri- 
can eamp under flags of truce which had been violated, and their 
persons seised, held prisoners, and sent West. They had them- 
selves, apparently, been involved in this treachery practiced by our 
Qovemment, and, under these circumstances, they consented to 
share their own possessions with the Seminoles and Exiles watil 
further arrangements were made ; they consented to have the Semf- 
ndes and Exiles settle on their land for the present, until the Gk>T- 
emment oould be induced to fulfill its most sacred eompacts widr 
these Tietims of slavehoUing perseeations. 



CHAPTEK XVII. 

TOTAL FAUUBE OF ALL EFFORTS TO' ENSLATE THE SZILB8. 

JMians and Exiles complain— GoTemment dif regards tbdr complaints— Farttisr •OdcIi 
to enslave Exiles — They fiUl— General Arbuckle's Beport — Collins charges Reynolds 
with miMondact— Reynolds called on to explain- His reply and proofli — Collins de- 
■tres claim to be made against Creek Warriors— They rafos* to notio* St^Polltlflid 
feelings- Watson presents his claim to Congress— Resolution of that body calling for 
information — Answer— House I>oo. 226 — IMgression- Proceedings on claim befort 
CoogrssB — Ita final settlement 

The Indiaes and Eidles who had emigrated, now found them- 
\M^ 1 selves separated at the distance of more than a thoosand 
miles from th^ir hrethren in Florida, with whom ihej 
oould hold no interooorse. They were without a country — without 
permanent homes — ^residing upon the lands of the Cherokees, at 
the mere sufferance of that Trihe, whose humanity had been awa- 
kened, and whose sympathy had been extended to them. Their 
situation and discontent were duly communicated to the Ezeoutive; 
but it appears to have been regarded as of too little importance to 
reoeiye attention. 

But while the President and the War Department disregarded 
all complaints ooming from the Seminoles and Exiles, they relaxed 
no efibrt to secure Watscm in the possession of the ninety human 
b^gs whom he had purchased of the Creek Indians, at the request 
4[ the Executiye. 

As the last resort, instructions were sent to General Arbuokle, 
eommanding in the West, to make investigations, and asoertun 
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what more could be done for the reenskyement of tliose people. 
That officer replied to this communicatioa as follows : 

^ HiAD QuAETua 2d Dxpabtmirt, WmKBV Dnrnwir, \ 
Fort Gibson, Av^. 27th, 1888. > 

" Sir : I had the honor, on the 22d instant, to receive your in- 
'* structions of the 21st ultimo, together with the papers to which 
** they refer. I extremely regret that the United States is liable to 
** suffer loss in consequence of the Creek warriors having sold, and 
" received pay, for the negroes they captured from the Seminole 
'' Indians in Florida ; and these negroes having been imprudently 
** returned to the possession of their former owners at New Orleans, 
** and brought to this place, with two hundred or more other ne- 
** groes belonging to the Scminoles. Owing to these transactionSt it 
"would be extremely difficult, if not impossible, to identify at most 
•* but few of them ; and from the present position of this case, it is 
" not probable that one of the negroes wiU he oUadned except hy 
*^ farce. For further information in relation to this subject, I beg 
*♦ leave to refer you to my letter to Captam Armstrong, Actmg 
** ^iperintendent of the Western Terntory, (^ this date, a copy of 
** which is herewith enclosed. I shall do all in my power to pre- 
** v^t loss to the Government, and will at an early period henre 
** the honor to advise you of the measures taken in the case. 

**I have ftha honor to be. Sir, with great fesptet, 

"Tour obedient serrant, 

« M. AKBDCKLE, . 
^'Baa. J. IL P01K8BTT, Brivet Brig. Gen% U. & A, 

" Secretary of War." 

The letter to Captain Armstrong, Superintendent of the Western 
Territory, was as follows : 

*< HsAD Qu^Bxitw 2n DiPABTnitT, Wjtnnur Bmnav, \ 
Ftirt Gibson, Aug. 27, 188S. > 

** Sir ; I received by the last mail, from the honorable the Sed- 
" retary of War, a communication under date of the 21st ultlnft, 
**on the subject of the negroes captured by the Creek wari^iors, 
'* together with a letter from the Commissioner of Indian Affi£rs tb 



'fjOta SecKtMyof War, tmdwr dacto of Ike leUi tMmOg Mfte^gf t6 
*^ &it^ s«l»jeet> OQpies of whioh are berew^h ^endosed. AH o^t 
*^p«peni oir tmnsaeiti^ms in relntion to Ibis matter, it is presnmedV 
*^J0tt afe apprised of It wiH be seen bj Uie eemmttmcatiotK fftsi 
'* referred to, tbat it was not known at Wasbington, at tbe date of 
'* that letter, tbat tbe Creek warriors bad been paid for tbe negroes. 
** That oireoitisttfioe, however just to tbe warriors and proper, so 
" fkr as you have bad an agency in tbe affair, will increase tbe 
** difficulty of obtaining the negroes, as it is believed tbe Creek 
*^ waxriors mil net now give themselves my trouble to have the 
** negroes deHvered to tbe individuak to whom ^ey sold tbe». 
"An^ notwiihstaBding tbe pledge of the Seminole obiefb to me, t» 
'* fiucrender Uie negroes in tbe event tbe Government sboukl so 
**WimBe (after reconsidering their claim to them), I de not be- 
'^lieve they WiH comply with their promise, with the knowledge 
u that tbe OiagroeB are to be taken from this country as t^e seitai^ 
'! fif a wihile aum. Finally, as tbe Seminoles are grea% under Uie 
'^ iaAuaiiee o( %hms negroes, there is searcely a hope tbat tbe cap 
** tured negroes will be surrendered without the applieatioB of force. 
'^ (wMch ]g net roquked) ; and, m tbat event, U is not probable 
*t QkeftaisM be bad, as they would no doubt run «w&y tbe momenl' 
** Aitf am infottted & miMtaiy force is to be empl(^ed teti^e them. 
'* And la si»h ease^ it is beHeved, tbey would be assisted, wben 
*' necessary, by most of the Seminoles, and by dl tbe SmnMioleatti 
'^ C^B^ negroes; and if tlie capti»:ed negroes could be placied in 
<<ib8 posseasioa of the Creek agent, he would not detain ibem a 
*' moment withoi:^ he bad a scutable guard f<^ tbat pinpose. I 
am therefore of tbe opinion, that tbe best means that can now be 
'^resoitad to, to prevent loss to tbe United States, is, if posttble* 
''io iindnce && Semmoks to refond, horn thek annuity, the sam 
"paid, to the Cceek waniors for the negroes, and the intereel Ott 
** the mm» wb^ paid. I will be much graiiied if you^ can viril 
'Mhis post ia six fm eigl^ dfiys, iriien the S^nole ebkfo ea» bi 
** assembled here, with tbe object of inducing ihenl t» i^ree>tatt»^ 
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** measure piopoeed» or each other as iinj be deemed advMUe* 
** In the event that it maj not be oonyement tm you to be at tliui 
" pott at an early period, I request that y^u will &Tor me with 
" your views on ihe subject of this communication by the retmn of 
"maU. 

"I am, Sir, nith much zespeet, 

** Toor obedSeni aerrsat, 

«<lt. ABBUOKUI, 
« Cspt W. Abmsteoko, ^ Brevet Brig. 6e»*<, U.&A. 

** Acting Sup't W. Ter., Choctaw Agtncj.'* 

This correspondence might well have concluded the effinrts of the 
Executive to deliver these ninety Exiles to the slave-dealer. It 
were unnecessary to say, that General Arbuckle's labws in this be- 
half proved useless. He had foretold such £ulure in his letter to 
the War Department. In January, 1837, the Creek warmrs cap- 
tured these people, and for almost two years the influence of the 
Sxecutive had been exerted to enslave them; but a sepes of inci- 
dents, unequaled in real life, had constantly succeeded each othw, 
preventbg the consummation of this intended crime ; yet the slave 
power was inexorable in its demands. 

These circumstances fiuled to convince the President that it was 
useless for the Executive of a great nation to contend against the 
plainest dictates of justice ; against those convictiMis of right whidi 
dwell in the breast of every human being who has not extinguiidied 
the moral fedings of his nature. 

Collins having returned to his plantaticm in Alabama, deliberately 
drew up and transmitted his report to the Commissioner of Indian 
Affidrs, which we have heretofore quoted. But when he was sub- 
se<{aently infonned that the thirty^two Exiles who were in the hands 
of the Sheriflf at New Orletos had, on the day of his leamg that 
city, he6n delivered over to Reynolds, and sent West, his indigna- 
tion was further excited, and he immediately wrote the Oomims- 
mmi&t of Indian Aflbirs again m<M^ distinctly charging &e officers 
engaged in the emigration of these people with badfliiith. Ih 
wrote as follows ;. 
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« MoKTOomsry Alabaki, Aug. 8» 188S. 
'* Sib : Since writing you a week Bince, I have understood Aal 
*' Lieutenant Reynolds has infonned you that on his arrival in New 
'* Orleans the negroes that were detained there had been surren- 
** 4ored to him, and that, in consequence of my not being iliere, 
"they were sent off to, etc. After seeing so much duplicity and 
** management as has been manifested by the officers with whom 
" I have recently had intercourse, particularly Lieutenant IL, I am 
"not surprised at the above statement. Lieutenant R. is well 
" apprised that the negroes had been turned over to him while I 
" was in New Orleans ; and it is also suscq)tible of proof that 
•* during my stay there arrrangements were privately making to 
'* charter a boat to transport them. After I learned this, I pur- 
" posely threw myself in his way ; but he said not a word to me in 
** relation to the negroes, until I addressed him the note which is 
'* herewith enclosed. After receiving his answer, I, in his presence, 
" addressed the enclosed copy to Major Clark ; but before I had 
" procured a messenger to carry it to Major C, Lieutenant B., 
** after being a short time absent from the room, returned, and in- 
** formed me he had seen the Sheriff, and he had refused to turn 
** over the negroes to him, which rendered it, as I conceived, un* 
" necessary to send the note to Major C. After my return home, 
" he wrote that (the next day after I left it seems) the Sheriff ro- 
" viewed his decision, and a second time turned them over to Lieu- 
" tenant IL ; and as he stetes in his letter to me, that Major Clark 
" ordered them to proceed forthwith .to Arkansas. Why was it 
"necessary, then, for me to have been there, since he had yielded 
" eteiyt^ng to his senior officer, and that officer he knew had de- 
"iermined not to respect the order he had received, and had de» 
"termined (as his previous statement and subsequent eondact 
" prove) to send them forthwith to Arkansas ? It is about suoh a 
" 8ubterfug|e as the Sheriff turning the negroes and withhcdding 
"Aem after my letter to Major C; was seen, and then taming' 
"them over again after it was known I had left. It Is doe Lieu* 
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*' tenant B^ to obserre, that he stated to me the Sheriff had told 
**hm a lie. I know net what object he eoold hare bad in ykw in 
** doing so. 

'* I remained m New Orleans towc days, in which time I beoame 
** eonvinoed from the manenvering that was evinced that Holing 
** would be gained by a longer stay, and as the sickly season was 
'^ approaching, I kfb with the eoaviction that the Sheriff wonld alter 
'* his decidon as soon as I left there. 

<' I un, with the highetk respect, sir, 

"Yours, etc., 
«( C. A. Hakrib, Ssq., N. F. COLLINS, 

« Commissioxia? lodlui Aflaka JgmU Grtek Wmrien.^ 

It is worthy of notice that this agent of a slave-dealer should thus 
address, to one of the Executive Pepartments of this august 
nation, complaints against the sworn officers of our Government ; 
but it is still more worthy of note that the War Department should 
call ett its authorized and sworn agents to respond to complaints 
coming from such a source. Copies of CoUins's two letters were 
immediately enclosed to Lieutenant [Reynolds, accompanied by a 
letter from Commissioner Harris, of which we give a copy : 
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** Sib : I enclose copies of two letters from N. F. Collms, Esq., 
'* (one of the twenty-ninth ultuno and the other of the eighteenth 
" instant,) in relation to the negroes which you were directed to 
*'turn over to him as the agent of the Creeks. From these papers, 
'' and from other information received here, it would seem there has 
** been great disregard, if not a violation, of the orders «f the War 
'* Department in this matter. I trust you wiQ be able to nuike 
'* such explanations of your conduct as will relieve you from cen- 
** gupd -— a prompt answer is desired, 

** It may not be amiss to inform you that, when on doty in the 
" Itt^Ban Department, you are bound to obey the orders of noitnli- 
** taxy oflicer, lyless you have been placed under his^ direetfoiL 



^ Caplam Mbrrisoii Is Ae only 9xmj offioer imtbodnod 4p waftA 
** jour movements. 

"Very, etc., 
^liMt J. e. BvTifAXAt. O. A. HABMS, CommiMiouitJ* 

These iatimatioDS to Lieatenant Beyndds (^ oenftfr^, uid Ae 
diBtiQct call for explanationSy could be neither misinterpreted nor 
misniMlerstood ; and, although the complaints and charges had been 
preferred not merely by a man in private life, but by an individnd 
whose very employment as an assistuit slave-dealer had zendeiiBd 
him odious and infamous among honorable men, yet this <^^r who 
had fought under the flag of his country, and was ready at any 
moment to peril his life in the support of his country's honor, was 
now coni^rained to meet charges coming from an infamoiu sonroe. 
The surprise of Lieutenant Reynolds at this procedure was ^^^ 
pressed in the following letter : 

" New Ouiiits, Sept. 20, 1888. 

** Sir : Your letter, dated twenty-seventh ultimo, enclosing 
•• copies of two communications received at your office from Mr. N. 
** P. Collins, the Creek attorney, came to hand on the tenth in- 
'* slant. I was surprised at being called upon to answer for ' my 
" conduct ' toward Mr. Collins, as also the Department for disre- 
•* garding its orders. Indeed, sir, I have been, in my own estima- 
" tion, too faithful a servant in the special department in which it 
** was the pleasure of General Jessup to assign, and you to con- 
*' tinue, me, to make a defense to the allegations advanced by Col* 
" lins. At the time of Mr. CoUins's departure from this cily, he 
^ did not evince that virulence of feeling that he has thought proper 
*' to express in his letter ; on the contrary, he was then apparently 
" under the full conviction that I had done all that was possible to 
" idd him, and carry out the orders received in relation to the 
*• negroes in question. What object could I possibly have in wish- 
^ ing clandestinely, and in the very face of orders, to send tho^a 
** negroes to Arkansas? Had Mr. CoUms been here, sir, so fiur M 
17 
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C^ line 4X>iioenMd, he ehodd liaTe Jiad ifae negroes upon idenUty. 
" I enclose papers, sir, from varioos gentlemen to disprove the asaer- 
" lion of Mr. CoUio% ' that the negroes were in mj posaesuon ckt- 
'' ring the time he was here ; ' on the contrary, they did not come 
" into my hands until some time alter his departure. It is true, I 
*' have frequency referred to Major Claris for advice in matters 
" relative to my official mtuatton. It was on aoeount of the high 
" regard I have of his charader as a gentleman, and an officer <^ 
''long standing and experience, and whose integrity stands pre- 
** eminently and deservedly high. 

" I h&Te the honor to be, sir, Texy respeetflil]^, 
" Tour obd't serraat, 

" JNO. G. REYNOLDS, 
9 G. A. Habbu. U. S*M. C. JHA. Agent, Ltd* JkpH. 

*< Com. Ind. Affidrs, Washington Citj, B. C. 

We have too little space in this work to copy official papers to 
any considerable extent. Those which accompanied Lieutenant 
Reynolds's reply were — 

First. A full statement of facts from Sheriff Buisson, showing 
that the thirty-one prisoners, who had been in his charge, were 
not turned over to Major Clark until the twenty-eighth of June, 
1838. 

Second. A full statement of facts by George Whitman, owner of 
the steamboat, who contracted to carry the prisoners West. 

Third. A similar statement by Major Clark of the facts that 
came within his knowledge, accompanied by a copy of a communi- 
cation from Jno. C. Casey, Acting Seminole Agent. 

All these statements showed that Lieutenant Reynolds had 
strictly obeyed his orders ; and whether they proved satisfectory to 
the War Department or not, we are unable to state. It is, however, 
believed, that no further proceedings were had in relation to the 
conduct of that officer. 

Mr. Collins, finding that he possessed some influence with the 
War Department, on the eighteenth of October, wrote the .Gom^ 
missioner of Indian Affidrs, saying, *' I have now to refuest that. 
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" ghoold General Arbnokle be unable to comply with the instnib^ 
** tions I understand he has received, (which from my knowledge 
** of the Indian character I have no doubt he will,) this claim may 
" be laid before the agent who may be appointed to investigate ibif 
" chums <^ the Creeks with the necessary documents ; that it may 
" be examined and reported on by him." 

In answer to this letter, Mr. Crawford, Acting Gosunmissionet 
ci Indian Affidrs, replied, stating that General Arbudkle had, on 
the twenty-eighth of September, informed the Department that thfe 
negroes could only be obtained by military force. Mr. Crawlbrd 
also assured Mr. Collins that General Arbnckle had been instmot«d 
to act in concert with Captain Armstrong for the purpose oi obtaint 
ing a treaty with the Indians by which provisions for thiis claim 
would be made ; and that the necessary papers had been transmiU* 
ted to those gentleman to enable them to act with a correct und^ 
standing of the subject. 

But the Creek Indians. appear to have become impressed with 
Ae opinion, that the whole proceeding was either unjust or dishon^ 
orable, and they whoUy refused to participate any further in iha 
transaction. 

Hie Exiles and Indians wero now living on the Cherokee landi^ 
The Greeks would have nothing further to do with Watson, nor with 
the United States, in rogard to the captured negroes. The Semiilda 
Indians showed no disposition to surrender them to slavery, and ih% 
Exiles themselves exhibited no intention of going voluntarily int^ 
bondage. General Arbuckle advised against the employment of a 
military force to eflfect that object ; and to all present appearances 
these ninety Exiles had, through a train of mysterious ineident8» 
beei\ preserved from bondage. The Florida War had become «»• 
popular ; and Watson, the purchaser of the supposed slaves, had 
warm personal friends among the Whigs of Georgia. They weit 
quite willing to subject Mr. Yan Buren to any degroe of odium in 
their power. Watson, therefore, sent his petition to Congress, ask- 
bg indemnity for the loss of idaves wh<»n he ind poithased jq£ thi 
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^oeksatHieiiistanoe, md lij Ihe leoommendaition, ai &e Sxaoo- 
livo ttffimB of GhiTtti'iaueiit. 

In order to sustua the claim of Watson, it wm neeeesai; to 
pbce the ImiIi attending tkis transaction before the House of B«p- 
naentativtis. For Has purpose a resoluUon was adopted, on tkn 
twentj-eigbth of January, 1839, calling on the Secretary of Wsff 
Ibr ** mifAx ittlbrmation as was to be found in his offiee touching tbe 
** oaptnre oi negroes snd other property from the hostile Indians, 
** daring ^e present war in Florida." 

In answer to this resolution, the Secretary of Y^avr on the trnmBt* 
IgfHMTenlh of February, made report, embracing one hundred and 
twantynttx pages of printed matter. It was numbered H. Doc. t^, 
and ordered to be printed. From that document much ii^orauitkm 
has hoexk obtained in regard to the capture and emigraticm of this 
tot paily of Indmns and Exiles to the Western Countiy. 

The result of this speculation in human flesh k so essential to a 
oorredt appreciation of the whole transaction, that we deem it proper 
to gifo, in this eonnection, the proceedings of Congress npon thai 
ibbjeet ; although it may appear to be rather a digression from ihe 
chronological narration of events which constitute the suliject of 
oitriastofj. 

& will be recollected that the Commissioner of Indian A&ira, 
la his letter to the Secretary of War, dated the first of May, 1838, 
•aggestsihat ^ mi^t loreate agitation, were the Department to ask 
Chmgreas for an appropriation of money to carry these Bxil^ to 
AMea., or for ai^ other disposition of them ; that, to suppress all 
ditoassimi in Ckmgieas upon the subject of slaveiy, gag^resolutions 
•ttd gag^niies hi^ been adopted at each session since 1835. It 
iMB under the operation of these rules that the advocates of slavery 
expeotod to pais a bill to indemnify Watson for his loss in failing 
to'enslaro theae &Oes. 

iRflo n I^^>™g ^ summer oi 1839, the document, No. 226, 

above fefonwd to, was printed. According to the practice 

of lbiA4igr, Inr, ev«n of tke members of Congress, ezionined tbeao 
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jbcnments. A oapj of this, however, ma pliicod on fflo> widi 
Walioii'g petitioa and other papers, as evidence o& whieh fait olala 
rested. 

At the commencement of the next sessiont the Author of this 
irork, being a member of the Hoose of Representatives, was placed 
upon ihe committee of Claims ; at the head of which was Hon. 
David Bussel, of Washington County, New York, a man of greaA 
kidostry, integrity and ability ; always independent, aeoording to 
the general views of that day, and upright in the discharge of official 
duties. Hon. William C. Dawson, of Georgia, was also a member 
of that committee, and appeared to take mnch interest in this claim. 
He was a man of much suavity of manner ; one of that class of 
Southern statesmen who felt it necessary to carry every measure by 
the inflaence of personal kindness, and an expression of horror at all 
agitation of the slave question, under the apprehension that it might 
dissolve the XJpion. 

Mr. Dawson was anxious to get this claim of Watson through 
Congress, and, not expecting the Chairman of the committee en 
Claims to ^vor its passage, requested the Author to eiamine and 
give support to it. It was that examination which gave him the 
first information as to the real cause of the Florida War. After a 
fall and thorough investigation, he assured Mr. Dawson that he 
would be constrained to oppose the passage of any bill giving iur 
demnity to Watson. At that time it was the usual practice for the 
committee on Claims to leave all petitions asking pay for slaves, or 
which involved the question of slavery, without reporting upon 
them, lest they should cause agitation. There being no prospect 
of obtaining from the committee a favorable report, the case was at 
the next session of Congress referred to the eommittee on Indtam 
Affairs, who reported in its favor, providing for die payment of the 
full sum which Watson gave the Creeks, and interest tJiereoa &mm 
the time of the contract up to the time of passing the bill. 
f fill 1 ^^^ ^^^ ^^ placed on the calendar, and in 1841 ih^ 
Author endeavored to call attention to it, in a speech i 
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in the House of Bepresentotiyea on Uie *' Florida War." This led 
some members to examine it ; and some of them, more independent 
than others, declared their hostility to its passage. 

In the TTTenty-eighth Congress, the Author, having become ob- 
noxious to the slaveholders, was removed from the committee oa 
Claims,^ and Watson's petition was again referred to that oommit- 
toe, in order that it should receive the prestige of its influence ; bat 
it was reported upon late, and was so low on the calendar that it 
•was not reached during that Congress. 

In the Thirty-first Congress, Mr. Daniels, Chairman of 
the committee on Claims, reported it in February. But 
General Crowell, of Tnimbull County, Ohio, being on the commit- 
tee, opposed its passage, and caused a postponement for that session; 

1Q4Q T ^"^ ^* ^^® "^^^ ^^^^"^ ^*' ^^» *^^ ^ ®^^^*' discussion, 

passed over without any final action upon it. 

At the Thirty-second Congress, the committee on Claims was 

jet more favorably constituted for the slave interest — Mr. Sacket, 

of New York, and Mr. Bantoul, of Massachusetts, being the only 

<1) Hon. Elisha Whittlesey, the predecessor of Mr. GkldiDgs, long and ably presided over 
the committee on Claims. He was a man of antiriog industry ; and when he found ft 
Ikecessary to report on a slare ease, In 1885, ho wrote the Register of the Treasury, inquii<- 
Ing if slayes had ever been paid for by the United States as property. Hie reply stetef 
they had not ; and the committee reported adversely to the case, although it was one of 
the strongest character possible. Francis Larche, living near New Orleans, owned a horse, 
«art and slave. The day before the battle below that city, in 1814, they were impressed into 
the service ; and while thus held by the United States authorities, on the day of the battle, 
the horse and slave were killed by cannon shot, and Larche petitioned Congi-ess for compen< 
■atton for the loes of his slave. Mr. Whittlesey drew up an able report ntftaslng such ooa»- 
pensation. 

At the commencement of the Twenty-seventh Congress, Mr. Oiddlngs was placed at the 
1i6ad of that committee *, but, being obnoxious to the adrocates of slavery, he was removed 
from that pecitioii at the commencument of the Twenty-«l|^th Congress ; yet there seemed 
to be an impression that his successor should be taken firom Ohio, and Hon. Joseph Vanoe 
was made Chairman. &e was a man at that time somewhat advanced in life, and not ao^ 
iMMtomed to legal Investigations. Cases which required researdi, wen osually consigned 
to some subordinate member of the committee. It was while he was acting; as Chalmuui| 
that this ease of Watson was first reported upon fovorably by the oommltkee on Claims, 
sltlioQgh it had never befbre been regarded by that committee as entitled to any eBOoa» 
lift* 
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Iwo members upon it who openly resisted the dare poorer:. Mc* 
Edgerton, of Ohio, Mr. Seymour, of Connecticut, and Mr, Curtis, 
of Pennsylvania, being Northern Democrats, remained silent 
during the discussion of this claim. It was however again reported 
by the Chairman, Mr. Daniels, of North Carolina, at an early day, 
and a full determination to carry it through was manifested by the 
alaTeholders. 

Both of the great political parties were at that time (1852) en- 
deavorbg to suppress all agitation of the slave question. Soutben . 
men, particularly, were horrified at every appearance of di^ussiott 
in relation to the *' pecculiar institution ; " and they hoped to pMH 
this bill without even an examination of its merits before the Houfle. 
But the opponents of slavery were not idle. Eflforts were privately 
made to call attention of gentlemen to this claim, thait they migfast 
examine its merits before it came up for discussion ; and on looking 
into it, a number of membeis prepared t^ oppose its passage., 

p^ After one or two postponements, it came on for diaonfih 

sion on the twentieth of February^ 1852. Mr* Sacked, 
of New York, met the case at once, in a speech whioh showed thmt 
he had ^died it very thoroughly, and understood it perfeoUy. 
He insisted that slaves were not plunder, and did not come within 
the contract of General Jessup, which gave to Creeks the ** plun- 
der " they might capture. 2d. That fte whde transaction was one 
of speculation on the part of Watson, inasmuch as the report set 
forth that the negioes were worth at least sixty thousand doUartf, 
while he paid only fourteen thousand and «x hundred dollais-^ 
being less than one-fourth their value, evidently taking upon him- 
setf all risk of title and possession. 3d. That the ofl&cers of Gar- 
emment had no authority to involve the nation in tliis slave^ealing 
transaction. 4th. That those officers were not the Government, 
and could not bind the people to pay their funds lor human fle^. 

Hr. Abercr<»nbie, of Alabama, was in favor i^ the claim* He 
dediffed that he was in Fonda at die time of tliis oootmot, aad 
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kfiew aH aI)oat it, and that it was well nliderstood that tba teitt 
••phmder'* dki include slaves. 

Mr. Daniels, Chairman of the committee, fblt called on b j tli0 ' 
efibrt of Mr. Saeket to speak early in the disenssion. He insisted 
Ihat General Jessup, the Commissioner of Indian Afi&irs and 8ee- 
letary of War, fully understood the case ; that it was understood 
by the parties that the term " plunder '' did include slaves; thai 
Watson was drawn into this matter, partly, to relieve the Gk)vem- 
nent from the transaction in which it had become involred. He 
inrai^ied that the negroes captured were skwet of the Seminoles ; 
but when inquired oi on that point, could only say, that efficen 
engaged in 1^ Florida War had spoken of them as such. He was 
sradi embarrassed by interrogatories propounded to him by Hr. 
Stanton, of Ohio, and other gentlemen. 

Hr. Mace, of Indiana, a DenK)crat, took a s^ort and comprehefi- 
mve view cf the case. He, nor any other man could tell whether 
ftese negroes were slaves or freemen. On the part of the officers 
of Oovemment, there was not a single impulse of humanity manir 
Ibsted in regard to these people ; but all their endeavors were pat 
ibrth to enslave them. He was entirely opposed to the Dill. 

Hon. John W. Howe, of Pennsylvania, would never give hts 
Vote in £ivor of regarding men, and women, and children, as j^ftm- 
ebr. He commented with much force upon the contract, and the 
documentary evideuee before the House, and would maintaiit tise 
humanity of all prisoner captured in war. He sustsdned doe post 
^cm of General Gaines, that they were prisoners of war. 

On the tenth of March the bill came up again for oonsideratiod, 
when Mr. Johnson, of Ge(M*gia, advocated its passage in a very 
elaborate spee^. He differed fk>m Mr. Saeket, Mr. Howe, and 
those who opposed the bill, mostly upon the great question — in»at- 
iag that slaves vrere property is^nder our Federal ConstitutioB ; Unt 
fte people captured by the Creek Indians were not possessed of 
toy rights ; that &ey were to be regarded as mere chattels : hr 
deed, this point lay at the foundation of the entire discussion. He 
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bowerer sought to add strength to the dakn bj readisg letters finoi 
Mr. Crawford, Commbsioner of Indian Affiiirs, and from Mr« Poin- 
sett, Secretary of War, to show that they sympathized with tke 
slave-dealer, and were desirous that this bill should pass. 

Mr. Welch, of Ohixy, in few words, declared his oenvietion tJiat 
these negroes were prisoners of war, to be treated as such, and not 
to be regarded as slaves or chattels. 

Mr. Evans, of Maryland, thought it difficult to understand the 
case, but would adopt the views of Judge Iverson, of Georgia; that 
gentleman had been a member of the House of Bepresentatives, 
and his statements could be relied upon. He read a long affidavil 
showing the recollections of Mr. Iverson, and, as the United States 
bad the property in possession, he would vote for the bill. 

Mr. Stuart, of Michigan, now a Democratic Senator, tiumght Him 
Government had been in great difficulty in getting these Seminoles 
to go West ; they would not go without the negroes, many of whom 
had intermarried with the Seminoles. By the treaty which General 
Jessup made, in 1837, our Government was bound to send the 
negroes West, and having done so, was bound to pay Watson for 
his loss. 

Mr. Skelton, of New Jersey, a Democrat, recognked no power 
in ikkis or any other government to treat prisoners of war as skivm* 
The discussion had become interesting, and, in some degree, eonsli^ 
tuted an agitation of the slave question ; and as the committee rose 
without taking a vote upon the bill, Mr. Orr, of South Carolim» 
moved a resolution precluding further debate upon it; but thtv 
House adjourned without taking a vote on the resolution. 

The case came up again on the tenth of April, when a resohition 
to close debate in one hour was adopted. The House then resolved 
itself in committee ; and Mr. Bartlctt, of Vermont, a Demoor^, 
took the position that the Government, nor its offieers, Imd power 
to enter into any agreement with Indians or white men, by which 
they should enjoy any privilege, or receive any cempensatioiiy not 
authorized by law ; that the contract between Greneral Jessup and 
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the Greeks was of no validity, but absolutely void ; and every 
transaction touohing the enslavement of the Exiles was without ao- 
^rtty, and of no efl^. 

Mr. Walsh, of Maryland, insisted that the Indian tribes were 
not nations, and ought not to be treated as such ; that it was not 
incumbent on the friends of the bill to show that slavery existed 
among the Seminoles ; if they lived within a slave State, they might 
hold slaves ; that the Government had the right to* enslave the 
negroes when captured. 

Mr. Sweetzer, of Ohio, Democrat, denied the authority of G^en• 
eral Jessup to make any contract for the services of the Greek 
warriors other than the law had provided; nor could he have 
authority to make any stipulation as to the disposal of prisoners 
when captured. 

Mr. Southerland, of New York, a Whig, thought the question of 
davery was not necessarily involved in this case ; that the United 
States, having sent the negroes West, were bound to indemnify 
Watson for his loss. 

Mr. Daniels, by the rules of the House, had one hour to reply, 
after the expiration of the time for closing debate. He attempted 
to reply to some of the arguments ofl^red against the bill, but ad- 
vanced no new position. At the expiration of his speech the vote 
was taken, and the bill reported to the House as agreed to in com- 
mittee. The previous question was then called^ and under its 
operation the bill passed — seventy-nine members voting in fiivor 
of its passage, and fifty-three against it. 

One member from the slave States, Williamson B. W. Gobb, of 
Alabama, voted against the bill. All the other members from the 
slave States voted for it ; and were aided by the votes of members 
from the free States, as follows : 

From 2few Hampshire: Hany Hibbard — 1. 

ifa$$achu$eUs : Wm. Appleton, Zeno Scudder — 2, 

ifisw Tark: Abram M. Schemmerhom, James Brooks, (Gilbert 
Dean, F. S. Martin, Abram P. Stevens, Joseph Southerland — 6. 
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OonmeUeut: Coffins M. IngersoU*— 1 

New Jersey: R. JI. Price— 1. 

Pinmyhania: Joseph B. Chandler, Thomas Florenoe, Jot^b 
H. Ktthns, Joseph McNair, Andrew Packer, John BobUiw, 
Thomas Ross — 7. 

OA«o.- John L. Taylor— 1. 

Indiana: Saml W. Parker, Richaid W. Thompson— 2. 

Michigan : E. S. Penniman, Charles E. Stuart — '2. 

Iowa : Lincoln Clark, Bernard Hcnn — 2, 

Oalifomia : Joseph W. McCorkle — 1. In all the free States 
twenty-five. 

The vote against the bill was given by the following mettibei8» 
from the free States : 

From Maine: E. K. Smart, Israel Washburn, jr. — 2. 

New Hampshire : Jared Perkins, Amos Tuck — 2. 

Massachusetts : Orrin Fowler, Z. Goodrich, Horace Mann — 8. 

New York : Henry Bennet, Gebrge Briggs, John G. Floyd, 
Timothy Jenkins, Daniel F. Jones, Preston King, William Mur- 
ray, Joseph Russel, Wm. A. Sacket, W. W. Snow, Hiram S. Wall- 
bridge, John Wells— 12. 

New Jersey: Charles Skelton, N. T. Stratton — 2, 

Vermont: Thomas W. Bartlett, James Meacham — 2. 

Connecticut: Charles Chapman — 1. 

Pennsylvania : James Allison, John L. Dawson, James Gam- 
ble, Galusha A. Grow, John W. Howe, Thomas M. Howe, Mile 
M. Dimmick, Thaddeus Stevens — 8. 

Ohio: Nelson Barrere, Joseph Cable, Alfred P. Edgerton, J. 
M. Gaylord, Alex. Harper, Wm. F. Hunter, John Johnson, Eben 
Newton, Edson B. Olds, Charles Sweetzer— 10. 

Indiana : Samuel Brenton, John G. Davis, Graham N. Fitdi, 
Thomas A. Hendricks, Daniel Mace — 6. 

Illinois: WyUis Allen, R. S. Molony— 2. 

Wisconsin: James D. Doty, Solomon Durkee, Ben. G. East- 
man'— -3. 



These fifty-two members, irilb Hr. Cobb, of AUbanu^ wudB up 
the entire opposition to the bill in the House of Eepresentftttves. 
b ^ Senate there was verj little opposition to ila passage } and 
after thirteen jears, the people of the United States pidd for the 
slaves whom Watson bought on speculation, but of whom he failed 
to obtain possession. The Northern advoeates of the bill justified 
their support of it more generally upon the prineiple, that our 
officers sent the negroes West, and thereby rendered it difficok, if 
not impossible, for Waifion to obtain possession of them ; and they 
kiaisted that, in refunding to Watson his money, they did not pay 
him for human flesh, but for the money he had paid out at the io- 
stimce of federal officers. This vote closed the controven^ in 
regard to General Jessup's contract, to give the Cieek warrion 
eaoh plunder as they might capture from the enemy. 
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FURTHER DIFFICULTIES IN PROSECUTING THE WAR. 
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llwlr 4iaiies-»Admii^tmilon congmtidates Its friends— More mnrden perpetntiA— 
Planters flee to Tillages for protection— Massacre of Colonel Harney's party — Indiana 
seised at Fort Mellon— Exiles refuse to participate in these massacres — Thej would 

■ ■Miik» BO Treaty — Administration paralysed — Report of Secretary of War — Its ebarae* 
••r—BarKarona sentiments of GoTemor Reid— Resolatlan of Lcgislatan of Flefida in 
IkTor of employing blood-hounds — Original otject in obtaining them — The eCFort proTts 

"Sftflnre- De&ttst Taylor retires ficom command of Army— Is sacoeoded by General 



Wz now resiuQe onr chronologiQal narration of events ccmneoted 
with the ExUes of Florida, during the year 1888. 

On the &nrieenA of June, Captain Morrison arrived ^ Kew 
Orleans ivfxm Tan^ Bay in charge of some three hundred Indians 
and thirty negroes, on their way to the West ; he having been 
aisled to that particular duty. These Indians and Exiles had 
most of them come io Fort Jupiter by advice of the Oherokees, 
sowL sunrendeied under the cajutulation of March, 1837. At the 
time tk^ reached New Orleans, Lieutenant Be^^olds was absent 
with bis first emigrating party; and the thirty-one negroes left at 
New Orleans were at that time in the bands of the Shedff. Gap- 
tain Monimn £slt it his duty to hasten the em^;ratloii of th^se 
wiwn he bad bi obarge, and on the sixteenth, he Mt that ^^^ 
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Iu8 prisoners fcHr the Indian Goontiy wiUiont wuling Uie leiom of 
lieutenant Beynolds. On reaching Fort (Hbeon, he delivered them 
over to the officer acting as Seminole Agent for the We^m Gonntiy, 
and they 80(m rejoined their friends who were located on the Ghero* 
kee lands. 

It may not he improper to state, that, in several of cor recent 
chapters, we have quoted from official documents pretty freely, for 
the reason that many living statesmen, as well as many who have 
passed to their final rest, were deeply involved in those transac- 
tions, and we desired to make them speak for themselves as far as 
the documents would enahle us to do so. But as we have narrated 
most of the scenes involving individuals in transactions of sudi deep 
m<»*al turpitude, we hope to bo more brief in our future histoiy. 

When General Taylor assumed the command of the army, there 
was a ^ling of deep disgust prevalent among the regular troops 
at the practice of seizing and enslaving the Exiles. 

We have already noticed the £[ict, that the citizens of Flc^ida 
supposed the war to have been commenced principally to enable 
them to get possession of negroes whom they might enslave. Indeed, 
they appear not to have regarded it as material, that the claimant 
should have previously owned the negro. If they once obtfuned 
control of his person, he was hurried into the interior of Georpa, 
Alabama, or South CaroHna, where he was sold and held as a slave. 
And the Florida volunteers, while nominally in service, appear to 
have been &r more anxious to catch negroes than to meet the ene-' 
my in battle. 

This fbelng was so general among the people and troops of Flori« 
da, that General Gall, Governor of the Territory, recommended to 
the Secretary of War that military expeditions should be fitted out 
for the purpose of going into the Indian Country, in order to cap- 
ture negroes, who, when captured, should he sold, and the avaib 
of such scdes appEed to defray the expenses of the war. 

It is easy to see that this feeling would lead the regular troops to 
Aitertgin great contempt for the volunteers, of Florida f and »ooi^ 



fespcmdiiig feeliiig of hostiKtj would arise on the part of aueli 
▼ohinteers toward the regalar troops. 

These feelings operated upon President Jackson in ordering the 
withdrawal of General Soott; and General Jessup sou^t to ap» 
pease this hostility by obeying the dictates g£ the slaro power. 
Indeed, whatever appears like a violation <^ pledged fayji, or 
bears the evidence of treaoheiy on the part of Geneial Jessup, may 
probably with great justice be attributed to the popular sentiment 
of the Territory. He had assiduously captured, and delivered 
over to bondi^, hundreds of persons whom he had most solemnly 
covenanted to ** protect in their persons and property. ^^ 

General Taylor discarded this entire policy. His first effinrts 
were to make the Indians and Exiles understated that he sought 
tiieir emigration to the Western Country, for the advancement of 
their own interest and happiness. Owing to these circumstance^ 
there was scarcely any blood shed in Florida while he had command. 
The army was no longer employed to hunt and to chase down women 
and children, who had been reared in freedom among the hommocks 
and everglades of that Territory. 

There were yet remaining several small bands of Lidians upoa 
ihe Appalachicola River, and in its vicinity. Most of the Exiles 
who had a few years previously i^sided with these bands, had been 
captured by pirates from Georgia, and taken to the interior of that 
State and sold-, as the reader has been already informed. Those of 
E-oon-chattimico's and of Blunt's and of Walker's bands were nearly 
all kidnapped; but of the number of Exiles who remained with 
the other remnants of Indian Tribes, resident upon the Appalachi- 
cola Biver, we have no reliable information. We are left in doubt 
on diis point, as General Taylor drew no distinctions among his 
jHisoners ; he neither constituted himself nor his officers a tri* 
buual for examining the complexion or the pedigree of his cap- 
tives. He denied the right of any citizen to inspect the people 
captured by the army under his command, or to interfere in any 
way with the disposal of his prisoners. He repaured to the Apala- 
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ohee towns witb a small force about Ae fitst of Ootol)er. Noftiwr 
the Indians nor Exiles made anj resistanoe ; nor did thej ofpoee 
emigration. Tbejreadily embarked for New Orleans on ihdr way 
westward. Their emigration was ntA delayed in order to give 
planters an opportunity to examine the negroes. Under the 
general term of *' Apalachees," two hundred and twenty persons 
were quietly emigrt^d to the Western Country ; but, as we hofm 
already stated, how mimy of them were negroes, we have no infoi^ 
mation. These people were also delivered over to the agent, acting 
for the Western Indians, and settled with their brediren upon ihe 
Cherokee lands. 

General Taylor now entered upon a new system for proseeidang 
the war, by establishing posts and manning them, and by asa^ung 
to each a particular district of country, over which Uieir scoots and 
patroles were to extend their daily reconnoisances. 

Small parties of Indians and negroes occasionally came in. at di^ 
ferent posts, and surrendered under the articles of capitulation of 

^ _ March, 1837 ; and, on the twenty-jQifth of Februxury, oim 
hundred and ninety-six Indians and negro^ were embarked 
«t Tampa Bay for the Western Conntry. But the proportion of 
D^roes, compared with the whole number, is not stated in my 
official report. General Taylor^ in his communications, speaks 
of them as prisoners^ and occasionally uses the terms ''Indiims 
and negroes." 

Thios, in less than a year, General Taylor shipped more than four 
hundred prisoners for the Western Country without blooddted. 
These jurisimers were also delivered over to the Indian Agezit ^ 
the Western Country, and immediately relinked with their brethren 
already located on the Cherokee lands. There were, at that tima» 
a oobny of mcnre than sixteen hundred of these people living upoB 
the territory as^gned to the Cherokees. They were without homea» 
or a country of their own : uriiereas the Government had constantly 
hdd out to thrai the assurance that, if they emigrated West, they 
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abould have % cauntrj assigned to their separate^ ui$, oa mhSfik 
th^ conlcl repose in safety. 

At this point in onr history, Mr. Van Bnren's administration 
exhibited its deepest depravity. Since the ratification of the sup- 
plemental treaty of 1888, the Executive, through all its officers^ 
had assured the Indians and Exiles that they should enjoy its foil 
benefits, by having a territory set off to their separate use, where 
they could live independent of Creek laws. Under these assurances 
they had received the pledged faith of the nation, that they should 
be protected by the United States in their persons and property. 

With these pledges, and with these expectations, a weak and 
Mendless people had emigrated to that western region ; and when 
thus separated from their friends and country, with the slave-catch- 
ing vultures of the Creek Nation watching and intending to make 
them their future victims, the President deliberately refused to abide 
by either the treaty or the articles of capitulation. He left them 
unprotected, without homes, and without a country which they could 
call then: own. True, many of them had been betrayed, treacher* 
erously seized and compelled to emigrate ; but this was done iq 
violation of the existing treaty and pledged faith of the nation, 
which they were constantly assured should be faithfully observed ; 
and these circumstances enhanced the guilt of those who wielded 
the Executive power to oppress them. 

Major General McComb arrived in Florida (May 20) fbr the 
purpose of effecting a new treaty with the Seminoles upon the basis 
of permitting them to remcdn in their native land. The war had 
been waged with the intent and for the purpose of compelling the 
Indians to emigrate West and settle with the Creeks, and become 
subject to the Creek laws. It had continued three years at a vast 
expenditure of treasure and of national reputation. Many valuable 
lives had also been sacrificed ; and, although some two thousand 
Indians and Exiles had emigrated West, not one Exile had settled 
in the Creek Country, or become subject to Creek laws. Some 
hundreds had been enslaved and sold in Florida, Georgia, Ahbanui 
18 
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M(d Soatli OaroBoa ; bat a remnant of that peo^, numbtrlng some 
hundreds, yet maintained their liberties against all the machinar 
tioitt and eflforts of Government to reenslaTO them.^ 
. The vast expenditure <^ national treasure had called forth severe 
animadversion in Cimgress ; while the entire policy of the slave 
power forbid all explanation of the real cause of this war, and of 
tiie objects for which its prosecution was continued. 

Thus, while the nation was involved in a most expensive and dis- 
astrous contest for the benefit of slavery, the House of Keprescnta- 
tives had adopted resolutions for suppressing all discussion and all 
agitation of questions relating to that institution. 

General Scott, a veteran officer of our army, had exhausted his 
utmost science ; had put forth all his efbrta to conquer this indomi- 
table people ; or rather to subdue the love of liberty, the mdepend- 
ence of thought and of feeling, which stimulated them to efibrt ; 
but he had failed. The power of our army, aided by deception, 
fraud and perfidy, had been tried in vain. General Jessup, the 
most successful officer who had commanded in Florida, had advised 
peace upon the precise terms which the allies demanded at the com- 
mencement of the war; and General McGomb, Commander-in- 
Chief of the army of the United States, was now commissioned to 
l^otiate peace on those terms. But the first difficulty was to 
obtain a hearing with the chiefs who remained in Florida, in order 
to enter upon negotiations touching a pacification. To effect 
this object, recourse was had to a negro, one of the Ikiles who 
knew Greneral Taylor, and in whom General Taylor confided. At 
the request of General MeComb, this man was dispatched with a 
friendly message io several chiefs, requesting them to come into the 
American Camp for the purpose of negotiation. His mission 
proved successful. A Council of several chiefs, and some forty 
head men and warriors, was convened at Fort King, on the sixteenth 

(1) There is little doubt that the real nnmber of Exiles was unknown to General Jack- 
te, or to General Cass, at the oommencement of the war. Thej *ppe«r to hare tegarIM 
ttiiic Bai&¥er tu less than it was estimated, during the first Seminole War of 1818. 
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of May, 1889, and the terms of peace agreed Tipoii ; but no treaty 
appeal^ to have been drawn up in form. On the eighteenth of 
May, General McComb, at Fort King, his head-quarters, issued the 
following general orders : 

"Hbad Quasxbrs or thb Akmt or thb UNirro States, ) 
F>»rt King, Florida, May 18, 1839. { 

" The Major General, commanding in chief, has the satisfaction 
" of annonncing to the army in Florida, to the authorities of the 
'* Territory, and tp the citizens generally, that he has this day ter- 
** minated the war with the Semmole Indians by an agreement 
" entered into with Chitto-Tustenuggee, principal chief of the Sem- 
" inoles and successor to Arpeika, commonly called Sam. Jones, 
" brought to this post by Lieutenant Colonel Harney, 2d Dragoons, 
" from the southern part of the peninsula. The terms of the 
"agreement are — that hostilities immediately cease between the 
"parties; that the troops of the United States and the Semi- 
" nole and Mickasukie chiefe and warriors, now at a distance, be 
" made acquainted with the fact, that peace exists, and that vll hos- 
" tilities are forthwith to cease on both sides — the SeminoleS andf 
" Mickasukies agreeing to retire into a district of country in Flori- 
" da, below Pease Creek, the boundaries of which are as follows : 
" viz, be^nning at the most southern point of land between Char- 
" lotte Harbor and the Sanybel or Cooloosahatchee River, opposite 
" to Sanybel Island ; thence into Charlotte Harbor by the southern 
" pass between Pine Island and that point along the eastern shore 
" of said harbor to Toalkchopko or Pease Creek ; thence up said 
" creek to its source ; thence easterly to the northern point of Lake 
" Istokopoga ; thence along the eastern outlet of said lake, called 
" Istokopoga Creek, to the Kissimee River ; thence southerly down 
"the Kissimee to Lake Okeechobee; thence south through said 
" lake to Ecahlahatohee or Shark River ; thence down said river' 
" westwardly to its mouth ; thence along the seashore northwardly 
"to the place of beginning; that sixty days be allowed the In* 
" dians, nofth and east of that boundiary, to remove their famifieS'' 
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** aad eflfeots into suid district, where they are to reoudn notil farther 
** amngements are made under the protection of the troops of the 
** United States, who are to see that they are not mcdested by in- 
*' truders, citizens or foreigners ; and that said Indians do not pass 
*' the limits assigned them, except to visit the posts, which ^ill be 
" hereafter indicated to them. All persons are, therefore, forbid- 
*^ den to enter the dbtrict assigned to the Indians without written 
" pennission of some commanding c^cer of a military post. 

«< Bj eoBUDud of the Gtoenl : « ALEXANDBB HcCOMB, 

Major General Commanding. 
<<li>iiOH» Shbztxe, 

*< Cftptein Mid A. A. aenenl.*> 

The country now again rejoiced at what the people regarded as 
the restoration of peace. By the terms agreed upon, th^ Indians 
retained as large a territory in proportion to the number left in 
Florida as was held by them at the commencement of the war. 

The people of Florida had originally petitioned General Jackson 
for the forcible removal of the Indians, because they would not. 
seize and bring in their fugitive slaves. They had protested against 
peace upon any terms that should leave the negroes, whom they, 
claimed, in the Indian Country. These citizens of Florida had 
long nnce been driven from their homes and firesides by the enemy, 
whom they so much despised ; and they now desired peace. The 
Indians and Exiles were also anxious to cultivate cori^ and potatoes 
for the coming winter, and were glad to be able to do so in peace. 

Thus, the people of Florida, as they supposed, in perfect safety, 
returned to their plantations, and resumed their former habits of 
life. And the political party in possession of the Government, 
congratulated themselves and the 'country upon the fortunate con- 
elusion of a war which had involved them in difficulties that were 
inexplicable. 

But this quiet continued for a short time only. Early in July, 
travelers and express-riders were killed by small parties of Indians; 
plantations were attacked and the occupants murdered ; buildings 
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Inumcd and crops destroyed ; families fled from their homes, leading 
all their property, in order to assemble in villages in such nnmhers 
as to insure safety to their persons; and the Florida War again 
raged with accnmnlated horrors. As an illustration of the manner 
in which it was carried on, we quote the following : 

'^AssiSTAHT Adjutatit Ginkral'b Ovnoi, Armt or thb Sooth, \ 
Fort Brooke, East Florida, July 29, 18S9. 5 

*• Sir : It becomes ray painful duty to inform you of the assas- 
** sination of the greater part of Lieutenant Colonel Harney's 
" detachment, by the Indians, on the morning of the 23d instant, 
•* on the Coloosahatchee River, where they had gone, in accordance 
** with the treaty at Fort King, to establish a trading-house. The 
•* party consisted of about twenty-eight men, armed with Colt's 
" rifles ; they were encamped on the river, hut unprotected hy 
" defenses of any kind, and, it is said, without sentinels. The 
" Indians, in large force, made the attack before the dawn of day, 
" and before reveill($ ; and it is supposed that thirteen of the men 
** were killed, among whom were Major Dalham and Mr. Morgan, 
" sutlers. The remainder, with Colonel Harney, escaped, sev- 
** eral of them severely wounded. It was a complete surprise. 
** The Commanding General, therefore, directs that you instantly 
*' take measures to place the defenses at Fort Mellon in the most 
** complete state of repair, and be ready at all times to repel attack* 
** should one be made. J^o portion of your command will, in 
** future, be suflfered to leave the garrison except under a strong 
"^escort. The detachment will be immediately withdrawn. Should 
" Fort Mellon prove unhealthy, and the surgeon recommend its 
** abandonment, you are authorized to transfer the garrison, and 
•* reinforce some of the neighboring posts. 

"I am, Sir, GBO. H. GMPFIN, 

*<UeateDiuit W. E. Haksov, Assistant Adj^UaM GtntraL 

** Commanding at Fort Mellon." 

* The Indians killed ten men belonging to the military service, 
and eight citizens, employed by the sutlers; while Colonel Harney 



imd fearteen others escaped. The Indians obtaiaed fi>iirteeii jMgim, 
«ix cai:bines> some throe or four ke^ of powder, and abotit three 
thousand dollars worth of goods. 

Lieutenant Hanson, comqianding at Fort Mellon, on rec^THig 
the order which we have qupted, seized some thirty Indians at that 
time visiting Fort Mellon, and sent them immediately to Charlea- 
ton, South Carolina ; whence tbej were embarked for the Indian 
Country, west of Arkansas, where they joined their brethren, who 
still resided upon the Cherokee Territory. 

In these transactions, the Exiles who remamed in Flc»ida 
appear to have taken no part, at least so far as we are informed. 
They labored to obtain the treaty of peace ; bat such was the 
treachery with which they had been treated, that they would not 
subject themselves to the power of the white people, and were not 
of course present at the treaty ; nor were they recognized by Gen- 
eral McComb as a party to the treaty, or in any way interested in 
its provisions. Indeed, we are led to believe that General McComb 
adopted the policy on which General Taylor usually practiced, of 
recognizing no distinctions among prisosers or enemies. 

The Administration appeared to be paralyzed under this new 
demonstration of the power and madness of the Seminoles. At the 
commencement of the war, some ofQcers had estimated the whole 
number of Seminoles at fifteen hundred, and the negroes as low as 
four hundred. They had now sent some two thousand Indians and 
pegroes to the Western Country ; and yet those left in Florida, 
renewed the war with all the savage barbarity which had character- 
ized the Seminoles in the days of their greatest power. Indeed, 
they exhibited no signs of humiliation. 

The Secretary of War, Mr. Poinsett, a South Carolinian, proba- 
bly exerted more influence with the President in regard to this war 
than any other officer of Government. His predecessor. General 
Cass, had treated the Exiles as mere chattels, having ** no rights." 
He had advised the employment of Creek Indians, giving them 
0uch negroes a3 they might capture ; he had officially approved tlis 
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ooBtraei nacle with tiiem bj General Jessup. After he left Ae 
cffice, his sacc^sor, Mr. Pobsett, approved Ae order putohafiing 
0ome ninety of them on account of Government. He had adviset 
Watson to purchase them ; had done all in his power to c0n^gik 
them to slavery in Georgia. He was, however, constrdned to make 
an official report upon the state of this war, at the opening of the 
first session of the Twenty-«ixth Congress, which assembled on the 
ferst Monday of December, 1839. 

That report, when considered in connection with the ev^eMfl which 
gave character to the Fkmda War, constitutes a most extraordinary 
paper. Notwithstanding all the difficulties which he bad enooon- 
tered in his eflforts to enslave the Exiles, to prevent at least ninety 
of them from going West, and ^e complaints of the Seminolcs who 
had emigrated to the Western Country, at finding themselves des- 
titute of homes and oi territory on which to settle, he made no 
alkunon to their troubles ; nor did he give any intimation of the 
difficulties arising on account of the Exiles ; nor did he even inti- 
mate that such a class of people existed in Florida. 
1 Qzin 1 ^^ declared the result of General McComb's negotiatioii 
had been the loss of many valuable lives. '' Our p^pie 
** (said he) fell a sacrifice to their confidence in the good faith and 
** promises of the Indians, and were entrapped and murdered with 
*' all the circumstances of cruelty and treachery which distinguish 
" Indian warfhre. ♦ ♦ ♦ The experience oi the last summer 
" brings with it the painful conviction, that the war must be prosc- 
** cuted until Florida is freed from these ruthless savages. Their 
'* late cruel and treacherous conduct is too well known to require a 
'* repetition of the revolting recital ; it has been such as is ealcula- 
*' ted to deprive them of the sympathy of the humane, and convince 
" the mo6tj)eaceable of the necessity of iuhduing them hy force.** 

It appeared necessary to raise the cry of treachery and cruelty 
against the Indians and Exiles. They had no friend who was 
acquainted with the facts, that could cdl attention of the natiom 
tQ the treacheiy which had been practiced on them by the ord^r, 



and wkh the approval, of tbe Seeretary of War. No maa was aUs 
to say how many Others and mothera and children were, by tiie 
inflmence of that officer, consigned to a fate far more etnel than that 
which awaited the men, under Colonel Harney, at Coloosahateheo. 

In his report the Secretary most truly remarked : " If the In- 
*' dians of Florida had a country to retire to, they would have been 
** driven out of the Territory long ago ; but they are hemmed in 
** by the sea, and must defend themselves to the uttermost, or sup- 
** render to be transported beyond it." And he might well have 
added :' When they shall he thtis transported, they toill have no 
country — no home. Indeed, the whole report shows that he relied 
on physical fcHrce to effect an extermination of the Indians and their 
allies ; he looked not to justice, nor to the power of taruth, for carry- 
ing out the designs of the Executive. 

Men in power appear to fbrget that justice sits enthroned above 
all human greatness ; that it is omnipotent, and will execute its 
appropriate work upon mankind. Thus, while the people of Florida 
and Georgia had provoked the war, by kidnapping and enslaving 
colored men and women, to whom they had no more claim than 
they had to the people of England ; while they had sent their peti- 
tion^to General Jackson, asking him to compel the Indians to seize 
and bring in their negroes, and had protested i^inst the peace 
negotiated by General Jessup, in 1887; — Mr. Reid, Governor of 
Florida, in an official Message to the Territorial Legislature, in 
December, 1839, used language so characteristic of those who sup- 
ported the Florida War, that we feel it just to him and his ooadja- 
tors to give the following extract : 

" The effi)rts of the General and Territorial Governments to quell 
** the Indian disturbances which have prevailed through four long 
" years, have been unavailing, and it would seem that ^e prophecy 
'•'of the most sagacious leader of the Indians will be more than 
•• fulfilled ; the close of the fifth year will still find us struggling in 
*' a contest remarkable for magnanimity, forbearance and credulity 
*' on the one side, and ferocity and bad faith on the other. We 
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* are wagiilg a war with beasts of prej ; the tactics that belotig to 
*■ civilized nations are but shackles and fetters in its prosecntion ; 

* we must fight * fire with fire ;' the white man must, in a great 

* measure, adopt the mode of warfare pursued by the red man, and 

* we can only hope for success by continually harrassing and pur- 

* suing the enemy. If we drive him from hommock to hommock, 
'from swamp to swamp, and penetrate the recesses where his 
' women and children are ; if, in self-defense, we show as little 
' mercy to him as he has shown to us, the anxiety and surprise 

* produced by such operations will not fail, it is believed, to pro- 

* duce prosperous results. It is high time that sickly sentimen- 

* tality should cease. * Lo, tbe poor Indian I ' is the exclamation 

* of the fanatic, pseudo-philanthropist ; * Lo, the poor white man ! * 

* is the ejaculation which all will utter who have witnessed the 
' inhuman butchery of women and children, and the massacres that 
' have drenched the Territory in blood. 

" In the future prosecution of the war, it is important that a 

* generous confidence should be reposed in the General Govem- 

* ment. It may be that mistakes and errors have been committed 
' on all hands ; but the peculiar adaptation of the country to the 
' cowardly ^system of tbe foe, and its inaptitude to the operations 
' of a regular army ; the varying and often contradictory views and 
' opinions of the best informed of our citizens, and the embarrass- 
' ments which these cases must have produced to the authorities at 
' Washington, furnish to the impartial mind some excuse, at least, 
' for the failures which have hitherto occurred. It is our duty to 
' be less mindful of the past than the future. Convinced that the 
' present incumbent of the Presidential Chair regards with sincere 
' and intense interest tte afflictions we endure ; relying upon the 
^ patriotism, talent and sound judgment of the distinguished Caro- 
' linian who presides over the Department of War, and confident 
' in the wisdom of Congress, let us prepare to second, with every 
^ nerve, the measures which may be devised for our relief. Feel- 
' ing as we do the immediate pressure of circumstances, let us exert, 
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** to tbe exferemesi pobt, all our powers to rid us of ^ evil hy 
** whioh we are oppressed. Let us, by a eoneiliatoiy eourse, en- 
"deavor to allay any unkiDdnesses of fee&g which may exist 
" between the United States army and the roUida of !B1orida, and 
** by union of sentiment among ourselves, advance the happy period 
<' when the Territory shall enjoy what she so much needs — a long 
** season of peace and tranquillity.'* 

Perhaps no vice is more general among mankind than a desire to 
represent ourselves, and our country and government, to mankind 
and to posterity as just and wise, whatever real truth may dictate. 
Surely, if General Jessup's official reports be regarded as correct, 
the people of Florida should have been the last of all who were 
concerned in ^t war, to claim the virtue of magnanimity or for- 
bearance, or to charge the Semincdes or Exiles with ferodty or bad 
HbMi. The expression that *'itts high time that sicMif senttmefi' 
tcdity should cease, ^^ manifests the ideas which he entertained of 
fftrlct, equal and impartial justice to all men. 

This Message was an appropriate introduction to the legislative 
action which immediately succeeded its publication. It was that 
legislative body which first gave <^^ial sanction to the policy of 
obtuning blood4M)unds from Cuba to aid our troops in the prosecu- 
tion of this war. Of this atrocious and barbarous policy much has 
been said and written, and its authorship charged upon various men 
and (^^rs of Government. At the time of the transaction, it was 
ie{Hresented Uiat the blood-hounds were obtained for ih» purpose of 
trailing the Indians, and historians have so stated ; ^ but for various 
reasons, we are constrained to believe they were obtained for the 
purpose of trailing negroes. It was well known that these animals 
were trained to pursue negroes, and only negroes. They would no 
more follow the track of a white man than tiiey would that of a hon^ 
(HT an ox. It was the peculiar scent of the negro that they had 
been trained and accustomed to follow. No man concerned in 
obtaining these animals, could have been ignorant that they had, in 

(1) Captain SpnfiM'f Hftrtory of the Florida War 00 npreoentf the tat^]eot. 



•H jiob9^i]%, mmf seen an ladiaa, or sm^ the track of any b<mi 
of the forest. 

Every slaveliolder well midecatood tbe fad^ts of those ferodoQi 
dogs, and the manner of training them, and eonld not ha?e rnvgr 
posed them oapable of being rendered ns^ul in oaptaring Indii^. 
The people of Florida appear to haye been st^nlated in ^ tomr 
menoement and oontinaance oi this war solely by a desire to oiicnn 
ilavetf rather than to Ji^ht Ikdians ; and while acting as miit& or 
as indi?idnala, they were far more efficient in captoring negroes and 
claiming those captured by other troops than in facing them on the 
field of battle. Nor can we resist the conviction, that catoUng 
negroes constituted, in the mind of General Jessnp, ^ object for 
which those animals were to be obtained. Such was evidenUy his 
purpose when he wrote Cd<Hiel Harney, as quoted in a former chap- 
ter, '* J£ you see Powell (Osceola), tell him that I intend to send 
** exploring and surveying parties into every part of t^e country 
^* during the summer ; and that I shall send out and take aU the 
** negroes who hehng to white people^ and he must not aHow the 
'* Indians 0$ Indian negroes to mix with them. Tell him I am 
" sending to Cuba for blood^hounds to trial them,, and I intend to 
'* hang every one of them who does not come in.'' 

We cannot close our eyes to the &ct, that General Jessup in- 
tended the blood'hounds to be used in cat(^ing *' the negroes belong- 
ing to the white people," as he said. Those white people wen 
mostly slaveholders of Florida; those who proposed in the legisla- 
tive assembly of that territory the obtaining of the animals, and 
adopted a resolution authorizing their purchase. They did not 
wait for the President to act, nor for the " Secretwy of War," 
whom the Gk)vemorof Florida characterized as ''that distinguished 
Carolinian " on whose judgment and patriotism the people of 
Florida so much relied.^ 

By resolution, Colonel Fitzpatrick was " authorized to proceed 

(1) Not haTlng the Statutes of Ilorida before as, we make this statement on the anthof* 
ity of Captain Spngne. 



nn Bxnjn ov noBiBA. 

** to Havans, and proonre a kennel of blood-hoonds, noted fbr 
"tracking and porsaing negroes/' He was fortnnate in bis mis- 
sion. He not only obtained the animals, bat he accomplished the 
jonmey, and reached St Angustine as early as the sixth of cTanu- 
ary, 1840, with a reinforcement for the army of the United States 
of thirty*three blood-hoands weH trained to the work of catching 
negroes. They cost precisely one hundred and fifiby-one dollars 
seveniy-two cents, each, when landed in Florida. He also pro- 
cured five Spaniards who were accustomed to using the animals in 
capturing negroes ; and as the dogs had been trained to the Spanish 
language, they would have been useless under the control of per- 
sons who could oidy speak the dialect of our own country. 

The Tory general error that existed throughout the country, at 
the time of this transaction, arose from a misapprehension of the 
&cts. There had been much said in regard to these blood-hoands 
before they were actually obtained. When the report oi the War 
Department, under the resolution of the House of Representatives of 
the twenty-eighth of January, 18^9, was published, containing the 
letter of General Jessup addressed to Colonel Harney, which we 
have quoted, many members of Congress appeared indignant at 
what they regarded as a stain upon our national honor in obtaining 
and employing blood-hounds to act in concert with our troops and 
our Indian allies in this war. Party feelings ran high, and southern 
members of Congress, who were acting with the Whig party, were 
willing to seize upon any circumstance that would reflect discredit- 
ably upon the then existing Administration. 

On the twenty-seventh day of December, 1839, the Hon. Henry 
A. Wise, a member of the House of Representatives from Virginia, 
addressed a letter to the Secretary of War, inquiring as to fwsts 
relating to the employment of blood-hounds in aid of our troops^ 

(1) We have no copy of Mr. Wise'f letter, and hate never seen the letter itielf ; Imt m 
ftate the ftet that he wrote the Secretary of War by authority of that officer, who i^f 
In the letter quoted, *' I hare the honor to acknowledge the receipt of ]four UUtr of tki 
titk «fut., inquiring," ete. 
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To tliis letter Mr. Poinsett^ the Secretary of War, r^Hed on the 
thirtieth of December, as follows : 

« Was Bipaktmikt, Deeember 80, 1839. 

** Sir : I have the honor to acknowledge ^e receipt of jour let- 
" ter of the twenty-seventh instant, inqniring into the truth of ^e 
** assertion made by the public papers, that the Goyemmont had 
" determined to use blood-hounds in the war against the Florida In- 
'' dians ; and beg to assure you it will give me great pleasure to 
" give you all the information on this subject in possession of the 
** Department. 

" From the time I first entered upon the duties of the War De- 
** partment, I continued to receive letters from officers commanding 
" in Florida, as well as from the most enlightened citizens in that 
" Territory, urging the employment of blood-bounds as the most 
'* efficient means of terminating the atrocities daily perpetrated by 
*' the Indians on the settlers m that Territory. To these proposals 
** no answer was given, until in the month of August, 1838, while 
" at the Virginia Springs, there was referred to me, from the I>e- 
*' partment, a letter, addressed to the Adjutant General by the offi- 
** cer ocmimanding the forces in Florida (General Taylw), to the 
*' following effect : 

^*HlAD QUAKTBBS ArMT OF fHI SoVTB, Y 

Fort Brooke, July 28, 1888. 5 
^8lB : I hATe the honor to indoM yoa a eommnnlefttlon this momeni Modvod, on Om 
ful^Jeet <tf procuring blood-hounds from the Iriand of Cuba to aid the army in its opera- 
tions against the hoetUes in Florida. I am decidedly in fayor of the measure, and beg 
leaTo to urge it as the only means of ridding the country of the Indians, who are nov 
broken op into small parties that take shelter in swamps and hommockP, making it im- 
possible Ibr us to follow or overtake them without the aid of such auxiliaries. Should this 
measoxo meet the i^probation of the Department, and the necessary authority be granted, 
I will open a eorreepondence with Mr. ETertscn on the sntject, through Mi^ Hunt, As 
•Istant Quarter Blaster at SaTannah, and will authorise him, if It can be done on reasonA- 
blt terms, to employ a few dogs with persons who understand their managonent. 

**Z wi^ it distinctly understood, that my ottjeot in employing dogs Is only to aseertda 
where the Indians can be tbund, not to worry them. 
^ I haTO the honor to be, sir, 

** Tour obedient serraat, 

*<Z.TATLOB, 
« Oeneral B. Joins, Brw, Brig. Gen, U. 8, A. Ckmurumduig,, 

<«WMiiinftoa,D. 0.*' 
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** Chi th&» leUier I indorsed the ibllowmg decision, wbidi -was 
" commnnioated to Qeneral Taylor : 'I have ahmys been of opinr 
** ion that dogs ought to be employed in this warfare to protect the 
" iffmy from surprises and ambuscades, and to track tbe Indeaai to 
** his lurking place ; but supposed if the General believed tbem to 
** be neoessary, he would not hesitate to take mea&rtm9i9 to secure 
'' them. The cold-blooded and inhuman murders latelj- perpetra- 
*' ted upon helpless women and children by these ruthless savages, 
** render it expedient that every possible means should be resorted 
" to, in order to protect the people of Florida, and to enable the 
'' United States forces to follow and capture or destroy the savage 
** and unrelenting foe. General Taylor is therefore authorized to 
'' procure such number of dogs as he may judge necessary : it ie- 
" ing grossly understood that they are to be employed to track 
*' and discoyer the Indians, not to worry or destroy them.' 

'' This is the only action or oorre^ndence, on the part of the 
** Department, that has ever taken place in relation to the matter. 
** The General took no measures to carry into eflfect his own recom- 
'* mendation, and this Department has never since renewed ^esub- 
'' ject. I continue, however, to entertain the opinion expressed in 
" the above decision. I do not believe that dei^ption of dog, 
'' called the blood-hound, necessary to prevent surprise or track tbe 
**^ Indian murderer ; but still I think that every cabin, every mlB- 
** tary post, and every detachment, should be attended by dogs. 
'* That precaution might have saved Dade's command from massa- 
" ere, and by giving timely warning have prevented many of the 
** cruel murders which have been committed by the Indians in mid- 
* ' die Florida. The only successful pursuit of Indian murderers that 
** I know of, was, on a late occasion, when the pursuers were aided 
** by the sagacity of their dogs. These savages had approached a 
** cabin of peaceful and industrious settlers so stealthily, that the 
** first notice of their presence was given by a volley from their 
** rifles, thrust between the logs of the house ; and the work of 
** death was finished by tomahawking the women, after tearing from 
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«« t&em their infbnt children, and daahing ibeir hrains out tsguiak 
*' the door poi^. 

*' Are these ruthless savages to eseape and repeat sach scenes of 
** blood, because thej can elude our fellow citizens in. Florida, and 
** our regular soldiers, and baffle their unaided eflforts to overtake 
*' or discover them ? On a late occasion, three of our ei^inmble 
** citizens were killed in the immediate neighborhood of St. Angus- 
*' tine, and one officer of distinguished merit mortally wounded. It 
'*is in evidence, that these murders- were committed by two In* 
"dians, who, after shooting down the father and beating out the 
" scm's brains with the butts of their rifles, upon hearing the ap* 
** proach of the volunteers, retired a few yards into the woods and 
" secreted themselves, until the troops returned to town with ^e 
** dead bodies of those who had been thus inhumanly and wantonly 
*• butchered, 

'* It is to be regretted that this corps had not been accompanied 
" with one or two hunters, who, with their dogs, might have tracked 
"the blood-stained footsteps of these Indians; have restored to 
'^ liberty the captives they were dragging away with them, and have 
"prevented them from ever again repeating such atrocities; nor 
" could the severest casuist object to our fellow citizens in Florida 
" resorting to such measures, in order to protect the lives of their 
** women and children. 

♦*Very respectAilly, 

" Year most obedient servant, 

«* J. R. FOINBSrr. 
*^ Hon. Hkitbt A. Wisx, 

^ OooM of BeptMNHMites." 

It is no part of our present duties to comment on the code of 
morals which the Secretary of War had adopted. Ho undoubtedly 
felt, that neither the Indians nor negroes " possessed any tif^ 
which wlute men were bound to respect." He was not, he oould 
not, have been ignorant of the cold-blooded massacre of nearly three 
hundred Exiles and Indians at Blount's Fort, in 1816 ; nor of the 
miainer in wMch the present war had been brought on ; nor of the 
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objects for wbieh it was prosecuted; nor does it appear posoble fluiA 
he, a large, slaveholder of South Carolina, could have expected 
these bkx)d-hounds would follow the trail of Indians. But we must 
bear in mind that he had been exceedingly vexed with the indom- 
itable resistance of the Exiles. They appeared perfectly determined 
not to be enslaved, and that determination had given him much 
trouble ; and he must have foreseen the defeat of his party in the 
next Presidential contest, should all these ^acts become known io 
the public. With these feelings, he was prepared to apply almost 
any epithets to the Indians, as the friends and allies of a people 
to whose real character he dared not publicly allude, although they 
were occasioning the Administration so much trouble. 

Having shown that no blood-hounds had been previously employ- . 
ed, he proceeded to argue the propriety of employing them in 
future, by adopting the policy proposed by the Legislature of 
Florida, who, as we have already seen, had taken measures to 
obtain them some twenty days prior to the date of this communi- 
cation. 

The Secretary of War thus exonerated himself and the Federal 
Executive from the responsibility of employing blood-hounds, on the 
thirtieth of December ; and the animals arrived in Florida, under 
charge of Colonel Fitzpatrick, just one week mbsequentty to that 
date. 

One feature was most obvious, in the commencement and prose- 
cution of this war : we allude to the very respectful, almost obse- 
quious obedience of the Executive to the popular feelmg in favor 
of slavery, in every part of the country where that institution ex- 
isted. This war had been commenced at the instance of the people 
of Florida. General Jessup attempted to change the articles of 
capitolation which he had signed, when the people of Florida pro- 
tested against peace, unless attended by a restoration of slaves; 
and now, when the popular voice of the nation had paralyzed the 
E^cutive arm in regard to obtaining blood-hounds, the people of 
Florida, in their Legislature, took up the subject and earned tbe 
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po% into praedoe, so &r as to obtain die animals ; but that ivonU 
ke of no nse unless they conld be employed by the army of thtt 
United States. Preparatory to this adoption of the pnrohase made 
by the Legnkture €i Florida, Mr. Poinsett had argued the pro- 
priety €i their employment, in his letter to Mr. TVIse ; and twenty- 
six days afterwards, he wrote General Taylor as follows : 

»Wak DxPAnMiBT, Jtn'y 28, 1810. 

'* Sir : It is understood by the I)epcM*tment, although not ofii> 
" cially informed of the fact, that the authorities of the Territory 
" have imported a pack of blood-hounds from the Island of Cuba. 
•* And I think it proper to direct, in the event of those dogs being 
" employed by any officer or officers under your command, that 
•* their use be confined altogether to tracking the Indians ; and in 
** order to insure this, and to prevent the possibility of their injur- 
" ing any person whatever, that they be muzzled and held with a. 
" leash while following the track of the enemy. 

" Very respectfully, 

^ Tour most obedient lenrMit, 

«•-« o «-« " J. ». KHKMTt. 

" Brig. Genn Z. Tatlob, 

« Oau*d'g Army of the South, Ftorldft." 

From the comrnenceroent of this war, the officers of our army hid 
fbnnd it necessary to employ persons who oould communicate willt' 
the Indians in their own tongue. This was nsoally done throagk 
negroes, who could safely approach both Exiles and Indjant; thej 
were, in fact, the only class of pers(»is who could safoly go firm 
our posts to those of the enemy.. No Indians could do it unless by 
arrangement made through those negroes; inasmuch as Creeks, 
Chickasaws and Choctaws were employed to act with our troops in. 
hunting down the Seminoles, who shot those Creeks, Choetaws and 
Chickasaws, when opportunity permitted, with just as Mttfo eevo* 
mony as they did white men. 

When those negroet visited the Seminoles, they were wyp eiM d 
to convey to them as accurate intelligence in regard to our troope, 
19 



m tlMy IvoQght badb: re^^eotmg the enemy- n feioM; they were*. 
iktuehn, Bap|K>8ed to haye put their breUtren^ ^ Exiles upam. 
their guard ia respeet to the bbod^omids. Understaucling per- 
fiie% the natore and edwxUion of those animals, it dora not appear 
Tery extsaordinarj to us thai the Exiles remained £» a tisie in th» 
intorior, whore neither blood-h<mnds nor cirilized tnx^ were acen»- 
tomed to penetrate. This policy of the Exiles rendered useless the 
whole expenditure of money and honor, made in the purchase of 
blood-hounds and Spaniards, with a yiew to their capture. 

But the animals had been obtained, and authority giyen to our 
officers to employ them. The Spaniards attended them. The dogs 
were attached to different regiments, and fed liberally on bloody 
meat; young calyes were proyided, and driyen with each scouting 
party, to supply food for them. The Spaniards were supplied 
inth a sufficient number of assistants to keep the dogs in their 
leashes. Thus provided, several parties, oomposed of regular 
troops, militia, Indians, Spaniards, dogs and calves, started for the 
interior. Their marches continued in some instances for days be- 
fore they found even the track of an enemy ; but when they found 
foot-prints of Indians, and the dog? were looked to with confidence 
to lead on the warlike host, while some more humble officer, foUow- 
kig tlie canine leaders, Spaniards and Indians, was expected to 
bott^ aloft the glmous stars and stripes, as they engaged in deadly 
ooidiet with the wily foe; — 'lo! just at that mcmient, when all 
hearts wer% paljritatmg ; while hope was at its height ; when the 
flfeBfn resolve clothed each brow with the dark scowl of battle, die 
doigs were blithe and frolicsome, but paid no more attention to the 
tiMioi of &e Indians than to those of the ponies on which thej 
floowUmefi sode. 

Thifl gnmd experiment for closing the Florida War was now 
piooonno ed a dead failure ; and the use of dogs, and calves, and 
Spaniards, was discarded ; and the whole affidr served no other 
i than to bring odium upon tiie Administration, and ridienle 
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apon the officers wbo proposed tbe employment of bloodrhounda to 
act as allies of the American army. 

General Taylor, having had command of the army in Florida 
nearly two years, and the sickly season haying commenced, request- 
ed to be relieved from that responsible station. His request was 
granted, and he left Florida for his plantation in Louisiana. Bro- 
yet Brigadier General Armistead, by order of the War Department^ 
assumed the position from ^hich General Taylor retired. 
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HOSTILITIES CONTINUED. 

Ps«BidentUl Eleeticii of 1840— The Wax discussed as one of the ksnes — Eflivet on tht 
Election ~ Publication of Jay's View— Action of the Ezecutive paralysed — Spanish 
bdians— Destruction of Indian Key — Troops inactire — Aiiies commit newdepnda* 
Ikrns— New Expedient — Its foilurs — Chie& invited to Fort King— Exiles z«fase t« 
treat — Massacre of Lieutenant Sherwood and party — Melancholy fkte of Mrs. M<mt- 
fomery — White men disguised as Indians — Murder of Cora Tustenuggee — Order of 
Beeretary of War — Letter to General Armistead — Bribery of Indians — Mr. Thompson^ 
Bill— ^Discussion of the causes of the War in Congress — Enemy find protection in laiyt 
■wamps — Their renewed depredations — General distress — People of Florida again 
driren from their homes — Employed in public senrice— Their Slares employed — Tbxj 
beeome interested in continuing the War. 

The Presidential election of this year was conducted differently 
from any that had preceded it. The opponents of Mr. 
Van Buiren arraigned him before the people for his ex- 
travagance in the expenditure of the public treasure, and the 
immense losses which the nation sustained by the default and irre- 
sponsibility of of&cers appointed by him. It constitutes an era ii^ 
our political history, from which we date the practice of calling 
directly upon the people to pass judgment of condemnation upon 
the action of our National Executive. Every honorable means was 
resorted to for the purpose of exposing the errors of the Adminis- 
tration during the previous four years. 

Among the subjects made prominent before the countiy, was thai 
<^ the extravagant expenditures in prosecuting the " Florida War.** 
Speeches were made in Congress exposing the various practioef 

(2W) 
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by irliieh t^e people's money was squandered in that unlbrtiuisle 
eonfiict ; the policy of attempting to compel the Indians to emigrate, 
and the cruelty practiced towards them, were commented on with 
severity. These speeches were printed in pamphlet form, and aeuA 
to the people in vast numbers : but the redl cause of the war, the 
deep depravity of that policy which sought the enslavement of the 
Exiles, was not mentioned ; nor does it appear that any member of 
Congress was conscious, even, that such a people as the Exiles was 
living in Elodda.^ But, nevertheless, it is quite certain ihai this 
war proved one of the principal causes of Mr. Van Buren's defeat ; 
and, during the pendency of the election, these complamts paralyzed 
the action of the Executive. 

Another cause operated to call public attention to the war. 
Hon. William Jay, of New York, published a small book upon 
the action of our Gkjvernment in regard to slavery. It was a work 
ef much merit, and, coming from the pen of one so intimatefy 
associated with the best interests of the country, it exerted an infith 
enee upon the public mind. It had been published some two or 
three years ; but at the time of which we are writing, it attracted 
attention in most of the free States, and gave public men to under- 
stand that their official acts were to be made known to coming 
generations. 

The intimate relation which this war bore to slaveiy, rendered 
' every movement in regard to it dangerous to iihe Executive charac- 
ter, and caused our army to be almost inactive for several mosi^ ; 
but the allies, driven to desperation, prepared to wreak their ven- 
geance on every white person who should venture within their reach. 
A small band, composed of Spanish negroes and Indians, among 
whom were said to be some maroons fh)m Cuba, resided far dowti 
in the Pemnsula of Florida. They were cidled Spanish Indians, 

(1) The Author was at that time a member of the House of Sepresentatires. He had 
ttien no conception of the real ol\}ects of this war : indeed, it had long been the praetiee 
ikir members to say nothing on the sut^Jeot of slartty ; and H was e^t^Uj the pneHk* 
tot newspapers to print nothing on that delicate sabject, as it was oalled. Of coarse tli* 
people knew Tery little concerning it. 
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Hid had renuoned neutral up to the period of whidi we are apesk-^ 
ing ; bat faduig ih^ brethren driyen from tbeir o^m possesilmia, 
and oompelled to encroach upon the territory so long ooeapied by 
^lenuelvea, they Uxk np arms against the United States. Ereiy 
vessel ^at happened to be wrecked upon th^ coast was plnndered, 
and the crews massacred. 

On the nuHiiing of the seventh of Angost, a number of these 
people, sud to have been led on by Spanish maroons, crossed over 
to a small island called '* Indian Key," ^tuated at some twenlgr 
miles distant from the main land, and attached the dwellings, 
burned the storehouses, and destroyed most of the property belong- 
ing to the inhabitants. There were but four or five families resident 
on the island. Of these, Br. Perrine, a man of some distinction, 
WIS murdered in his own house ; but, by his valor, he enabled the 
other members of his family to escape, anud the daricness of night. 
The allies obtained much plunder, but found no powder, whi<^ wis 
said to have been the principal object of the foray. 

During the summer and autumn, our troops in Florida w^o 
inaoldve. The season was sickly, and the officers and men by sa- 
pindy m their encampments. The enemy felt secure in their strong* 
holds — sallying forth in occasional forays, murdering the people, 
and plundering the settlements with impunity. The Administration 
a^ared astonbhed at the audacity with which a few Indians and 
negroes hurled defiance at our army and the nation. The expedi- 
enl of employing savages to assist in the war had failed ; the more 
questionable policy of employing blood-hounds, had not only &iled, 
but was supposed by many to reflect discredit upon the army and 
nation. Nearly five thousand troops were kept in Florida, maia- 
tained at vast expense ; but they could neither conquer the Indians, 
DOT even protect the whito people. Under these circumstances, die 
Executive saw but one resource ; of that he availed himself. Bj 
his direction, twelve Seminole and Midcasukio Indians, who had 
emigrated West, were induced by sufficient pecuniary considera- 
tions to leave their fimiUies in the Western Country and return to 



THE SXILSS OV f IiOBIDA. S*^ 

I%>rida, for the purpose of persuading the Indians and Enles to 
emigrate. Thus, after four years of war and constant expenditcure 
of blood and treasure, the President discovered that moral power 
is greater and stronger than physical violence. 

But this discovery came too late. He could no longer do jusUee 
to those fathers and mothers and children who had been slain, nor 
to those who had been enslaved ; who had been taken far into the 
interior, sold and transferred from hand to hand like brutes. They 
had passed from Executive control. The crime now stained our 
national escutcheon, and no effort could wash it out. The very 
means which he adopted to close the war, operated to prolong it. 
These Seminoles and Mickasukies informed their brethren of their 
own condition, of the manner in which they were t^ated, and the 
TiolaUons of faith on the part of our Government in not giving 
them a territory for their separate use, as stipulated in the treaty, 
and constantly represented to them by our officers ; that they wen 
without a home and without a country, residing on Cherokee lands, 
tinder Cherokee protection, to prevent the Creeks from enslavii^ 
their friends, the Exiles. Many officers at the time doubted their 
desire to induce the emigration of their brethren.' 

They, however, obtained an interview between the Commanding 
General and two Seminole chiefs at Fort King. The chiefis we<e 
attended by some forty warriors, who remained in that vicinity four 
or five days, receiving food and articles of clothing from the United 
States ; but they suddenly disappeared, and it was believed they 
originally came with hostile, rather than pacific, intentions. When 
it was found they had left clandestinely, the troops attempted to 
follow them, but were unable to find any traces of their fiight 



(1) Captain Sprague, in bis histcMy of the Florida War, says, '^ The truth, whon i 
known to the Indians who remained in Florida, constituted the strongest argument why 
they should not emigrate. Had they (says that authcn:) been kept In ignorance, better r»* 
suits miglit havtt been anticipated ; bat what they gathered firom the honest oonftseioas 
and silence of tlielr brothers tended to make tiiem yencrato with more fidelity and fai- 
oreased love the soil which they had defended with heroic fortitude for fire conaeentiva 
yean." 
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Whik these things were transpiring, the army lay idle in their 
quarters ; neither the Executiye, nor the Secretaij of War, Bor tho 
Oonunanding General, knowing what to do. 

The Exiles learned from the Seminoles and Mickasokies, who 
visited them from the West, that many of their brethren who sur- 
rendered under the articles of capitulation, had been reenslaved, m. 
violation of our plighted faith; and they refused to hold further 
intercourse with the agents of our Government. To them there 
appeared but one alternative — victory or death; and they greatly 
preferred the latter to slavery. Taking their families far into tlie 
interior, they hastened to renew the war with vigor and energy. 

A party of some thirty Indians and Exiles were lurking abovt 
Micanopy, when, on the twenty-eighth of December, Lieutenant 
Sherwood, Lieutenant Hopson, Sergeant Major Carrol, and ten 
privates of the 7 th Infimtry, left Micanopy for the purpose of 
escorting Mrs. Montgomery, wife of a Lieutenant of tJiat regiment, 
through the forest to Watkahoota, eight miles distant. Thc^ lady 
was on horseback, while others of the party rode in a wagon drawn by 
mules, and some marched on foot. The enemy having observed 
their movements, preceded them to a hommock, about four miles 
from Micanopy, where they secreted themselves, and awaited the 
i^pproach of Mrs. Montgomery and party. When they were fairly 
within the hommock, through which the road passed, they wero 
fired upon, and two privates fell dead. The war-whoop was raised, 
and the little party found themselves confronted by savages. Lieu- 
tenant Sherwood is said to have rallied his escort with promptness. 
Mrs. Montgomery, attempting to get into the wagon, was shot dead. 
Sherwood very discreetly retreated to the open forest, and dispatched 
Lieutenant Hopson to Micanopy for a reinforcement. Knowing the 
impossibility of retreating from Indians, and conscious that they 
gave no quarter, he bravely determined to defend himself or die on 
the field. But his assailants numbered three times as many wus 
riors as he had. They out-flanked and surrounded his ill-£ited 
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p9rt7» all of whon whh bimself fell victims to that polioy whkh 
had brought this war, with all its crimes, upon our nation. 

We cannot withhold our sympathy from those patriotic men who 
enter the publie service expecting to act in an honorable a^^re in 
£iiVor of just measures ; but who are often made the instruments of 
injustice, and their lives sacrificed to the spirit and policy of oppret- 
sion. Our officers and. soldiers, serving in this Florida War, were 
duly conscious of the dishonorable employment in which they were 
engaged ; that they were daily subjected to dangers and death fbr 
the purpose of enabling the people of Florida to seize men and 
women, and sell them into interminable bondage. Officers and 
men who would cheerfully meet danger and death upon the field of 
honorable warfare in defense of freedom, wore compelled to meet 
death in all its various and revolting forms in Florida to uphold op- 
pression, to sustain an institution which they abhorred ; nor can we 
wonder that the consciousness of these &cts should have created a 
feeling of hostility between our regular troops and the slaveholders 
of Florida, who were constantly chaiging them with inefficiency 
and want of energy in the capture of negroes. This feeling ran so 
high that the white men of Florida were charged with disguising 
themselves as Indians, and actually committing murders and robber- 
ies upon mail carriers and express riders, in order to c(Mitinue hos- 
tilities and keep up the war.^ This feeling greatly iucreased the 
embarrassment of the Executive. 

A chief named '* Cora Tustenuggee/' after due consultation with 
the interpreters sent to induce him to emigrate, concluded to sur- 
render, and go West. He collected his band, numbering about one 
hundred in all. Among them were some half breeds, descendants 
of the pioneer Exiles. They had intermarried wi^ Indians of this 
band, and were treated as Indians. While on their way to one' of 
our posts, near Palaklikaha Lake, they were fired upon by a party 

(1) Captain Spngae, in bb history, declam, that ifc waa proTen in tiro instanoM thai 
white men, disguised as Indians, actually committed depredations and moidered wliitt 



^ dragoons vhowere nod to lunre been eonsmoiu of the intettiJons 
ei the lodiaos. This sapposed vblatioii of Mih was greatly aggm* 
?A^d t^ the subsequent wanton murder of the chief, after he and 
his band had quietly submitted as prisoners.* These people were 
immediately sent to Tampa Bay, and then embarked for the Wes^ 
•m Oountry, wh^re they joined their brethren, stiU resid^it o& the 
Cherokee lands, and under Cherokee protection. 

The Presidential election being past, the ExeeuiiTe felt more 
witrammeled ; and Mr. Poinsett, Secretary of War, resisting the 
instruction which he might have drawn from four years of unfortu- 
nate experience, appears to have determined to leave this Florkla 
War in as unpromising condition as he found it. He sent instruo- 
^(ms to the Commanding General to renew the war with whatever 
force he could bring into the field. 

It is a somewhat sbgular fact, that when the Secretary under- 
stood, and the country was fully informed, that he would leave 
the Department on the fourth of March, he wrote the commanding 
oi&^er on the eighteenth of February, thirteen days prior to his own 
pditical dissolution, saying, '* The Department entertains the well- 
** pounded hope that you will be able to bring the war to a close 
** upon the terms required by the treaty of Payne's Landing, and 
** by the interests and feelings of the people of Florida,^^ 

13ie reader must be aware that ih^fedings <md inierests of the 
people of Florida required the capture and enslavement of the Ex* 
lies ; for which the Secretary of War had so long labored, and 
which appeared to be his ruling passion — ** strong in the boor of 
his political death." 

To efi^ this object, recourse was had to the bribery of eeitua 
chbfe. Money was now offered certain influential men of the Senh 
inoles and Exiles to induce them to exert their infloenoe witn ibeir 
friends to emigrate. It was reported that slaves who had but a few 
years since left their masters, and intermarried with the Seminoles, 
dare not surrender, knowing that slavery awaited such act. With- 
out them, their relatives and connexions would not remove. It 

^SeeFronUspiec*. 
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was therefore proposed that Congress should make an appropriation 
for the purpose of purchasing such Exiles ; yet the Inll making it 
was general in its provisions, granting a hundred thousand dollars 
tor be expended by the Secretary of War for the subsiBtence and 
heneJU of certain chiefs and warriors of the Seminole Indians who 
wished to emigrate. The subsistence of such emigrants was provi- 
ded for in other bills; but the benefits for which this money was to 
be expended was to purchase the pretended interest of certain white 
men to individual Exiles whom they claimed as property. 

By thus disguising the real intention and object of the bill, it 
was evidently expected it would pass without scrutiny, under the 
rules which prohibited the discussion of all questions involving the 
subject of slavery. The better to carry oat this design, Hon. 
Waddy Thompson of South Carolina, a Whig member of the 
House of Representatives, but folly sympathizing with the Execu- 
tive in his policy of conducting the war in the manner *' required 
hy ike interests cmd feelings of ike people of Fhrida,^^ was re- 
garded as the proper agent to introduce the bill and superintend its 



The information found in the public documents had awakened 
1 fill 1 I»^^^QS investigation ; and when this bill came up for 
action (Feb 9), the policy of this war, with the causes 
which led to its commencement, were exposed. Every effi)rt was 
made by slaveholding members to prevent the public discussion of 
this subject. They insisted that the gag-rules, as they were called, 
prohibiting the discussion of slavery, forbid this exposure; but the 
presiding <^cer (Mr. Clifford of Maine) adhering to the parlia- 
mentary law, decided that an examination of the causes which led 
to the war was legitimate, and the discusuon proceeded. 

This discussion was published and widely circulated among the 
people ; and is supposed to have given to the public the first iiifer» 
mation touching the real causes of the war.^ 

(1) This finfc speech had been eMefUly prepwed by the Author of ttdi work, 
•nd otmtained little more than a eoUatioii of ftcti from pnbUo docomenlf. It irai 
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The bill passed by a large majority ; and the report of tbe Sec- 
retary of War the next year, showing the expenditures of bis de- 
partment, exhibited the manner in which the money appropriated 
and eatrosted to his care was expended. Another bill, however, 
making an appropriation of more than a million of dollars for sap- 
pressing Indian hostilities in Florida was passed, giving to the War 
Department all the powers desired for bribery, and tempting Indian 
ohiefe to emigrate to the Western Country. 

By referrace to the map of Florida, it will be perceived that the 
great swamps, extensive everglades, hommocks, ponds and lakes, 
iHiich spread over that Territoy, must present great difficulties in 
the progress of troops embodied in military force ; while a small 
party, following Qie footsteps of their leader, would pass over, around 
or through them with facility. The Great Okefenoka Swamp, 
lying on the south line of Georgia and the northern portion of 
Florida, afforded a retreat for small parties of Indians and Exiles, 
from whieh they sallied forth and committed depredations upon the 
people of southern Georgia, murdering families, burning buildings 
and devastating plantations. The swamps bordering on the With* 
kcooohee, the Great Wahoo Swamp, and other fastnesses on the 
western portion of the Peninsula, gave shelter to other bands, who, 
in like manner, wreaked their vengeance upon the inhabitants of 
that portion of the Territory. So also the Big Cypress Swamp, 
lying fiarthcr souUi, aBMed shelter for others, who laid waste the 

made with the design of testing the application of the gag -rules more tlian for Uie pnipoM 
of ezporing tiM character of the war. Hon. John Q. Adams, Wm. Slade, and the Author, 
oftcft eoosnlted with each other as to the best meana for inducing the House to rppMd 
tlioBe obnoxious rules. The Author suggested the plan of aUading to slaTerjr wliile pab- 
Uely discussing matters with which it was incidentally connected. Mr. Adams and Mr. 
Slade Insisted that tbe Author should try his plan. Aware tliat appropriations for this 
war would be called for, he prepared this speech, showing theoaasesof thewar ; andwhsa 
the Ull above referred to came before the House, he proceeded to test his plan. Bs mi 
ftvqusntly called to order, and great excitement was produced ; but he succeeded in deliT- 
•ring tbe speech. When he was through, a soathera member replied, deelaring that fbs 
fsg-mles may as well be repealed as kept in force, if they permitted such dlsoossloDi. The 
pofltloii WM eTldi&^y oomot, and fhoae dlsgraceftil rules were repealed by ^be xmxI 
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setdements along the St. John's River, and in the vicinity of the 
Atlantic Coast. From these, and numerous other strong-holds, the 
Indians and their allies came forth in small bands, spreading devas- 
tation and death throughout the Territory and the southern portion 
of Georgia. 

The people of Florida who had sought this war, and protested 
against peace except on such terms as would secure them in the 
exercise of that oppression which they deemed so necessary to their 
happiness, now felt the fall force of that appropriate penalty which 
some philosophers believe attaches to every violation of the law of 
righteousness. Some died by the hands of the very individuals 
whom they had oppressed, and whom they again sought to enslave ; 
others were again driven from their homes, unable iven to obtain 
food; their wives and children receiving rations from the public 
stores, and subsisting by the charity of the United States. 

But this condition of things saperinduced another most extraor* 
dinary feature of this war. Our officers, and the Executive, natu- 
rally feeling some degree of sympathy for a people thus driven from 
their homes, on whom the evils of war fell with so much force, ex- 
tended to them every aid in their power. Some were employed in 
the Commissary's Department ; some as contractors for transporting 
provisions ; and others as attendants upon the army in all the vari- 
ous departments of service, so numerous in a time of war. Even 
the slaves who remained in the service of their masters were em- 
ployed by the officers as guides, interpreters and employees at high 
wages. In this manner they earned for their owners far more than 
they could by labor upon plantations. This system was carried so 
fiur, that the war actuaUy affi>rded to many greater profits than they 
could acquire in any other way ; and consequently it became a 
matter of interest with such men to prolong hostilities, and they 
were said to exert all their influence to effect that object. 



CHAPTER XX. 

HOSTILITIES GONTINUJU). 

Qm&n X Harrisoii anames th« datie« of Chief Eaeootiv*— Hooh tzpteftad of hi«i-<-mB 
•adden death —His successor —Politic&l feeling— General Armistead retires— Is sae- 
eeeded bj General Worth — Instractions to General Worth — He discharges all onnect*- 
larj Miplojrees — Halee Tostennggee — General Worths attempt to oaptnra him — Wild 
Cat— His character and adTentores- General Worth sends message to hfan— He and 
■ome companions come in —His manner and bearing— Meets his daughter — Interest- 
faig scene —Is seised bj Colonel Childs— Placed in irons and pent to New Orleaas— 
0«Beral Worth orders his retom — Heeto him at Tampa Bay — Arrangements — Wild 
Cat sends messengers to his fHends — Sympathy for him — Chief Micco — He brings in 
his people — Wildcat's band comes in — He is rdeased ftom his irons — Meets hb 
ftiends— His wife and child— General Jessnp's poli^ as to Bzilet— ConsoUs WUd CM 
— Hoeprtardieand Tiger^tail— Otulke comes in — Hospetarche is suspicioos— Wild Cat 
brings him in- Army sofTers from sickness- General change of policy from that 
adopted at the commencement of the War— Army redneed— WUd Cat vI^tsTiger^all 
^-Mngnkv lulTentore— Bmbaxkation of Emigrants— Partiag scene between WUd Qtk 
•nd General Worth— The Emigrants reach Fort Gibson and join their ficiends— Wild 
Gat*s position in his new home. 

On the fonrtb of March, General Harrison was inangnrated 
1 ftAi 1 ^P^s^^®^* ^^ ^^^ United States. Much was expected of 
him in regard to the war. The Whigs had condenmed it 
throughout the Presidential straggle, and it was anticipated that he 
would bring it to a suoeessfbl and honorable termination ; but before 
he eren entered upon the consideration of this subject, he was called 
from this to another sphere of existence, and was succeeded by the 
tlien Vice President, John Tyler, of Virginia. Nor is it easy to 
see what great reform General Harrison could have effected in 
regard to this war, had he lived to complete his term of serrioe. 

(»4) 
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Tb0 petiey of ao^neetbg the merfpA^ oi the Feiend GoT^nmeDi 
as to support tbe iateiests of skvery, had loeg existed ; he was noi 
aoipeeted to mske aay g^ibatantial ehangss in that rei^ct But 
whatover maj haTS been hk desigos, he had no oppcHrtouity tocaiay 
than kto efibet; and Mr. Tyler, after coming into offiee, soon 
ceased to ei^i^ the eonid^ice of the Wh% party, who generally 
dedared themselves no longer responmble £>r his acts. 

The new Administration soon identified itself widi this war by 
tbft following Older : 

*^ Adjutant GsirnAL^B Opfiob, 

WuhmgUm OU^ Mij 19, ISO. 

" Sib : Brigadier General Armistead, being about to relinquish 
^ Ae command of ^e Florida Army, as yon will see by the in* 
''atsneticfis communicated to him of this date, c^ which a copy 19 
'* havewith endoaed ; as Ihe officer next in rsmk, you will relieve 
'' him and aaaome the command aoccardingly. 

" I am directed, by the Secretary of War, to advise you of the 
" earnest desire of the Department to termina^, as speedily as pos- 
" sible, the protracted hostilities in Florida, and to cause the most 
*^ perfect protection and security to be given to the frontiers, and 
** to these ^asns who may be dic^Kised to penetrate tbe country, 
''&r kwful jmrposes of trade or settlement For the attainment 
** ^ these impertaiMi oljecta, you are considered as being clothed 
** i»th all the powers of a commander in the field, under the laws 
'* and regalatioi» &i the umy. 

** It is expected the troopa under your command will be kept in 
^' a perfect state of discipline, and that you make such disposition 
'* af th^a as to be in readiness to meet any contingency that may 
** call for acttvo and enei^e^ movements, the exeenti^ of which 
*' it left entiiely at ycmr own disc^retion. 

^ If you should deem it indiq)ei»able for the protection of the* 
** fionHer^ the Pvesident directs diat you make a requisitien upon 
** the^Sovemorof FloruUk for militia, not exceeding one rej^mei^, 
** which, if called out, you will cause to be mustered. kit. thiMuni^ 
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*' of the United States, in Ae manner preaerftedbjlberegaliitfotu^ 
** for any period antiioriied by the eonstitntkm and laws. 

'* The Secretary of War, placing, as he does, entire ccniUeno^ 
"in yonr*abiHtj and patriotism, demree me to say, that every 
** possible aid and snpport will be afibrded to enable yon to bring 
'^ to a close this protracted and most embarrassing war. 

*' As the commander of Florida, you will exercise a sonnd dia- 
** cretion in the use of the means placed at yoor disposal ; and 
" while these should be employed with the greatest efficiency, the 
" Secretary of War directs that you will, consistently with the pri- 
** mary object in view, diminish, in a spirit of sound economy, all 
** unnecessary drains upon the Treasuiy, by discharging all persons 
" employed in a dvil capacity whose services yon shall not deem 
" indifi^)ensable to Nthe duties of your command, and by regulating 
" and reducing as &r as practicable all other expenses, in accord- 
"ance with the just expectations of the Government and the 
" country. 

" I am, Sir, your obedient serrant, 

"(Signed) Ti. JOKES, AdjuUmt GmemL 

•<Oai. J. W. Wosn, 

"8th In&ntiy, Tkmpa, Florida." 

General Worth now applied himself, with commendable seal, to 
the work assigned him. His first object was to discharge all em- 
ployees not necessary to the operations of the army, and in eveiy 
department to curtail the expenditures as far as possible ; thereby 
rendering the war unprofitable to those who had been seeking to 
prolong it. Early in June he issued the following order : 

"Hkad Quaktbrs, Akmt or Tin Sours. ) 

'*L Hereafter no expenditures of money will be made on 
*' account of barracks-quarters, or other buildings at temporary 
** posts, except for such slight covering as may be indispensably 
*' necessary for the protection of the sick and security (^ the public 
'* sU^es, without previous reforenoe to, and authority obtained from, 
'^hoa^qwteia. 
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^' n. AH safe-gmodfl or paasports granted lo !bdi«aa prior U 
** Ais date, are hereby revolced. Anj lacliaa presenting himatH 
** at any post, will be seized and held ia siru^ eonfinemenl, esBcd^ 
^* vhen ocnnmanding officers may, in the exercise of scmnd diaer^ 
*' tion, deem it advieable to send out aa indiYidiial ninnw to eoo»> 
*' manieate with others. 

'* in. When the garrisons are not too much reduced by side* 
*' neaa, detachments will be sent out as often as once in seven days^ 
** or more frequently if circmnstances indicate a necessity, to aeonr 
'' and examine in all directions to the distance of ^ght or ten miles. 

** lY. All restaraints heretofore imposed upon district command^ 
" erSy in respect to offensive field operations, are hereby revoked; 
** on the contrary, the utmost activity and enterprise is enjoined. 
" District commanders will give instructions to commanders of pestt 
*' accordingly. 

" y. Brief reports of the operations carried on under the fore- 
" going orders, setting forth the strength of ihe detachments, and 
, " by whom commanded, with such observations as may be deemed 
** useful or interesting to the service, will be made to district eoa»» 
** manders on the 10th, 20th, and last of eveiy month, by who» 
** they will be transmitted to these head-quarters. 

" Bj order of Colonel Wo&th : 

"(Signed) O. WRIGHT, 

" Capt. Bilk i»/im*y, «jmI A. A. A. GMimaL» 

Halec Tustenuggee was regarded as Uie most active and vindio- 
five of the hostile chiefe. Among his followers were some lorty^ 
Indian warriors and ten or twelve Exiles capable of bearing arasi 
They and their families, numbering in all some two hundred soul^ 
were supposed to be somewhere in the neighborhood of Lake 
'' Fonee-Safakee," among the extensive swamps and hommodos of 
that region. Some few of this band had surrendered and gcme' 
West. Among those who came in to Fort Jupiter for the piurpom 
of emigrating, were several Exiles who had been bom in that- 
ttgiout and had ever been connected with this small tribe. Soipe 
20 
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irfthbse who bad previbn^y surrendered, were retamed as gaidofl 
and interprefcers, with the expectation tibat they might be made nse- 
ftil in persuading their friends to emigrate also. It was thought 
yeiy desirable to capture this band, if possible ; and guides, and 
interpreters, and scouts were sent in every durection, where it was 
supposed they might be discovered, in order to open a communica* 
tion with them. At length it was reported that a trail had been 
discovered leading to one of their favorite haunts, where it was 
believed they might be found. 

We cannot better exhibit the dangers which constantly beset the 
Exiles who remained hostile, or the vigilance with which they and 
their friends watched for their own safety, than by giving a short ac- 
count of Colonel Worth's expedition for the capture of this small 
party, which we copy from Sprague's History of the Florida War.' 
Says that author : 

"The negro guides, recently of the band, represented it as his 
" fevorite resort from its seclusion, where he held his green corn 
** dances and councils. Measures were at once adopted to follow 
" it up. Colonel Worth, with one hundred men of the 2d Infantry, 
•' aooompanied by Lieutenant Colonel Riley and Major Plympton, 
** together with Captain B. L. Beall's company 2d Dragoons, and 
" forty men of the 8th Infantry, in command of First Lieutenant 
•* .J. H. Harvil, moved from Fort King for Fort McClure or Warm 
" Spring ; thence, under the guidance of Indian negroes, to the 
" neighborhood of the lake. At midnight, on the night of the 
** tenth, the swamp was reached ; the troops having marched forty- 
" four miles. To surprise the Indian camp just at break of day, 
" was the only chance of success. The guides represented it to ba 
••on the opposite side of the swamp, five or six miles through. The 
" horses were picketed, and the baggage left with a small guard on 
" the margin of the swamp. The soldier carried only a musket 
•* and his ammunition ; the oflSoers a rifle or sword. Quietly and 
•* resolutely the command moved, confident of success. The water 
** became colder and deeper at every step ; halts were frequently 
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*' made to extricate the officers and soldiers from the tend. TlifJ , 
** night was dark, which added to the dismal gloomy sliadows of a! 
"cypress swamp. The command could only follow by the splash*' 
"ing of water, and the calm but firm intonations of the word of 
" command. The negroes in advance,^foliowed closely by the nio* 
** hardy and active, guided these two hundred men to what was be- 
** lieved to be the stronghold of the enemy. Every hour and step 
'' confirmed this conviction. The advance reached the opposite 
•* side just before the break of day. Anxiously they awaited and 
•* greeted every officer and soldier as he emerged from the swamp, 
" covered with mud and water. Day broke ; when silently thd 
''command was given — 'Fall in I' Eleven officers and thh^y^ 
•• five privates were present. Occasionally a straggler would arrive^ 
" and report those in tbe rear as coming. The Indian huts, by the' 
'* gray dawn of morning (twenty-four in number), could be dis^ 
" eemed through the scrub, which separated the white and red nian,' 
" three hundred yards distant. At this hour tbe Indian around* 
** his camp fire feeb secure. From the number of huts, and thelf* 
" location, they outnumbered the asssailants. To await the arrivia^- 
*• (^ the entire force, the day would be far advanced ; and discov- 
" ery waa a total defeat. It was determined with the number pres-* 
" ent to make a vigorous assault, and, if outnumbered, to rely upon' 
" those in the rear. Each man reprimed his musket, and eaudooiH' 
" ly, on his hands and knees, worked his way through the deiiso! 
** undergrowth to within a few yards of the cluster of huts and ten*t' 
" porary sheds. Not a word was uttered. Eagerly tAdh matt- 
" grasped his musket, anxious for tbe first whoop, when he would^ 
" be rewarded for his toil. A musket was discharged to arouse the 
" inmates, and meet them on their retreat. It sent back its dull , 
•' heavy reverberation, causing disppointment and chagrin. Mot ik 
•* human being occupied the huts, or was upon the ground." 

Large fields of corn were before them ; they had been carefully' 
cultivated, and gave incontestable proof that the allies had jusft left.^ 
This place had been the temporary residence of a strong Ibrce ; mrt 
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tbrir pitids h«d diaooyered the ^[^roach of our troops, and ooid* 
vimi«tted informatioa to the party in time to enable them, with 
liieir wivea and children, to escape from danger. 

The officers and soldiers looked about a while with wonder, and- 
then oomnenoed the work of destroying the caUns and crops, which 
being ^boted, they retraced their steps to head-qnarters, fully sat- 
isfied that a disciplined anny was not adapted to the woric of sou^ 
prbing Indians and Exiles. 

Perhapa no act or policy of General Worth contributed so much 
to the (avoreble prosecution of the war, as his treatment of Coacoo- 
oboe, or Wild Cat, as he was more recently calkd. This eztraordi- 
aary persoDage became conspicuous in 1841. During the^itire 
war he deeply sympathized with the Exiles — was always attended 
hf some of his more dusky friends, in whoso welfare he took a deep 
interest ; nor has he yet forsaken them. Even at the time of wri^ 
ting thia narrative, he is supposed to be with them ; and a shor^ 
notice of some of his more than roipantic experience in this war 
WJ ii^b^^est the reader in the fortunes of a man who may yet fill 
4 large ^pace in the history of our country. 

He was the son of King Philip, a Seminole chief of some repu^ 
taiien. He is now (1857) about fifty years of age ; fire feet eight 
mAM fai height; well proportioned; exhibiting the raioat perfidct 
afwnetrj in his physical form. His eye is dark, full and ez" 
piPOinlye; and hv9 countenance youthful and pleasing. His Toioe* 
itk clear, ssA and musical ; his speech fluent ; his gestures rapid 
and Yiolent His views are always ingenious and clearly expressed ; 
mA be never fails to infuse all his measures with spirit, and to ex- 
art ft controlling influence over his fc^lowers. He was bom near 
iJiapofJca Lake, where he resided at the commencemcDt of the 
Vlonda War ; but soon after scmght a more secure retreat in the 
large swampa, near Fort Mellon and Lake. '* Okechobee." His 
Ipad at that time numbered some two hundred souls, among whom 
wave lavBial fiuniliea of Exiles. Li these sable warriors he is said 
tai kavn ngppsed maeh confidence. He accompanied them at the 



mafisaere of Major Dadd and l^ia battaHon in December, IMK. 
Here be formed bis acquaintance witb Lewis Pacbeco, wbo acted as 
guide to Major Dade. Lewis is said to bave attended bim, and to 
bave sbared in every battle in wbicb Wild Catj participated, nntil 
the capitulation of 1837. After tbat capitulation bad been agreed 
to, bo visited General Jessop's camp witb the apparent intention of 
emigrating West. He brought in some of his friends, among whom 
was Lewis Pacbeco, whom he claimed as his slave, and declared 
that he bad captured bim at Dade*s massacre. Lewis, being a 
negro, was placed within the stockade at Tampa Bay, but Wild 
Cat of course went among his friends In the vicinity. When be 
found that General Jessup was violating the articles of capitula- 
tion, and delivering over to slavery those Exiles who were claimed 
by the people of Florida, instead of securing them in their Kves and 
property, for which the faith of the nation had been pledged, he be- 
came indignant, and insisted that every Indian and Exile who was 
enjoying his liberty, should leave the encampment where they were 
receiving food and raiment from the United States, and flee to tbebr 
own homes. Micanopy, one of the most wealthy and influentfel 
chiefs, refused, and expressed his determination to emigrate. Wifd 
Cat and Osceola (Powell), two young and daring chiefs, came to 
the tent of Micanopy, at midnight, and compelled him, at the peril 
of his life, to leave and flee to the Indian country. He did so, 
and with him every Indian and Exile, who was outside the stock- 
ade at Tampa Bay, made their escape. 

At the battle of Fort Mellon, on the eighth of February, 1^37, 
he is said to have commanded two hundred warriors, many of whom 
were Exiles. He was at the battle of ** Okechobee," on the twenty- 
fifth of December, 1837 ; the severest battle ever fought in Florida. 
Nearly all his warriors were with him. He was posted on the left 
of the Indian line, occupying the hommock, when General Taylor 
approached. He declared that not an Indian gave way until the 
charge of Colonel Foster, although he said the fire of our mfen 
''sent a stream of bullets among bis warriors.^' He stated Hbe 
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trtude loss of tbe allied forces in that memorable conflict to be 
thirteen killed and nineteen wounded, being less tban one-fi>nrth of 
General Taylor's loss. 

His father (King Philip) being imprisoned at St. Augustine iii 
1838, naturally felt desirous that hb son should go with him to the 
Western Country, where he knew he must emigrate. He sent out 
a confidential friend with a message to Wild Cat, inviting him to 
come and see him. General Jessup also sent assurances of his 
perfect safety, if he wished to come and visit his father. The 
messenger found him, and faithfully delivered the message which 
his father sent. There were also other Indians and Exiles going 
to Fort Peyton, under the peaceful invitation and assurance ci 
safety which G-eneral Jessup sent them. Wild Cat left his band ; 
and, arrayed in his best robes, bearing a white flag, went with 
them and was betrayed, through the agency of General Hernan- 
dez, into the power of General Jessup, as we have heretofore 
shown. He was imprisoned in the castle at St. Augustine with 
hb friend Talmas-Hadjo. Accustomed to roam in the forests at 
will, and enjoy the free air of Heaven, this confinement bore down 
then: spirits and affected their physical health. He and his friend 
Talmas-Hadjo made their escape, an account of which was given in 
a former chapter. 

His father remained with the other prisoners — was sent to 
Charleston ; and subsequently died on his passage to Fort Gibson 
in 1837, with the first party of emigrants under Lieut. Reynolds. 

Wild Cat now became one of the most active warriors in Flori- 
da. With his followers, he repaired to the Okefenoke Swamp, and, 
encamping in its fastnesses, sallied forth, as occasion permitted, and 
spread death and devastation in the southern settlements of Grcorgia. 
From thence he returned south, and committed constant depredations 
both east and west of the St. John's. In 1840, his daughter, an 
interesting girl of twelve years of age, fell into the hands of our 
troops, in a skirmish near Fort Mellon. This was regarded as a 
r fortunate circumstance, as it would be likely to procure an in- 
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terriew with the father. Micco, a sub-chief and friend of Wild 
Cat, was dispatched with a white flag, on which were drawn clasped 
hands in token of friendship, with a pipe and tobacco. He found 
Wild Cat, and delivered the message of the Commanding General, 
requesting an interview. Wild Cat agreed to come in, and gave 
Micco a bundle of eight sticks, denoting the dajs which would 
elapse before he appeared in camp. Micco returned, and made 
his report. 

On the fifth of March, Wild Cat was announced as approaching 
the American camp with seven of his trusty companions. He came 
boldly within the line of sentinels, dressed in the most fuitastio 
manner. He and his party had shortly before killed a company of 
strolling theatrical performers, near St. Augustine, and, having 
possessed themselves of the wardrobe which their victims had with 
them, he now decorated himself and followers in the most grotesque 
style. He approached the tent of General Worth, calm and self- 
possessed, and shook hands with the officers. He addressed the 
Commanding General in fluent and dignified language, saying, he 
had received the talk and white flag sent him ; that, in pursuance 
of the invitation, he had come to visit the American camp with 
peaceful intentions ; that, relying upon the good faith of the officer 
in command, he had entrusted himself to their power, in order to 
promote the designs of peace which had been tendered him. The 
dignity of his manner, the gracefulness of his gestures, the musical 
intonations of his voice, the blandness of his countenance, won the 
sympathy, and commanded the attention, of all around him* 

At this moment his little daughter escaped from the tent, where 
it was intended she should remain until General Worth should feel 
that the proper time had arrived for him to present her to her father. 
With the feelings and habits of her race, she presented him musket 
balls and powder, which she had by some means obtained and se- 
creted until his arrival. On seeing his child, he could no longer 
command that dignity of bearing so much the pride of every Indian 
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ohief. His self-poesession gave way to parental emotions ; tlie feel- 
ings of the father gushed forth ; he averted his face and wept. 

Havinjg recovered his self-possession, he addressed Colonel 
Worth, saying, "The "whites dealt unjustly hy me. I came to 
** them, when they deceived me. I loved the land I was upon ; 
" my hody is made of its sands. The Great Spirit gave me legs 
** to walk over it; eyes to see it; hands to aid myself; a head with 
" which I think. The sun, which shines warm and bright, brings 
" forth our crops ; and the moon brings back the spirits of our war- 
*• riors, our fathers, our wives and children. The white man comes ; 
*• he grows pale and sickly ; why can we not live in peace ? They 
** steal our horses and cattle, cheat us, and take our lands. They 
" may shoot ns — ^may ohain our hands and fcet ; hut the red man^s 
** heart wiU he free, I have come to you in peace, and have tak^ 
" you all by the hand. I will sleep in your camp, though your 
** soldiers stand around me thick as pine trees. I am done : when 
•' we know each other better, I will say more." 

General Worth assured him of the good faith with which he 
should be treated ; that the feelings which he had expressed were 
honorable to him and to his people ; that the emotions manifested 
on seeing his child, were highly creditable to him as a father ; as- 
sured him that his child should not be separated from him ; that 
the American officers and soldiers highly respected the parental 
aflfeotion which he had exhibited. He then entered upon a consul- 
tation with him concerning the best mode of obtaining a peace. 

Wild Cat spoke with great sincerity ; frankly stated the condition 
and feelings of this people ; stated the friendly attachment between 
the Exiles and Indians; said that they would not consent to be 
separated ; that nothing could be done until their annual assem- 
blage in June, to feast on the green com ; that, hard as the fate was, 
he would consent to emigrate, and would use his influence to induce 
his friends to do so. 

After remaining four days in camp, he and his companions left. 
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Ibooompanied by bis little daugbter, whom be pfeseoted to bttr 
mother on xeaohing bis own enoaoipment. 

Prompt to hi3 engagement with General Worth, be returned on 
the tenth day after his departure. He stated that he could do 
nothing until June ; but expressed his desire to see General Anni- 
stead, the former commander, who was yet at Tampa Bay. With 
that officer he also made arrangements to do whatever was in hb 
power to induce his friends to emigrate. 

There appears no good evidenoe on which to doubt the sincerity 
of Wild Cat ; yet it appears that General Armistead, before leaving 
jBlcnrida, ordered Colonel Cbilds, commanding at F(»rt Pearce, to 
seize Wild Cat, if he should come within his power, with such f<^- 
lowers as should attend him, and send them to Tampa Bay for 
omigration. General Armistead retired to Washington soon after 
issuing this order, leaving General Worth in command. 

On the twenty-first of May, Wild Cat and his brother, together 
with an uncle, a brother oi bis father King Philip, and twelve 
other Indians and three Exiles, came into Fort Pearce, where 
Colonel Cbilds was in command. Wild Cat and his friends had 
reposed perfect confidence in the honor and good faith of (General 
Worth. He had been betrayed by (General Hernandez, acting 
under General Je88up*8 orders ; had been imprisoned, and suftred 
much ; but from the manner and bearing of General Worth, be had 
been led to repose the most implicit confidence in his sincerity. 
Colonel Cbilds, however, punctilious in bis obedience to orders, at 
once seized and sent him and his companions in irons to Tampa 
Bay, where they were immediately placed on board a transport and 
sent to New Orleans, en route for Fort Gibson. The people of 
Florkla heartily approved this transaction, fueling that the Territory 
was now rid of one of its most dangerous foes. 

General Worth soon learned the manner in which Wild Cat had 
been again seised as a prisoner, in violation of the pledged Mik of 
Government. Mortified and chagrined, ho at once dispatched a 
fldAfal officer, with explicit directions, to bring WOd Cat and bU 
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ftiends back to Fkrida at tlie earliest moment at whkb he ebonld 
be able. The officer found tbem at New Orleans, and forthwith 
started with them on his retnm to Tampa Bay. 

This measure of General Worth, though bold, and in direct op- 
position to the popular sentiment of Florida, probably tended as 
much to the pacification of that Territory as any movement during 
the war. 

Qeneral Worth set out to meet the distinguished chief, and 
reached Tampa Bay on the third of July. The next day he went 
on board the ship, where he met Wild Cat and his companions ; 
they were yet in irons. As they met upon the deck, the General 
took him cordially by the hand ; assured him of his sincere friend- 
ship ; of the mbtake by which he had been anrested ; but assured 
him, that so great was his renown as a warrior, and such were the 
fears which the people entertained of him, that, as commandmg 
General, he was constrained to hold him a prisoner. 

Perhaps nothing so touches the vanity of a savage as an expres- 
sion of his greatness ; and the consummate policy of General Worth 
was never more apparent than in the manner of his treating this 
savage chief. After recounting the devastation and death which 
Wild Cat had scattered throughout the Territory, he told him, with 
great emphasis, that he had the power to put an end to the war. 
He then told him he was at liberty to select five of his most trusty 
friends, and send them to his band with such a message as would 
inform them of the precise state of facts, to name the time necessary 
to gather his band, and have them at Fort Brooke ; that, if they 
&iled to come in at the appointed time, he and his followers, who 
should remain with him, should be hanged. 

Wild Cat listened with emotion ; . most of his followers wept. 
After General Worth had closed his remarks, he arose, and, with 
great force of eloquence and truth, portrayed the wrongs to which 
he and his friends had been subjected. He then added, that Uiey 
had fought the white people bravely, had killed many, but Aey 
irore too numerous and too strong for them to conte^d with ; that 
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they were compelled to submit. Then, in oonclusioii, he said he 
would send out his friends, and do what he could to induce 1^ 
band to surrender, for emigration. 

WhUe be was speaking, the hour of twelve arrived, and an armed 
ship lying in port, opened her ports and commenced firing a natiomd 
salute, in honor of the day. Wild Cat stopped, and, turning to 
General Worth, inquired the cause. It was explained to him, and 
he readily contrasted his own situation and that of his friends, who 
were sitting around him in irons, with the condition of the freemen 
to whom they were prisoners. 

After he had concluded his remarks, he gathered around him his 
friends, and, having consulted with them, he selected his five mes- 
sengers, one of whom was taken from the Exiles, and the other four 
from the Indians. The five messengers were brought together, and 
he addressed them in their own language, apparently with dtep 
emotion ; but when he came to inform them of the message thej 
were to deliver to his wife and child, the feelings of the husband 
and father again overpowered him : he turned aside and wept ; and 
such was the deep and thrilling interest which pervaded those around 
him, that the hardy sailors who had long been accustomed to danger, 
and the soldier who had become fiimiliar with death in its various 
fi>nns, were melted to tears. The sympathy became general ; and 
all present seemed to acknowledge the reality of those holy afi^ 
tions of the human heart which God has implanted deep down in 
its core and center. Silence pervaded the wbole assemblage. The 
order was given by General Worth in a low and solemn voice to 
remove the fetters from the limbs of the five messengers. It was 
done quieUy, and all looked on with interest. After the irons had 
been taken from their limbs, and all was prepared for their depart- 
ure, Wild Cat shook hands with each as they passed over the side 
of the ship. To the last he handed a silk handkerchief and a 
breast-pin, saying, ''give them to my wife and child." 

The time which Wild Cat had voluntarily set for their return* 
was forty days. The band was supposed to be on the Easslmee or 
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fk. Jinn's SiTer ; and much interest was felt by aD in tbe result. 
They greatlj feared that delay might take place in finding and 
communicating with them. Officers and soldiers participated in the 
«3C0fte»ent ; and the messengers were instructed by them to inform 
Hie commanding officer at that post, if any great deLny should 
occur. 

Tim success of thb mission was regarded as the turning point df 
Hbe Fkmda War, and in its perfect success all felt a deep interest; 
«8 it was believed that his example would be followed by dher 
chiefs of sufficient influence to bring this long protracted war to a 
olose. 

The officers visited Wild Cat and his friends, on board the ship, 
daily, and endeavored to cheer them by constantly expressing thenr 
confidence in ibe fidelity of the messengers. He endeavored to 
iurmoant the anxiety and apprehension which his situation naturally 
lirought to his mind ; but his care-worn countenance and anxious 
manner showed the corroding solicitude which he felt. 

^*01d Micco," the Indian chief who at first induced Wild Cat to 
eome in to Fort Cummings, was at Tampa Bay at the time the 
messengers left. He was aged, but continued active. He had 
%eett the confidential friend of King Philip, the fetber of Wild 
Cat, and was now the warm friend of the son. He volunteered to 
accompany the messengers, assuring Wild Cat that he would him- 
self return in ten days with such tidings as he should be able to 
gather in that time. 

The old man, fiiithful to his engagement, on the tenth day ap- 
peared at Tampa Bay with six warriors and a number of women 
and children, and reported that others were on their way. The 
return of Micco with such intelligence cheered his followers and 
friends, and gave to our officers and soldiers confidence in the entire 
success of the plan ; but the chief continued to exhibit gloom, and 
at times he evinced despondency of spirits. 

In the meantime, his people continued to arrive daily, and in 
less than thirty days, his entire band were encamped at Tampa 
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Baj« He bacL iofoximd Qeneral Wefih of the fffmae nvator 4 
lus wanriora bj deliTeruig to him a buadle ooQtaioiQg one atiok fef 
each warrior. Oa the last 4ay of July, It was fimnd tbat the nanr 
ber of varriors» indading Exiles, ezaodj eorre^poaded with the 
immber of stioka. 

When informed that hia warriors were all in, ha resumed hta 
nakual cheeifiilness ; his coafitenance beeame lighted up with hope 
and intelligenea ; his bearing was loftj and iudepeadBnt. Seyeral 
officers went on board to oongratulate him. He was warmly greeted. 
He now, tomiag to the officer of the gnard, in a tone of eonfidenk 
assurance, requested that his irons might be removed, and he pei^* 
mitted to address his warriors, as he siud, '* like a nan." Hia 
shackles were taken off; and he then dressed himself in a manner 
which he deemed fitting the occasion. His turban was of ariaiiK>n 
silk^ from which three ostrich plumes were gracefully suspended ; 
hia breast was covered with glittering silver ornaments ; his many- 
colored frock was fiastened around his waist by a girdle of red silk* 
into which was thrust his scalping knife, enclosed in its appvq»riate 
scabbard. Eod leg^ns and ornamented oKiceasins coiapleted his 
attire. He waa attended on shore by several officers, who took 
seats with him in ^e boat As they approa<^ed the diore, and 
be saw hia frienda who had gathered at the landing to gireet &mi, 
bis heart sobmed to swell with enu^on ; but gathering himaelC fi>r 
the occitfion he became dignified and haughly in hia deportment^ 
and as he slopped on diore he waived his hand, beckoning them all 
to stand back. They impulsively obeyed ; and raising his fonn to 
its utmost height he sent forth a shrill war-whoop, which reached, 
every ear in the vicinity, as the announcement of hia freedom. A 
hearty response at once came back from every warrior of the band. 
The crowd simultaneously opened to the right and left, when, with- 
out noticing the presence of any person, ho at onco' proceeded to. 
the head-quarters, where he met General Worth, whom he siduted 
in the most respectful manner. He th^ turned to hia people and 
addressed them» stating the arrangement with GenMil Wortbr 
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ibatildiig them for bo cbeerftiUy coming to him, declared they were 
now at peace with the white people. He then inquired for his wifb 
and child, who had remained silent spectators of the whole scene. 
The J at once came forward, and as he saw them, the feelmgs of the 
husband and father again overcame him for an instant ; but resnm« 
ing his lofty demeanor he mingled again with those ^thfol and 
tried followers, who had so often stood beside him in times of peril. 

Sneh were the fortunes, and such the character, of one of those 
chieftains whom the incidents of the Florida War brought into pub- 
lic notice. He is now introduced to the reader, and will continue 
to receive occasional attention until the close of our narrative, and 
perhaps he may again appear in the future history of the people to 
whose trials and persecutions we are now directing attention. 

We have felt this sketch due to the cause of truth, inasmuch as 
during the war, and even up to the present day, public newspapers 
have spoken of Wild Cat as a cruel and vindictive savage. His 
efforts in behalf of freedom have been represented by public officers 
as crimes, and he has been held up to the public as an unprincipled 
brigand. We would judge him, as we would all others, by his acts. 

Wild Cat's band, now convened at Tampa Bay, had been previ- 
ously diminished by emigration. It now numbered seventy-eight 
warriors, sixty-four women and forty-seven children — making in all 
one hundred and eighty-nine souls. We have no official statement 
of the number of Exiles who surrendered with this band. We 
suppose, however, from the warm interest which Wild tJat always 
took in behalf of the Exiles, that more would have flocked to his 
standard than to those of other chiefs ; but we have no evidence 
that such was the fact. Probably the Exiles constituted about one- 
sixth of the band — that being the proportion of Exiles who ac- 
companied him to Fort Cummings, and were seized with him by 
Colonel Childs. Indeed, we have had no official data by which to 
determine the proportion of Exiles who constituted the several par- 
ties that surrendered after General Jessup left the army. No sub- 
0ec[uent commander in Florida appears to have drawn distinctions aa 
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to the color of his prisoners. They were all repeated as Seminok$t 
and the term '* negro'' occurred only incidentally in their official 
reports, when speaking of the class of interpreters and agents who 
were employed ; nor do we find that General Worth made Any 
effi)rt to send any of his prisoners into slavery. So far as we are 
informed, like General Taylor, he treated them all as prisaners of 
war, entitled to the same rights, the same respect, and the same 
attentions, agreeably to the doctrine advanced by General Gaines 
at New Orleans. 

, GiBneral Worth appears to have felt authorized to send every 
Exile who surrendered, to the Western Country. If any of them 
WOTC claimed by the slaveholders of Florida, he directed the proofs 
of ownership to be taken and the value of Uie negro estimated, 
and then, without waiting for further contest, the negro was treated 
as other prisoners, and sent West with his Seminole friends, 
leaving the Government to pay for the slave or not, as the Execu» 
tive and Congress should determine.^ 

It was this policy which enabled General Worth to conduct the 
war with so much greater success than his predecessors. It enabled 
him to avail himself of all the influence of Wild Cat, now exerted 
in favor of emigration ; while General Jessup, by delivering over 
the Exiles to slavery, had induced the same chief to exert absolute 
violence to prevent emigration.^ 

General Worth, having secured the friendship and cooperation 

(1) This statement is founded upon the authority of Captain Spragae. It is howerer 
oortaJn, that many of the claimants actually received compensation flrom the public treas- 
ury for the loss of their slaves. The power to pay for them was assumed by Ezecutlte 
oiBcers, under the appropriation act of March, 1841, without reference to Congresi. 

(2) Caption Sprague, in his history, enters into a somewhat lengtliened apology for this 
practice of General Worth, by saying, the negroes were the most active and vindictive of 
the hostile forces ; that, from the peculiar situation of the country, ten negroes could keep 
it in a state of ooiistant alarm ; that many of them had Intermarried with the Scmioolet 
and become identified with them, had acquired their habits, and would have been usekM 
to their owners had they been delivered to them ; that the negro would have remained in 
servloe bul a fow days, when he would liave again taken to the swamps and hommocks, ' 
wliere he could elude pursuit, and would have been more vkuUctif e than befom. 
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of Wild Gat, entoed into oonsidtation with hla as to the beaft^ 
method of carrying out bis plan of peaceful sonender of the Indians 
and Exiles, and ^ir emigratioQ West. Those in the eastern fsxt 
of the Territory, under Hospetarche and Tiger4ail and Sam Jones, 
were Htterly opposed to emigration. They det^mined, in council, 
to kill any messenger sent to them for the purpose of p^uadiog 
tliem to surrender, or any one who should attempt to leave them for 
the purposes of emigration. 

Notwithstanding this determination, some three or four &miEes, 
numbering itf all ^bout twenty souls, made their escape (Aug. 10), 
and, though closely pursued, reached the military post cm Pease 
Creek, and were sent to Tampa Bay, where they joined Wild Cat's 
band. Otolke, a brother of Wild Cat, lived in the vicinity of those 
peq>le who had become so indignant, and it was deemed important 
to inform him of Wild Cat's determination to go West. The chi^ 
had also a younger brother, now with the band at Tampa Bay, who 
volunteered to perform the hazardous duty of carrying a message to 
Okdke. Much solicitude was felt for his safety, but he wocom- 
plished his mission successfully. Otulke^ with some six warriors 
and their femilies, obeyed the call, and came to Tampa Bay and 
joined t^e party destined for emigration. 

OtuQce also Immgfat a message from Hospetarche, an aged chief, 
the head of a small band numbering nearly one hundred souk. He 
WIS said to be eighty-five years of age ; but was yet active, and 
possessed great energy. He sent a message to Wild Cat that he, 
too, was coming in to see him. He was from the ** Great Cypress 
Swamp/* whose inhabitants were regarded as very treacherous, and 
altogether destitute of integrity. 

A few days after Otulke arrived, Hospetarche sent a boy with a 
white flag to Tampa Bay, saying, he was old and fatigued, and 
wanted whisky uid provisions to enable him to reach Fort Brooke. 
These were sent him ; but the next day another message of the 
same character was received, and complied with. This praotioe 
conUnued for five days. And such was the desperate character of 
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ihe old chief, that none of the friendly Indians daied go cat to 
meet him, particnlarly as they learned that he was attended only 
by warriors ; they believed he was intent on hostility rather than 
peace, and they feared him. 

Wild Oat had been absent for some days. When he returned, 
he ascertiuned ihe situation of Hospetarehe, with whom he had long 
been acquainted. The next morning he dressed himself in his 
gayest attire, and, taking his rifle, mounted his fiiTorite horse, 
which had been brought to Tampa Bay by his followers. 

The officers who witnessed his departure, declared that the noUe 
^«nimal exhibited evidence of having recognized his master. No 
sooner had Wild Oat mounted, than he began to champ his bit and 
paw the earth, as if impatient to bear forth his rider to the huntii^ 
grounds. Wild Gat, sitting upon his spirited horse, shook hands 
with General Worth and the other officers, and then dashed into 
the fcxLCBt ; and before sunset, returned with his venerable friend, 
Hoqpetarche, and eighteen warriors. 

After they arrived, they were treated kindly, but placed under 
a strong guard. They sent confidential friends however to their 
homes, who in a few days returned, bringing with them the women 
and diildren of the whole band. There were now at Tampa Bay 
nearly three hundred prisoners ready for emigration, including 
Exiles, supposed to be about sixty in number. 

While General Worth was thus successful in his effi)rts to induce 
the Indians and their allies peacefully to emigrate, he was pained 
to witness the sufferings to which his army were subjected. As an 
illustration of the sacrifice which our nation made in this effi)rt to 
enslave the Exiles, we would state, that the 1st regiment of Infimt- 
ry, under Colonel Miller, came to Florida in 1888, and left in 
August, 1841. It numbered some six hundred men, and during 
ihe three years of its residence in Florida, one hundred and thirty- 
five 8<ddiers and six commissioned officers died of sicknes. This 
we believe to be nothing more than the average loss of the troops 
who served in that war, in proportion to the time of service. The 
21 



Offloial lepbrtB ibr Julj, 1841, skow^ two tbotaimd f<»nr handr^ 
and twentjrreigkl men on the siok li^ nn^ fi>r dotj, being consid- 
wMj more tbati one half of the wholie lurmj. 

A few Indians and Exiles, from Tarioos bancb, oceasionaUy ar- 
tfvid 8t Tampa Bay, and joinod the emigmting party. Throughout 
ifce diflferent families, they appeared to believe that General Worth 
iras ac^g in good &iUi. The whole character of the war had 
undergone a change. It had originally been commeneed and prog- 
ecuted for the purpose of reenslaving Exiles : no^ thit object, so 
fiur as they could discover, appeared to have been given up. Exiles 
anct Indians were treated alike. Wild Cat, their most active an^ 
'popular chief, and the leading Exiles mth him, were acdng wiUi 
isincerity in faV^ of emigration. The war was in fact suspended, 
for the adoption of a more pacific policy, which seemed to promise 
iBucoess. 

Tiger-tail ^ta yet inexorable and inveterate. He was said to 
have murdered his own sister for proposing to surrender ; yet a 
ftnaQ party from his band escaped to Tampa Bay, and were pro- 
tected. A few other Indiatis and Exiles were captured without 
bloodshed; and such were the prospects of returning peace, that 
'^by the coiiimeneement of September, General Worth informed the 
War Department that the 8d regiment of Artillery could be spared 
from the service in Florida ; and that he hoped, within a montii, to 
discharge the 4th and 6th Infantry, and the 3d Dragoons. 

Wild Cat tisited Tiger-tail in his retreat, which was regained as 
t, most hazardous undertaking. With six followers he started on a 
ViAt to this barbarous chief. He reached the vicinity of his camp 
hear hight&ll, but deemed it prudent not to approach at that late 
%our of the day. He and his fHenda fearing discovery, bivouacked 
in a grove, suppositig they had not been noticed by any one. In 
Che darkheis ^f Ihe night, they heard sDght movements near thetn. 
Wbd Cat sitilpeeted it was the wary chief, preparing to massacre 
biitniiAlf and friends. He boldly called out, announcing hitf own 
liame, andtelHtigTigex^ail not too<Hneupon him like a coward, 
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bj stealth, but to speak frankly, or come up boldly to a personal 
conflict. Tiger-tail, surprised and astonished at this course, com- 
menced conversation. Wild Cat, referring to their former friend- 
dip, avowed his desire to renew the attachment ; or, if Tiger-tail 
insisted on fighting, then he would meet him in a manner becoming 
a bold warrior. The ferocity of Tiger-tail gave way. They agreed 
to meet next day, when a long consultation was held. The savage 
diief gave assurances of his peaceful disposition, and promised to 
reflect upon the propriety of emigrating. Wild Cat also sent to 
<»ther chiefs messages, assuring them of his intention to emigrate ; 
that his band, and that of Hospetarche, with individuals from other 
villages, were at Tampa Bay with the intention of soon embarking 
&r the Western Country. 

Tiger-tail insisted on seeing Alligator, a Seminok chief, who 
emigrated in 1837, saying, if Alligator would come back and 
advise him to go West, he would comply with such advice. A 
messenger was accordingly sent West to bring Alligator to Florida. 

In the meantime. Wild Cat declared to General Worth that he 
desired to see his own people on their way ; and assigned as the 
reason for such desire, that Indians were a restless people, and 
eould not be long kept inactive, with no employment for either 
body or mind. The advice was received by General Worth with 
respect, and he at once gave orders to prepare for the journey. 
Transports had been employed, and were then in waiting. The 
women and children were engaged in cracking com, to serve as 
food for their journey. Amid all the cares which surrounded him, 
(Scmeral Worth endeavored to make both Indians and Exiles com- 
fortable, and render them cheerful. They were a wronged and 
persecuted people, about to leave their homes, their native country, 
and go to a distant region, of which they were ignorant. Driven 
from the graves of their fathers, they were about to be separated 
from scenes which had been familiar to them from childhood. 

Of those who had come in for emigration, fifteen had died. Wild 
Gat ddailed from his band seven, and Hospetarche detailed ten war- 
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riors, yiko, with tbeir ^unilies, making some eight j souls in aU, were 
to remain with General Worth for a while in order to exert what; 
influence they could with their friends in favor of emigrating to the 
West The number who actually embarked was little more than 
two hundred and fifty, exclusive of fourteen Mickasukies» who per* 
sisted in drawing their rations, and in all things being separated 
from the others. Some fifty Exiles are supposed to have been 
among those who embarked, and two of the seventeen families who 
i^emained at Tampa Bay w^re of mixed blood. The emigrants were 
all on board the transports, when General Worth and staff paid 
them a last visit. The scene was said to be a£^cting. Hospetajrche, 
venerable for his years, sat in silence, resting his head upon his 
hands, and looking back upon his native land. He appeared dis- 
qualified for holding conversation with any one, and none appeared 
wiHing to disturb his seeming melancholy reflections. The women 
— both Exiles and Indians — ^were weeping and sighing, unre^ 
starained by that dignity so much cultivated by savages of the odier 
sex. The warriors — black and red — were solemn and silent. 
This appeared to give Wild Cat pain. He stood upon the quartw 
deck with his sub-chiefs around him. As General Worth wai 
about to take leave, *'Iam looking (said Wild Gat) at the last 
" pine tree of my native land. I am about to leave Florida for 
** evw ; and I can say that I have never done anything to disgraot 
*' the land of my birth. It was my home : I loved it as I lioved 
" my wife and child. To part from it, is like separating frou ngr 
** own kindred. But I have thrown away the rifle ; I have shakea 
*' hands with the white man, and I look to hhn for proteedoa.*^ 
He tlien addressed General Worth, thanked him for all hb kmol- 
i^ss and confidence ; and on behalf of his people he ezpresaed a 
high sense of gatitode for the humanity and friendship extended to 
them. Then extendmg his hand to the General he bade him &r^ 
well. General Worth, in taking leave, expressed the hope Uiai 
they would have a pleasant journey, and find themsdveft happy in 
their western homes. They parted; the anchor was hinled uf^ 
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the sails hoisted ; and the unhappy emigrants soon cast their last 
lingering look upon the long-loved scenes of their childhood. 

Thej were hurried on their way as rapidly as wind and steam 
could propel the ships in which they embarked. They made a 
short stay at New Orleans ; and in two weeks from the time they 
left Tampa Bay, they landed at Fort Gibson, and were conducted 
to the settlement made by their brethren who had previously emi- 
grated. Here Wild Cat found himself in a new sphere. Respected 
and beloved by his followers for his gallant bearing ; his undoubted 
eourage ; his devotion to the interests of his people ; his txuih wid 
justice — distinguished above all others of his tribe by his warlike 
exploits, he was qualified and prepared to enter upo i the trying 
scenes which awaited his fature life. 



CHAPTER XXI. 



CLOSE OF THB WAR. 

Delegation ftom Emigrants return to Florida— Their efforts in foyorof Peace — Padfie 
Indieations — Troops discharged — Indians and N^^roes sorrender— Foray of Captain 
Wade — Waxe Ha^jo surrenders — Blassacre at Mandarin — People of Georgia and Flori- 
da dissatisfied with General Worth— They insist on fiimishiDg Troops — Gen. Wortli 
teftises to employ Militia — General McDonald and Volunteers from Georgia take tim 
Celd — Demand the withdrawal of the R^ular Troops — They are withdrawn — Call for 
ProTisions — General Worth refuses to furnish them— Blilitia disband — Tustenuggee 
Ohapco surrenders- More Troops dUicharged — General Worth states the number of 
Enemy, and recommends cessation of Hostilities — Propositions rejected by Ezecutlve — 
Battle with Halee Tustenuggee — His character — His capture — He and his people sent 
West— President reconsiders General Worth's adyice — Adopts the proposed policy— 
General Worth calls Council — Terms of Peace agreed upon — General Order — General 
Worth retires — War ended — Its object — Its cost — Number of lives sacrificed — Char 
■eter of Indians and Exiles who remidned in Florida. 

On the fourteenth of October, Alligator, with two other chiefe, 
1 QJ.1 1 ^"^ ^^^ ^^ ^^^ leading Exiles, named James, reached Fort 
Brooke, on their return from the Western Country. They 
came at the request of General Worth to exert their influence with 
Tiger-tail and others in favor of emigration. The next day they 
left for the interior, and after an absence of seven days returned 
with Tiger-tail. The General held several conversations with him, 
and kindly expressed his sympathy for the Indians, explaining his 
own situation and duty, and advising the Indians to emigrate as 
their best policy. Tiger-tail, after remaining in camp four days, 
returned for his band ; and friendly Indians were.dispatched by 
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G«iienil Worth to Sam Jones and other chiefs to induce them also 
to come in. Some thirty Indians deserted Haleo Tustennggeo 
(Nov. 10), and came to Fort Brooke. The appearance of Indians 
and Exiles was so pacific that the Commanding General discharged 
from farther service in Florida five companies of dragoons, who 
were ordered to the western frontier. The Indians and Exiles who 
remained at Fort Brooke when Wild Cat and his party left for the 
West, were active in their endeavors to induce their other friends 
to emigrate. In these effi)rts they were at least partially successfuL- 
Small parties from the hands of Tiger-tail and Nethloke-Mathia 
arrived occasionally, and with the apparent consent of those chie& ; 
hut Tiger-tail himself appeared suspicious and wary. He would 
not come in then, but promised to do so at some future day. The 
influence of most of the Exiles now remaining in Florida was ex- 
erted in favor of emigration. It is believed that nearly every fam- 
ily of pure Exile blood had left ; that the last of that class had 
departed with Wild Cat, particularly all of the descendants of those 
pioneers who remained unconnected with the Indians by marriage. 
There were yet remaining a few who had more recently fled from 
their masters in Florida and Georgia. They dared not trust them- 
selves within the power of our troops, lest they should be recon- 
signed to slavery. They exerted a strong influence with the In- 
dians against emigration. There were also, in almost every band 
and small village of Indians, Exiles who had intermarried with In- 
dian families. They could not well separate from their family con- 
nexions, and therefore refused to surrender for emigration, until 
those relatives would go with them. By the twentieth of Novem- 
ber, fifty-two warriors and a hundred and ten women and children 
-—making in all one hundred and sixty-two people — were gathered 
from the bands of Tiger-tail and Nethloke-Mathla ; some thirty of 
whom were Exiles, intermarried with the Indians and half-breeds. 
Captain Wade made a foray into the Indian Country, and cap- 
tured some sixty-five Indians and Exiles of two diflferent bands, by 
surprise, and without bloodshed. They were mostly women and 
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oUUcen, and weire at <moe 9&a/b fi^rward to Tampa Bay &r mat* 

About the dose o€ November, '' Waxe^Hadjo," a yoang chief 
from the Cypress Swamp, with seventeen warriors and more than 
thirty women and children — some ten or twelve of whom were 
kalfobreeds, descendants of Exiles and Seminoles — surrendered, 
and wwe sent to Fc»rt Brooke for emigration. 

While everything thus wore the appearance of peace, and aU 
were regarding the wur as near its close, a small settlement of white 
people, at a place called Mandarin, twenty-two miles frmn Ja<^L8on- 
ville, was assailed in open day, and five of the people murdered. 
Thb attack was conducted hj a small party of Indians, less than 
twenty in number, who had come from the interior, and in a stealthy 
loanner approached this settlement, committed the murders, and 
retired before any troops could be brought to tiie scene of slaughter. 

Near the close oi the year, the authorities of Georgia and Flor* 
ida gave evidence of their dissatisfaction of the manner in which 
Gkneral Worth was conducting the war. The militia of neither 
Florida nor Georgia were called on to participate in the war. No 
opportunities were afibrded them of seizing negroes and selling them 
into slavery ; none but the regular sutlers were permitted to en- . 
camp with or near the troops ; in short, the war, as then conducted, 
afibrded them but little profit. General Worth had encouraged the 
return of the people to their homes and plantations, and very few 
of them now drew rations from the public stores for their support. 
He had discharged citizens and their slaves from public employ- 
ment, and the war was carried on without permitting the people, or 
politicians of Georgia or Florida, to interfere or dictate the manner 
of its prosecution. 

This proceeding of General Worth greatly excited the people 
and Executive of Georgia, who insisted upon famishing militia to 
carry on the war. The Secretary of War referred the matter at 
once to General Worth, and a most interesting and amusing corres- 
pondence followed between the Executive of Georgia and the Com- 
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mabding QiBneral, The latter refuting to eall for militia from Ail 
State, they were mustered without his authority, and he was v»" 
quested by Oovemor McDonald to withdraw the United Stutci 
foroes from the Q«or^ frontiers. 

As there was then no enemy near that State, and no danger to 
the inhabitants, he removed the troops, and tlie Georgia miliUa were 
ordered by the Governor to take Uieir place. They did so with the 
confident expectation that General Worth would frimish rations and 
hospital supplies and arms from the United States stores* But he 
refused to do this, and the gallant militia of that State immediately 
retired to their homes in order to dine. 

The correspondence on this subject continued until May, 1842, 
and shows the skillful management of individuals to get up alarms 
in regard to the supposed presence of hostile Indians, and thereby 
manifest the necessity of posting troops in certain localities, where 
there had probably never been an enemy. To give importance to 
these counterfeited alarms, letters were written, and presentmentB 
were made by Grand Juries. The Delegate from the Territory of 
Florida demanded of the Executive the emplc^ment of militia for 
the protection of the frontier, and Uiat such militia be authoriied U> 
act independently of the Commanding General. 

Hon. John C. Spencer, Secretary of War, replied, that the J>e-f 
pertment could see no particular advantage to be derived fsom iw^ 
a division of the duties of the Commanding General ; and, as he 
had no doubt General Wortii would do whatever was proper, he 
referred the whole matter to his consideration. 

Had General Jessup, in 1836 and '37, adopted the policy which 
guided General Worth ; had he sent his prisoners to the Western 
Country without permitting the militia, or the peo]^e of Florida^ 
to seize and enslave those whom he had engaged to protect and 
defend, there is' little doubt that the war wcmld have been dosed 
during the time he was employed in Florida. 

Paring the last days of December, Tostenu^ee Chopoo, a sab- 
chief, and about seventy followers, consisting of warrion, women^ 
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aad ohildren, a proportkm of whom were Exiles and half-breeds, 
mrrendered near the Great Cypress Swamp, and were also sent to 
Fort Brooke for emigration. 

1 ftAQ 1 "^^ *^® commencement of this year several more compa- 
nies of troops were discharged, the number of the enemy 
being so far diminished as to render their presence useless. 

On the fiflth of February, some three hundred and fifty Indians 
and Exiles were embarked at Tampa Bay for the Western Country. 
They in due time reached Fort Gibson, and took up their residence 
with those who had gone before them, and were still residing upon 
the lands of the Cherokees. 

On the fourteenth of February, General Worth addressed the 
Commanding General of our army, at Washington City, a commu- 
nication, giving a detailed statement of the number of Indians yet 
remaining in Florida — amounting in all to three hundred, accord- 
ing to the best information he had been able to obtain. He also 
stated the impossibility of capturing these individuals, scattered as 
they were over a vast extent of country, and advising that they 
be dealt with, henceforth, in a peaceful manner ; and that at least 
fivoHsizths of the troops then employed in Florida hd withdrawn, 
and an equal proportion of the expenses of the war be curtailed. 
He proposed sending a portion of those friendly Indians who 
remained at Fort Brooke, among the hostiles, to continue with 
them, and exert what influence they could in favor of peace and of 
emigration; with the assurance, that no further hostilities would 
be prosecuted by the United States while the Indians remained 



The proposition, however, was rejected by the Executive ; and 
General Worth continued to carry forward the work which he had 
proseented thus far with such signal success. He dismissed more 
troops from service in Florida ; discharged employees in the various 
departments under his command, and made such retrenchments as 
he was able to e£fect, without detracting from the efficiency of the 
pablio senrioe. 
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On tlie sizteenih of April, the troops fell in with HaUec Tast»> 
nuggee, who, with some seventy, warriors of his own and other 
bands, was encamped upon an island in the Great Wahoo Swan^ 
and after an irregular fight of two honrs, routed them. The loss 
was slight on both sides. Our troops had one man killed, and four 
wounded ; the allies three wounded, whom they carried from* the 
fields This was the last battle fought in the Florida War. The 
Indians scattered in various directions, and in that way evaded 
pursuit. 

Halec Tustenuggee was a most skillful warrior: bold and daring 
in his policy, yet capable of dissimulation and treachery. He had 
been the object of pursuit for two years. His unceasing vigilance had 
enabled him to bid defiance to civilized troops. He was now nearly 
destitute of powder and provisions, and, as an alternative, professed 
a desire for peace. He came into the American camp boldly, shook 
bands with General Worth, and proclaimed his pacific purpose. 
His professions were treated with great apparent respect. He 
wanted provisions for his band. They were encamped within three 
miles of General Worth's head-quarters, and were fed at public 
expense. And when the whole band had come within the lino?, 
for the purpose of attending a feast, they were secured as prisoners, 
and immediately sent to Tampa Bay for emigration ; and, on the 
fourteenth of July, this entire band, consisting of one hundred and 
twenty persons, embarked for Fort Gibson, by way of New Orleans. 
They reached their destination in safety ; and most of them took up 
their residence with their brethren, the Seminoles ; while others 
joined the Creeks. 

The Federal Executive, having more maturely ocmsidered the 
suggestions of General Worth, at length concluded to accede to his 
propositions for a pacification with the remaining hostiles in Florida. 
That officer, having secured Halec Tustenuggee and his band, and 
sent them West, now dispatched his messengers to those small 
bands of hostiles which remained, inviting them to hold a comunl 
and enter into an arrangement, based upon the condi^n^ that the 
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•itfiMi Adiild itemBm in the sott^em poftioa of the Feaiasola of 
Fldrida, eoifined to eertain limits, and ahatain from all acts of a|^ 
giessioii upon their white nei^bors. 

Most of these small hands sent chiefs, or salH)hte&, to attend ibe 
council ; and terms of peace were agreed to, and the foUowing 
General Ordor was issmed : 

No. 28. j adar Key^ Florida^ August 11, 1848. i 

'' It is hereby announced, that hostilities with the Indians withia 
** this Territory have ceased. Measures are taken to pass the few 
** remaining Indiails within eertain limits-— those in the &r sonth 
** immediately ; those west of the Suwanee in a few days, who, 
" meantime, Uiere is every reasonable assnranoe, will ccmduct in- 
" offensively if unmolested in their haunts. The lands tiius tem- 
** porarily assigned, as their planting and hunting grounds, are 
"within the fbllowmg boundaries, to wit: From the mouth of 
" Talockchopco, or Pease Creek, up the left bank of that stream to 
" the fork of the southern branch, and, following that branch, to 
** tbe head or nc^them edge of Lake Istokpoga ; thence down the 
''^ eastern margin of that lake to the skeam which empties into ibd 
'* Kissimee River, following the left bank of the said stream aod 
** river to where the latter empties into Lake Okeechobee ; thenee 
*' down, due south, through said lake and ever^des to Shaik 
'' Biver, foHowing the right bank of that river to the Gulf; theice 
''along the Gulf i^re (excluding all islands between Funta Bx)0a 
'' aiid the head of Clmrlotte's Harbor) to the place of beginniDg. 

** The foregoing arrangements are in accordance with the instmo- 
'< iimus of the Presidmil of the United States. 

^Bj orctor of Col. Wobvb : 

»'S. COOPER, A. A. €hnirtd» 

Most of the troops were ik)W withdn(wn from Florida. Genecal 
Worth retired from the command, and the Florida War was sup- 
posed to have ended. It had bewi commenced with a determination 
to re^anslave Urn Exiles* That obijeet was, in part^ attained. More 
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than five hundred persons were seized and enalaTed, between the 
first of January, 1835, and the fonrteenth of August, 184S. 
Probably one half of them had been born free ; the others had 
themselves escaped from slavery. To effect this object, forty mil- 
lions of dollars were supposed to have been expended. Eighty 
thousand dollars was paid from the public treasury for the enslave- 
ment of each person, and the lives of at least three white men 
were sacrified to insure the enslavement of each bkck man. The 
deterioration of our national morality was beyond estimate, and the 
disgrace of our nation and government are matters incapable of 
computation. The suffering of the Indians and Exiles amidst such 
prolonged persecution, such loss of lives and property, we cannot 
estimate. The friends and families who were separated, the num- 
ber of those who were made wretched for life, the broken hearts, 
we will not attempt to enumerate. Nearly one half of the whole 
number were consigned to the moral death of slavery, and many to 
that physical death which was dreaded far less than slavery. After 
Pandering in the wilderness thrice forty years, they fell under 
the oppression, the persecution, the power of a mighty nation, 
which boasts of its justice, its honor, and love of liberty. We 
lament the sad fate of those who died in that struggle ; but with 
deeper anguish, and far keener mortification, we deplore the un- 
happy lot of those who were doomed to drag out a miserable exist- 
ence, amidst chains and wretchedness, surrounded by that moral 
darkness which broods over the enslaved portion of our fellow- 
beings in the Southern States. 

There are yet remaining in Florida a few descendants of the 
pioneer Exiles. They are intermarried with the bands of " Billy 
Bowlegs," and of " Sam Jones,*' sometimes called Aripeka ; they 
are now mostly half-breeds, and are rapidly becoming amalgamated 
with the Indian race. 

Beffldes these, there are a number of Spanish Befugees, or color- 
ed people who fled firom Spanish masters and took up their resi- 
dence with those called *' Spanish Indians." These did not engage 
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in ihe war until 1840 : nor did they then engage in any of the 
battles with our army ; they contented themselves with plundering 
ships wrecked on their coast, and the foray upon Indian Key. 
They refused to send delegates to the council summoned by General 
Worth, to establish terms of ^pacification. They live independent 
of the white people, subsisting mostly on fish and the natural pro- 
ducts of the soil, holding very little intercourse with either white 
men or other Indians. Descendants of Exile parents, they have 
the complexion and appearance of pure Spaniards ; but they are 
rapidly blending with the Indians, and forming a mixed race. 

These different bands, remaining in Florida, and aggregating 
into a distinct people, have on several occasions since 1848, given 
evidence of implacable hostility to the whites. And at the time of 
writing this narrative, they are engaged in open war ; while the 
Government of the United States is endeavoring to secure peace in 
the same manner and upon the same terms on which General Worth 
obtained it, in 1843. Their future history may, hereafter, occupy 
the pen of some other historian. 



CHAPTER XXII. 

HISTOET OF BXILtS GONTIMVBD. 

Ohaneter of Abraham— His knowledge of the Treaty of Payne^s Landing— Its stlpola* 
tlong — General Jonup^s assurances — Confirmed by other Officers of GotemmMit-' 
SiBai^ointment of BxUes on reacfaiof Western Country— They reftiae to enter OxMk 
jurisdiction — Creeks disi^ppointed — General Cass's policy of reuniting Tribes— Ag«K.t 
attempts to pacify E^es — Hospitality of Cberokees — Discontent of all the Tribes -~ 
Baminoles load in their complaints — Ilostillties apprehended — Conduct of ]Ckeoativc;<^ 
Agents selected to negotiate another Treaty — Treaty stipulations — Attempts to UUtfy 
history — Executive action unknown to the people. 
t 

The Exiles were now all located on the Cherokee lands, west of 
1 ftli. 1 *^® State of Arkansas. They had been removed from 
Florida at great expense of blood and treasure ; but they 
were yet free, and the object of the Administration had not been 
attained. Conscious of the designs of the Creeks, the Seminoles 
and Exiles refused to trust themselves within Creek jurisdiction. 
They were tenants at will of the Cherokees, whose hospitality had 
furnished them with temporary homes until the Government should 
fulfill its treaty stipulations, in furnishing them a territory to their 
separate use. 

Abraham was, perhaps, the most influential man among the 
Exiles. He had been a witness and interpreter in making the 
treaty of Payne's Landing, and had dictated the important provis- 
ion in the supplemental treaty ; he had exerted his influence in 
favor of emigration ; to him, therefore, his people looked with more 
confidence than to any other individual. In all his intercourse 
22 (117) 
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with our officers, lie had been assured of ihe intention to folfill 
those treaties; and when he found the Government hesitating on 
that pointy he became indignant, and so di4 others of his band. 
But he could only express his indignation to the Agent appointed 
to superintend their afl^irs and supply their wants. These com- 
plaints were made known to the Indian Bureau, at Washington ; 
but they were unheeded, and the Exiles and their friends lived on 
in the vain hope that the Administration would at some day redeem 
the pledged faith of the nation, and assign them a territory for their 
separate use, where they could live independent of the Creeks, aB 
they had done for nearly a century past. 

Nor is it easy for men at this day to appreciate that feeling which 
80 stubbornly sought their enslavement ; we can only account for 
this unyielding purpose, from the long-established practice of so 
wielding the power and influence of the nation as best to promote 
the interests 'of slavery. It is certain, that it would have cost the 
United States no more to set off to the Exiles and Seminole Indians 
a separate territory, on which they could live free and independent, 
than it would to constrain them to settle on the Creek lands, and 
subject them to Creek laws, and Creek despotism, and Creek 
servitude. 

General Jackson, in 1816, had ordered Blount's Fort to be de- 
.stroyed and the negroes returned to those who owned them. To 
effect this latter object, in 1822, he proposed to compel the Seminole 
Indians to return and reiinite with the Creeks. If at any time 
there were other reasons for the frauds comipitted upon the Exiles 
and Indians — ^for the violations of the pledged faith of the nation — 
it is hoped that some of the officers who acted a prominent part in 
those scenes of treachery and turpitude, or their biographers, will 
yet inform the public of their existence. 

Settled, as the Seminoles and Exiles now were on the Cherokee 
lands, all parties concerned ' were necessarily dissatisfied. The 
Creeks were disappointed, and greatly dissatisfied at not having the 
Exiles in their power, and charged our Government with bad fiuth 
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in not delivering that extraordinary people into their- bands. Tbe 
Cherokees had assured the Seminoles and Exiles that onr Goyem* 
ment would deal honotablj with them, and would &ithf uUy. emy 
out the treaty of Payne's Landing, with the psoviso contained it 
the supplemental treaty ; and they were now greatly diaaaibfied 
at the refusal of the Executive to observe this solemn stipulation ; 
while the Seminoles and Exiles were indignant at the deception, 
fraud and perfidy practiced upon them. 

Complaints against the Government now betame general among 
all these tribes. All had been deceived ; all had been wronged ; 
and all became loud in their denunciations of the Qovemment 
This feeling became more intense as time passed away. It was in 
Tain that our Indian agents and military officers at the West en- 
deavored to (juiet this state of general discontent. The newspapetls 
of that day gave intimations of difficulties among the Indians at the 
West ; they sts^d^ in general terms, the danger of hos^tioB, but 
omitted all allusion to the cause of this disquietude. 

The Executive speared to be paralyzed^wtth the dtffienlties now 
tiurown in his way. He urged upon the Indian agents and miiiiary 
officers to use all possible effi)rts to suppress these feelings of hos- 
tility, which now appeared ready to burst forth upon the fits* ocoar 
sion ; coolly inmsUng that, at some future day, the Semisdes and 
Exiles would consent to remove on to the Creek territory. 

At length the danger of hostilities became so imminent, that the 
Executive deemed it necessary to enter upon further negotiatioii in 
<Nrder to effect the Icmg cherished purpose of subjecting the fittles 
to Creek-jurisdiction and consequent slavery. To efi^ this object 
it was necessary to select suitable instruments. Four Indian Agents, 
holding their offices by the Executive iavor, were appointed to bold 
a Council wi^ their discontented tribes, and if posmble to negotiate 
a new treaty with them. It is somewhat singular that no states- 
man, no person favoraUy known to the public, or possessing pvbHo 
confidence, was selected for so important a service. 

Of course any treaty formed under such okevmstaaeei aad^by 
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^^_ 8«eh agents would o(»feirm to tiie EzecutiTe nHIl. 1^ 
irtatj beuB date on tbe tweotj-fifth of January; and we 
tewrt ti» prsambk and those artides vrhiok have parUcular relati<m 
4e tbe aobjeei matter of which we are speakii^. They are as 
Mkfwi: 

" Articles of a Treaty made by Wm. Armstrong, P. M. Butler, 
James Segan and Thomas S. Judge, Commissioners in behalf of 
the United States, of the first part ; the Creek Tribe of Indians 
of the second psfft, and the Seminole Indians of the third part : 

'' WnratSAS, It was stipulated in the fourth article of the Creek 
" Treaty of 1883, that the Seminoles should Uience forward be 
** ooesidered a constituent part of the Creek nation, and that a per- 
'* taaneat and comfortable home should be secured for tliem on the 
f ' lands set apMi in said treaty as the country of the Creeks ; and 
*' whereas, many of the Seminoles have settled and ssre now liyio^ 
** in the Creek Country, while others, ccmstituting a large portictt 
"^ the tribe, have refused to make their homes m any part there- 
" of, assigning, as a reason, that thetf are unwiUing ti> ^uhmit to 
" Onek laws and Gavemmenty and that they are apprekenrive of 
**iMnff dq}riv6d by the Creek authorities of their property ; and 
'* whereas, repeated complaints have been made to the United States 
" Gbveroment, that those of the Seminoles who refuse to gp into 
'* the Oredc Country have, without authority or right, settled upon 
'* lands secured to other tribes, and that they have committed nu- 
" merous and extensive depredations upon the prc^rty of those 
'*' upon whose lands they have intruded : 

*' Now, therefore, in order to reconcile all difficulties reelecting 
^' lOoatiOB and jurisdiction ; to settle all disputed questions which 
^ bave arisen, or may hereafter arise, in regard to rights of prop- 
** erty ; aad, espeeially, to preserve the peace of the frontier, sen- 
'* Ottily endangered by the restless and. warlike spirit of the intni- 
** ding Seminoles, the parties to this treatyjhave agreed to the fot 
'^lewing atipila&ma: 
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" Articli 1. The Creeks agree that tl» Semiacdes tsbafl be 
** entitled to settle in a body, or separately, as they please, in any 
*' part of tibe Creek Country ; that they shall make their own towa 
'* regulations, subject, however, to the general control of the Cre«k 
** Council in which they shall be represented; and, in short, tlial 
'* no distinction shall be made between the two tribes in any re- 
'' spect, except in the management 6f their pecuniary affairs ; in 
** which neither shall interfere with the other, 

** Abt 2. The Seminoles agree that those of their' tribe wh* 
** have not done so before the ratification of this treaty, dmll imme* 
'* diately thereafter remove to, and permanently settle in, the Creek 
" Country. 

" Art. 3. It is mutually agreed by the Creeks and Semndes 
" that all contested cases between the two tribes, concerning the 
" right of property growing out of sales or transactioDS Uiat may 
" have occurred previous to the ratification of this treaty, shall \m 
** subject to the decision of the President of the United States." 

The leading feature of this treaty, is a studied e£R)rt to make no 
allusion to the Exiles, or to recognize their existence in any way. 
General Jessup, in the articles of capitulation, had expressly stipu- 
lated for the protection of the persons and property of the ** allies" 
of the Seminoles ; but for half a century efforts had been made to 
exclude them from the page of our national history, and never was 
that policy more strikingly illustrated than in this treaty. 

As heretofore stated, the Seminoles were said to own some forty 
slaves ; but the Author has been unable to find any hint or intima- 
tion that any one of those slaves was claimed by the Creeks : yet 
efforts were made to falsify the truth of history by representing the 
four or five hundred Exiles now living with the Seminoles to be 
slaves to their friends and ** allies, ^^ 

The next extraordinary feature of the treaty, is the recital of the 
Greek treaty as binding upon the Seminoles, when they had been 
no party to it, nor even had knowledge of its existence. 



ttS THi szu.n or ilobida: 

Bat the tliud article ia that on wbioh both Exiles and Senunolas 
appear to have relied. Thinking the President would do jnsdee ; 
feeHng themselyes subject to the power of the Ezeoutive, and 
pressed on all sides to accede to terms of pacification, they signed 
the treaty as the best altematiye that lay before them. 

In accordance with the past policy of the Administration, ibis 
treaty was withheld from publication. It was of course submitted 
to the Senate in secret session for approval. It was then amended, 
and still kept from the public for nearly two years after its 
negotiation. 

Noti.— At the semion of Congress, 1845-6, a bill eontaioing, among many other things, an 
appropriation to carry out this treaty, was reiA>rted by the committee on Ways and Means, 
Of the House of Bepieiientatires. The treaty itself yet lay concealed in the crfioe of the 
Secretary of the Senate, where it had been ratified in secret session, and not a member of 
the Hoo9e of Representatives had seen it, unless it was the Chairman of the committee of 
Ways and Means, or other confidential friends of the ExeentiTe, to whom it was i^Ten ibr 
fersonal examination. 

The bill tras printed, and the Author seeing this provision, determined to know some- 
thing of the treaty, before voting money to carry it into effect. For this purpose, ha 
called on one of the Senatcum from Ohio (Hen. Thomas Corwin), to get a copy of the 
treaty. Mr. Corwin went with him to the office of the Secretary of the Senate, and alter 
much inquiry, and passing from one clexic to another, a copy was obtained. 

When the btU came up fbr discussion, inquiry was made as to the treaty, its character 
and object No memlier appeared to have any knowledge of it, save the Ctiairman of the 
committee of Ways and Meane, (Mr. McKay of North Carolina.) The Author of this 
work endeavored to give the House some idea of its origin, and, in the course of his re- 
marks, referred to the manner in which the State of Georgi* had been implicated in the 
persecution of the Exiles This reference to the State of Oeorg^ awakened the ire of Mr. 
Black, a Kepresentative from that State, who advanced toward the Author with uplifted 
cane, as if to inflict personal chastisement, and quite a sctne followed, which at the time 
oroated some sensation in the country. 



CHAPTER XXIII. 

THK REUNION AND FINAL EXODUS. 

Dlflleoltiec In «£GBctiDg a reanion of Tribes —Its objects — Exiles and Beminoles mart on tt 
Creek Unds — They settle in separate Tillages — Creeks demand Exiles as glares — Ex- 
iles arm themselves — They flee to Fort Oibeon— Demand protection of the United 
States — General Arbuckle protects them — Reports facts to Department — Administnir 
tlon embarrassed— Call on General Jessup for &cts— lie writes General ArbocUa-* 
Xeports fiMts to the President — President hesitates — Refers question to Attorney Gen- 
cnl — Extraordinary opinion of that Officer — Manner in which Mr. Mason was placed 
in office — Exiles return to their Tillage — SlaTehoIdecs dissatisfied — Slave-dealer amoa^ 
the Creeks— His ofSsr — They capture near one hundred ExHttS^Tbey are deUvered 
to the SlaTe-dealer— Habeas Corpus in Arkansas — Decision of Judge— Exiles hurried 
to New Orleans and sold as Slaves — Events rf 1850 — Exiles depart for Mexico — Are 
punraed by Creeks — Battle— The Exiles continue their Journey -^ Tliey settle near 
Santa Rosa — The Ikte which diflerent portions of the Exiles met— Incidents which oo- 
«ttrred after their settlement in Mexico — Conclusion. 

The Creeks and Seminoles had been separated for nearly a cen- 
1 QAa 1 *"^* They had most of that time lived under separate 
governments. Each Tribe had been controlled by thoir 
own laws; and each had been independent of the other. They had 
often been at war with each other ; and the most deadly feuds had 
been engendered and still subsisted among them. To unite them 
with the Creeks, and blot the name of ** Seminole " from the page 
of their future history, in order to involve the Exiles in slavery, 
bad long been a cherished object with the administration of our 
Government. It was now fondly hoped, that that object would be 
iccomplished without further difficulty. 

(823j 
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Bat at no period had tihe Seminole Indians regarded tihe Exiloi 
with greater favor than they did when removing on to the territorj 
assigned to the Creeks. Although many of them had intermarried 
with the Seminoles, and half-breeds were now common among the 
Indians ; yet most of the descendants of the pioneers who fled from 
South Carolina and Georgia maintained their identity of charac- 
ter, living by themselves, and maintidning the purity of the African 
race. They yet cherished this love of their own kindred and odor; 
and when they removed on to the Creek lands, they settled in sep- 
arate villages : and the Seminole Indians appeared generally to coin- 
cide with the Exiles in the propriety of each maintaining their dis- 
luMtive character. 

During the summer and autumn both Indians and Exiles became 
residents within Creek jurisdiction ; and the Executive seemed to 
regard the trust held under the assignment made at Indian Spring, 
twenty-four years previously, as now fulfilled. Regarding the 
Greeks as holding the equitable or beneficial interest in the bodies 
of the Exiles, under the assignment from their owners to the United 
States, and they being now brought under Creek jurisdiction, sub- 
ject to Creek laws, the Executive felt that his obligations were dis- 
charged, and the whole matter left with the Creeks. 

This opinion appears also to have been entertained by the Creek 
Indians; for no sooner had the Exiles and Seminoles located them- 
selves within Creek jurisdiction, than the Exiles were claimed as 
the legitimate slaves of the Creeks. To these demands the Exiles 
and Seminoles replied, that the President, under the treaty of 
1845, was bound to hear and determine all questions arising be- 
tween them. The demands were, therefore, certified to the proper 
department for decision. But this setting in judgment upon the 
heaven-endowed right of man to h'ls liberty, seemed to involve more 
personal and moral responsibility than was desirable for the Execu- 
tive to assume, and the claims remained undecided. 

The Creeks became impatient at delay ; they were a slaveholding 
people, as well as their more civilized but more infidel brethren, of 
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tiie slave Sates. The Exiles, livitig in their own Tillages in the en- 
jojmeQt of perfect freedom, had already excited discontent among 
the slaves of the Creek and Choctaw Tribes, and those of Arkansas. 
1^ Creeks appeared to feel that it had been hr better for them to 
have kept the Exiles in Florida, than to bring them to the Western 
Country to live in freedom. Yet their claims nnder the treaty of 
1845, thus far, appeared to have been disregarded by the President; 
they had been unable to obtain a decision on them ; and they now 
threatened violence for the purpose of enslaving the Exiles, unless 
Aeir demands were peacefully conceded. 

The Exiles, yet confident that the Government would fulfill its 
stipulations to protect them and their property, repaired in a body 
to Fort Gibson, and demanded protection of General Arbuckle, the 
f}&eeT in command. He had no doubt of the obligation of the 
United States to lend them protection, according to the express 
language of the articles of capitulation entered into with General 
Jessnp, in March^ 1837. He, therefore, directed the whole body 
of Exiles to encamp and remain upon the lands reserved by the 
United States, near the fort, and under their exclusive jurisdiction, 
assuring them that no Creek would dare set foot upon that reserva- 
tion with intentions of violence towards any person. Accordingly 
the Exiles, who yet remained free, now encamped around Fort 
Gibson, and were supported by rations dealt out from the public 
stores. 

Soon as he could ascertain all the facts, General Arbuckle made 
xeport to the War Department relative to their situation, and the 
claims which they made to protection under the articles of capitula- 
tion, together with the rights which the Creeks set up to reenslave 
them. 

This state of circumstances appears to have^been unexpected by 
the Executive. Indeed, he appears from the commencement to 
have under-rated the difficulties which beset the enslavement of a 
people who were determined upon the enjoyment of freedom ; be 
sterns to have expected the negroes, when once placed within Creek 
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jarisdiction, woald have yielded without further e0brt. Bat he 
was iK>w placed in a position which constrained him either to lepu^ 
diate the pledged faith of the nation, or to protect the Exiks in 
their persons and property, according to the solemn covenants 
which General Jessup had entered into with them. 

Yet the President was disposed to make farther efforts to avoid 
the responsibility of deciding the question befinre him. General 
Jessup had entered into the articles of capitulation, and the Presi* 
dent appeared to think he was competent to give constrac^on to 
them ; he therefore referred the subject to that officer, ^atmg the 
oifcumstances, and demanding of him the substance of Ms under- 
taking in regard to the articles of capitulation with die Exiles. 

General Jessup appears to have now felt a desire to do justice to 
that friendless and persecuted pec^le. Without waiting to answer 
the President, he at once wrote General Arbuckle, saying, ''The 
*< case of the Seminole negroes is now before the President. By 
*' my {H*oclamation and the convention made with them, when they 
'' separated from the Indians and surrendered, tJhey are free. The 
" question is, whether they shall be separated from the Seminolea 
" and removed to another country; or be allowed to occupy, as they 
"did in Florida, separate villages in the Seminole County, west 
"of Arkansas? The latter is what I promised them, I hope, 
" General, you will prevent any interference with them at Fort 
" Gibson, until the President determines whether they shall remain 
"in the Seminole Country, or be allowed to remove to some 
" other." 

General Arbuckle, faithful to the honor of his Government, con- 
tinned to protect the Exiles. He fed them from the public stores, 
not doubting that the Executive would redeem the pledge of the 
nation given by General Jessup, its authorized agent. But the 
President (Mr. Polk) himself a slaveholder, with his prejudices and 
sympathies in favor of the institution, did not understand the articles 
of capitulation according to the construction put upon them by 
General Jessnp; he appears, therefore, to have called on the 
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€bnertl for a more ezplieit report of facts. In reply to Qm 
call, he reported, saying, " At a meeting with the three Lidiam 
^* chiefe, and the negro chiefe, Anguste and CaroUo, I stipulated 
*' to recommend to the President to grant the Indians a smaU 
" tract of country in the south-eastern part of the Peninsula ; btt 
" it was distinctly understood that the negroes were to he separated 
** from them at once, and sent West, whether the Indians were 
*' permitted to remain in Floridjv^or not. With the negroes, it was 
** stipulated that they should be sent West, as a part of the Semi-' 
" nolo nation, and be settled in a separcUe viUage^ imder the pro- 
** TBCTiOK OF THE United States." In another letter, addressed 
to die Secretary of War, he says : "A very small portion of the 
** Seminole negroes who wont to the West, were brought in and 
" surrendered by their owners, under the capitulation ci Fort Dade. 
" Over these negroes the Indians haye all the rights of masters ; 
'* but all the other negroes, making more than nine-tenths of the 
** whole number, either separated from the Indians and surrendered 
** to me, or were caiptured by the troops under my command. I, 
^* as commander of the army, and in the capacity of representative 
''of my country, solemnly pledged the national faith that they 
** shotdd not be separated, nor any of them sold to white men or 
** others, but be allowed to settle'' and remain in separate villages, 

•• UNDER THE PROTECTION Of THE UnITED StATES." 

But even with these explicit statements before him, the President ' 
appears to have been unable to form an opinion ; and he referred 
the matter to the Attorney General, Hon. John Y. Mason, of 
Virginia, who had been bred a slaveholder, and fully sympathized 
with the slave power. He, having examined the whole subject, 
delivered a very elaborate opinion, embracing seven documentary 
pages ;^ but concluding with the opinion, that although the Exiles 

(1) VMe opinfcmi of th« Attorney Genorali, from 1888 to 1861, pftge 1M4, Sco»to Doe. 6S. 
It if » tiDgnlar fiMt that, in the whole of this eUtborate opinion, no allusion is made to the 
real eondltion of the Exiles ; nor wonld any person suspect, from reading it, that the Afe- 
tflniey General had any knowledge of the clahn which the Creeks preferred. Althoaghhe 
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Hfeae entilJed to tbeir freedom, tbe Executive could not xideTftre in 
may manner to protect ^m, as •tipolated bj Oeneral Jessnp, but 
mwt leave them to retire to their Towns ia the Indian Ten^oiy, 
where they had a right to remain. 

1 »lft 1 ^® should be unfaithful to our pledged purpose, were 
we to omit certain important figu^ts connected with this 
opinion of the Attorney General. Nathan Clifibrd, of Maine, was 
appointed Attorney General of the United States in 1846, soon 
afUr the report of General Arbuckle concerning tbe situaUon of the 
Exiles reached Washington. The subject was heiote the Prejudent 
more than two years. This delay we cannot acc<Hint lor, unless it 
were to save Mr. Cli£S»^ (being a Northern man) from the respon- 
sibility of deciding this question, involving important interests of 
the skveholding portion of our Union. In 184S Mr. CliffiHd was 
appointed Minister to Mexico, and Hon. Isaac Toucey, of Connee- 
twut^ was appointed Attorney General. But he, too, wi^ from a 
free State, and it would throw upon him great responsibility were 
he constrained to act upon this subject. Were he to decide in favor 
of the Exiles, it might ruin his popularity at the South ; ai^ if 
against them, it would have an equally fatal efl^ct at tbe North. 

Under these circumstances, recourse was had to an expedient. 
Bef<»re Mr. Toucey entered upon the discharge of his official duties, 
Mr. Mason, himself a slaveholder, was appointed to discharge the 
duUes ad interim. He entered the office, wrote out the opinion 
referred to, and then resigned the office and emoluments to Mr. 
Toucey; having decided no other question, nor dkchai^cd any 
other duty, than this exercise of official infiuence for the enslave- 
ment of the Exiles. 



qaotw Hie cknte Ib tbe articlet of capttulatloo, which expressly and emphatieaUy declarsa 
that " Mi^or Qeneral Jessap, in behalf of the United States, agrees that the Seminoles and 
their allies^ who come in and emigratey shall he protected in their lives and property;*^ yet 
fa* appean never to have conoeifed the Idea that such a atipalatioB could impose any 
dnties upon our Qoyemment in fikror of negroes; nor does he attempt to define the meM» 
tof of this meatezpliolt eotenant. 
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Tbe Prendeiifc iffivmed Ae prkei^log deoid^ l^ Uie Atl/^me^ 
Genend, and the Eziks were informed ih^ thej font Ae right to 
remain in their vHhiffes, free from all interference^ &r irUerrup- 
iMnfrom 6^ Creehs. They bod no olher lands, no other country, 
«o o^r homca. Many of their families Were eotinected by miu> 
riage with the Semi«^. They and the Seminole Indians had, 
ihroagh sererai generaUons, been acquainted with each other ; they 
jiad stood besido each other on many a battle field. Seminoles and 
JBxiles had Mien beside each other, and were buried in the same 
graTC ^ they had <^n sat in council together, and the Exiles were 
Imwilling to separate^from their friends. Wild Cat and Abraham 
«Bd Loms, and many leading men and warrior^ of the Exiles and 
Sominoles, having deliberated upon the subject, united in the opin*- 
ion, tfai^ the Exiles should return to their Tillages and reside upon 
the lands to which they were entitled. 

In accordance with this decision, they returned to their new homesi 
resumed their habits of agriculture, and for a time all was quiet and 
peaceful; but their example was soon felt among the slaves of 
Arkansas, and of the surrounding Indian tribes. Nor is it to be 
supposed that the holders of slaves in any State of the Union, would 
be willing to admit that so large a body of servants could, by any 
effort, separate from their masters, for a century and a half main- 
tain i^ir liberty, and afbr so mudi effort to reenslave them, be 
permitted to enjoy liberty m peace. 

Hundreds of them had been seized in Florida and enslaved. 
The laws of slave States presumed every black person to be a 
slave ; and it was evident, that if they could once be subjected to 
the will of some white man, the laws of Arkansas would enable 
him to hold Uiem in bomlage.^ 

An individual, a slave-dealer, appeared among the Greeks and 

(1) Under thii Umt, which to general hi all bUtb States, firee colored dtlaens of nearljr 
•fwy frw Stata of the Union ham been sebed and enslayed, and are now toiling in 
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oflfered to pay ihem one handred doUara for oadi Exile tfaey would 
seize and delirer to him ; he stipaladng to take all liek of. title.^ 

This temptation was too great for ihe integrity d tbo 
Creeks, who were smarting under their disappointmenl^ 
and the defeat of their long eherished schemes, of re^nslaving the 
Exiles. Some two hundred Creek warriors collected together, 
armed themselves, and, making a sudden descent upon the Exiles, 
seized such as they could lay their hands upon. The men and most 
of the women and children fled ; but those who had arms oolleeted, 
and presenting themselres between their brethren and the Creeks 
who were pursuing them, prepared to defend themselves and 
friends.' The Creeks, unwilling to encounter the danger whicli 
threatened them, ceased from further pursuit, but, turning back, 
dragged their frightened victims, who had been already o^^tuied, 
to the Creek villages, and delivered them over to the slavedealer, 
who piud them the stipulated price. 

(1) Hon. R. W. Johnaon, » RepreflentadTe flrom Arkansas, spoke of this wreteh as havlBf 
come from Lrmlsiana ; bnfc from manoscript letters on file in the War Department, tba 
Author is led to think he came from Florida, and had prerioasty parttelpated In kUhuq^ 
fltng Exiles in thai lierritory. 

(2) The Author, bebig unable to obtain a publication of the documents showing theit 
frets, states them upon the best aothoritj be possesses. Duhng the discussions upon what 
is called the Indian Appropriation Bill for 1852, in the House of Representatives of the 
United States, the following colloquial debate occurred, and Is now cited as a part of the 
eTidence on which these foots are stated. It will be found in the Congref sicmal Globe of 
1S52, Tol. 24, part 8d, pages 1804, 1805 : 

**Mr. GiDDiNas. I rise for a different purpose than that of expressing my approbatkta 
of the amendment which has Just been read. I ask tiie especial attention of gentlemen to 
ffome interrogatories which I desire to propound for the purpose of obtaining information} 
and that the information may go to the country, I will obserre, that I desire to have the 
experience of the able Chairman of the committee on Indian Aflbirs (Mr. Johnson of Af> 
kansas), to obtain this intelligence. According to reliable information whieh I reeeitid hi 
the summer of 1860, these Creek Indians, to whom attention has been turned, with force 
and tiolence, seised from seventy to one hundred free persons of oolor in the Indian Teni- 
tmy, or at least those claiming to be free, and enskred, sold and transported them to the 
State of Louisiana, where they are now in servitude as slaves. I will state that this was 
done in violation of the treaty entered into in 1845, and in subversion of our solemn tUUi, 
entered into with these negroes during the Seminole War, in 1887. The official informatkn 
upon this suttjeet is in the Indian Department, where it has been received ; and from whidi 
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^^^^ _ The Seminole Agent, learning the outrage, at once re- 
paired to the nearest Judge in Arkansas, and obtained a 
wnt of habeas corpus. The Exiles urere brought before him in 
obedience to the command of the writ, and a hearing was had. The 
Agent showed the action of General Jessup ; the sanction of the 
capitulation of March, 1837, by the Executive ; the opinion of the 
Attorney General, and action of the President, deciding the Exiles 
to be free, and in all respects entitled to their liberty. But the 
Judge decided that the Creeks had obtained title by virtue of their 
contract with Greneral Jessup ; that^neither General Jessup, nor the 
President, had power to emancipate the Exiles, even in time of 
war ; Uiat the Attorney General had misunderstood the law ; that 
the title of the Creek Indians was legal and perfect ; and they, 
having sold them to the claimant, his title must be good and 
perfect.^ 

that we hare not been able to obtain any intelligence by reHoluUon, althoogfa a resolation 
for that pnrpose has been in my desk Mnce the first day of the sesrion. The qaestioni I 
4edf to propound to those sentlemen are ~ first, Is it a Cut that those persons of color 
were seised and sold into slavery ; and, second, by what claim of right or pretended title 
did theee Creek Indians eualaye and sell those people ? 

** Mr. JoHKSOM. I have no oflleiai knowledge in the matter at all. Then as to the knoiwl- 
•dge I lutTe obtained incidentally, I do know that there hu been a great contest in rela- 
tion to a portion of these Creek Indian negroes ; I do know that the matter has been 
looked into here in the Execative Departments ; I do know that the matter has never been 
before the House at all, unless it has strangely escaped my notice ; I know it has not 
been before my committee ; I know the Attorney General of the United States has de- 
clared his opinion as to the title of these negroes : I think there were seventy of them, 
though It might have been more or less. 80, then, I liave no official infonnatioa on tha 
fut^^eot to which the gentleman alludes. 

** Some two or three years ago, I know of a contest going on about the title to thest 
negroes, and that it was decided that they belonged^to those Indians. They had estab- 
lished themselves In a free town, which they maintained with force and arms. There were 
heavy disturbances existing there in the Indian nation, amounting at times almost to civil 
war: I believe before it was done with, it was quite civil war. I know they were taken ; 
bat what was done with tbi&m, I do not know. They were taken, and carried out of th« 
naUon, with the design of holding them as property, when they could not h<rfd them in 
the nation on account of the disturbance which they created. I know the decision of the 
Attorney General of the United States, as to the title to these negroes ; and that Is th« 
whole statement in regard to the matter as Ihr as I can give it." 

(1) The Author has written atMoj Isiters, and made frequent efforts, to obtain a copy of 
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No sodner ims tlie decuuoa announced, than the manacled vio- 
tims were hmnied from Aeur fnends and the scenes of such trans- 
cendent crimes and gnUt. They were placed on board a steamboaty 
and carried to New Orleans. There they were sold to di£ferent 
pcu^chaseni, taken to di£^rent estates, and minglmg with the tide df 
hnman victims who are septennially murdered upon the cotton and 
'sugar plantations of that State, they now rest in tiieir quiet graves, 
or perhaps have i^ar ed the more unhappy &te of living and su£^i> 
ing tortures incomparably worse than death. 

The year 1850 was distinguished by a succession of triumphs on 
the part of the slave power. While the President and his Cabi- 
net, and members of the Senate and of the House of Bepresents- 
tives, were seeking the passage of the Fugitive Slave Law ; while 
slaveholders and their northern allies appeared to be aroused in 
favor of oppression within the States of our Union, their savage 
coadjutors of the Indian territory were equally active. 

There yet remained some hundreds of Exiles in that far-distant 
territory unsubdued, and enjoying liberty. They had witnessed the 
duplicity, the treachery of our Government often repeated, toward 
themselves and their friends — they had, most of them, been bom 
in freedom — they had grown to manhood, had become aged amidst 
persecutipns, dangers and death — they had experienced the con> 
Staut and repeated violations of our national faith : its 4)erfidy was 
no longer disguised ; if they remained, death or slavery would con- 
stitute tiieir only alternative. One, and only one, n^e of avoid* 
ing such a fate remained — that was, to leave the territory, the 
jurisdiction of the United States, and flee beyond its power and 
influence. 

Mexico was free/ No slave clanked his chains under its gov- 
^na^nt. Gould Uiey reach the Bio Grande ? Could they phoe 

Ui« record of this writ, if taxj had been kept, and the proceedings, tc^ther w!t^ the opfai- 
ion of the Jadge thereon, bat has not sacceeded. The statement, thezeforo, rests on the 
Terbal reports, current at the time in the Indian Country, and oommnnieated to the Ao- 
ther bx indiridaals wlio hq»petted to be there at the tiiBfb 
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themselves safely on Mexican soil, they might hope yet to be free. 
A Council was held. Some were connected with Seminoles of 
influence. Those who wore intimately connected with Indian famir 
lies of influence, and most of the half-breeds, feeling they could 
safely remain in the Indian territoiy, preferred to stay with their 
friends and companions. Of the precise number who thus continued 
in the Indian Country, we have no certain information ; ^ but some 
three hundred are supposed to have determined on going to Mexico, 
and perhaps from one to two hundred concluded to remain with 
their connexions in the Indian Country. 

Abraham had reached a mature age; had great experience, 
and retained influence with his people. Louis Pacheco, of whom 
we spoke in a former chapter, with his learning, his shrewdness and 
tact, was still with them, and so were many able and experienced 
warriors. Wild Cat, the most active and energetic chief of the 
Seminole Tribe, declared his unalterable purpose to accompany the 
Exiles; to assist them in their journey, and defend them, if assailed. 
Other Seminoles volunteered to go with them. Their arrangements 
were speedily made. Such property as they had was collected to- 
gether, and packed for transportation. They owned a few Western 
ponies. Their blankets, which constituted their beds, and some 
few cooking utensils and agricultural implements, were placed upon 
their ponies, or carried by the females and children ; while the war- 
riors, carrying only their weapons and ammunition, marched, unen- 
cumbered even by any unnecessary article of clothing, prepared for 
battle at every step of their journey. 

After the sun had gone down (Sept. 10), their spies and patrols, 
who had been sent out for that purpose, returned, and reported that 
all was quiet ; that no slave-hunters were to be seen. As the dark- 
ness of night was closing around them, they commenced their jour- 
ney westwardly. Amid the gloom of the evening, silent and sad 
they took leave of their western homes, and fled from the jurisdio- 

(1) TIm AalOkor hut been nnabte io obteia oUdtl dfttoof ihe mimbtr of TUUm wbo w^ 
nained in the Indian Goontrj. 

23 
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tion of a people who liad oenturies pie^oosly kidnapped iiheir 
anoeston in their native homes, brought them to this country, en- 
slayed them, and durmg many generations had persecuted them. 
Many of their friends and relatives had been murdered for their 
love of liberty by our Government ; others had been doomed to 
suflR)r and languish in slavery — a fate far more dreaded than death. 
At the period of this exodus, their number was probably less thaa 
at the close of the Revolution. 

When the slaveholding Creeks learned that the Exiles had left, 
they collected together and sent a war party in pursuit, for the pur- 
pose of capturing as many as they could, in order to sell them to 
the slave-dealers from Louisiana and Arkansas, who were then 
present among the Creeks, encouraging them to make another 
inratical descent upon the Exiles for the capture of slaves. 

This war party came up with the emigrants on the third day after 
leaving their homes. But Wild Cat and Abraham, and their ex- 
perienced warriors, were not to be surprised. They were prepared 
and ready for the conflict. With them it was death or victory. 
They boldly faced their foes. Their wives and children were look- 
ing on with emotions not to be described. With the coolness of 
desperation, they firmly resolved on dying, or on driving back the 
slave-catching Creeks from the field of conflict. Their nerves were 
steady, and their aim fatal. Their enemies soon learned the danger 
and folly of attempting to capture armed men who were fightmg for 
freedom. They fled, leaving their dead upon the field ; which is 
always regarded by savages as dishonorable defeat.^ 

The Exiles resumed their journey, still maintaining their warlike 
arrangement. Directing their course south-westerly, they crossed the 
Rio Grande, and continuing nearly in the same direction, they pro« 
oeeded into Mexico, until they reached the vicinity of the ancient but 

(1) The Author hM bMn eonpeltod to relj on Terbol veporti neohred from iadhldoalf 
fbr these Ihots. He mlso nnderttood Mr. JohnRton, the RepreaeotatiTe from Arkanias, ia 
the debate referred to in a former note, to amj dliUnoily, that the Greeke pnnned the Mx* 
Dee, and that a battU wot /oughts hot he was unable to state partlenlan. 
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now deserted town of Santa Eosa.^ In that beautiful climate, tbey 
found a rich, productive soil. Here they halted, examined the country, 
and finally determined to locate their new homes in this most romanlio 
portion of Mexico. Here they erected their cabins, planted their 
gardens, commenced plantations, and resumed their former habits 
ci agricultural life. There they yet remain. , Forcibly torn from 
their native land, oppressed, wronged, and degraded, they became 
voluntary Exiles from South Carolina and Georgia. More recently 
exiled from Florida and from the territory of the United States — 
they are yet free I After the struggles and persecutions of a hun- 
dred and fifty years, they repose in comparative quiet under a gov- 
ernment which repudiates slavery. To the pen of some future 
historian we consign their subsequent history. 

Before taking leave of the reader, we would call his attention to 
a review of the fate which attended different portions of the Exiles, 
and to a few further incidents, for some of which we have only 
newspaper authority ; but from all the circumstances we have no 
doubt they actually transpired. 

Of the Exiles and their descendants, twelve were delivered up 
at the treaty of Colerain in 1796, and consigned to slavery; two 
hundred and seventy were massacred at Blount's Fort in 1816 ; 
thirty were taken prisoners — these all died of wounds or were en- 
slaved. At the different battles in the first Seminole War in 1818, 
it is believed that at least four hundred were slain, including those 
who fell at Blount's Fort. 

In the Second Seminole War, probably seventy-five were slain 
in battle, and five hundred were enslaved ; and at least seventy-five 
were seized by the Creek Indians, in 1850, and enslaved. Pro- 
bably a hundred and fifty connected with the Seminoles now reside 
in the Western Country, and will soon become amalgamated with 
the Indians ; while three hundred have fpund their way to Mexico, 

(1) VIda Official Report of Major Emory, in regard to the boundary line between the 
United States and Mexico; He statei the location of Wild Cat and the Seminole ] 
bat omitf all xefvenee to the Exllea. 
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and are free.^ Making, in all, thirteen hundred and fiftj souls ; 
being some hundreds less than was reported by the officers of Got- 
emment, in 1836. This discrepancy is accounted for by the €actt 
that the Exiles captured by individual enterprise, and by the Geor- 
gia and Florida militia, were never officially reported U> the War 
Department, and we have no reliable data on which we can fix an 
estimate of the number thus piratically enslaved. There are also a 
few yet in Florida, not included in the above estimate. 

As to their present situation, we can give the reader but little 
further infOTmation. In the summer of 1852, Wild Cat 
suddenly appeared among his friends, the Seminoles, who 
yet remained in the Indian Country. His appearance excited sur- 
prise among the Creeks. They at that time maintained a guard, 
composed of mounted men : these were at once put in motion for 
the purpose of arresting this extraordinary chieftam. But while 
they were engaged in looking for him, he and a company of Semi- 
noles, attended by a number of Exiles and black persons, previ- 
ously held in bondage by the Creeks, were rapidly wending their 
way towards their new settlement.^ 

Thb visit of Wild Cat to the Western Country occasioned much 
excitement in that region, as well as astonishment at Washington, 
and constituted the occasion of a protracted correspondence between 
Qie War Department and our Military Officers and Indian Agents 
of that country. Wild Cat was denounced as a " pirate" — " rob- 
fi«r" — " outlaw;" and nearly all the opprobrious epithets known 
to our language were heaped upon him, for thus aiding his fellow 
men* to regain those rights to life and liberty with which the God 
of Nature had originally endowed them. 

During the year 1852, while our commissioners, appointed to 
establish the boundary between the United States and Mexico, were 
engaged in the discharge of their official duties, a small party of 

(1) TUB number hu been Ineieaeed hj fteth arriy»l8 from the Indian Cotutrj, linoe 
1860. 

(2) Vkle Hanmcript Letten now on file in the Indian Bureau at Waahlngton. 
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armed men was in attendance for their protection. Some eight of 
Uiese were said to have been engaged in patroling the country, 
when they fell in with Wild Cat and a portion of this band of 
Exiles, who were at all times prepared for friends or foes. The 
whites were made prisoners without bloodshed, and taken to their 
village. A council was called. Abraham was yet living, and the 
white men declared that he was regarded as a ruling prince by his 
people. They were evidently suspicious of the intentions of our 
men ; but upon inquiry and consideration, they became satisfied 
that no hostile intentions had brought our friends to that country ; 
they were accordingly treated with becoming hospitality, and dis- 
missed. These brief statements appeared in some of the newspa- 
pers of that day, which constitutes our only authority for stating 
them. 

Comphdnts were subsequently made through the Texan news- 
papers, that slaves escaped from that region of country 
"^ and found an asylum in Mexico, on the other side of the 
Bio Grande ; and intimations were thrown out that a party of volun^ 
teers, without authority from the United States, were about to visit 
the settlement, which thus encouraged slaves to seek their freedom. 
The suggestion was so much in character with the slaveholders of 
Texas, that it excited attention among those who were aware of the 
settlement of Exiles in the region indicated. It was believed that 
those men who were about to visit Wild Cat and Abraham and 
Louis and their companions, for the purpose of seizing and ensla- 
ving men, would find an entertainment for which they were not 
prepared. 

Some few months subsequently, a brief reference was made in 
the newspapers of Texas to thb expedition, giving their readers 
to understand that it had Med of accomplishing the object intend- 
ed, and had returned with its numbers somewhat diminished by 
their conflict with the blacks. 

As was naturally expected, after the lapse of some six months, 
great comolaint was heard through the public press of Indian depre- 
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datioDS upon tbe frontier of Texas. Plantations were said to be 
destroyed ; buildings burned ; people murdered, and slaves carried 
away. This foray was said to have been made by Camanche 
Indians, led on by Wild Cat. He appears yet ready to make war 
upon all who fight for slavery ; and many of the scenes which were 
enacted in Florida, will most likely be again presented on our south- 
western froi^tier, where the same causes exist which formerly existed 
in Florida, and the same efifects will be likely to follow. 
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